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DATES TO REMEMBER
CREEK TO COAST STORY ON VMRB
6th June 5.30 pm Ch 7

POLY VA’A-ALO OUTRIGGERS
Moreton Island Double Crossing
Saturday, 27th June, 2020
Tune into Channel 7’s Creek to Coast on Saturday,
6th June at 5.30 pm to see a story on VMRB with
President Thomas.
As everyone is well aware, restrictions are easing in
Queensland so we are seeing more boating activity
in our region. This, in turn, results in more rescues.
We are still social distancing which makes duty days
Above: Our flags at half mast in a tribute to Tony Lloyd
interesting as it is hard to keep apart when on the
who left us on 9th May.
rescue boats!
Meanwhile the Mid-Week Crew continues to
maintain the base and keep the boats shipshape.
Welcome to our new Members. We look forward to
See a couple of examples on page 5.
seeing you around the base.
Our tribute to Tony Lloyd appears on page 7; he
certainly will be sadly missed by a lot of members.
FULL MEMBERS
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Sandgate Paddling Club President, John Blackley, is
Paul Biggin
fundraising as part of his participation in the MS
Gary Corbett
Brissie to Bay Bike Ride which is a virtual ride this
year. For details on how to donate to MS on his
Shaun Dunleavy
fundraising page, see page 6.
Historically there have been some significant events
14
WATERSIDE ASSIST
which happened in the month of May – although
some many years ago - and a few of them are
Matthew Armistead
Ian Burden
detailed on pages 8 – 10.
Dale Cartwright
Jon Christensen
While travel restrictions are in order, aeroplanes are
few and far between, so it is a good time to think
Andrew Coghlan
Grant Gillan
about the times when Australia was only accessible
by ship – especially once it was realised there
David Hack
Damien McAlonan
actually was a southern land (page 11).
Steven Muller
Bruce Neate
Kedron Wavell Services Club has had a hard time
over the last couple of months of restrictions but now
Martin Norris
Jacek Peplinski
they are permitted to re-open, we would like our
members to support them and help them head back
Kevin Sanders
Ertan Yasar
to their customary operations. See page 5 for their
immediate plans.
VMR Brisbane is
.
proudly supported
Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date
by
With all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane

Around the Rigging

95 Allpass Pde, Shorncliffe Qld 4017 Ph: 07 3269 8888 Fax: 07 3269 2245
www.vmrbrisbane.com.au
After Hours Emergency Mobile 0428 022 881
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President’s Report
Firstly some sad news, we
were very sorry to hear that
one of our keenest members
passed on in May. Tony Lloyd
was a crew member as well as
the Mid Week Crew organiser
in
his
later
years
of
membership.
We offer our
condolences to Elizabeth and his
children. Our members assisted his family in
scattering his ashes at a favourite place at Dunwich.
Tony will be sadly missed but very fondly
remembered. Tony always had an extremely positive
attitude and a turn of phrase for every occasion. One
of my favourites is “It’s not necessarily the years of
service but the service in the years”: one that Tony
certainly believed in and lived every moment of and
for that VMR Brisbane will be forever grateful.
The easing of restrictions in Queensland has been a
great help to our volunteers in their efforts to assist
everyone who needs help on the water. When our
crews react to a call for rescue, it is obvious that
social distancing is almost impossible but they do the
best they can. It is a constantly moving situation and
it is nice to see people are allowed to visit Moreton,
Stradbroke and Fraser Islands again. And even as
we write this report to all of Queensland.
It is fairly obvious that not everyone has taken the
quiet time to service their boating equipment, judging
by the calls we have been receiving for assistance.
Quite a few of these calls have been out of hours but,
of course, that is why our volunteers are operating
24/7. As well a number of our members have been
quietly working behind the scenes as you will see on
page 5.
We welcome our new members and hope they are
able to enjoy getting out on the water again.
VMR Brisbane’s Management Team have been
holding our monthly meetings online which has taken
some getting used to but we feel we are still able to
react promptly to anything happening around our
base. Members have many options to engage with
Management to share their thoughts and comments
on the operation and future of VMR Brisbane. Two
people with whom you can raise issues which are
then brought to Management’s attention are Les
Pascoe (members.rep1@vmrbrisbane.com.au) or
Darren Bates (members.rep2@vmrbrisbane.com.au) if
there is anything you would like to see change
around our squadron or even just to let us know we
are doing a good job.
John Blackley, the President of Sandgate Paddling
Club is fundraising for Multiple Sclerosis and details
on how you can donate to this worthy cause are on
page 6.
You are invited to remember the Kedron-Wavell
Services Club who were obliged to close when the
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PLEASE NOTE:
These crews may operate on an on-call
basis. Therefore they may not be manning
our base on the days listed.

June 2020 Crew Roster
Sat
Sat
at
Sat

6
13
20
27

Bravo
Charlie
Delta
Foxtrot

Sun 7 November
Sun 14 Papa
Sun 21 Quebec
Sun 28 Sierra

July 2020 Crew Roster
Sat
4 Alpha
Sun 5 Tango
Sat 11 Bravo
Sun 12 November
Sat 18 Charlie
Sun 19 Papa
Sat 25 Delta
Sun 26 Quebec
pandemic was declared. They are beginning to
restart their business and they need people like us to
renew our patronage. From 6th June they are reopening “The Kitchen” Restaurant for all day dining.
As they are starting to reopen we are very happy
hearing we are rekindling our sponsorship between
VMR Brisbane and Kedron-Wavell Services Club.
Thomas Grice
President, VMR Brisbane

Activation Map
Here is the interesting map which shows the
movements of our Crews during May, 2020.

Groups of VMRB
Our Association is made up of the following clubs.
Please click on the logo to find out more details
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3rd – “On Sunday 3rd May the weather forecast of 1520 knots kept some people at home so the number
of vessels logging on was low for November crew's
day on duty.
One vessel almost required assistance but
cancelled; they had become aground under the Story
Bridge while anchored on a falling tide, but decided
to wait for the incoming tide and float off after advice
from our radio operator.
The crew re-fuelled Sandgate 1 at the Water Police
base, the first time for the crew and a good training
exercise.
Sandgate 1's new V8 outboards were also
experienced for the first time. No changes to the
controls this time, so nothing new to learn at the
helm.
There was docking and vessel handling practised by
some of the crew, all the while social distancing.
The local Sandgate Fire Brigade called in during the
day to do regular checks on their portable fire pump
which is kept at the base.
Another great day on crew, even if social distancing
has changed the way we approach many tasks now.”
8th - Callout to tow a 25m cruiser with 4 POB from
Horseshoe Bay on Peel Island to Dockside.
9th – Bravo Crew had a nice (and busy) day on the
bay.
“First we towed a disabled 6m powerboat with 2 POB
from the Brisbane River to the Pinkenbah boat ramp.
Next a disabled 6m powerboat with 4 POB was towed
from Harry Atkinson Reef to Cabbage Tree Creek.
Our third tow was a jetski with 2 POB from the Storey
Bridge to the Colmslie Boat Ramp.”

17th - Tow a disabled 4.5m vessel with 2 POB from
the mouth of the Nudgee Floodway to the Nudgee
Boat Ramp.

3

MAY 2020

ACTIVE CREW ANNIVERSARY
Congratulations and thank you to the following
crew member who volunteered more than 5 years
ago and who joined in May.
Paul Harris
2010 10 years

(Above) Bravo’s 2nd tow and (below) their 3rd for the day.

23rd – “Foxtrot had a quiet day to start with. Small tow
from under Ted Smout bridge to Pelican Park. Then
after lunch a call from Water Police for a person in
the water 500 metres off Shorncliffe Pier. We headed
out straight away and luckily spotted the 16 year old.
He had borrowed a kayak and got to the Fisheries
Bacon where the kayak sank from underneath him.
He had swum about 1.5 to 1.8 kms to where we found
him about 300 metres off the pier. Tired, cold and
cramping (and not wearing a life jacket), we helped
him onboard Sandgate 1 and returned to base. The
whole job only took about 20 minutes from leaving
the pontoon and to arriving back. After advice from
Water Police and Qld Ambulance, we showed him
where the hot showers are while we waited for the
ambulance to arrive. After a quick check over and a
hot Milo, the ambulance officer gave him a lift back to
his mates on the Shorncliffe pier.”
(Cont’d page 4)
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24th – “The weather forecast was unfavourable with
westerly winds providing a ‘Brisbane’ chill factor and
discouraging offshore activities. Sierra only had a
short crew but were not concerned as we were
expecting a quiet day.
But just after we had completed the opening radio
message, we received a call to assist a vessel with a
flat battery located at the mouth of the Brisbane
River. We completed our usual start of day vessel
checks on Sandgate 1 then set out for the Brisbane
River. We had a splendid run across the bay to
Koopa Channel and soon located the vessel in need
of assistance (nice work Kim). Try as we might, we
were unable to jump start the outboard motor. In the
end we agreed with master of the vessel to tow them
back to CTC for a hot cup and wait for high tide so
we could take them to the Nudgee Floodway boat
ramp. By mid-morning the job had been completed
so we headed home for an early lunch and planned
an afternoon of training.
Callum Baird (former Sierra Crew Duty Master) and
wife Helga dropped in to say hello – great to see you
both.
Not long after finishing lunch (thanks Paul) we
received a call to assist a vessel again at the mouth
of the Brisbane River. The vessel was located at the
northern end of Fisherman Islands and very close to
a rocky outcrop. To protect our vessel we tried an
unconventional approach and secured the vessels
‘bow to bow’ then reversed out of the inlet into the
main shipping channel. There we loosened the lines
and quickly completed a 1800 turn of Sandgate 1
(great work Sara at the helm and Kim on the ropes)
and soon had the vessel in tow from astern bound for
Whyte Island boat ramp.
We then refuelled the vessel at the Water Police
dock. We arrived back at the mouth of CTC around
16:00 only to receive another request to assist a
dinghy with engine trouble some 500 metre upstream
of the Pinkenba boat ramp. We turned around and
had just cleared the outer CTC laterals when we
received a call from the vessel owner that a passerby had offered assistance and our help was no longer
required. Quite a relief given the events that had
preceded and the time of day. So back to Base for a
quick clean of the vessel before heading home.”
27th – Sandgate 1 was called out to attend two
breakdowns on a weekday First was a 5 mtr fibreglass runabout located on the
SE side of Mud Island and was towed to Pelican Park
boat ramp at Clontarf with 2 POB.
The second callout was for a 5.5 mtr RIB located near
the new cruise ship terminal and that was towed back
to Colmslie Boat Ramp with 2 POB.
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Night Training with Delta Crew.

Thank you to all the crews who are able to assist with
any activations and who are on standby. We really
appreciate receiving activation details and photos to
help promote VMR Brisbane. Also we are grateful for
the skipper’s reports as they add colour to the actual
rescue details. Please email any information through
to editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au and also to
social.media@vmrbrisbane.com.au

VMRB Pontoon
A reminder to all members that as per our By Laws
and signage, the front face has a 20 minute loading
and unloading limit and the downstream side is only
for a 24 hour period unless approved by
Management. Please abide by these time limits so
the pontoon can be enjoyed by all members.

(Photo taken 22nd May)

Freedom!
We’ve seen quite a few members enjoying the good
weather we experienced during May once
restrictions were eased a little. Among them were
Terry Smyth and Jo Harding who had been having a
good week enjoying time sailing on Tympanic.

VMR BRISBANE
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Midweek Crew – Still at it

Outrigger Canoes

You probably haven’t given it much thought but
people like the Mid-Week Crew’s Greg Henderson
spend a considerable amount of time doing such
things as pressure-washing the ramp to make it safer
to use.

After 2 years’ work including fund raising, grants and
building approvals, the Poly Va’a-Alo Outrigger
Canoe Club finally got their Canoe shed built. Solid
as a rock and all canoes tucked away out of the sun
and rain to help preserve them for a long time. All
seats have also been fixed, new seat pads installed
and OC1/2 racks designed and ready for instalment
on the back posts. Next up: winches to get 1-2
canoes up into the ceiling and a repaint for the older
canoes.

We’ve got lovely grass in front of the building but
when the sprinklers fail, it is thanks to people like Joe
that the piping is fixed.

Meanwhile Bill and Charlie set out in an OC2 on 7th
May (above) and were followed shortly after by Helen
and camera-shy Bevan in OC1s.

Kedron-Wavell Services Club Inc

However sometimes maintenance has to be done by
people other than our volunteers as in this repair of
lighting near the ramp.

WE ARE EXCITED TO BE BACK!
The Club is excited to announce that from next
Saturday, 6th June, we are reopening "The Kitchen"
restaurant for all day dining! Open from 11am every
day (and with a “best of TK” menu!) we look forward
to welcoming you back for lunch or dinner.
BOOKINGS ARE HIGHLY RECOMMENDED FOR
DINNER. There are 3 sittings available – 4.30pm
6.00pm and 7.30pm.
Please note all other club facilities are still closed. No
promotional discounts, offers, points or vouchers will
be able to be used for payment at this time.
Staff are onsite from 10.30am every day to make a
booking. PHONE US DIRECT TO BOOK ON 07
3350 0920. Please remember that we must comply
with COVID19 dining directives. We highly
recommend you join when entering the foyer to make
the process quick and easy for you. We are offering
all non-members the chance to join instantly for a 1
year for a $1 digital membership!

VMR BRISBANE
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May in Summary

MS Brissie to the Bay Bike Ride

Activations:

30

Fuel Used:

1989

People Assisted:

MAY 2020

26

Food Truck Event
Although restrictions because of COVID-19 are being
eased, we are not in a position to welcome back food
trucks on a permanent basis yet…but stay tuned.
However on Mother’s Day, four Food Trucks elected
to test the waters with social distancing being the
order of the day. Although there wasn’t much notice,
there was such a good response from people that the
Food Trucks left VMRB a donation in thanks.

Poly Va’a-Alo Outrigger Canoes
Moreton Island Crossing
This is our annual Poly Va'a Moreton Crossing for
2020 with a twist. It’s 70km there and back - in a day.
The Club has done the crossing twice now, in 2018
and 2019, and on previous crossings we stayed
overnight and came back the next day. Getting two
clear days however has been a challenge with lots of
postponements and sunk booking costs, so this time
it’s both ways in one day! See this link for our last
crossing adventure. https://youtu.be/ncwzjjwzUfw
The crossing will involve two crews from Poly Va’a of
10-11 paddlers per crew who will attempt the first
ever there and back in a day.
Overall, it is a 70km 'static changeover' Adventure/
Challenge Paddle starting at 6am and back by 2pmish. About 8-9 hours total including an hour break on
the island for lunch before heading back. The
Crossing will start at Shorncliffe and head to the
wrecks on Moreton Island, turning around and then
heading back. We will only go if weather conditions
are suitable for the 8 hour window of the crossing.
Other selected clubs will be invited to attend but all
invited clubs are responsible for their own support
boat and crew arrangements. On Saturday night we
will hold an Umu, fire pit, function in the evening at
VMRB….if people can still walk!
The day has been selected to maximise tides and if
weather is not on we will try to go on the Sunday. We
will know 2 days out if we need to switch to the
Sunday. Costs for Poly Va'a Club members are
estimated at $40-50 per paddler and cover support
boat fuel and the evening function. A separate event
support boat for family, etc is also planned for
selected Poly Va'a partners, supporters.
This is a major club event for Poly Va'a and a good
challenge for everyone to say you knocked off a
70km changeover paddle. Not many people can
claim that!

For 30 years, MS Queensland has seen inspirational
efforts from a loyal community of supporters and
riders; starting way back in 1990 when just 80 riders
hit the roads to fight Multiple Sclerosis.
In line with the Australian and State government
restrictions in response to the unfolding coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic, this
year, they can't meet up to
celebrate their fundraising
achievements on 14 June. So
the MS Brissie to the Bay is
going virtual - they’re running
the 30 for 30 Challenge! (30
day goal for June and
celebrate 30 years of riding to
fight MS!)
Sandgate
Paddling
Club
President, John Blackley, has
signed up for the MS Brissie to
the Bay ~ 30 for 30 Challenge.
He has pledged to ride during
the month of June to support
people living with MS.
Please consider making a donation to help the
thousands of Queenslanders living with multiple
sclerosis, to ensure no one faces MS alone.
John’s online fundraising page can be found here:
https://www.brissietothebay.com.au/fundraisers/john
blackley
Every dollar he raises will have an immediate impact.
It will enable people living with MS to access support
services including physiotherapy, occupational
therapy, counselling and symptom management.
And, you’ll be helping to fund important research
projects into better treatments and ultimately a cure
for the disease.

New Boat Ramp Progress

The poor men in the centre of the photo went up to
their necks in the cold water, without wetsuits!

VMR BRISBANE
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VALE
TONY LLOYD
14th February, 1943 - 9th May, 2020
We are sad to advise that our very enthusiastic
member Tony Lloyd succumbed to illness on 9th
May, 2020.
Tony joined VMRB on 2nd August, 2009, and he was
allocated to Quebec Crew, attaining the ranking of
Coxswain.
After he retired as cargo manager for Ansett
airlines, Tony and his wife Elizabeth became grey
nomads, although working as well as travelling with
their caravan around Australia.
In October 2017 one of our very special honours
was awarded to Tony when he received Life
Membership. He was the person who was our
Vessel and Equipment Manager and coordinated
the Tuesday (mid-week) crew as well as being an
active crew member. Nothing was too much trouble
for him and he was constantly available and
anticipating anything required for the benefit of
VMRB.
Tony and Elizabeth were keen travellers and last
year enjoyed a world cruise on the Sea Princess.
One part of this particularly interested Tony
because they were witness to a copybook rescue of
an offshore oil rig supply ship near Aruba by their
cruise ship.
Tony remained on Quebec Crew for 10 years, and
worked with the Mid-Week Crew until March this
year. His ashes were scattered at One Mile on 31st
May from Sandgate 1 with his family present.
Col Nielsen and Glenn Philip were close friends
and admirers of Tony and his values and penned
the following:
For those who knew Tony like I did these words will
not be a surprise.
On Saturday, 9th May I received the call I had been
dreading: Tony had passed.
Tony was a
remarkable person - only a giver, helping so many
people throughout his great life.
Tony was a real hand’s-on person. If something
needed to be done at the club, it got done as that
is how he operated. I was fortunate to help Tony
out on many things around the club and at times i
struggled to keep up with him. He would always
say to me “no green bananas here mate”,
meaning we do not have time for them to ripen, we
need to eat them now, hence the work had to be
done yesterday. Tony never wanted recognition
for what he did, he just liked helping.
In closing, would not the world be a better place if
we had more kind, generous and helping people
like Tony? I am a better person for knowing Tony.
RIP my dear friend.
Col Neilsen

Tony Lloyd joined VMR Brisbane on 2nd August,
2009. after his wife suggested they go for a drive
to Sandgate. He called in and never looked back.
He was a person who did not look for glory. His
attitude on life included the 7 P’s and of course the
NFZ (negative free zone). His personality and
work ethic was second to none and his time on the
Tuesday crew showed this with all the many tasks
that he completed. These included things from
painting and repairing the Sandgate 1 trolley to
tripping over the “other side of the country”
(southside) to take the raft and lifejackets for
testing. Tony was a friend and a mate and will be
sorely missed. He is survived by his wife
Elizabeth, daughter Natalie
and his son Darren (Horse).
Glenn Philip
(Left) The article by Bill Johnston
& Jessica Haynes is about artist
Kim Mancini’s approach from
Tony Lloyd to create the artwork
of the Shorncliffe Pier on wood
from the pier that forms the
Memorial Wall at VMRB.

Below the plaques on the
memorial wall.(From left) Tony,
Ray, Robert, Allan, Stan and Ross.
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One Day in May…
Hospital Ship Centaur – 77 years ago
At approximately 4.15 am on Friday 14th May 1943,
the hospital ship A.H.S. Centaur, ablaze with lights,
and with a compliment of 332 persons on board, was
torpedoed by Japanese submarine I-177 south east
of Cape Moreton. The Centaur was struck in an oil
fuel tank on the port side abaft No. 2 Hatch. Centaur
caught fire immediately, and sank within two or three
minutes. All its lights were on except two floodlights
right forward, used for floodlighting the bows. These
had been switched off because they affected sight
from the bridge.
Centaur made no signals and there was no time to
launch any boats although two boats broke adrift
from the ship as she sunk. Only 64 people survived.

The day before, on 13th May 1943, No. 23 Radar
Station RAAF had plotted a surface vessel which was
located about 40 miles off the coast of Moreton
Island. The blip was characteristic of a surfaced
submarine. W.A.A.A.F. Operators P. Woodward, K.
Rae and M. Hess reported the plots to the 8 Fighter
Sector Headquarters in Brisbane.
Centaur was a merchant vessel built in Scotland on
the Clyde River, and was launched in 1924. She
could carry a mixed cargo of passengers and freight,
and was employed on a run between Fremantle,
Western Australia, and Singapore. When the war
began in September 1939, she was placed under the
government's control. In November 1941 Centaur
was one of the ships used in the search for HMAS
Sydney, and found a lifeboat with survivors from the
German raider Kormoran.
Following Japan's entry into the war and the
subsequent bloody fighting in Papua during 1942,
Centaur was converted into a hospital ship with the
aim of ferrying patients between Port Moresby and
Townsville. Her conversion began in January 1943
and was completed two months later.
Now the 2/3rd AHS Centaur, the vessel had a fully
equipped operating theatre and dental surgery, and
could carry 252 patients. She was also clearly
marked as a hospital ship. Around her freshly painted
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white hull a thick green band ran, broken in several
places by large red crosses. At night, the vessel was
brightly illuminated by powerful spotlights.
Centaur kept her civilian crew, but her medical staff
were all members of the army. The men were from
the Australian Army Medical Corps and the women
were from the Australian Army Nursing Service.
Centaur only completed two voyages with patients,
before she began her ill-fated third and final voyage.
In the early afternoon of 12th May, Centaur steamed
from Sydney for Cairns carrying members of the
2/12th Field Ambulance. Shortly after 4 am on 14th
May, while most people were asleep, a torpedo
struck Centaur's port side, hitting the oil fuel tank
which ignited in a massive explosion. The bridge
superstructure collapsed and the funnel crashed onto
the deck. Everything was covered with burning oil
and a fire quickly began to roar across the ship.
Water, meanwhile, rushed in through the gaping hole
in her side. Many of those onboard not killed in the
explosion or fire, were trapped as the ship started to
go down bow first, and then broke in two. In just three
minutes Centaur was gone.
The survivors were at sea for a day and half before
they were rescued. The ship's crew and medical staff
suffered heavily, as did the 2/12th Field Ambulance 178 men, from a total of 193, died. Of the 12 nurses
onboard only one, Sister Nell Savage, survived.
Although badly hurt herself, Sister Savage concealed
her injuries and gave what help she could to the other
survivors. After sharks circled their raft, and when
ships and planes passed without seeing them, a singalong was organised to help keep up their spirits. For
her "conspicuous gallantry", Sister Savage was
awarded a George Medal.
The Centaur’s sinking was not made public for 4
days. This delay was to permit notification to the next
of kin.
Since the end of the war, many people pushed to
locate Centaur. A search led by David Mearns, who
had previously led the team that found the wrecks of
HMAS Sydney and HSK Kormoran, discovered
Centaur’s wreck on 20 December 2009. Centaur
was located about 30 nautical miles off the southern
tip of Moreton Island, off Queensland’s south-east
coast.
The wreck was in one piece although it appears as
though the hull broke in at least one, and maybe two,
places. Centaur’s approximate position is 27˚
16.98’S, 153˚ 59.22’E at a depth of over 2,000
metres.
There is a memorial cairn at Centaur Park, Wickham
Point, Caloundra Headland, Caloundra. Plaques
dedicated to the crew can be found installed in the
adjacent Caloundra Headland Memorial Walkway.
https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/blog/the-sinking-of-thecentaur
https://www.ozatwar.com/ozatwar/centaur.htm

VMR BRISBANE
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One Day in May… (cont’d)
Post Office Sandgate – 133 years ago
On 7th May, 1887, Sandgate Post Office opened at 1
Bowser Parade, Sandgate. It was designed in the
office of the Queensland Colonial Architect and built
from 1886 to 1887. It is also known as Sandgate Post
and Telegraph Office. It was added to the
Queensland Heritage Register on 7th February 2005.
The two-storeyed Sandgate Post and Telegraph
Office was erected in 1886-7 to a design prepared in
the office of the Queensland Colonial Architect.
A post office had operated at Sandgate since 1864,
on Eagle Terrace near Palm Avenue. In the early
1880s a new site in Bowser Parade, closer to the
railway line that had reached Sandgate in 1882, was
purchased for £800.
A contract was let to local Sandgate builder William
Street, with a price of £2,025. It is thought that the
bricks for the construction were supplied from
Leopold Fiedler’s brickworks in Roghan Road,
Zillmere, beside Cabbage Tree Creek.
The new post and telegraph building reflected
government confidence in the booming economy and
the importance of Sandgate. Sandgate had its own
local government (Borough of Sandgate) at that
period and was not officially a “suburb” of Brisbane
until the establishment of Greater Brisbane on 1st
October, 1925, but the railway enabled residents of
Sandgate to commute daily to work in Brisbane.

MAY 2020
contribution to the townscape of central Sandgate.
The building was operated as the 4017 Bar and Grill
for a number of years, taking its name “4017” from
the postcode for Sandgate. However, by 2014, it was
under new management and renamed the
Chandelier Bar & Restaurant.
New owners now run the refurbished building as the
Sandgate Post Office Hotel: it operates on the ground
floor, while the first floor can be booked for private
functions. An expansive deck with outdoor seating
has been installed, as well as a lift to the upstairs
level, all this while ensuring that the facade and
character of the old post office is retained.

SS Canberra – 38 years ago
On 21st May, 1982, as part of the landings by British
forces to retake the Falkland islands, SS Canberra
anchored in San Carlos Water. Although her size
and white colour made her an unmissable target for
the Argentine Air Force, the liner was not badly hit in
the landings as the Argentine pilots tended to attack
the Royal Navy frigates and destroyers instead of the
supply and troop ships. After the war, Argentine
pilots claimed they were told not to hit the SS
Canberra, as they mistook her for a hospital ship.

Sandgate Post Office in
final stages of
construction, circa
1887

When the building
opened, on the first
floor it had residential
accommodation for
the postmaster, a dining room, post and telegraph
offices and public area on the ground floor and a
detached service wing housing kitchen, servant’s
quarters and wash house.
The layout was innovative, the central public area
with an entrance porch either side becoming a
principal feature of late 19th and early 20th century
Queensland post offices.
A telephone service was established in the Sandgate
Post and Telegraph Office in 1898 and a telephone
exchange was installed in 1907. The exchange was
removed to a new building c. 1959.
The exterior was restored in 1983-1984 and the
interior was refurbished in time for centenary
celebrations of the 1887 opening.
The building continued to function as a post office
until 2004, when it was sold to private enterprise. Its
renovated exterior continued to make a substantial

“Canberra started her illustrious career in 1961,
taking emigrants to a new life in Australia, but as
global transportation and travel habits evolved, so did
Canberra in order to survive. In the early 1970's she
was almost scrapped as the need for passenger
liners diminished. Air travel was becoming ever
cheaper and oil prices were increasing dramatically.
A last minute reprieve saw the ship transferred to the
growing cruising market.
In 1982 Canberra became an international heroine
as she transported British troops into the war zone of
the Falkland Islands. After the conflict, "The Great
White Whale" as she had become known, returned
home to a fantastic welcome in Southampton.
Following this, her popularity reached new heights
and she became the country's favourite ship for
another 15 years. Time and more stringent maritime
safety regulations finally took their toll. In 1996, P&O
announced the date on which Canberra would be
retired from service. In September 1997, following
one more rapturous homecoming, her long and
illustrious career was over.”
http://www.sscanberra.com/….
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One Day in May… (cont’d)

Talking about rogue container ships:

Containers Overboard – May 2020

Do you remember the YM Efficiency which lost 63
containers overboard near Newcastle in June 2018?
(Boat Talk Dec 2019). AMSA reports that at 8th May
2020, all identified shipping containers had been
recovered off the Hunter Coast. It brings an end to
subsea operations to recover thousands of tonnes of
waste and pollution that has mired Newcastle-Port
Stephens coastal communities for almost two years.
Offshore construction vessel, MV Pride, which
carried out the five-week operation, has returned to
Port of Newcastle with the final six containers which
will be processed by waste crews for salvage,
recycling or landfill. Recovery cost is about $17m. and
legal proceedings are pursuing the ship’s insurers.

On 24th May, 2020 – The Singapore-flagged
container ship APL England experienced a
temporary loss of propulsion during heavy seas
about 73 km southeast of Sydney just after 6.10am,
Australian Maritime Safety Authority said.
The ship was en route from China to Melbourne. "The
ship's power was restored within a few minutes but
during this time the ship reported that it was rolling
heavily, causing container stacks to collapse and
several containers to fall overboard," the statement
said.
In fact, about 50
containers fell into
2km-deep
water
and another 74
were
damaged
while many were
protruding
from
the starboard side
of the ship and
another three over
the portside.
The cargo rating for
the ship is “Hazard
A (Major)” which
means its cargo “is
considered to be
hazardous because
of its flammable,
corrosive, poisonous nature or other properties”. In
fact the cargo was “medical supplies including face
masks, furniture and car parts” with fire extinguishers
in some of the lost containers.
The APL England returned to dock in Brisbane on
27th May where unloading the containers was a big
problem. The ASMA laid charges against the master
of the APL England for offences relating to pollution
and damage of the marine environment as a result of
poor cargo loading. The AMSA also ordered $22
million from APL Singapore under the Protection of
the Seas Act, which must be paid before the ship will
be released from detention at the Port of Brisbane.
https://7news.com.au/news/disaster-andemergency/singaporean-cargo-ship-apl-england

Your Splendid Base
President Thomas took this great shot on 23rd May.

Kayaks – 4th May, 2020
We implore people kayaking from our base to wear
life jackets. We should be setting a good example in
safety and the rescue on 4th May of an experienced
kayaker should emphasis the need for caution.
A 40-year-old man found in the ocean after treading
water for about two hours ran into trouble while
kayaking kilometres off shore at Wellington Point.
Police commenced a search and rescue operation
using Water Police, Coast Guard and Polair after the
man contacted friends about midday saying he was
having difficulties about three kilometres off shore.
The sea was choppy, temperatures cool and winds
were at about 25 knots. Polair2 spotted an oar
approximately half a mile from the kayak.
Using drift trend from the kayak to the oar as
confirmation of a search pattern, Polair2 continued
searching and found the man at around 1.35pm.
Polair2 commenced
a search with the
crew
finding
a
partially submerged
kayak, with a pair of
white outrigger style
floats keeping it
from
sinking
completely.
The
rescued man was
taken to shore for medical assessment.
The young kayaker who was rescued by our crew
on 23rd May, at Shorncliffe was not wearing a life
jacket. Again we stress the value of keeping yourself
safe: wear life jackets!

VMR BRISBANE

11

MAY 2020

Very Early Australian History
With the limited air traffic to and from Australia during
the COVID-19 pandemic, now is a good time to look
at how our big island was discovered and accessed
when slow but adventurous shipping was the only
way to travel to parts of the unknown new world.
According to Wikipedia, following is a brief summary
of the earliest recorded Australian history.

1622

The Tryall was wrecked on Tryal Rocks,
northwest of the Montebello Islands, crew spent
seven days ashore before sailing a longboat to
Bantam in Java – this was the first recorded
shipwreck in Australian waters and first extended
stay in Australia by Europeans.[5]

16th Century
Year

Event

Several writers have argued that Portuguese
expeditions visited Australia at this time.
1521
However, historians generally disagree and
the evidence remains contentious.

17th Century
Year
1606

1623

Dutch captain Jan Carstensz navigated the Gulf
of Carpentaria aboard the Pera and Arnhem. The
Arnhem crossed the Gulf to reach and name
Groote Eylandt.

1629

VOC ship Batavia wrecked on Houtman
Abrolhos, off Geraldton. Mutiny ensued and at
least 110 men, women and children were
murdered. First European structure in Australia –
Wiebbe Hayes Stone Fort on West Wallabi
Island.

1642

Dutch explorer Abel Tasman explored the west
coast of Tasmania, landed on its east coast and
named the island Anthoonij van Diemenslandt.

1656

In 1656 the Vergulde Draeck struck a submerged
coral reef midway between what are now the
coastal towns of Seabird and Ledge Point,
Western Australia. On board were 193 crew,
eight boxes of silver coins worth 78,600 guilders
and trade goods to the value of 106,400 guilders.
Of the 193 crew, 118 are believed to have
perished. The initial 75 survivors, including the
ship's captain Pieter Albertszoon, and the under
steersman, made it to shore. They had with them
the ship's boat, a schuyt, along with a small
amount of provisions and stores washed on
shore. A number of rescue attempts were
conducted by the Dutch East India Company
once the loss was reported.

1681

English navigator John Daniel on the New
London charted the west coast of Australia,
including Rottnest Island and the Wallabi Group
of the Houtman Abrolhos.

1688

English explorer William Dampier explored the
west coast of Australia.

1696

Dutch explorer Willem de Vlamingh charted the
south-western coast of Australia, making a
landfall at Rottnest Island and the site of the
present-day city of Perth.

Event
The Dutch East India Company (VOC) ship
Duyfken, under Captain Willem Janszoon,
explored the western coast of Cape York
Peninsula, near what is now Weipa. This was the
first recorded landfall by a European on
Australian soil.
Pedro Fernandes de Queirós believed that he
had found the southern continent. He named it La
Austrialia del Espiritu Santo, in honour of
Margaret of Austria, Queen of Spain. He was
actually in Vanuatu.
Portuguese or Spanish seaman Luís Vaz de
Torres sailed through the Torres Strait, between
Australia and New Guinea, along the latter's
southern coast. Torres reported 'shoals', some of
which may have been the northernmost atolls of
the Great Barrier Reef.

1616

Dutch captain Dirk Hartog in the Eendracht made
the second recorded landfall by a European, at
Dirk Hartog Island on the western coast of
Australia. He left a commemorative plate, the
Hartog Plate.

1618

VOC ship Mauritius under command of
Supercargo Willem Janszoon, landed near North
West Cape, near the modern town of Exmouth,
and named Willem's River, later renamed
Ashburton River.
Created by Dutch
cartographer Joan
Blaeu in 1663 this
chart is based
partly
on
an
exploratory voyage
by the Dutch East
India company and
also
on
Abel

Tasman's sightings in 1642.

The English ship Tryall sighted Point Cloates on
the west coast of Australia.

The intricate, gilded 1.5m wide wall chart is entitled
Archipelagus Orientalis, sive Asiaticus (The Eastern and
Asian Archipelago) and is on display in the National
Gallery in Canberra after being acquired in 2013 in a
terrible condition and undergoing years of restoration.
(Queensland is depicted as joined to New Guinea because
the Torres Strait was yet to be discovered.)

