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DATES TO REMEMBER
FOOD TRUCK EVENT
Hosted by Tango Crew on

Sunday 18TH June, 2017
12 noon - 4 pm
(This change of times covers winter)

SCC AGM and PRESENTATION
5th June, 2017
Above: It’s hard to see them but Jean-Paul Cardoso and
James Maskell are with their children and are about to cast
Storm Watcha off for a cruise up the Pine River.

MEMBERS’ AFTERNOON TEA
Sunday, 25th June, 2017
2.30 – 4.00 pm

Around the Rigging
Welcome to our new members (below). We look
forward to seeing you around the base.
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ACTIVE CREW
Gerard Hyland

WATERSIDE
ASSIST

Richard Losper

James Brown

Gordon Farmer

Robert Grenier
Don Merritt
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Daniel Rouse

FULL
MEMBERS
Jason Harvey

Brett Whicker
John White

As this issue goes to print, the Sandgate Canoe Club
60s/70s Dance Party was underway. That’s a bit of
a contrast to the successful annual Wetlands Wander
which they held on 28th May and is evidence of their
varied events.
The Dance Party and SCC AGM will be followed by
the first Sunday Food Truck event on 18th June –
there will be several different food trucks with a
variety of meals so plan on coming down with your
family for a picnic lunch.
Also we’re getting close to our Members’ Afternoon
Tea – this is for all members and their families on
Sunday afternoon, 25th June. Take the opportunity
to come down to the clubhouse for afternoon tea and
a social get-together as well as a chance to win the
last Gooseclub draw. Bring a plate (with something
on it!) to share and have a chat over a cup of tea or
coffee. If you have any other ideas for different
activities, David Massam is always happy to hear
your suggestions so help us out by emailing him at
secretary@vmrbrisbane.com.au

Richard Hyde
VMR Brisbane is
proudly supported by
Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date with
all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane

95 Allpass Pde, Shorncliffe Qld 4017 Ph: 07 3269 8888 Fax: 07 3269 2245
www.vmrbrisbane.com.au
A/H Emergency 0428 022881
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President’s
Report
May has been a fairly
quiet month for VMR
Brisbane.
We are now nearly at
the end of another
financial year.
While we are very lucky
that our Association, VMR Brisbane, is a very
financially sustainable Association, every little bit
helps us provide for our Members.
So I would urge you to consider suggesting to your
Rich Uncles/ Aunties, Employers, Companies you
work for if they would consider a Tax Deductible
donation to a very worthy cause close to all of our
hearts. This helps your Association and also helps
them for Tax deductions if they need them. Win-Win
all round!
Unfortunately the May Food Truck event was
cancelled due to poor weather.
As things have started getting a little chilly in the
evenings, starting this month and continuing through
till September, the Food Truck Events will now be on
the 3rd Sunday of June, July, August and September
from 12 noon to 4pm.
I encourage you all to bring the family, including fur
kids and a picnic rug and enjoy an afternoon at your
VMR Brisbane.
Another date to put in your calendar is a Members’
Afternoon Tea on Sunday, 25th June at VMR
Brisbane. This will be a chance for all Members who
have missed the Food Truck Events and Crew BBQ's
to catch up again. Hopefully you’ve seen the
message about it on the front page of Boat Talk.
Other upcoming events that we require your
assistance with are:
 Einbunpin Festival on 30th of July.
The sign-up sheet is in the Radio Room on the
Sign In book.
Thank you to the Members who have already
volunteered to help us but it is a case of the more
the merrier.
 Emergency and Community Services Expo on
10th of September.
This year is looking bigger and better again thanks
to David Massam's hard work once more.
We have a lot of displays already booked in and a
good deal of interest which is great to see.

If you can help out on the day that would be greatly
appreciated. The sign-up sheet will be in the
Radio Room soon.
This gives all of us a chance to show off what a great
Association we are part of to all of our friends and
families.
There are now 3 months till our AGM. I ask all of you
to consider either a Support or Management position
where you believe you could make a difference at
VMR Brisbane.
If you would like to discuss any of these roles, please
feel free to talk to anyone on Management about the
position you are interested in.
There are many roles to fill and while the positions
are unpaid they can be very fulfilling and a great
experience.
Remember VMR Brisbane would not be what it is and
where it is without all of the extraordinary efforts of all
the hard working volunteers. Management and I
thank all of you for your amazing efforts.
Safe Boating
Best Regards
Thomas Grice
President, VMRB

Treasurer’s Advice
You will be pleased to hear there will be no increase
in fees this year for membership; the only increase
will be hardstand fees which will rise by CPI.
For the 2017/2018 year, memberships will be sent
out on 1st July with 14 days to pay. By doing this it
saves a lot of work for myself and also the auditor
as we will have no income in advance. However
please be aware if your invoice is not paid within the
14 days, your card access to the base will be turned
off until payment is made.
Best regards,
Col Nielsen,
Treasurer, VMRB.

Our Association is made up of the following clubs.
Please click on logo to find out more information.
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Activation Report
APRIL
14 – Quebec Crew on Sandgate 1 assisted a 6.5m
half cabin which experienced mechanical problems
this afternoon whilst travelling from Tangalooma. The
vessel with 2 POB (below) was towed from Mud
Island back to Whyte Island.
th
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ACTIVE CREW ANNIVERSARY
Congratulations and thank you to Paul Harris, a
valued member who has volunteered 7 years of
service since joining in May.
Paul Harris 2010

June Crew Roster
Mon 1
Sat
6
Sat 13
Sat 20
Sat 27

Tango
Bravo
Charlie
Foxtrot
Alpha

Sun 7
Sun 14
Sun 21
Sun 28

Papa
Quebec
November
Sierra

16th - Sandgate 1 assisted a 6m fibreglass vessel
broken down near the small sandhills. The vessel
with 2 POB (below) was towed back to Cabbage Tree
Creek.

28th – Sierra Crew on Sandgate 1 assisted a 5m
Cruisecraft (below) with 4 POB which was
experiencing fuel problems. The vessel was towed
from east of Mud Island to Whyte Island Boat Ramp.

21st – A short but essential tow by November Crew of
a vessel with 1 POB (below) from Shorncliffe to the
Cabbage Tree Creek Public Ramp.

Management News
Port of Brisbane has given us a grant of $5,000 which
will help with the purchase of a new motor on
Sandgate Rescue 2.
It was decided to have the last Members’ Gooseclub
draw at our Afternoon Tea on 25th June. It will keep
being drawn until it is won.
Congratulations to our new “Coxswains Daylight
Hours Only” – Tony Lloyd, Col Nielsen and Noel
Luxton.

Thank you to all the crews who assisted with these
activations. We are grateful when we receive
activation details and photos to help promote VMR
Brisbane. Please email any information through to
editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au
and
also
to
admin@vmrbrisbane.com.au

Function Centre Bookings
If you would like to book our venue for a function,
please give as much notice as possible. Contact
Lizzie on hallhire@brisbane.com.au
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Food Truck Event
The rain was falling at VMRB on Friday 19th May
when the decision was made to cancel the Food
Trucks.
However over winter this event will be held on the 3rd
Sunday of every month, starting at 12 noon with food
on sale from the vans and drinks on sale from our
Club until 4 pm. Club members are invited to stay
later. It is great that the public attend in such
numbers and bar sales including boutique beers from
the All Inn Brewing Co are excellent. The next Food
Trucks event will be on Sunday, 18th June from 12
noon to 4.30 pm.

Members On The Water

Paddy and Jack packing up the Polynesian Va'a-alo
Outrigger Canoe Club boats while (below) Editor Deidre
does get out occasionally – seen with Ray Henery and
the Windham’s Distraction (with an “a”)
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Emergency & Community
Services Expo
10th September, 2017 from 9.00 am to 2.30 pm.
As in any event, the key to success is publicity in any
form. We will be undertaking heavy publicity in the
media, placing banners and posters in strategic
locations, and will have flyers for distribution closer to
the day. In addition, any assistance from participants
with publicity on Facebook, Social Media, Websites,
Newsletters and the good old “word of mouth” will be
greatly appreciated to the overall benefit of
participants.
A jumping castle, face painting and craft activities will
be on site for the kids at no charge, these were very
popular last year. We have a new addition, thanks to
Faye from Brisbane City Council: a scavenger hunt
activity will be held.
The Expo is a local event where people can wander
around the stalls situated at our base and on the
neighbouring council land on the bank of Cabbage
Tree Creek.
It’s a great relaxed and FREE day for the whole
family to enjoy whilst learning about Emergency
Services and what to do in an emergency situation.
If you know of a Community Service or Recreation
Group who may be interested in participating for
promotional or Fund Raising reasons, please contact
David Massam at secretary@vmrbrisbane.com.au.

Sandgate Canoe Club
On Sunday, 28th May, 2017, Sandgate Canoe Club’s annual
Wetlands Wander attracted a huge crowd of paddlers and
friends to Cabbage Tree Creek.

“Sierra’s May crew day was based around the SCC’s
Wetland Wander. We provided two safety boats for
the event that saw a large number of paddlers
compete on a course that started in Cabbage Tree
Creek, adjacent to Baxter’s Jetty then up Nundah
Creek. It was an uneventful event with all contestants
finishing. Many thanks to Callum for joining us for the
day so that we could operate two boats.
Prior to the start of the Canoe race we received a
request to assist a vessel upstream of the Gateway
Bridge with a flat battery. It was a straight forward
assist and we soon had the vessel and her crew
underway.
In the afternoon we conducted a navigation exercise
to Redcliffe jetty in ideal conditions. Later on the
more keen of us spent about an hour practicing our
docking skills.”

Photo above courtesy of onewhishphotographyanddesign
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Is A Boat Ramp A Road?

The Power Boat Engine

When we retrieve our boats after a boat outing, we
back our trailers into the water, load the boat, drive
up the ramp to get out of other boaties’ way before
stopping and securing the boat. That’s what Mr. Nico
Brand did in March when he used the public ramp
next to the Powerboat Club at Golden Beach
(Caloundra). However we now know this is not the
way to do it any more.

Wikipedia states that “A motorboat, speedboat, or
powerboat is a boat which is powered by an engine.
Some motorboats are fitted with inboard engines,
others have an outboard motor installed on the rear,
containing the internal combustion engine, the
gearbox and the propeller in one portable unit.”
The first known outboard motor was a small 5
kilogram (11 lb) electric unit designed around 1870
by Gustave Trouvé, and patented in May 1880
(Patent No 136,560). Later about 25 petrol powered
outboards may have been produced in 1896 by
American Motors Co—but neither of these two
pioneering efforts appear to have had much impact.
The Waterman outboard engine appears to be the
first real gasoline-powered outboard offered for sale.
Developed by Cameron Waterman, a young Yale
Engineering student, it was developed from 1903,
with a patent application filed in 1905. Starting in
1906, the company went on to make thousands of his
"Porto-Motor" units, claiming 25,000 sales by 1914.
The inboard boat motor firm of Caille Motor Company
of Detroit were instrumental in making the cylinder
and engines.
The most successful early outboard motor was
created by Norwegian-American inventor Ole
Evinrude in 1909. Between 1909 and 1912, Evinrude
made thousands of his outboards and the three horse
units were sold around the world. His Evinrude
Outboard Co. was spun off to other owners, and he
went on to success after starting the ELTO company
to produce a two-cylinder motor - ELTO stood for
Evinrude Light Twin Outboard. The 1920s were the
first high-water mark for the outboard with Evinrude,
Johnson, ELTO, Atwater Lockwood and dozens of
other makers in the field.
Historically, a majority of outboards have been twostroke powerheads fitted with a carburettor due to the
design's inherent simplicity, reliability, low cost and
light weight. Drawbacks include increased pollution,
due to the high volume of unburned gasoline and oil
in their exhaust, and louder noise.
Although four stroke outboards have been sold since
the late 1920s, in 1962 Homelite introduced a
commercially viable four cycle outboard, a 55horsepower motor, based on the 4 cylinder Crosley
automobile engine. In the early 1980s Honda Motor
Co. introduced its first four-stroke powerhead. The
inherent advantages of four-stroke motors included:
lower pollution (especially oil in the water), noise
reduction, increased fuel economy, increased low
end torque, and smoother operation.

38 people were fined in the boat ramp blitz

A host of police officers and Department of Transport
and Main Roads officers were at the ramp and hit Mr.
Brand with a $365 fine and 3 demerit points for not
wearing a seatbelt for the 15 metres from when he
loaded his trailer to when he stopped to tie the boat
down.
Caloundra police officer-in-charge John Mahony said
boat ramps and car parks were road-related areas so
normal traffic rules and regulations applied.
"The legislation states that if the vehicle is in a
forward motion on a road-related area then the
seatbelt is to be worn," Senior Sergeant Mahony
said. "You do not have to wear a seatbelt if you are
reversing, however, prior to the vehicle commencing
a forward motion following a reversing action you
have to wear a seatbelt.”
Mr Brand queried why he was not fined for having an
unsecured load but that was “an example of police
using discretion”. Snr Sgt Mahony said high-visibility
police operations, like the one in which Mr Brand was
stopped, were as much about educating drivers as
enforcing the law. (!)
So now we know…
We think the boat ramp at VMRB is exempt from this
road rule as it is behind a locked gate but the jury is
still out.
By the way, if you've watched ice road truckers in
Canada, they are required to not wear seat-belts
while driving on ice lakes, in case they fall through
and have to make a hasty exit. Could, or should, the
same theory apply at boat ramps?
Thanks to Sunshine Coast Daily for the facts.
https://www.sunshinecoastdaily.com.au/profile/TessaMapstone/

