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Boat Talk
VMR Brisbane’s Monthly Newsletter

DATES TO REMEMBER
FOOD TRUCK EVENT
Every 3rd Friday with the next one
hosted by Sierra Crew on

21st April, 2017
4 - 8 pm

ANZAC DAY PARADE
25th April at Sandgate

60s/70s DANCE PARTY
Hosted by Sandgate Canoe Club.
Date in May to be confirmed.
Above: Joy and VMRB Secretary David Massam buying
seafood from Vivianne Hillier’s and Gary Radford’s trawler
tied up at our pontoon as part of the Food Truck evening
on 17th February. By the way, Commercial Coxswain
Vivianne is skipper of Bravo Crew and our first female
skipper.

Around the Rigging
Our long spell of hot weather has been ideal for
boating and people have been mindful of boating
conditions. This is reflected in the few callouts over
the last month.
Welcome to our new members (below). We look
forward to seeing you around the base.
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We greatly appreciated the support of All Inn Brewing
for the fantastic opportunity to bring awareness of our
volunteer Marine Rescue organisation through their
boutique brewery at Banyo during March. A huge
thank you to Deagon Bulk Meats for supplying and
donating meat trays as prizes over the past month.
2,100 ‘likes’ have been recorded on the VMRB
Facebook page. Please check our page for stories
and don’t forget to “like” and “share” them.
A major annual event coming up is the QCYC
Brisbane to Gladstone Yacht Race with which we will
be assisting together with CG Redcliffe and VMR
Bribie Island. Read on to see how you can view live
coverage of the start.

It’s a pity the proposed Members’ Challenge Golf Day
in May has been cancelled due to lack of interest. We
WATERSIDE
are always interested in hearing of new ideas for
ASSIST
activities and get-togethers. Just drop a line to
Kornel Domonji
Secretary David Massam at VMR Brisbane with your
FULL
Daniel Jones
suggestions. Stay tuned for details of the 60s/70s
MEMBERS
Curtis Mulvena
Dance Party in May to be hosted by Sandgate Canoe
Allana Bold
Club.
Dean Stirling
VMR Brisbane is
proudly supported
by
Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date with
all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane

ACTIVE CREW
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95 Allpass Pde, Shorncliffe Qld 4017 Ph: 07 3269 8888 Fax: 07 3269 2245
www.vmrbrisbane.com.au
A/H Emergency 0428 022881
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Brisbane to Gladstone Yacht
Race
On Easter Friday, 14th April, the start of the 2017
Brisbane to Gladstone Yacht Race will be LiveStreamed from Shorncliffe, home of the Queensland
Cruising Yacht Club.
An initiative of the QCYC which hosts the 308 NM
race, all the action will be streamed LIVE to anyone
with a hand held device or computer, locally,
nationally and across the globe.
This technology adopted by the QCYC, in partnership
with the Gladstone Regional Council will reignite the
passion and interest, not only for the start, but bring
the excitement and fanfare of the event back to
Shorncliffe and Gladstone.
There will be 4 cameras including one on Black Jack,
who took Line Honours in the last 3 years’ Races. To
keep up with it all, click on Brisbane2Gladstone

Queensland Sporting Hovercraft
Club
It was something different for Cabbage Tree Creek
on Sunday, 19th March 2017 when 4 hovercrafts left
from the Nudgee Beach boat ramp and made their
way to Shorncliffe. (Photo courtesy of Geoffrey
Redman, Sandgate Environmental Appreciation
Society - SEAS.)
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All the waders need from you is to be left alone.
Please try to keep a respectable distance when you
are down at the foreshore. And please try not to
move fast when they are close-by and definitely no
chasing by dogs, horses, children or anything else
able to cause disturbance. Disturbing sea gulls will
alarm and therefore also disturb waders. If we all do
the right thing we will be able to enjoy our visiting
waders for a long time to come.

April Crew Roster
Sat

1

Charlie

Sun

2 Tango

Sat

8

Foxtrot

Sun

9 Papa

Fri

14

Bravo

Sat

15 Alpha

Sun 16

Sierra

Mon 17 Quebec

Sat

22

Charlie

Sun 23 November

Tues 25

Foxtrot

Sat

Alpha

29

Sun 30 Sierra

Our Association is made up of the following clubs.
Please click on logo to find out more information.

Sandgate Yacht Club
Shorncliffe Shore Birds
As interesting as it was to see the hovercrafts, there
is another side to activities on the mudflats which
Renate Hottman-Schaefer of SEAS feels we should
know.
This foreshore has been listed as a wetland of
national and international significance because of the
important role it plays in the survival of migratory
waders. Most of the visiting waders are here from
September to March. When they arrive from Alaska
or Siberia, they urgently need to make up for the
approx. 40% of bodyweight lost during their 12 000
km flight. And when they are preparing to leave for
their breeding grounds they need to be able to fatten
up as they may otherwise not be able to leave or
survive the journey.

The Flying Fifteens 50th anniversary will see a lot of
activity around our base in November 2017. Their
season ends in May, and resumes in September.

Sandgate Canoe Club
The Sandgate Canoe Club is planning a great
60s/70s Dance Party at a date to be advised in May
in our hall.

2017 Anzac Day Service
VMRB will participate in the Sandgate Anzac Day
Parade - contact Bob Chapman on (07) 3216.5521
for details. Full uniform must be worn. Medals to
be worn as usual but relatives’ medals are to be worn
on the right breast. We will meet at 0530 hours at the
corner of 3rd Avenue and Flinders Parade for the walk
to Sandgate War Memorial Park.
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Activation Report
MARCH
5th – While returning from a training run to
Scarborough, Energex Sandgate 1 performed a
community service by righting an upturned
catamaran.
14th – Late in the afternoon a 55 ft yacht with 3 POB
couldn’t move as it had gearbox trouble. Nino and
his Charlie Crew managed a short but technically
difficult tow to the yacht’s mooring at Gardens Point.
The yacht’s owner was amazed Nino was able to
manoeuvre through the other boats (not in this pic) to
precisely place the yacht right on his mooring post.
They were able to assist one of the people to the
shore so he could catch an urgent interstate flight.
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ACTIVE CREW ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations and thank you to the crew
members who have volunteered over 5 years of
service and who joined in March.
Nino Aceto
2001
Chris Hillyard
2007
Jean-Paul Cardoso
2007
Col Neilsen
2012
Shane Traversari
2012
Thank you to all the crews who assisted with these
activations. We are grateful to crews who send
activation details and photos through to help promote
VMR Brisbane.

25th – Bravo Crew provided jump start assistance but
had to tow the boat to the Cabbage Tree Creek Boat
Ramp.
26th - November Crew on board Energex Sandgate 1
assisted a 4.5m broken down vessel with electrical
problems. The vessel with 2 POB was located near
the Rous Channel and towed back to Cabbage Tree
Creek.

(Above) Sierra Crew ready for action.

Management News

30th - A very white shaky canoeist reported to the
Crew on Duty that he had been “stalked” by a large
shark in the area leading out from the creek, and he
had marks on his canoe to prove it.

To stop water entering the downstairs Members’
area, a new drain has been installed from the
grassed area of the main building to Cabbage Tree
Creek, and the small training room under the Radio
Room is being refurbished.
A new computer data base was installed due to major
virus attacks. This was not budgeted for, but
unfortunately funds had to be expended due to
security or all membership, financial and other
records would have been lost.
Energex has advised that with the amalgamation of
Energex and Ergon Energy, no further funding will be
available to VMR Squadrons at this time. Energex
has been a wonderful sponsor of our VMR unit in
particular and will be sorely missed.
March 8 was International Women’s Day and we
would like to thank our valuable 12 female Active
Crew members who work on our vessels and assist
people in distress in Moreton Bay and surrounding
areas.
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Food Truck Event
th

On 17 March the Food Truck Collective Brisbane's
King Of The Wings, the Frying Piggy, the Bone Lorry,
Micasa Food Truck, and Yummi Fruit Ice Creamery
came to VMR Brisbane. Although we had a nasty
storm pass through in the late afternoon, it’s a lovely
venue and families were still able to picnic on the
grass. We even had a trawler selling prawns and
crabs from our pontoon. This event is now scheduled
to be held on the 3rd Friday of every month, starting
around 4 pm with food on sale from the vans and
drinks on sale from our Club until 8 pm. Club
members are invited to stay later. It is good that the
public attend in such numbers and bar sales
including boutique beers from the All Inn Brewing Co
are excellent so mark the next one in your diary now:
Friday 21st April.
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Members On The Water
POLYNESIAN VA'A-ALO OUTRIGGER CANOE
CLUB

(Above left) Nessi preparing refreshments for the paddlers
returning from their morning outing (above right).

It was a beautiful day on 26th March. As November
Crew left to perform a rescue, other members were
also heading out into the bay.

(Above) Bravo Crew ready to serve Boutique Beer to
Richard. (Below) Some of the crowd eating and listening
to the musicians.

(Above) Neil and Annette Sheppard

Why so glum Richard and Joe? Oh, waiting for more
members! Just as well Karl and Col were there.

(Above) Jason Matthey
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Aust Maritime Safety Authority

Organisations at VMRB

AMSA officers have identified some common
electrical hazards on vessels, which don’t meet the
requirements of the National Standard for
Commercial Vessels (NSCV).

Regular hirers of our hall include

BATTERIES IN COMPARTMENTS ALSO
CONTAINING SOURCES OF IGNITION
This combination results in a serious risk of
explosion, so sources of ignition such as circuit
breakers, switches, electrical and electronic
components must always be kept outside of the
battery compartment.
Lead-acid batteries are particularly dangerous
because they vent hydrogen, which is highly
flammable. Lithium-ion batteries should also be in a
suitable container because large increases in cell
temperature can cause venting of gases or
chemicals, with corrosive or flammable vapours
leading to a fire or explosion. Gases vented by
lithium-ion batteries can include hydrogen, carbon
monoxide, carbon dioxide, halogens and methane.

LACK OF MECHANICAL PROTECTION
AROUND THE BATTERY
Batteries must be contained in a well-secured battery
box with a fitted lid and adequate ventilation.
Batteries can also be kept in a dedicated battery
compartment that protects the battery from
mechanical damage, exposure to moisture, and the
possibility of short circuit due to accidental contact
with loose metal tools and other conductive articles.

MESSY WIRING AND UNPROTECTED
CONNECTIONS
Other commonly seen hazards include unsecured
wiring, connections that are not protected in a
junction box and incomplete cable entries.

ALLSTATE BOAT LICENSING AND TRAINING
Peter and Sandy Reid run regular one day
Queensland Boat Licence Courses and Jetski
Licence Courses at our base. Allstate Boat Licensing
and Training is Maritime Safety Queenslands'
BoatSafe No.1 approved Trainers. The friendly
professional trainers are highly qualified, practical
specialists in: Recreational Marine Drivers (RMDL),
Personal Water Craft (PWC) Queensland boat and
jetski licence training and assessment.
The following dates for April are dependent on
numbers:
Sun 2nd April 2017
Wed 5th April 2017
Sat 8th April 2017
Wed 12th April 2017
Wed 19th April 2017
Sat 22nd April 2017
Wed 26th April 2017
Sun 30th April 2017
Phone Allstate on 0428 981770 for further details or
to book into a course and check out their website on
www.boatlicensing.com.au

SANDGATE CWA
Lesley Mayes would be happy to hear from any
ladies interested in joining their new group. She
advises that meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday
of each month starting at 9.30 a.m. with a discussion
of what is coming up, fund raising events, etc. and
what other branches are doing. There are many
members in the Greater Brisbane Division who
volunteer their expertise across many facets of skill
training for women in the community - providing
workshops (cooking/crafts, and so on).
They ran a stall at last September's VMR Emergency
Services Community event - a lot of fun, and the
opportunity to mix with other local community groups.
There is a guest speaker at each meeting, covering
a topic of interest or sharing a skill or craft with them.
In March the very interesting and informative
speaker’s topic was "Understanding Parkinson's"
After the speaker, there is a morning tea break, and
then follow with whatever activity has been planned.
Lesley says “We are open to any suggestions that will
benefit our group and our local community and would
welcome new members at our next meeting on 19th
April”. Contact Lesley at CWA Sandgate

Venue Bookings
For the full article with descriptive pictures, click onElectrical Hazards on Board.

If you would like to book our venue for a function,
please give as much notice as possible as bookings
are at an all-time high. Contact Lizzie on VMRB Hall
Hire.

VMR BRISBANE
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Parking at VMRB

Emergency Codes

All members are reminded that for safety, no vehicles
should be parked on the dirt area adjacent to the
radio room and Brownsea Scouts area. This area is
not VMRB property and is used as an access point
for Scouts Water Activities, and can also pose a risk
for vehicles entering via the boom gate, entering and
leaving the hardstand area, and backing down to the
ramp. Please park vehicles in the hardstand area.

It was interesting to see a list of Emergency Codes
on ships, some of which use our Crew names.
(Different ships have variations.) The universal one
is seven or more short blasts of the ship’s whistle,
followed by one long blast, which means passengers
should assemble at their muster stations.
Alpha, Alpha, Alpha: Medical emergency.
Bravo, Bravo, Bravo: Fire or other serious incident.
Charlie:
Security threat.
Delta
Damage to the ship.
Papa:
Pollution or oil spill.
Sierra:
Call for a stretcher.
In case you are on a cruise ship and listening to
announcements (which are for the crew), here are
some others:
Code Red – Outbreak of norovirus or illness. It
means the ship must undergo deep cleaning and sick
passengers should stay in their rooms.
Code Green and Code Yellow indicate less severe
outbreak of norovirus or illness which needs some
attention.
Mr Mob or Oscar, Oscar, Oscar – Man overboard.
Echo, Echo, Echo – Possible collision with another
ship, or in other cases a warning of high winds.
Red Parties, Red Parties, Red Parties; Alpha Team,
Alpha Team, Alpha Team or Priority 1 – Possible fire
on board.
Priority 2:
Leak.

All Emergency Services Expo
Some of our members represented VMRB at the
multi-agency Brisbane All Emergency Services Expo
held on 5th March at Teralba Park. VMR Brisbane
and Brisbane City SES joined to bring Floodboat
Rescue simulations to the appreciative crowd.

Emergency & Community
Services Expo
10th September, 2017 from 9.00 am to 2.30 pm.
Since its inception in 2014, the Emergency &
Community Services Expo is becoming an up and
coming FREE day for the whole family to enjoy whilst
learning about Emergency Services and what to do
in an emergency situation.
A relaxed day for all the community, the Expo is a
local event where people can wander around the
stalls situated at our base and on the neighbouring
council land on the bank of Cabbage Tree Creek.
It’s a great day for community groups to showcase
their organisation and raise some funds as well. As
you are no doubt aware, the Expo is run by VMR
Brisbane volunteers and the Expo continues to get
bigger each year. As the Expo is a community event,
community groups and organisations/businesses
from the local area will be given preference for stall
sites.
If you know of a Community Service or Recreation
Group who may be interested in participating for
promotional or Fund Raising reasons, please contact
our Secretary, David Massam at VMR Brisbane.

Queen Mary 2 which was at the Grain Store recently and
promoted thinking about emergency codes.

Members’ Boat Ramp
For many years members’ have had issues with our
deteriorating boat ramp. Now we have had to have
new survey plans drawn up at our expense. These
will be received within the next few weeks, and once
submitted to the Lands Department for registration,
we will be in a position to finalise the lease with
Transport & Main Roads, and to look at finally
replacing the present ramp subject to finances and
availability of grants (price obtained 2 years ago was
over $120,000).

