
Around the Rigging 
It has been a relatively quiet month for activations but 

crews were able to undertake some significant 

training exercises. 

Welcome to our new members (below).  We look 
forward to seeing you around the base. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above Left: Tango Crew (with Ray in the radio room 

and Helen on rotation) were ready for anything on a 

very windy Sunday at the end of February. 

President Thomas has detailed some changes 

around our base in his report on page 2. 

Something different is the Golf Day planned for 21st 

May across the road at Sandgate Golf Club. See the 

last page of this newsletter for details but you can 

start by filling in the Nomination Form. 

Another innovation is every Friday in March, from 

5pm-7pm, All In Brewing Co. is supporting VMRB so 

call in to 189 Elliott Rd, Banyo for some additive-free 

boutique beer and chance to win prizes while 

publicising VMRB. 

There are things included in this newsletter which 

have already appeared on our Facebook page but it 

is thought that, as many of our members do not 

access Facebook, it is sensible to add them here.   

However, if you are a VMRB Facebook user, please 

visit our page and give us a ‘Like’. 

We hope you enjoy catching up with activities 

around the base. 
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Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date with 
all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane 

 

ACTIVE CREW 
Kevin Summers 

1 

FULL 

MEMBERS 
Anthony Hose 
Sosefo Inoke 
Roi McKee 

Richard Mortess 
Andrew Sherrin 

5 

 

WATERSIDE 

ASSIST 
Troy Bedford 

Paul Day 
Stephen De Maria 

Edward Hooper 
Ian Moore 

Murray Peacock 
Andrew Powell 

Graeme Smithers 

8 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

FOOD TRUCK EVENT 
Every 3rd Friday with the next one 

hosted by Bravo Crew on 

17th March, 2017 
4 - 8 pm 

 

MEMBERS’ CHALLENGE GOLF 
DAY 

21ST May at Sandgate Golf Club  
12 Noon 

95 Allpass Pde, Shorncliffe Qld 4017  Ph: 07 3269 8888   Fax: 07 3269 2245  
www.vmrbrisbane.com.au           A/H Emergency 0428 022881   

VMR Brisbane is 

proudly supported 

by 

 

http://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/about-us/members-challenge-golf-day-2017.html
http://facebook.com/VMRBrisbane
http://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/
http://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/VMRBrisbane/
http://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/
http://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/


 

President’s 
Report 
You may have noticed 
some new things 
around the Club House: 

the roof over the 
balcony, a new gate for 
the hardstand, a nearly 

refurbished Sandgate 2 and Food Trucks. 

A couple of things you may not have noticed are the 
new gutter guard on the roofs and the new Cardiffair 
system. 

The roof over the balcony has been a long term 
project of Management and is great to see what a 
difference it has made to the look of the Club House 
but also adds to the usability of the Venue. 

Our Venue Manager at the moment is doing an 
amazing job. It is great to see this part of our 
Association being so well utilised. I believe there are 
only a few Fridays left in March not booked. A note 
on this for all Associated Groups to submit any 
events or need for either the Upstairs or Downstairs 
area as soon as possible so we can lock the dates in 
for you. 

The hardstand gate upgrade is part of the security 
system upgrade at the base and this addition will 
ensure only financial members can access any part 
of our facilities and make the hardstand area just that 
little more secure.  As a part of this project we were 
approached by the Scouts next door as to what we 
were doing with the old gates. So those of you who 
were attached to the old gates will be happy to know 
that VMR Brisbane has donated them to the Scouts 
and they will be installed to secure the Scouts’ 
growing fleet. 

We received a Grant some time ago for the upgrade 
of Sandgate 2 with a view to keeping the vessel 
operational but being in a bit better shape as a vessel 
to take to things like Brisbane All Emergency 
Services Expo on Sunday, 5th of March at Teralaba 
Park, Osbourne Rd, Everton Park. This is a free 
family event so if you would like to stop in and say Hi 
or would like to help out at our stand please let us 
know. 

Also a big thank you and acknowledgement of our 
Grant writer who does an amazing job in the 
background. 

The Food Trucks have approached us to have a 
regular event on the 3rd Friday of every month 
depending on the support we and they receive. The 
last event was hosted by Foxtrot Crew and was a 
very successful and enjoyable night for all with some 
live music this time. 

The March Food Truck event will be hosted by Bravo 
Crew on 17th March so please mark it in your 
calendar and come down and enjoy your Association. 

The Gutter Guard has been installed to keep leaves 
and other rubbish out of the gutters. This will help in 
the future maintenance of the buildings and also help 
prevent the gutters backing up and flooding back into 
the roof space and causing other damage to the 
buildings. 

And finally the Cardiffairs. Here is a bit of a funny 
story which you can take what you want from. 

We looked at air conditioning the Upstairs area and 
as part of this process requested some advice and a 
quote from Cardiffair. The first comment from the guy 
from Cardiffair who came to have a look was “Are 
these still here?” Turns out he had installed them in 
his Apprenticeship and he has now just retired after 
providing us with the advice and quote to have them 
upgraded. 

Nothing ever happens in a hurry at VMR. (Unless 
Tony L is involved). 

After all of this, I am happy to report from Col that we 
are still in a very good financial position. 

The only other planned expenditure we have for this 
year is the replacement of the motors on Sandgate 1. 
We have applied for a Grant for these but are in a 
position to purchase the motors ourselves if the Grant 
is unsuccessful. 

Best Regards 
Thomas Grice 
President 

The Dept of Transport & Main Roads, through 
Maritime Safety Queensland, have posted a new 
“Maritime Minute” to the Department’s Facebook 
page. This short video explains the Int Regulations 
for Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREGS) in 
simple terms.   TMR COLREGS on Facebook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Association is made up of the following clubs. 
Please click on logo to find out more information. 
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March Crew Roster 
Sat   4   Charlie  Sun   5   Papa 

Sat 11   Foxtrot  Sun 12   Sierra 

Sat 18   Alpha  Sun 19   Quebec 

Sat 25   Bravo  Sun 26   November 

https://www.facebook.com/ESEBNE/
https://www.facebook.com/ESEBNE/
https://www.facebook.com/TMRQld/videos/1345996182109928/?pnref=story
http://www.syc.org.au/
http://sandgate.canoe.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/PVOCCShorncliffe/?fref=ts


Activation Report 

FEBRUARY 

7th - Sandgate Rescue 2 assisted a 5m half cabin with 
a flat battery. The vessel with 2 POB was towed from 
Boggy Creek to Whyte Island Boat Ramp. 

10th - Energex Sandgate 1 was requested to assist a 
broken down 5.2m Haines Signature with 2 POB this 
evening. The vessel was located near the Brisbane 
River Channel and towed to Whyte Island. 

11th - A request via Redcliffe Coast Guard was 
received to assist a 5.8m half cabin with 2 POB. 
Energex Sandgate 1 towed the vessel from the 
Koopa Channel back to Cabbage Tree Creek. (See 
picture below of tow in rough conditions.) 

11th – Energex Sandgate 1 assisted 2 POB on board 
a sinking vessel late tonight. After receiving the call, 
VMR Brisbane contacted the Brisbane Water Police. 
Police Crew on board the GJ Olive picked up the 2 
POB and transferred them back to the VMR Brisbane 
base. Energex Sandgate 1 towed the 4.5m half cabin 
from Mud Island back to the base at Cabbage Tree 
Creek. 

17th - Sandgate Rescue 2 assisted a 4.5m tinny 
which was taking on water off Mud Island. The vessel 
with 1 POB was towed back to Boggy Creek. 

24th - Brisbane Water Police and VMR North 
Stradbroke Island assisted by pumping out a 50ft 
sailing boat which was taking on water after 
sustaining a fractured keel on the South Passage 
Bar. The vessel with 2 POB was towed by VMR North 
Stradbroke Island to Mud Island where VMR 
Brisbane took over the tow on to Rivergate Marina. 
The VMR Brisbane crew helped the marina staff to 
lift the vessel out of the water. 

Thank you to all the crews who assisted with these 

activations. We are grateful to the crews who send 

activation details and photos through to help 

promote VMR Brisbane.  

Water Police Recognition 
On 1st Feb VMR Brisbane along with other VMR and 

Coast Guard groups attended the Water Police base 

at Whyte Island for a debrief of the last 12 months’ 

operations and plans on working closer with QPS and 

other agencies in the future. All groups received a 

plaque of appreciation presented by the Inspector for 

Water Police. 

 

 

Management News 
A necessary review and upgrade of IT systems is 

underway. but the hardstand gate with swipe card 

only access has now been installed. 

The new Cardiffair air conditioning system is in place 

in our main building. 

Sandgate 2 has been refurbished with funds from a 

Port of Brisbane grant. 

VMRB will be assisting with the Brisbane to 

Gladstone Yacht Race starting on 14th April in 

conjunction with CG Redcliffe and VMR Bribie Island.  

Following discussions re Emergency Services Cadet 

Units catering for 12-16 year olds, it has been 

decided to be a Support Unit which means our venue 

could be used by other Queensland Units to provide 

information and training services. 

A very nervous first time crew member says to the 

skipper, "Do yachts like this sink very often?" 

"Not too often," replied the skipper. "Usually it's only 

the once." 
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ACTIVE CREW ANNIVERSARIES 
Congratulations and thank you to the crew 
members who have volunteered over 5 years of 
service and who joined in February.  

Nigel Turner 25 Years 
Joe McCoy 20 Years 
Karl Nast 12 Years 
Greg Keogh 11 Years 
Michael Gil Bailey 11 Years 

https://www.facebook.com/Energex/
https://www.facebook.com/Energex/
https://www.facebook.com/Energex/
https://www.facebook.com/Energex/
https://www.facebook.com/VMR-North-Stradbroke-Island-109615712703889/
https://www.facebook.com/VMR-North-Stradbroke-Island-109615712703889/


Visitors to VMR Brisbane 
VMR Brisbane welcomed Sally Baisden and Nicole 
Doyle from Emergency Services Cadets to our base 
for a discussion on how Emergency Services Cadets 
works and what opportunities VMR Brisbane may be 
able to assist with. 

VMR Brisbane looks forward to working with 
Emergency Service Cadets as a resource and host 
to the Cadets to give them exposure to Marine 
Rescue Blue Water operations. 
 

A couple of days beforehand, VMR Brisbane 
welcomed Mike Wassing, Deputy Commissioner at 
Queensland Fire and Emergency Services for a tour 
of our base and rescue vessels before settling down 
to discuss challenges for Volunteer Marine Rescue 
and Volunteers in general. 

President, Thomas Grice said that he is looking 
forward to a very bright future for Volunteering in 
Queensland and Volunteer Marine Rescue with 
some great strategies to benefit Communities and 
the Volunteers that support them in times of need. 

   
 

(Above left): Thomas with Sally Baisdon and Nicole Doyle 
from Emergency Services Cadets and  
(Above Right) Thomas with Mike Wassing from Qld Fire 
& Emergency Services. 

Ovation of the Seas 

 
 

Ovation of the Seas, owned by Royal Caribbean and 
the fourth largest ship in the world, berthed in 
Brisbane on 22nd February.  The 348m long ship 
which came into service in April 2016 was allocated 
space at the Grain Store, and P&O’s Arcadia 
(289.9m) berthed in front of it.  The two ships created 
a lot of interest from Brisbane residents who crowded 
on the other side of the Brisbane River to any 
vantage points.  With over 4,000 passengers on 
Ovation and another 2,000 on Arcadia, it meant a 
great boost to SE Qld’s economy for the day… and 
emphasised the need for another cruise terminal. 

More about Jellyfish 
Last month we wrote about the Irukandji jellyfish and 
its move south down the Queensland coast.  Lately 
reports have been received about the Irukandji 
Morbakka jellyfish which has stung people in the 
Manly area. 

The Morbakka jellyfish which was discovered in 
Moreton Bay and named in 2008 by marine stinger 
expert Dr Lisa-Ann Gershwin is usually less 
venomous than other species of Irukandji. 

The sting can cause Irukandji syndrome and may not 
appear for five to 45 minutes after initial sting and 
symptoms include severe backache or headache, 
shooting pains in muscles, chest or abdomen, 
nausea, vomiting, breathing difficulties, anxiety and 
restlessness. 

Usual treatment is flooding with vinegar.  
Why vinegar?  Vinegar does not relieve pain, 
however, it does something much better: it may save 
your life. Vinegar neutralises the discharge 
mechanism of stinging cells, so that they are instantly 
and permanently unable to discharge. It doesn't work 
for every species of jellyfish, but it does work for 
every species of box jellyfish and Irukandji that have 
been tested, and is believed to work for all of them.  
How much vinegar? Enough to saturate the sting. 
How long does it take? Acts instantly.  
http://www.stingeradvisor.com/morbakka.htm 

Food Truck Event 
On 17th February the Food Truck Collective 

Brisbane's King Of The Wings, That BBQ joint, 

Rolling Stone Mobile Wood-fired Pizza, Abbiocco 

Food Truck, Churros & Chocolate Gold Coast and 

Ruby the Little Red Ice Cream Van came to VMR 

Brisbane.  It was estimated that approximately 1500 

people attended to enjoy the yummy food, boutique 

beer at our base and live music by the water.  This 

event is now scheduled to be held on the 3rd Friday 

of every month, starting around 4 pm with food on 

sale from the vans and drinks on sale from our Club 

until 8 pm.  Club members are invited to stay later.  
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Trophy Cabinet Refurbishment 
 “Building Our Community – Work Skills 
Traineeships” provides skills and training to people 
keen to secure a career in the Construction industry. 
Participants gain accredited training (Certificate 1 in 
Construction) delivered by the Australian Industry 
Skills Group (ASG) through an 18 week paid 
traineeship. The program allows participants to apply 
their knowledge in a practical sense by undertaking 
minor building works at SANDBAG’s premises and at 
several other not-for-profit community organisations 
in the local Sandgate area under the supervision of a 
licensed builder. Participants will gain the 
Construction White Card, Confined Space and 
Working at Heights Tickets and receive training in 
asbestos awareness, all skills which will make 
trainees much more employable when they graduate. 

The SANDBAG Construction trainees are currently 
building up experience at VMR Brisbane. The guys 
and gals have been busy moving and painting the 
Trophy Cabinet area, re-sheeting the old cabinet 
space and giving the stage a touch up of paint.  

If you are an employer, community organisation 
or interested participant wanting to learn new 
skills, for more information click on 
https://www.sandbag.org.au/services-
programs/work-skills-traineeships/  

Aust Maritime Safety Authority 
Australian Maritime Safety Authority issue a monthly 
newsletter with information for commercial vessels 
operating in Australian waters. This month’s issue 
announces new standards for spark ignition engines 
which means it applies to all outdoor power 
equipment under 19kW, except for diesel engines. 
http://amsa.gov.au/domestic/ 

Members On The Water 
While training near Tangalooma, Charlie Crew were 

surprised to see Graham and Karen Makin on their 

catamaran No Fear.  

 

Polynesian Va'a-alo Outrigger Canoe Club 

members just before heading out on Sunday 26th 

Feb. (below)   In May some of these paddlers will be 

going on an overnight trip to Moreton Island with 

VMRB providing a back-up boat. 

 

Sandgate Canoe Club held a very successful 

introductory day for Junior Social Paddling and 

Racing on 18th Feb.  Also, they have received a grant 

to purchase new kayaks for basic skills training. 
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Members’ Challenge Golf Day 

 

VMR Brisbane will be holding its first Members 

Challenge Competition at the Sandgate Golf Club on 

Sunday, 21st May 2017.  Get your family and friends 

together and nominate your team!  Don't worry if you 

can't find enough people for a team.  Register as an 

Individual or Pair and we will make up a team for you! 

Shotgun start will commence at midday but may be 

earlier depending on the amount of people who 

register for this event.  The event will be held as an 

Ambrose 4. 

Nomination 

To nominate, please fill in the online Nomination 

Form by clicking on the link.  

Hire Equipment 

Hire equipment is limited so get in quickly to avoid 

disappointment. Equipment will be allocated tin order 

of received Nominations. 

Payment 

Fees will not be deducted from your account until the 

minimum number has been reached. 

Dress Code 

Sandgate Golf Club has a smart/casual dress policy. 

Dress shirts with a collar and dress shorts (no footy 

shorts) are required. All players must also have 

enclosed footwear as sandals and thongs are not 

acceptable. Players may be refused entry to the 

course if they do not meet these requirements. 

Closing Date for Nominations 

Nominations close on COB Friday, 31st March, 2017. 

If you have any further questions please email 

Admin. 

Please note - Management reserves the right to 

cancel the event if the minimum amount of players is 

not reached. 

Evolution of Life Jackets 
It was not until lifesaving services were formed that 
the personal safety of boat crews heading out in 
pulling boats in generally horrific sea conditions was 
addressed.  

The modern life jacket is generally credited to 
Captain John Ross Ward, a Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution inspector in the United Kingdom, who 
created a cork vest in 1854 to be worn by lifeboat 
crews for both weather protection and buoyancy. 

Cork and kapok lifejackets were standard for many 
years.  War brought us the inflatable lifejacket - as 
worn by sailors and submariners.  This military 
technology was then applied to consumer lifejackets 
and these have developed into the many styles that 
we see today. 

In the 60's synthetic foams were developed and the 
foam lifejacket invented.  This new technology 
brought with it the flexibility to produce all the 
variations that we currently see.  Each sport could 
then have its own style of jacket, such as Ski or 
Angling vests. 

Latest developments include gas inflated models 
with either automatic or manual inflation. 
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