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DATE TO REMEMBER
FOOD TRUCK EVENT
Hosted by Tango Crew on
Friday, 19th October, 2018
4.00 pm to 8.00 pm

Photo above: most of our 2018-2019 Management
Committee – Secretary David, Jnr VP Marcus, President
Thomas, Snr VP Ben and Treasurer Nicole.
(Photo courtesy Anthony Pamplin)

Around the Rigging
Welcome to our new Members. We look forward to
seeing you around the base.
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ACTIVE CREW
There’s a lot of induction
and training in progress but
you could put your name
down for the next intake.

WATERSIDE
ASSIST
Lee McBryde
Rob Duetz

4

Glenn Jones

FULL
MEMBERS
Jason Anderson
Glyn Millward
Dean Perro
Terry Ryan

Marcus McKinnon
Matt Murphy
Peter Sowry
Neil Taylor

There has been a spate of Annual General Meetings
to do with our Association recently and you will see
the results of them all in this bumper issue of Boat
Talk. To begin with, our VMRB President’s Annual
Report appears on page 2.
A detailed list of VMRB Committee Members is on
page 3 with a quick look at Management on page 5.
Recipients of awards are listed on page 4 while the
VMRB Junior Vice-President’s Annual Report is on
page 7 along with the VMRB State Training Officer’s
Annual Report.
Reports from three of our associate clubs - PVOCC,
Sandgate Paddling Club and Sandgate Yacht Club are also included on page 6.
Congratulations to our newest Life Member, Joe
McCoy, and you can read about him on page 6.
Another valued member is Membership Officer Les
Pascoe who is a very worthy recipient of the 2018
Clubman of the Year Award.
Sincere thanks to Anthony Pamplin and James
Mathieson for their photos taken at the VMRB AGM.
We had two boats assisting Water Police at Riverfire
on 29th September – see Neil Sheppard’s report on
page 5. As usual, it was a very exciting night with a
rescue thrown in to the mix.
We were very sorry indeed to hear of the passing of
Albert Jeays who has been a long-time friend of
VMRB through Sandgate Yacht Club. His obituary is
on page 9. A poem his son, Charlie, wrote to
celebrate Albert’s 90th birthday features on page 11.
There are two new building projects being
undertaken not far from our base. You can read on
page 9 about what is being built near our turf.

Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date with
all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane

VMR Brisbane is
proudly supported by

95 Allpass Pde, Shorncliffe Qld 4017 Ph: 07 3269 8888 Fax: 07 3269 2245
www.vmrbrisbane.com.au
A/H Emergency 0428 022 881
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I’d like to acknowledge Dylan from the Food Truck
Collective and Harley from All Inn Brewing for their
continued support in making sure we have an
amazing variety of food and entertainment available
for the Food Truck events. And a big thank you to
Col and Tony who have made sure the crew hosting
the event had the support and beer required for a
successful event.

President’s
Annual
Report
Firstly I would like
to thank the 2017–
2018 Management
Team for
their
enthusiasm
and
passion for VMR Brisbane and also the Support
Team who are what makes things happen around
here.
We saw our Squadron ranks grow again with another
13 Active Crew Members joining us: 4 of whom are
18 or under and 3 more ladies. We also welcomed
over 30 new Full Members to our Association and
another over 100 Waterside Assist Members.
We were lucky enough to be asked to assist with the
Commonwealth Games Baton Relay which gave us
an opportunity to not only showcase what VMR
Brisbane Crew can do but also our little corner of
Brisbane. We had the honour of transporting Giaan
Rooney and one of our long-time supporters, Rod
Chaipello from Bracken Ridge McDonalds.
We also had another opportunity to support Hit 105
with their attempt to cross the Brisbane River on a
Goon Raft made out of cask wine bladders. I’m
happy to report Stav, Abby and Matt successfully
made it across the Brisbane River without any major
incidents.
We assisted Coast Guard Redcliffe and VMR Bribie
with a Creek to Coast segment which allowed us to
highlight the great working relationships we have with
our neighbours in northern Moreton Bay.
This came at an opportune time after an article in the
Courier Mail claimed a very much different view of the
relationship between Coast Guard and Volunteer
Marine Rescue. While this different point of view may
have been the case in the past, it is most definitely
not the case here and hopefully well into the future.
After all, White Boat or Yellow Boat, Safety By All
Means or Volunteers Saving Lives, I would hope we
are all here for the same thing, keeping people safe
on the water.
Also with the help of VMR Bribie, we were highlighted
on Channel 9’s new kids show, BrainBuzz. We had
a segment dedicated to “Who can save you when you
are stranded at sea?” This allowed us to showcase
VMR Brisbane and VMR Bribie working together in a
mock search and recovery of “Sally”.
Our Food Truck Events have been doing very well for
us to raise much-needed funds to keep VMR
Brisbane on the water to assist those in need when
they need it most.

We had the good fortune to benefit from the
generosity of:
-

Kedron Wavell RSL which has allowed us to
upgrade our crew lifejackets, purchase a training
dummy and some rescue ladders for the rescue
vessels.
- Port of Brisbane which has allowed us to upgrade
and restock all of our First Aid Kits as well as
upgrade the electronic maps and general
maintenance and upkeep of our rescue vessels.
- AMP also made a generous donation though one
of our active Crew Members, Ben Gillespie, which
has allowed us to purchase Crew Polo shirts for
our Active Crew.
- Aurizon which allowed us to offer First Aid and
CPR course and refreshers at no cost to our
Active Crew Members.
We are very grateful to all of the organisations that
provide us with additional funding and support, all of
which allows our Volunteers to concentrate on their
training and why they joined VMR Brisbane by
minimising the amount of sausages we need to sizzle
and tins we need to rattle.
We have continued to improve and utilise our
facilities for the benefit of all Members which Karl
Nast, Junior Vice President talked about in his report
(see page 7).
To David Massam, thank you for all that you do.
There are not too many people who would appreciate
what a Secretary does in an Association such as
ours.
To Karl Nast, thank you for your support and diligent
manner in which you have fulfilled you role as Junior
Vice President.
To Col Neilsen, thank you for not only your hard work
as Treasurer but everything else you take on at VMR
Brisbane.
It is a credit to both of you for the strong position VMR
Brisbane is in and the Base as a whole has never
looked better.
So thank you to:
 The Management Team
 The Support Team
 The Volunteers who get called out to assist people
in need
(Cont’d page 3)
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President’s Annual Report

(Cont’d)

 The Volunteers who help at our Community
Events to raise awareness of who we are and
what we do
 The Volunteers who go above and beyond and
are always there to help
 The Volunteers who distribute our Waterside
Assist Flyers and promote our Squadron through
other means like Social Media and Community
Events, by your efforts you have increased our
Operational Revenue by over $13,000 this year
 The Associate Groups for your support and belief
in VMR Brisbane to be your home.
I would like to personally thank all the Members for
allowing me the opportunity to represent such an
incredible group of diverse people who share the
vision of making VMR Brisbane the place to volunteer
your time, the place to spend some quality time with
friends and being a very self-sufficient Association. I
firmly believe we have an Association that we should
all be very proud of that has the ability to be here for
another 100 years and beyond.
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VMRB 2018 AGM
President:

Thomas Grice
president@vmrbrisbane.com.au

Senior Vice-President:
Ben Gillespie
snr.vice.president@vmrbrisbane.com.au
Junior Vice-President:
Marcus Upton
jnr.vice.president@vmrbrisbane.com.au
Secretary:
David Massam
secretary@vmrbrisbane.com.au
Treasurer:
Nicole Webster
treasurer@vmrbrisbane.com.au
Members’ Reps:
Les Pascoe
members.rep1@vmrbrisbane.com.au
Darren Bates
members.rep2@vmrbrisbane.com.au

Safe Boating

Immediate Past President: Neil Sheppard
past.president@vmrbrisbane.com.au
Management Elected Positions:
Workplace, Health & Safety Rep: David Massam
secretary@vmrbrisbane.com.au
Unit Training Co-ordinator: Dean Steinback
utc@vmrbrisbane.com.au

Thomas Grice
President, VMRB

Support Positions to Management:
Administration Officer:

October 2018 Crew Roster
Mon 1
Sat
6
Sat 13
Sat 20
Sat 27

Charlie
Bravo
Alpha
Charlie
Foxtrot

Sun 7
Sun 14
Sun 21
Sun 28

November
Quebec
Sierra
Tango

November 2018 Crew Roster
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat

3
10
17
24

Bravo
Alpha
Charlie
Foxtrot

Sun 4
Sun 11
Sun 18
Sun 25

Papa
November
Quebec
Sierra

Groups of VMRB
Our Association is made up of the following clubs.
Please click on the logo to find out more details.

Jack Farlow

Grants & Funding Officer:
Vacant
Corporate Relations Officer:
Vacant
Community Events & Social Activities
Organiser:
Vacant
Newsletter Editor:
Deidre Windham
Social Media Officer:
Shane Barnes
Membership & Waterside Assist Program
Registrar:
Les Pascoe
Crew Liaison Officer:
Darren Bates
Vessel Equipment & Asset Maint: Midweek Crew
Building & Grounds Maintenance Officer:
Hardstand Manager:
Graeme Dobson
Venue Manager:
Chris Edwards
Resident Group Representatives to
Management:
Sandgate Yacht Club Inc.:
David Larter
Sandgate Paddling Club Inc.:
John Blackley
Polynesian Outrigger Club Inc.:
Nese Saili
Xiang Dragon Boat Club:
Bruce Eckersley
St Joseph’s Nudgee Junior College:
Dean of Studies
If you can help us out with any of the vacant positions,
please contact President Thomas Grice. So you can
recognise your management members, their photos
appear on page 5.
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2017-2018 Recognition
Life Member:

Joe McCoy

Club Person of the Year:
Les Pascoe
Appreciation Certificates on
Retirement from Management:
Karl Nast and Colin Nielsen
Service Awards
5 years: Ian Robertson, Warwick Byrne, Steven
Norday, John White
10 years: Neil Sheppard, Troy Sauer
15 years: Paul Hollingdale, James Mathieson,
Peter Leech, Brian Matthews, Glenn Philip,
Alan Crawford
20 years: Shane Clark
National Medal Award for 15 years or more of
Voluntary Service within an Emergency
Community Service: Paul Hollingdale, James
Mathieson, David Massam, Peter Leech,
Glenn Philip, Brian Matthews, Alan Crawford
Patrons: Hon Stirling Hinchliffe,
Cr. Jared Cassidy,
Commissioner Ian Stewart
Honorary Members:
Rod Chiapello, McDonalds Bracken Ridge
Kathy Walk, Deagon Meats
Unit Chaplain: Rachael Pickard
Auditor:
Mr. Gary Marsh

SEPTEMBER 2018
SEPTEMBER
2018 ANNIVERSARY
ACTIVE CREW
Congratulations and thank you to the following
crew members who volunteered more than 5 years
ago and who joined in September.
Alan Crawford

2002

Anthony Pamplin

2010

Steven Norday

2013

John White

2013

23rd – Tow a 6m Bayliner with a fuel issue and 10 POB
from north of Tangalooma wrecks to Queensland
Cruising Yacht Club Marina in Cabbage Tree Creek.
23rd – In the evening, tow a Mako Centre Console with
a starting problem and 4 POB from Bulwer to Cabbage
Tree Creek.

Legal Advisor: G R Brown & Associates

Activation Report
SEPTEMBER
11th - Tow a disabled vessel with 1 POB from Cabbage
Tree Creek to Clontarf boat ramp.
22nd – Nino reported that while Charlie Crew was
travelling up to Margate Jetty for some local knowledge,
they had a call from the Water Police to help out with
some yachts that were tangled up in the Brisbane River.
While Charlie Crew were on the way there, the Water
Police called back and said the boats were separated
so they were stood down.

29th – At Riverfire, a 45’ sailing vessel had engine
trouble so a slow tow from Mowbray Park to Rivergate
was the order of the day. Sea conditions had abated
slightly but a deft hand at the helm was necessary to
avoid all the pot holes (well done Glenn).
29th – 30th - Strong winds forced 2 yachts upstream to
break their moorings and end up on top of an old boat
which then sank. Papa Crew pumped it out the next
day so it was refloated in Cabbage Tree Creek.

Thank you to all the crews who assisted with any
activations and who are on standby. We really
appreciate receiving activation details and photos to
help promote VMR Brisbane. Please email any
information through to editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au and
also to admin@vmrbrisbane.com.au
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September in Summary
Activations:
Fuel Used (L):
People assisted:

20
1,328
15

Food Trucks Event
November Crew had the first of the summer Food
Truck events on Friday, 21st September.
Mike Henwood reported that “November Crew
hosted September’s Food Trucks which have now
moved back to Friday nights.
The early breeze died away as the evening unfolded
and a good crowd enjoyed the food, live music, and
All Inn Brewing drinks from the bar. It’s a great event
to showcase our facilities to the community and we
had a number of comments from first time visitors
about becoming regulars (and maybe even using our
hall for a wedding reception!)
We’re sure with the days warming, Tango crew will
be kept very busy at October’s Food Truck event!”
Club members are invited to stay later to take the
opportunity to catch up with fellow members; you can
meet upstairs if you like.
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Know your VMRB Management
Over the next few issues of Boat Talk, we will
introduce the VMRB Committee members properly.
At the moment, we will just help you identify the
Management team.
President Thomas Grice (below left) is probably
known to you all already as he was re-elected while
Neil Sheppard (below right) is our Immediate Past
President.

Next we have two new people: Ben Gillespie (below
left) is our Senior Vice-President and Marcus Upton
(below right) is our Junior Vice-President.

Riverfire
With parts of the Brisbane River closed from 1700
hours to 2045 hours on Saturday, 29th September,
only vessels with a permit issued were allowed entry.
Neil Sheppard reported that “Riverfire was another
success with 500,000 plus people reported as
watching the fireworks from Southbank and
surrounding areas.
We put Sandgate 1 and
Sandgate 2 on the water with 10 crew in total.
As forecast, a strong north easterly wind persisted for
most of the day and in to the night. This made it
heavy going for S2 as it made its way from Cabbage
Tree Creek to the entrance to the Brisbane
River. We received some welcome respite once we
entered the River. Sandgate 1 was stationed near
the Victoria Bridge and Sandgate 2 just opposite the
Jazz Club at Kangaroo Point. As usual there were
lots of private and commercial vessels on the water
as well as Water Police and other emergency
services organisations.”
The night was uneventful except for Sandgate 1
having a tow job of a 45 footer from Mowbray Park to
Rivergate. Fortunately both our boats arrived safely
in port around 23:30 along with two weary crews.
This unusual shot at the mouth of Cabbage Tree
Creek was taken by Nino Aceto on 22nd September.

David Massam (below left) has been our Secretary for
many years while Nicole Webster (below right) is new
to her Treasurer’s role.

We have two Members’ Representatives to whom
you can go to discuss any matters relating to VMRB
that concern you. Les Poulsen (below left) is also our
Membership Registrar and this year was named
2018 Clubman of the Year. Darren Bates (below right)
is our other Members’ Representative.

VMR BRISBANE
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Polynesian Va’a-alo Outriggers

Sandgate Paddling Club

The Club’s 3 Annual General Meeting was held on
1st September, 2018. The Management Committee
for 2018/2019 is as follows:
President:
Eddie Jensen
Vice-President: Steven Tomoana
Secretary:
Helen Edwards
Treasurer:
Sosefo Inoke
Registrar:
Bevan Bernardin
Committee 1:
Helen Bernardin
Committee 2:
Phil Crampton
We extend our heartfelt thanks to the outgoing
Committee members of 2017/2018 for their hard
work over the last year in steering our club in the right
direction.
A special acknowledgement to Pili Muaulu for his
leadership and dedication to the club since inception.
We sincerely thank you for your time, energy,
passion and drive in leading the club to where it is
today. Your passion and love for the sport are more
than evident and being the person you are, your
service will continue in other forms to ensure the
continued success of this club. Thank you!
We look forward to an exciting year ahead of us in
the continued building of this club and excelling each
paddler to the best of their ability whether it be social
or competitive.
See you out on the water!
Eddie Jensen, President

The former Sandgate Canoe Club held their Annual
General Meeting on 1st September 2018, and the
members voted unanimously to change our club
name from the Sandgate Canoe Club to Sandgate
Paddling Club. This is in line with our State and
National bodies which have also undergone similar
name changes to reflect the fact that our sport
embraces all types of paddling including kayaks, surf
skis, SUP's and canoes.
The members also voted unanimously to change the
Club's logo and the Management Committee has
engaged a graphics designer to come up with some
options. These will be put forward to the members
who will vote to decide on the preferred option as our
new logo at our next General Meeting towards the
end of the year.
Also at the AGM a new Management Committee was
voted in as follows:President:
John Blackley
Vice-President:
Mike Parsons
Secretary:
Phil Plant
Treasurer:
Claire Brereton
Assistant-Treasurer:
Lyn Dean
Membership:
Susan Doel
Junior Representative: Claire McAntee
Racing Representative: Melissa Bull
Recreational Representative: Graham Mills
We are also proud to announce that at the recent
Paddle Queensland Awards night, the Sandgate
Paddling Club was voted the Queensland Club of the
Year.
Phil Plant, Secretary

rd

Sandgate Yacht Club
The SYC held their AGM earlier in the year, on 17th
June 2018, and the best contact is
secretary@syc.org.au
The SYC committee is:
Commodore:
Lindsay Gilbert;
Secretary:
David Larter
Treasurer:
Graeme Dobson.
The opening of the sailing season was held on
Sunday, 2nd September with a blessing of the fleet by
Chaplain Anne Hulbert. This was followed by a fun
race around fixed marks, starting near the VMRB
pontoon and on to the Fisheries Mark then home to
finish at the pontoon. We are grateful for the support
of November Crew and the PVOC Outriggers.
The SYC will be conducting the 505 Class State
Titles at Shorncliffe over the weekend of 13th and 14th
October.
It was reported that the first Winter Sailing series was
such a great success that next year participants will
be competing for the Perpetual Winter Series Trophy.
David Larter, Secretary

Life Member: Joe McCoy
Joe joined VMRB in 1997 so received his 20 years‘
service award last year. He and his wife Jan have
been staunch supporters of VMRB for all those years.
Joe is the Duty Master on Alpha Crew and has
served on Management as Senior Vice-President
and also was the
Provedore
for
many years as
well as holding
other
positions.
Lately he has been
a great help in the
refurbishment of
our
amenities
block.
Joe was
presented with his
Life Membership
badge
and
certificate at the
2018 AGM.
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Junior VP 2018 Annual Report
I would like to thank all who have assisted me
during my tenure as Junior Vice-President.
Unfortunately, due to work commitments, I will not be
re-standing as Junior Vice next year. I would like to
thank the outgoing Management team for everything
and allowing me to be part of a very successful team,
and congratulate the new incoming team and wish
them all the best in their tenure
As you are all aware, a lot of work and upgrading has
been occurring around the grounds and buildings
especially with the upgrading of the toilet and shower
facilities. A big thank you to Chris Rainbow and the
trainee crew from Sandbag, Joe McCoy for assisting
us with all the upgrading of the plumbing and
installation of new toilets and a big thank you
to the “untiring” midweek crew for the repainting of
the facilities.
I would like to take this opportunity to say a very big
thank you to Lizzie and Col for their work and
Management of the venue. Unfortunately, due to
certain issues, Lizzie had to retire as Venue
Manager, VMRB Management would once again like
to thank Lizzie for all her hard work and wish her well
into the future.
The "Midweek Warriors": a big thank you to all of you
for your hard work and commitment into looking after
and caring for Vessels, buildings and grounds,
visitors and people in general always comment on
how good and well cared for the premises are, thank
you. The ‘Midweek” crew are also always on
the look-out for assistance and help, so any members
who have some spare time on a Tuesday, please pop
down and give them a hand; it will be greatly
appreciated.
Management has made some progress toward the
upgrading of the boat ramp and hopefully this
will continue and more progress will be made in
the coming year.
I
would
like
to
take
this
opportunity
to congratulate the incumbent Junior Vice and offer
them my assistance where possible should they
require it.
Karl Nast

State Training Officer 2018
Annual Report
Squadron Membership
The Squadron currently consists of 111 members
with 109 being Active Crew and 2 other Squadron
Staff. The 109 members are composed of 97 male
and 12 female members.
There are currently 297 Waterside Assist persons
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and the oldest VMRB member is 85 years with the
youngest being 17 years. The average age is 53
years.
Squadron Activations
A total of 241 activations occurred consisting of
Breakdown 45; Drifting vessel 4; EPIRB 1; Flares 1;
Grounding 2; Insufficient fuel 1; Medical 1; Search 1;
Sinking/Sunk vessel 5; Training/Patrol 180.
A total of 143 persons were assisted with 120 being
in relation to breakdowns and 15 for sinking/sunk
vessels. A total of 544.40 hours was attained with
388.46 hours being for Training/Patrol, 121.14 hours
for Breakdown and 11.35 hours for Sinking/Sunk
vessel.
The total crew hours for all activations were 2418.07
hours. This is a great effort by all crews.
Squadron Appointments
The only change here is that Col Neilsen has been
appointed Duty Master of Bravo crew after the
resignation of Vivianne Richards as Duty Master of
this crew.
Squadron Training
All members are responsible for their own training
within VMRAQ. The UTC and Assistant UTC have
been conducting the second Tuesday night of the
month training as required and there are a number of
regulars who attend these nights.
It is a requirement of attending this training that the
UTC must be notified on the week prior so that
material and planning can be undertaken.
During the last year, 31 members gained
Qualifications and 161 Statements of Attainment
were issued.
At the moment there are only 2 approved persons for
conducting assessments and 2 more members have
completed applications to undertake this work. This
should make things easier for the squadron. As well
there is only 1 approved MRQ Assessor and action
is underway to increase the number of approved
MRQ Assessors.
The squadron has 3 members who have joined and
have commercial qualifications prior to joining. Once
these people have completed the Local Knowledge
Assessment, the Search and Rescue Assessment
and Practical they will be able to be appointed as
Coxswain if their squadron hours meet the Eligibility
Requirements.
During the year, with assistance from the State
Training Manager R. Brock and his assistant A. Ross,
a Training Protocol and a Task Book Protocol were
developed and approved by the STM. These
protocols state the procedure for training within the
(Cont’d page 7)
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State Training Officer 2018 Report (Cont’d)
squadron and the issue of task books and must be
adhered to. Further copies of these documents can
be obtained by contacting the State Training Officer.
The Squadron Local Knowledge Theory Assessment
is in the process of being rewritten and has been
converted to multi choice questions.
An SOP has been developed for Competent Crew to
operate vessels less than 7.5 metres and the SOP is
OPE 018 and the application form is VMR 050. It is
proposed in due course to extend this area.
VMRAQ Training
There are only 2 paid employees of VMRAQ involved
in training, namely the STM R. Brock and his
assistant A. Ross. Most of the revamp of
Assignments, Theory Assessments and Practical
Assessments is done by Volunteers.
A number of Assignments and Assessments have
been rewritten and many Theory Assessments have
been converted to multi choice questions. There are
still a couple to be completed.
The presentation MAR I001 Comply with regulations
to ensure safe operation of a vessel up to 12 metres
has been rewritten and when it comes on line it is
strongly recommended that all squadron members
view same so that they are up to date with this
legislation. The presentation for MAR H001 Plan and
navigate a vessel up to 12 metres is to be rewritten
over the next few months.
The State Training Officers have met 4 times in the
past 12 months to review and upgrade the training
package. The UTC meeting for UTC’s and Assistants
for the State south from Gladstone was held in
August 2018.
The Australian Maritime safety Authority (AMSA) and
the Australian Skills Quality Framework (ASQF)
authority set the rules and requirements for our
training and the training packages. As a Registered
Training Organisation (RTO), VMRAQ is required to
adhere to these requirements.
Portal
The Portal is of great benefit to all members and
should be accessed on each crew day.
All members should be creating their own access in
accordance with the email sent by the State Training
Officer on Friday 7th September 2018. There is a
period of 8 weeks from this date and the last date for
creation of your account is Friday 2nd November
2018.
Please note that the new account does not require a
change of password on a regular basis. When you
have created your account, please advise the State
Training Officer.
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Legislation
The Marine Safety (Domestic Commercial Vessel)
National Law Act 2012 and Regulations play a major
role in our operations. All members should be aware
of the legislation, in particular, Part 3 – General safety
duties relating to domestic commercial vessel
vessels; Division 1 – Duties of owners; Division 3 –
Duties of masters; Division 4 – Duties of crew.
This legislation can be accessed through
https://www.legislation.gov.au – Acts in force – Ma –
click on Ma and the act will appear.
The NSCV Part E Operations was repealed as from
1 July 2018. This is the legislation that sets out the
requirements for the Safety Management System.
Marine Order 504 2013 was repealed as well and the
Part E was included in the new Marine Order 504
(certificates of operation and operation requirements
– national law) 2018.
When the SMS for each vessel is reviewed in
January 2019, the necessary amendments can be
made to reflect the new legislation.
Summary
This squadron has great potential and should
continue to operate well throughout the year.
It is to be remembered that all members are
volunteers and as such a member’s family and work
come before VMRB and on some occasions
volunteers are not always available. Volunteers are
not expected to be available 7 days a week.
All members are encouraged to assist where
possible and fill positions within the squadron where
they feel they are able to do so.
While many subjects are covered as part of the
training, there are some areas not covered as part of
MAR 20313 which could be considered to be
important to assist a member, in particular a
Coxswain, to carry out their duties, namely
Teamwork,
Leadership
including
Maritime
Leadership, Followership and Problem Solving.
Peter Leech
A view of Sandgate 1 shown on the BrainBuzz program.
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New Runway

VALE

With the Brisbane airport being across the creek from
our base, it is interesting to see how the new runway
is being prepared. Work on the 360 ha site began in
2012 but with the award of the Airfield Works contract
to Skyway a year ago, the new 3.3 km runway is on
track to open in 2020. Add in the 12 km of taxiways,
and the project cost of $1.3 billion can be believed.
Below is the view from the end of the recently
completed high intensity approach lighting (HIAL)
structure. The lights will extend 720 m from both the
north and south of the new runway and will span
approx. 370 m into Moreton Bay at the northern end.

ALBERT JEAYS
13th

April, 1920 – 20th September, 2018

It is with sadness that VMR Brisbane advises the

New Cruise Ship Terminal
Another new building project is about to get
underway in Brisbane with the site preparation work
to begin at Luggage Point in November for a cruise
ship terminal. As the world’s biggest liners cannot
berth at Hamilton Wharf, there have been complaints
for years about the temporary facilities for visitors on
ships that cannot fit under the Gateway Bridge.
Publicity says the $158 million project will be a
dedicated purpose-built ship terminal opening in
2020, about the same time as the Brisbane Airport’s
new runway comes on line.
The terminal will be located near the Queensland
Urban Utilities wastewater treatment facility but
experts declare they have developed a solution using
doses of magnesium hydroxide which will
significantly reduce the effect of any potential odour.
Some people may consider there will still be limits on
ships that will be able to use the facility as the
agreement to build is between Port of Brisbane and
Carnival Australia which gives Carnival priority
berthing rights. (Below: Artist’s impression.)

passing of Albert Jeays.
Albert was born in Brisbane and attended
Sandgate State School and Industrial High
School Brisbane City before joining the family
hardware business, then located in Margaret
Street in the city, at the age of 15.
Like many, Albert joined the army and saw service
with Army Water Transport skippering boats in
coastal Queensland, Torres Strait and Borneo.
After the war he returned to the family business,
by then based in Sandgate, and commenced
building "Octavia" a 28ft William Aitkin designed
sharpie which he launched in 1950. As well as
racing "raters" Albert was also heavily involved,
with the family, sailing heavy and light weight
sharpies including in State and National Titles.
Albert married a local nurse, Elaine Young, in
1952 and they had four children, Charlie, Richard,
Rosemary and Peter, but his wife predeceased
him.
In 1953 Albert and local Alderman Harry Dean
generated local business support and were
instrumental in having the Gladstone Race start
moved to Shorncliffe.
Albert retired in 1985 and spent three decades
just "mucking about in boats". He continued to
sail his "Wotama" solo into his mid-nineties.
Albert was the patriarch of the Shorncliffe sailing
scene and sailed in the Linton Hope Raters in
Cabbage Tree Creek with the Sandgate Yacht
Club.
Albert, like many of his ancestors, dedicated
many years of service at the Sandgate Yacht Club
and was awarded Life Membership.
Albert will be sadly missed by a wide community.
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More September Photos
Below: Papa Crew pumping out the
sunken boat in Cabbage Tree Creek.

Below: Charlie Crew were close to the Steve Irwin on 22nd September. The MY
Steve Irwin is the 59-metre (194 ft) flagship of the Sea Shepherd Conservation
Society, and is used in their direct action campaigns against whaling and against
illegal fisheries activities. The vessel was built in 1975 and formerly served as a
Scottish Fisheries Protection Agency conservation enforcement patrol boat, the
FPV Westra, for 28 years.
Sea Shepherd had originally christened the vessel the MY Robert Hunter after
Canadian Robert Hunter, co-founder of Greenpeace, but it was renamed in honour
of The Crocodile Hunter star Steve Irwin on December 5, 2007. Irwin had
considered joining the vessel on a voyage to Antarctica shortly before his death,
and the renaming was endorsed by his widow, Terri. (From Wikipedia)

Above: Sandgate 1 ready to pass under the crowd on the Victoria
Bridge waiting for Riverfire on 30th September.
Below: Fireworks time!

Above: Foxtrot Crew’s Troy Sauer getting
some experience on the portable pump.
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THE OLD BLOKE
(The name Albert uses when phoning from 'down the
Bay')
"I must go down to the seas again, to the lonely sea
and the sky
And all I ask is a tall (tall) ship, and a star to steer her
by…"
John Masefield's lines set well the scene, for the man
we're here to toast
Now entering his tenth decade, a milestone worth a boast
But while the sea has always called, there's been much
more than sail
So now if you'll indulge me some, I'll tell you all his tale.
Born in 1920 he was christened Charlie too
But Albert was his handle, so they'd not confuse the two
He learnt from the depression when it coursed across the
land
Eating lean, and making do, with what they had on hand.
In thirty-five he joined his Dad and uncles at the store
The wiry lad of fifteen started off by sweeping floor
He often tells of concrete tubs, and hundred weights of
nails
And reckons we're all softies, now they come in plastic
pails.
The weekends came, the work would stop, he'd race
down to the creek
Bailer boy or forward hand – or any spot he'd seek
But only those who persevered and showed they really
knew
Were good enough for Resolute, and tough old Skipper
Drew.
"And the wheel's kick and the wind's song and the
white sail's shaking,
And a grey mist on the sea's face and a grey dawn
breaking…"
The threatening dawn was red, not grey, and out went
the alert
The army's Water Transport, took him on as Sergeant
Bert
In Torres Strait he served his time, on vessels large and
small
And save an eye that's mostly blurred, survived his
country's call.
Upon return he set about, the building of a yacht
Sawing planks and drilling holes for five years on the trot.
Octavia served family well, with trips all round the bay
Or working for this yacht club when there was a course to
lay.
With yacht complete the time had come, to find himself a
wife
Elaine Young from Nashville Hill became first mate for
life.
We children came soon after and went sailing from the
start
Tiller's ropes and pulley blocks, and how to read a chart.
Though family and work came first, the call would nto
abate.
Twelve square metre Sharpies here – and sometimes
interstate.
And now 'n again a Gladstone race, sometimes with
Doctor Pete
On Cimba, Saba, Laurabada – and Sonda he's compete.

"I must go down to the seas again, for the call of the
running tide
Is a wild call and a clear call that may not be
denied…"
Wild tides of adolescence surged – they could not be
denied
Four kids on and off the rails - his patience surely tried
He'd set a fine example and he made known his dislikes
"Why couldn't you pick sailing boats, instead of
motorbikes?"
Octavia was far too slow, and cramped for kids in jeans
Time to find a new boat – better suited to the teens
T'was then he bought a power boat, a Masters thirty-four
A planning hull and 15 knots, and bunks for six or more.
"And all I ask is a windy day with the white clouds
flying,
And the flung spray and the blown spume, and the
seagulls crying…"
Well a windy day is quite ok when your power comes
from sail
But not ideal for motor boats – rough seas of no avail.
Karissima had lovely lines, Dad drew up for its frame
You sure did get there faster but it wasn't quite the same.
"I must go down to the seas again, to the vagrant
gypsy life,
To the gull's way and the whale's way where the
wind's like a whetted knife…"
He did go down to the sea again – the next boat not so
fast.
There was only one condition: it had to have a mast.
Wotama is his pride and joy – a graceful well-found craft
Kept in top condition, from her stem through to her aft.
In 85 Dad felt it time to retire from the firm
Fifty years employment was indeed a worthy term.
The time since then a just reward – the skipper oft away
Alone or with the family – somewhere 'down the Bay".
Despite one eye that doesn't work, there's little he can't
see
"There's so and so" or "such 'n such" – just specks to you
and me.
He'll spot a yacht, with lines that he considers quite unfit
"You could not change but just one line, without
improving it!"
Most of us have high regard for parents, but we wait
To say things face to face to them, by then it's oft too
late.
A gentleman, a teacher, and a jack of every trade
Ethics, trust and patience are constantly displayed.
The sea has shaped his life, and ours, that's certainly for
sure.
More than just a pastime, perhaps a metaphor
The highs and lows of life we face, the swells and troughs
reflect
Do your best to plot a course but never lose respect.
"And all I ask is a merry yard from a laughing fellow
rover
And a quiet sleep and a sweet dream when the long
trick's over".

Charlie Jeays

