
Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date  

With all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane 

VMR Brisbane is 

proudly supported by 

 

Above: Sandgate Paddling Club celebrated their 25 year 
anniversary on 15th September. 

Around the Rigging 
Welcome to our new Members.  We look forward to 
seeing you around the base. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’ve had a couple of suggestions for our Dummy’s 
name.  What do you feel about Dummy Spit, Morticia 
or Ishouldagotabiggerboat? LOL  Keep those ideas 
coming in to me at Editor Deidre. 

Riverfire (page 4) was its usual spectacle and two of 
our boats assisted the police with safety.  

 

 

 

 

. 

Don’t forget the Bribie Island Combined Emergency 
Services Expo this Sunday, 13th October, 2019.  See 
the latest emergency equipment in action and meet 
local Firefighters, Police, Ambulance Officers, 
Marine Rescue, SES, and more!  VMRB will be there 
too. 

Reports from our AGM on 1st October appear on 
pages 6-15. They are detailed so you can catch up 
with the activities of the groups associated with 
VMRB.  Also profiles of our new Life Member and 
Club Person of the Year are on pages 2 and 7. 

We have been very fortunate that almost all our office 
bearers from 2018-2019 have fronted up again.  So 
we are happy to advise that Thomas Grice is back as 
our President to head the management team and all 
other positions are held by the previous incumbents 
except we welcomed Paul Hollingdale as Junior 
Vice-President.  

Paul Hollingdale always organises enjoyable 
functions for us and it looks like Christmas 2019 is 
going to be just as good.  This is advance notice of 
the ‘70s and ‘80s themed, catered event to be held 
at our base on Saturday, 30th November.  Purchasing 
tickets will be available through Eventbrite soon. 

   

Boat Talk 
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MEMBERS 

John Cameron 

Jason Casser 

Terry Smyth 

David Whylie 
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ASSIST 
 

Ray Boitter 

Tina Pomerenke 

David Searies 

Marc Smith 

Daniel Tyler 

Simon Yang 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
CREW TRAINING NIGHT 

Tuesday, 8th October, 2019 

BRIBIE ISLAND EMERGENCY SERVICES 
EXPO 2019 

13th October, 2019 

FOOD TRUCK EVENT 
Hosted by Sierra Crew 

Friday, 18th October, 2019 
4.00 p.m. to 8.00 p.m. 

SYC FLYING FIFTEENS REGATTA 
2nd- 3rd November, 2019 

CHRISTMAS FUNCTION 
At our base, 6.30 p.m., 30th November, 2019 

ACTIVE CREW 

0 
 

https://www.facebook.com/VMRBrisbane/
mailto:editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au
http://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/
http://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/
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President’s Report 
 

Our AGM is always a major 
administrative component of 
our squadron and it was 
gratifying to see so many of 

our last year’s management 
committee accept nomination for 

the coming year.  I am looking forward to working 
with them, our associated clubs and the many 
support personnel who keep our association running 
as smoothly as possible.   

We have to remember that we are all volunteers with 
private lives so it is amazing that so many people are 
community-minded enough to make VMRB such a 
big part of their way of life. 

Thank you to Glenn Phillip and Paul Hollingdale for 
nominating for the Junior Vice-Presidency as both 
were worthy candidates, having volunteered on crew 
and in other roles in the past.   Paul was elected to 
join Management and we welcome him to our team. 

Long time dependable member of VMRB, Hugh 
Martin, has been suitably recognised with Life 
Membership.  He has worked tirelessly around the 
Club for many years and you can read a brief bio 
(right). 

Editor, Deidre Windham, was very surprised to be 
declared our Club Person of the Year.  You can see 
a brief bio of her on page 7. 

A big thank you to the CWA Sandgate Branch ladies 
who meet at our venue and who provided a delicious 
supper for the VMRB AGM attendees. 

Bribie Island VMR will be conducting their Combined 
Emergency Services Expo at their base on Sunday, 
13th October, 2019.  It’s a free day, full of activities 
for everyone to see how emergency organisations 
operate and we will be supporting it. 

You will see a lot of activity around the club on 
2nd and 3rd November as the Sandgate Yacht Club 
hosts the Flying Fifteen Queensland State 
Championships.  This is a lead-up to the 2020 FFIA 
Australian Championship which will be sailed from 
RQYS from 12-18 January 2020.  

Paul Hollingdale has put together another good 
social Christmas function and we hope you can 
attend it on Saturday, 30th November.  This advance 
notice gives you time to look through the back of your 
wardrobes for ‘70s and ‘80s themed clothing – this 
should be a lot of fun! 

Safe Boating 

Thomas Grice 

President, VMRB  

Life Member – Hugh Martin 
At the 2019 AGM, Hugh Martin was honoured to 
receive Life Membership.  It is so well deserved, as 
he joined VMRB 25 years ago, and it wasn’t long 
before he was an active crewman  

Hugh’s wife, Carolyn, worked with two ladies whose 
husbands volunteered lots of time with Sandgate Air 
Sea Rescue and they suggested he join up as he 
urgently needed to gain experience around the bay.  
Not only has he gathered an incredible amount of 
experience out on the water, and November Crew 
reaped the benefit for many years, but he has 
become a stalwart of the Tuesday Crew and can turn 
his hand to just about anything.   In fact Hugh is the 
person with the ultimate responsibility of ‘Building 
and Grounds’.  He says he is grateful for the many 
friends who work tirelessly with him on the Midweek 
Crew and he loves doing it. 

Groups of VMRB 
Our Association is made up of the following clubs. 
Please click on the logo to find out more details. 

October 2019 Crew Roster 
Sat   5 Charlie Sun   6 Sierra 

Mon   7 Quebec  

Sat 12 Alpha Sun 13 November 

Sat 19 Foxtrot Sun 20 Papa 

Sat    26 Bravo Sun 27 Tango  

November 2019 Crew Roster 
Sat   2 Charlie Sun   3 Quebec 

Sat   9 Alpha Sun 10 Sierra 

Sat 16 Foxtrot Sun 17 November 

Sat 23 Bravo Sun 24 Papa 

Sat 30 Charlie 

http://www.syc.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/PVOCCShorncliffe/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Xiang-Dragons-130932637540881/


Activation Report 

SEPTEMBER  

1st – Sierra Crew gave their Fathers’ Day report: 

“With just one job to report. In the morning, we 
worked on our local knowledge, visiting the Pine 
River and Clontarf Beach boat ramp.  As we were 
heading to Base from Clontarf, we received a call to 
assist a 5 metre power boat with 2 POB and with a 
flat battery located in the Pine River just west of the 
Ted Smout Bridge.  We quickly located the vessel but 
our efforts to assist with a jump start were not 
rewarded.  We soon had the vessel under tow, 
returning to CTC within the hour.” 

  
15th - A pleasant change from the last few days, 
Saturday morning was calm and the seas were flat. 
“We started the day with some local knowledge by 
navigating up the Pine River to Deepwater Bend and 
beyond, taking special note of places where callouts 
frequently occur. 

From there we went up to the Redcliffe Jetty for some 
close quarters docking practice and a quick catch-up 
with the crew from the Eye Spy as they prepared for 
a day of whale watching. On the way back to base, 
we undertook some person overboard training and 
then rafted up with our brothers and sisters from 
Coastguard Redcliffe’s C Crew at the Outrigger 
Competition for a vessel tour and chat. 

After lunch, two of our members took their theory 
exam as they work towards their second stripe while 
others went over radio operator procedures. The 
wind picked up during the afternoon so we took 
advantage of the rougher seas to do some more skills 
practice, remembering that callouts usually happen 
in less than ideal conditions.” 

28th – Tow a disabled powerboat with 2 POB from 
Tangalooma to Colmslie.boat ramp.   Always so good 
to have appreciative feedback!  
“Big thank you to crew on S1 on Saturday morning, 
the whole crew did a great job getting our Whittley 
safety back to the Port of Brisbane after engine 
problems at Tangalooma, very professional in every 
way.”   (See photo from rescued vessel in next column.) 

28th – Riverfire – two of our boats were under Water 
Police direction to secure the area for later fireworks.  
(See full report on page 4.) 

 29th – Quebec Crew knew quite a while in advance 
they would have a job in the afternoon as they were 
to assist VMR Victoria Point to relocate an 11m ferro 
cement yacht with 1 POB from Redland Bay to 
Scarborough.  Our crew met VMR Victoria Point 1 at 
the North cardinal marker of St Helena island where 
they took over the job of towing the yacht to 
Scarborough and securing it on a mooring there. 

 

Thank you to all the crews who are able to assist with 
any activations and who are on standby.  We really 
appreciate receiving activation details and photos to 
help promote VMR Brisbane.  Please email any 
information through to editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au 
and also to social.media@vmrbrisbane.com.au  

ACTIVE CREW ANNIVERSARY 
Congratulations and thank you to the following 
crew members who volunteered more than 5 years 
ago and who joined in September. 

Anthony Pamplin  2010 (9 years) 

Steven Norday 2013 (6 years) 
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September in Summary 

Activations:      20 
Fuel Used: 2,074 Litres   
People Assisted:        5 

 

Food Truck Event 
Our September Food Trucks was on the same day 
as the Sandgate Paddling Club 25th Anniversary on 
15th September and it looked like every one of Charlie 
Crew was there. 

Sierra Crew will be serving drinks including boutique 
beers provided by the All Inn Brewing Co from 4 pm 
to 8 pm on Friday, 18th October.  

Come along and support your club while having a 
night out.  Club members are invited to stay later to 
take the opportunity to catch up with fellow members; 
you can meet upstairs if you like. 

Brisbane Riverfire 2019 

Paul Hollingdale reported on this year’s event: 

“We had the pleasure of assisting Water Police and 
several other rescue vessels at this year’s Triple M 
Riverfire event. 

Sandgate 1 and Sandgate 2 set off from the creek at 

approximately 2.30pm on Saturday, 28th September. 
Sandgate 1 was crewed by Nino Aceto, Paul 
Hollingdale, Shane Traversari, John Lemon, Meelitt 
Shah and Nathaniel Lake while Sandgate 2 was 

crewed by Karl Nast, Ben Gillespie and Damien 
Lynch. 

On departure the weather was cloudy with a storm 

 

 

imminent and winds were 20-25 knots from the North 
East. Enroute to the Koopa Channel, seas were 2-
2.5 metres on an ebbing tide – both crews were 
relieved to get into the Brisbane River however, 
conditions didn’t improve greatly until we got past 
Pinkenba.  We reached Kangaroo Point at 
approximately 3.20 pm where we left Sandgate 2 to 
locate an anchorage up river from Story Bridge as 
directed by the water Police. Sandgate 1 then 
proceeded past the armada of private boats and up 
to Victoria Bridge.  Once in position we experienced 
a spectacular display by the RAAF’s C17 
Globemaster flying very low over the river city 
followed by the F18 Super Hornets. 

Our task at 1600 hours was to stop private vessels 
from entering the off limits area leading up to 
Riverfire.  From 1845 to 1900 hours Water Police 
banned all vessels from the area in preparation for 
the fireworks. We witnessed a spectacular display 
from 1900 to 1920 hours. 

 
Top photo: Nino Aceto; Bottom: PolAir 2 Brett A Forte. 

We waited a while after the display for the MV Conroy 
to stand us down.  We then proceeded down river to 
rendevous with Sandgate 2 where we had to wait 
another 30 minutes before being stood down. We 
made a speedy exit from the area heading to the 
Koopa where we were once again met with moderate 
seas.  The wind had eased a little and was now 
North-Westerly.  We arrived back at the creek at 
approximately 2230 with Sandgate 2 roughly 20 
minutes behind us.  Once back in the radio room we 
were alerted to an incident close to the fisheries 
where a vessel had experienced engine trouble. 
Luckily Sandgate 2 was still enroute to the creek and 
brought the vessel in tow to the public ramp. 

All in all, a great night (especially with the banquet 
the crew brought on board!) and the opportunity to 
get some night hours up for all crews.”  
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Copybook Rescue at Sea 

On 27th July, at 22.41 UTC, the Rescue and AMP 
Coordination Center (RCC) of the Coast Guard 
received the message that an offshore oil rig supply 
ship was in trouble and needed help.  The supply 
vessel had activated an EPIRB and reported it had 
“water ingress and engine failure” in winds of 18 
knots and waves of six to ten feet.  The ship, Miss 
Debbie, was about 215 nautical miles north-west 
from Aruba (Lat 15° 22.5N, Long 072° 24.8W) sailing 
under the US flag from Key West, Florida, and was 
sinking.  There were 3 US citizens on board who 
were enroute to Aruba to deliver the ship to its new 
owner.  In the meantime, a message was sent to all 
ships in the area to provide assistance.  At the time, 
there were two ships nearby: the Haruna Express (a 

tanker which did not have the ability to assist but did 
stand by) and the cruise ship Sea Princess on its way 
to Curacao. 

Getting a close view of proceedings was VMRB’s 
Tony and Elizabeth Lloyd who were enjoying a 
world cruise on the Sea Princess.  (They left 
Australia on 16th May and returned on 31st August, 
2019.) 

Captain Christopher Lye and his crew on the 
Bermuda-flagged Sea Princess changed course and 
headed back to the last known position of the Miss 
Debbie – 4 hours steaming at 22 knots.  The Coast 

Guard immediately dispatched a Dash 8 Turbo Prop 
aircraft to locate the ship and found the three 
survivors in a rubber life raft. The vessel had 
completely sunk (together with their Life Cell*). The 
Sea Princess arrived on the scene within three hours 
of being notified and rescued the three people from 
their life raft in the dark.  They disembarked in 
Curacao and flew back to the US. 

What the Miss Debbie looked like before its demise. 

*Life Cell is a buoyant float-free device that can store all 
essential marine safety equipment and is designed by a 
survivor of a rapid sinking off the coast of Sydney. It is like 
combining a life ring and a grab bag in one device. 

 

Crew Training Nights 
On the second Tuesday of every month, starting at 
7.00 p.m., the VMRB Training Team run training 
nights to help crew members.  These nights are 
designed to answer questions from any member on 
any subject you are training in.  Please send an email 
to your training team at VMRB Training if you are 
attending so we can prepare any extra resources to 
allow us to answer your questions completely.   

Please keep in mind this is a nationally recognised 
training program and we must all do things the same 
way.  

Hopefully online training will be rolled out by the end 
of this year.  This has been a massive project 
involving the State Training Team and a few other 
volunteers from different groups.   

 

MRBI Emergency Services Expo 

The Bribie Island Combined Emergency Services 
Expo on Sunday, 13th October, 2019, is part of a 
state-wide campaign to get you ready for the bushfire 
and storm season.  This is a great way to learn more 
about how to get your home and family prepared.  If 
everyone does a little to prepare, we can all 
accomplish a lot as a community.   

Bribie Island’s Volunteer Marine Rescue is proud to 
host a free, action-packed day of demonstrations, 
kids’ activities and lots of family fun!  See the latest 
emergency equipment in action and meet local 
Firefighters, Police, Ambulance Officers, Marine 
Rescue, SES, and more!   VMRB will be there too. 

Get up close to a fire truck, water cannon, an Army 
Bushmaster vehicle, marine rescue boats and other 
high-tech rescue equipment.  There’ll be a live 
Westpac helicopter rescue and a simulated bushfire 
display.  Watch a kitchen fire demonstration and 
learn how to react.  See a Surf Life Saving water 
rescue or watch a life raft deployment.  Free face 
painting and jumping castle for the kids.  

Visit various stalls, enjoy a sausage sizzle and more. 
From 9.45 am to 2.15 pm at the VMRBI base, off 
Sylvan Beach Esplanade, Bellara.  
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VMRB 2019 AGM 
President:    Thomas Grice 

president@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

Senior Vice-President: Ben Gillespie 
snr.vice.president@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

Junior Vice-President:  Paul Hollingdale 
jnr.vice.president@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

Secretary:    David Massam 
secretary@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

Treasurer:    Gordon Kreutzer 
treasurer@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

Members’ Reps:   Les Pascoe 
members.rep1@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

Darren Bates 
members.rep2@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

Immediate Past President:  Neil Sheppard 
past.president@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

Management Elected Positions: 

Workplace, Health & Safety Rep:   David Massam 
secretary@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

Unit Training Co-ordinator:            Dean Steinback 
utc@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

Support Positions to Management:- 
Administration Officer:               Vacant 
Grants & Funding Officer:   Neil Sheppard 
Corporate Relations Officer:  Thomas Grice 
Community Events & Social Activities 
Organiser:             Paul Hollingdale 

social@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

Newsletter Editor:           Deidre Windham 
editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

Social Media Officer:              Shane Barnes 
social.media@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

Membership & Waterside Assist Program 
Registrar:           Les Pascoe 

membership@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

Crew Liaison Officer:     Darren Bates 
Vessel Equipment & Asset Maint:  Midweek Crew  
Building & Grounds Maintenance Officer:  

Hugh Martin 
Hardstand Manager:           Graeme Dobson 

hardstand@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

Venue Manager:                 Vacant 
Provedore:         Rhys Forbes 

provedore@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

Resident Group Representatives to 
Management:- 

Sandgate Yacht Club Inc.:                 David Larter 

Sandgate Paddling Club Inc.:         John Blackley  

Polynesian Outrigger Club Inc.: Steve Tomoana 

Xiang Dragon Boat Club:            Bruce Eckersley 

If you can help us out with any of the vacant positions, 

please contact President Thomas Grice.   

Sincere thanks to the QCWA Sandgate Branch for 
the delicious and plentiful supper.  

 

2018-2019 Recognition 

Life Member:    Hugh Martin 

Club Person of the Year:  Deidre Windham 

Service Appreciation Certificates:  
5 years:  Judd McCann, Rob Wood 

10 years:   Tony Lloyd, Kerry Kyle-Little 

15 years:  Les Pascoe, Thomas Grice 

20 years:  Glen Phillip, Ross Lynd 

25 years:  Callum Baird, Michael Overend 

Patrons:  Hon Stirling Hinchliffe,  
  Cr. Jared Cassidy,  
 Hon.Anika Wells MP, Member for Lilley 

Honorary Members:  
 Rod Chiapello, McDonalds Bracken Ridge 
 Kathy Walk, Deagon Meats 

Unit Chaplain:  David Taylor 

Auditor:      Mr. Gary L. Marsh 

Legal Advisor: G R Brown & Associates 
  

Hon Stirling Hinchliffe   

Cr Jared Cassidy   

Tony Lloyd   Thomas with Les Pascoe   

Thomas Grice 

Glenn Phillip   Thomas Grice   

mailto:editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au
mailto:social.media@vmrbrisbane.com.au
mailto:membership@vmrbrisbane.com.au
mailto:hardstand@vmrbrisbane.com.au
mailto:provedore@vmrbrisbane.com.au


 

VMRB Management 2019/20 

You probably know the management team as most 
of them were re-elected but here’s a reminder so you 
will recognise them in their management roles. 

President, Thomas Grice       Senior Vice-President, 
         Ben Gillespie 

   Junior Vice-President,                Secretary,  
       Paul Hollingdale                 David Massam 

    Immediate Past          
        President, 
     Neil Sheppard 

Treasurer, Gordon Kreutzer 

 
 

Competent Crew 
Someone who doubted he would ever gain his two 
stripes was the very happy recipient of his well-
earned new rating: James Mathieson. 

 

And it didn’t take 
long to fit those 
epaulettes. 

 

 

 

Club Person of the Year 
No-one could have 
been more shocked 
than your editor when I 
was presented with the 
Club Person of the 
Year Award at the 2019 
AGM.  I started editing 
Boat Talk in 2009 when 
it was a professionally 
printed 24 page full 
colour monthly 
magazine but handed it 
over when I retired from work 5 years later and was 
travelling a lot.   

There were many changes in the 3 years I was away 
but I took it on again almost 3 years ago when it was 
a much more efficient and economic proposition 
online.  I enjoy compiling Boat Talk and it really helps 
when people contribute ideas, photos and 
happenings I may have missed.  It’s my pleasure to 
acknowledge Shane Barnes, our Social Media 
Officer, who makes our VMRB Facebook page so 
interesting – and whose works I shamelessly 
“borrow”!                                          Deidr e Windham   
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President’s Annual Report for 

2018-2019 Operational Year 
Firstly I would like to thank the 18–19 Management 
Team for their enthusiasm and passion for VMR 
Brisbane and also the Support Team who are what 
makes things happen around here. 

It was interesting having a new Management Team 
made up of mostly newer Members of VMR Brisbane. 
I have heard it can take up 6 months or longer to get 
up to speed when first joining a Management 
Committee. To the new Management Committee’s 
credit, we all knuckled down and got on with the job 
no matter what the challenge which is great to see 
the dedication to VMR Brisbane and its best interest 
shining through. 

We saw our Squadron ranks grow again with another 
6 Active Crew Members making 94 Active Crew 
Members with a good mix of ages ranging from 18 to 
86 as well as some more ladies joining the ranks. 

I would like to note that we have about 25 
applications for Active Crew on a waiting list at the 
moment. 

We also welcomed over 44 new Full Members to our 
Association and another 99 Waterside Assist 
Members. 

A special mention that we unfortunately lost one of 
our longest serving Active Crew Members in Ray 
Henery.  Ray volunteered for over 47 years with VMR 
Brisbane, a fantastic effort and a testament to Ray 
and VMR Brisbane. 

We also farewelled Albert Jeays, one of the founding 
members of the Sandgate Yacht Club and Robert 
Brock our State Training Coordinator.  All of these 
people were greatly respected and will be fondly 
remembered. 

We have had another interesting year - although no 
Horse rescues and no Whale rescues this year. 

But we did host, assist or took part in the following for 
the year: 

 Congratulations to Xiang Dragon Boat Club who 
celebrated their first birthday in October 2018. 

 Thanks to SEQUEST and Shane Barnes for 
setting up our Marine Traffic AIS Station to fill a 
hole in northern Moreton Bay. 

 Ocean Crusaders did a fantastic job with their 
Paddle Against Plastics to clean up Cabbage Tree 
Creek. 

 The Junior Canoe Club under Allana Bold has 
seen many Junior Canoers learn more about not 
only canoeing but also outrigging with the 
PVOCC. 

 We hosted our first Australia Day by the Bay with 
the help of Jared Cassidy which was a great 
success and hopefully we can do it again next 
year. 

 

 

 We conducted a SAREX with our good friends 
from VMR Bribie Island and Coast Guard 
Redcliffe. This also saw 4 of our Volunteers who 
hold Commercial Coxswains Ticket be given their 
Authority to Operate our vessels. 

 Paul Burt invited us to be part of his Step Outside 
with Paul Burt TV programme to allow us to 
engage with the community about what we do and 
why we do it. 

 We assisted Queensland Cruising Yacht Club with 
the Brisbane to Gladstone and the Surf to City 
yacht races to keep everyone safe on the water. 

 We hosted any visiting groups to Brownsea that 
wanted to come and see what we do and check 
out our vessels and we will continue to work 
closely with Brownsea at any opportunity. 

 We worked with SANDBAG to help with the 
Skilling Queensland for Work initiative which saw 
more jobs completed around the base to an 
exceptionally high standard. 

 Sandgate Yacht Club introduced a Winter Sailing 
Series. 

 We attended Einbunpin Festival again to engage 
with our Community and, of course, the juniors 
who always love the bouncy Sandgate 2. 

 PVOCC once again paddled from here to 
Tangalooma and back again. 

 Shane Barnes attended the Emergency Services 
Cadet Games at Sandgate PCYC to assist with 
judging and to fly the VMR flag. 

 Deadly Choices once again had their yearly 
games at VMR Brisbane. 

 Lourdes Hill paid us a visit to try their hand at 
Canoeing and Outrigging with PVOCC. 

 Shorncliffe State School and Queensland Cruising 
Yacht Club held their learn to sail programme from 
VMR Brisbane. 

 Sandgate Paddling Club celebrated not only being 
the largest paddling club in Queensland but also 
their 25th Anniversary. 

I’m sure there is far more that I haven’t mentioned 
but, as you can see, VMR Brisbane has become a 
Community Hub for Aquatic Sport and Recreational 
Activities. 

Our Food Truck Events have continued to do very 
well for us to raise much-needed funds to keep VMR 
Brisbane on the water to assist those in need when 
they need it most. 

I’d like to acknowledge Dylan from the Food Truck 
Collective and Harley from All Inn Brewing for their 
continued support in making sure we have an 
amazing variety of food and entertainment available 
for the Food Truck events. 

(continued page 8)  



President’s Annual Report for 2018-2019 

Operational Year (Cont’d) 
We had the good fortune to benefit from the 
generosity of: 

 AMP who made a very generous donation thanks 
to Ben Gillespie and Geza Kallo. 

 Kedron Wavell RSL which has allowed us to offer 
First Aid and CPR course and refreshers at no 
cost to our Active Crew Members. 

 Port of Brisbane which has allowed us to upgrade 
and restock all of our First Aid Kits as well as 
upgrade the electronic maps and general 
maintenance and upkeep of our rescue vessels 
including rebuilding the suspension for Sandgate 
2’s trailer. 

 We were also bequeathed funds from the Estate 
of E Tannock. 

We very grateful to all of the organisations and 
individuals that provide us with additional funding and 
support, all of which allows our Volunteers to 
concentrate on their training and why they joined 
VMR Brisbane by minimising the amount of 
sausages we need to sizzle and tins we need to 
rattle. 

I am very honoured to announce to the Members that 
we were approached by Kedron Wavell Services 
Club and we now have a Sponsorship Agreement in 
place for the next 3 years.  Special thank you to Tony 
Lloyd for building and fostering this partnership with 
Kedron Wavell Services Club. 

So remember, please support those that support us 
and enjoy a great meal and atmosphere at the same 
time.   

We have been involved in quite a few Search and 
Rescues this year as well as starting to see our 
Active Crew Members be more involved in their 
training which Ben Gillespie, Senior Vice President, 
will talk more about in his report. 

We have continued to improve and utilise our 
facilities for the benefit of all Members which Marcus 
Upton, Junior Vice President, will talk more about in 
his report.  

To David Massam: thank you for all that you do. 
There are not too many people that would appreciate 
what a Secretary does in an Association such as 
ours.  

To Nicky Webster: thank you for stepping up to the 
Treasurers positon. 

And to Gordon Kreutzer: for picking up and running 
with the Treasurer’s positon when Nicky was unable 
to continue in the role. Your skills and willingness to 
adapt and look for better ways of doing things has 
been very much appreciated. 

To Les Pascoe and Darren Bates: thank for taking on 
the Members’ Representative Roles and your input 

into where we should be heading with VMR Brisbane 
as well as keeping us on an even keel.   

Thank you to Deidre Windham: Your work with Boat 
Talk has been fantastic and you never let up until you 
receive my report, which I will admit is mostly why 
Boat Talk is late being sent out.  

So thank you to: 

 The Management Team 

 The Support Team 

 The Volunteers who get called out to assist people 
in need 

 The Volunteers who help at our Community 
Events to raise awareness of who we are and 
what we do 

 The Volunteers that go above and beyond and are 
always there to help 

 The Volunteers that distribute our Waterside 
Assist Flyers and promote our Squadron through 
other means like Social Media and Community 
Events; by your efforts you have increased our 
Operational Revenue by over $15,000 this year 

 The Associate Groups for your support and belief 
in VMR Brisbane to be your home 

I would like to personally thank all the Members for 
allowing me the opportunity to represent such an 
incredible group of diverse people who share the 
vision of making VMR Brisbane the place to 
Volunteer your time, the place to spend some quality 
time with friends and being a very self-sufficient 
Association. I firmly believe we have an Association 
that we should all be very proud of that has the ability 
to be here for another 100 years and beyond. 

Thomas Grice  
President 
 

Flashback 
A couple of weeks ago, Michael Gill-Bailey met Ray 
Byrne who was President of VMRB in the late 1980s.  

Here Ray Byrne  is with another Ray: the late Ray Henery. 

(The lady standing to the right in background was Pat 
Cook a long time member of the club.  Her husband, Jim, 
was an active member, and Pat was Secretary of SAR 
prior to Sally Byrne.)  
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Senior Vice-President’s Report 

I am pleased to present this 
report for the 2018/2019 
operational year.  Thank you 
to those in management and 
support positions who 
assisted to fulfil the 
obligations of the role and 
those across our club who 
volunteered to assist with 
various activities throughout the year.   

There is significant time and effort required to keep 
the club operating effectively and it is very much 
appreciated. 

Activations: 

We have had a very busy year assisting the 
community on the water.  The 12 months (to 1 
September 2019) include the following for our 100 
active volunteers: 

Breakdowns –  
 58 activations incorporating 148 crew hours 

Drifting vessels –  
 4 activations incorporating 11 crew hours 

Flare sightings –  
 1 activation incorporating 4 crew hours 

Medical assists –  
 1 activation incorporating 6 crew hours 

Searches –  
 13 activations incorporating 70 crew hours 

Sinking vessels –  
 7 activations incorporating 15 crew hours 

Training – 
  171 activations incorporating 371 crew hrs 

Overall the unit has committed 2,713 crew hours and 
used 19,416L of fuel. 

Vessels and Rescue Equipment: 

Our three rescue vessels have been well maintained 
throughout the year with a big thank you going to our 
dedicated Tuesday crew. 

Discussions have begun regarding the suitability of 
Sandgate 1 into the future.  Management is currently 
seeking funds to replace the motors and navigation 
equipment to ensure continued reliability in the short 
to medium term. Funding challenges and the 
potential outcomes of the Blue Water Review are 
being taken into account.  

Sandgate 2 and Sandgate 3 continue to meet our 
needs with the replacement of the motor on 
Sandgate 2 likely to be the next major work. 

 

 

 

Focus for 2019-2020 Operational year: 

Thanks to the hard work of the training team and duty 
masters, we are now in a position where we have a 
number of skilled VMRAQ and commercial 
coxswains.  This provides an opportunity to return to 
our previous structure of 10 duty crews, resulting in 
equal crew rostering.  The crew will be operating on 
Saturdays and led by Karl Nast.  If anyone on a 
Sunday crew is interested in switching to Saturdays 
or simply want to be part of establishing the new 
crew, please speak with your duty master or Crew 
Liaison Officer. 

Our food trucks have been very popular this year and 
provided vital funds to the club.  Running the food 
trucks has been allocated to different crews 
throughout the year, which has been quite successful 
in ensuring that adequate volunteers are available to 
assist.  It is proposed that this rostering be increased 
to other activities the club commits to throughout the 
year (for example Einbunpin, Blue Water Festival, 
etc.).  A draft roster for this and crew days will be 
released shortly for consultation. 

While crews continue to train and refine skills on duty 
days, a number of our activations occur outside our 
standard operating hours and often at night.  In 2020 
we will be looking to increase the number of night 
training exercises and search and rescue exercises 
(SAREX) both within our group and incorporating 
other squadrons.  It is vital that we are able to 
respond to all types of calls for assistance day or 
night. 

Duty Master meetings will continue to occur with a 
focus on calibrating between crews to ensure we are 
operating in the same manner (in line with SOPs). A 
crew member should be able to assist on 
callouts/other crew days knowing that the 
expectations are uniform across the unit. 

Management will continually review the suitability of 
our rescue vessels and equipment to ensure we are 
adequately resourced when we are called upon for 
assistance. 

Training: 

Crew have continued to progress through training 
thanks to our UTC -  Dean Steinback and additional 
members of our training team – Peter Leech, Glenn 
Phillip and Thomas Grice. 

A big thank you also to Peter Leech who, in addition 
to assisting with assessments, has provided regular 
legislative updates throughout the year to ensure we 
are operating within requirements. 

Further training details will be provided in the UTC 
report. 

Ben Gillespie 
Senior Vice-President 
VMR Brisbane Inc.  
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Junior Vice-President’s Report 
During this operational year 
some of the things we have 
achieved are as follows: 

 Implemented Square 
PoS System. This 
includes point-of-sale, 
EFT transactions and 
stock control. 

 Documented processes 
and SOP’s for Venue 
Booking and for Venue Events. 

 Set-up a number of crew on the payroll as paid 
bar-staff for events at the base. 

 Mid-Week Crew repaired rusty sections of 
Sandgate 1’s trolley, replaced Sandgate 2 trailer 
suspension as well as doing a great job keeping 
the base shipshape. 

 Produced a video containing information on bar-
prices, Waterside Assist and Associate Clubs for 
the downstairs bar area to run on Food Truck 
events. 

 

I’d like to thank my team and others at VMR Brisbane 
for all their hard work throughout the year: 

 Chris Edwards and Garry Wyllie for putting 
together the venue hire Procedures and SoP’s. 

 Chris and team for doing a great job running all 
the events at the base. 

 President Thomas, Snr-Vice President Ben, 
Treasurer Gordon, Rhys and Richard Jones for 
getting Square PoS up and running. 

 Les Pascoe for looking after memberships and 
the Mid-Week crew. 

 Secretary David Massam for managing 
Workplace Health and Safety issues. 

 Graeme Dobson for managing the hardstand 
especially with regard to chasing up all those 
insurances. 

 Provedore Rhys for maintaining stock levels, 
writing the SOP for beer line maintenance with 
Thomas, and setting up a stock management 
procedure. 

 Treasurer Gordon and Chris Edwards for setting 
up bar-staff on the payroll and getting them 
inducted to VMR Brisbane bar procedures. 

 If I’ve missed anyone - my apologies, and please 
accept my thanks to all who helped out over the 
year. 

Marcus Upton 
Junior Vice President 
 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
Personally, I would like to 
thank the Committee (and 
members) for supporting 
me in the last 7 months in 
this role. 

As the club grows in size 
and turnover, many 
aspects become more 
business-like, and 
expenditure becomes 
relative to the “current club”.  The committee in this 
past twelve months has, I believe, tried to move 
forward to improve all aspects, but in a financially 
sound and prudent manner.  Much effort has been 
put in by the club to prepare for some major capital 
expenditures, i.e. boat ramp replacement, boat 
replacements/upgrades, building upgrades, which 
are in the next financial years but still heavily impact 
timing of any expenditure in this last year. 

Our accounts are all online now, making access and 
functionality much improved, but with that comes the 
need for greater online security, etc. 

In this last year we have become an employer, with 
paid bar staff for functions, also creating new 
obligations with payroll.  These areas of 
awards/tax/BAS/super etc. have all been 
implemented and fulfilled.  

Again this year our training for first aid has been 
completed and will be covered by a grant for this 
specific purpose (Kedron-Wavell).  Apart from grants 
there have been some notable, large donations from 
an estate, (The Estate of E Tannock), and of a 
corporate nature, (AMP). 

We have started the process of implementing a new 
software system for the bars and boats called 
Square, which has superior reporting and control 
measures as we grow. 

Currently, the website is being upgraded.  All these 
background measures are to assist in reporting and 
financial data security, as well as coping with an 
expanding club. 

It is not just the committee that is always looking to 
“save costs wherever we can”, but many members in 
this club give of their time and knowledge, to save our 
income for the large projects coming up. 

In summary, we are in a sound financial position as 

the figures reflect, and are all looking ahead to the 

next twelve months and beyond for our club. 

Gordon Kreutzer 
Treasurer 
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Unit Training Coordinator’s 

Report 
2019 has again seen a steady flow of training both on 
and off the water. The self-paced online learning 
option followed by the Monthly Workshops was 
attended by a regular group of crew members and 
through their hard work, dedication and asking lots of 
questions, saw several of these crew members 
appointed to Competent Crew and Coxswain. 

Rewind to the introductory modules, this year training 
also worked closely with other MRQ bases providing 
12 of their members with the opportunity to complete 
their Sea Safety Survival Courses. 

Excellent groups from Bribie Island, Jacobs Well and 
North Stradbroke Island attended for their Practical 
Assessments and it was great to share information, 
see how other bases do things and at the same time, 
have a bit of fun too 

We once again partnered up with ATI to provide First 
Aid Renewals and CPR Refreshers and many Crew 
members took this opportunity to renew their skills 
and refresh knowledge 

A number of crew also gained their LROCP and 
thank-you to Glenn for running these courses. 

In July, the new MAR18 training package was rolled 
out. This newer version sees some changes and 
crew should familiarise themselves and see from 
Glenn, Peter or Myself for clarification. 

This year also saw Peter, Glenn and Dean from the 
Training Team upgrade their TAE Certificates. 
This was a 6 month process which included several 
workshops, unpacking assessment tools, reviewing 
training packages and designing and developing 
assessment tools. Andy Ross from MRQ provided 
valuable support through this process and his 
assistance is greatly appreciated. 

The Breakdown of Crew Attaining Competencies is 
as follows: 

 Induction –  11 (Including 2 DROs) 

 First Aid –  18, 

 CPR –  47 

 Trainee Crew – 8 

 Competent Crew – 1: James Mathieson, 

 Coxswain – 3: Darren Bates, Ben Gillespie and 
Mike Henwood 

 TAE Upgrade - Glenn Philip, Peter Leech and 
Dean Steinback, 

 MRQ Assessor – Glenn Philip, Dean Steinback. 

Thank-you to Peter, Glenn and Andy for their 
assistance and support throughout this year. 

Dean Steinback 
Unit Training Coordinator 

 

Sandgate Yacht Club 
The following are a few points of interest that 
members of the sailing club ask to pass on to the 
broader VMRB membership: 

Winter Series: Some may remember that during the 
17/18 summer sailing season SYC had an unusual 
number of races cancelled due to unsuitable sailing 
conditions.  Namely too much or too little wind.  As a 
result we introduced a winter season, or more 
accurately, we continued sailing throughout the 
winter as tides would allow us to launch.  This proved 
so popular that we continued the race schedule again 
this winter with even better results in terms of turnout.  
While it can be a little bracing to stand waist deep in 
Cabbage Tree Creek to launch during winter, the 
sailing conditions are generally very good. 

Championships:  During the year the club has been 
represented at several international and national 
championships, including the 505 and Flying Fifteen 
class world championships in Italy and Ireland 
respectively.  SYC will conduct the Flying Fifteen 
State Championship over the weekend 2/3 
November. 

Membership:  Like many sports, and community 

organisations, sailing is struggling to grow its 
participation rates, and those who do participate are 
ageing, and SYC is no exception.  While we have 
managed to attract several new members this past 
year, our membership is unchanged due to 
retirements. 

Blessing of the Fleet:  This year’s Blessing of the 
Fleet was held on Sunday, 1st September with 
VMRB’s Chaplain David Taylor, presiding.  David’s 
homily was well tailored to the nautical audience and 
well received by all.  A debrief of the day’s activities 
noted that organisation for next season’s Blessing is 
to start at the completion of the Summer Season.  It 
is hoped that a more timely promulgation of activities 
may make it more relevant and attractive to all VMR 
groups.  

Paul Young 
Commodore, Sandgate Yacht Club Inc  
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Sandgate Paddling Club 
The Sandgate Paddling Club turns 25 this year and 
at present has 188 members, a rise from 157 
previously, a 20% increase.  Our 2019 goals are: 
   New shed,       New logo 
   More training for all    Updated website. 

I am happy to say that we have met all of our goals!  
It was great to be recognised as “Club of the Year” at 
the annual awards last September.  We continue to 
invest in our people by upskilling with various 
workshops and training courses whilst maintaining a 
healthy financial position.  The new bigger shed is 
operational allowing members to store boats on site. 

There have been many annual highlights including: 

 The John Newton Team Boat Challenge, 
Marathon, Thornside and Mackay Classic races 

 Our club name change became official 

 Bribie Passage sea kayaking 

 The Pacific Cost Paddle Series (SPC was second 
in club points) 

 The Christmas party at the Sandgate Bowls Club 

 King Billy Time Trial Series 

 Wetlands Wander 2019, our 24th and a whopping 
330 boats entered. 

 Camps at Elanda Point, Imbil, Upper Noosa River 
and Peel Island. 

 The VMRB Open Day 

 The Interclub “Olympics” and SARP days 

 North Pine River trip with home-made tea. 

 Annual Xmas paddle 

 Junior racing success 

 Senior racing success. 

Volunteers have carried out the following: 

 Training courses and website management 

 Keeping the accounts in good order. 

 The role of boat booking officer. 

 Carrying out maintenance on our hire fleet. 

 Preparing paddle plans. 

 Welcome new “Creekies”. 

 Organising paddling training courses. 

 Organising of camping events. 

 Wetlands Wander volunteers 

 Instructing Basic Skills 

We aim to keep all volunteers happy and to attract 
new ones with a focus on diversity and inclusion as 
well as calling out discrimination.  This Club has a 
great history and a promising future.  

John Blackley, President. 

 
 

All About Paddling 2019 
Paddling is a widely accessible and popular activity.  
All About Paddling creates innovative paddle 
education and coaching programs to deliver a 
diverse range of outcomes to educators, children and 
other individuals of the local community.  

Engaging in learning while in the outdoors benefits 
mental health, creates social connectiveness, 
increases physical strength and co-ordination and 
connects us back with nature. 

Participants also experience benefits of healthy risk- 
taking, creative problem-solving skills and develop 
resilience while making happy memories.  We ensure 
these benefits are available to the whole of our 
community regardless of their ability through our 
inclusive paddle opportunities.  

Each Thursday afternoon, we take joy in sharing the 
love of paddling with the junior club at the Sandgate 
Paddling Club, giving the kids of the community an 
opportunity to learn about paddling, through play, 
shenanigans and being in the outdoors.   

On several occasions the kids have broadened their 
paddle experiences through to paddling the 
Outrigger canoes with huge thanks to the PVOCC. 

Local education institutes are ensuring their teachers 
are teaching canoeing skills to best practice and up-
to-date with qualifications so the experience of 
canoeing with minimal impact and learning from the 
wetlands can continue in schools and universities. 

Allana and All About Paddling continues to partner 
with the canoe club to provide paddle-specific 
education and coaching. 

Through holistic paddle and outdoor education, we 
can contribute to creating our next generation of 
connected, inclusive outdoor enthusiasts. 

Allana Bold 
Coach and Canoeing Instructor 

 

.   
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Polynesian Va’a-Alo Outriggers 
Introduction 
Polynesian Va’a-Alo was established in 2016 and is 
an incorporated Club under the national body, 
Australia Outrigger Canoe Racing Association 
(AOCRA).  The Club has approximately 40 
competitive and social paddlers, has five OC6 (6 
person) canoes, one QC2 (2 person) canoe and one 
OC1 (1 person) canoe.  The Club is affiliated with 
VMR Brisbane and rents space to store its canoes in 
the VMRB secure area as well as a cage area in the 
main VMR building for paddles, life jackets and other 
paddling equipment.  All members of PVOCC are 
also members of AOCRA. 

Committee 

PVOCC had a major change in committee at its last 
AGM and a new committee was voted in for the 
Club’s third year in existence.  The Club membership 
has consistently been under 40 members waxing and 
waning with the loss of some paddlers and addition 
of new ones.  The committee attempts to meet 
monthly and the Club maintains a Facebook page 
(PVOCC Outriggers) for all member communications 
as well as a Google Drive account for storage of all 
Committee and Club-related documents and records.   
The Club’s Committee as at 23 July consists of 
President:  Eddie Jensen 
V-P/Secretary Steve Tomoana 
Treasurer: Sosefo Inoke 
Asst Treasurer: Helen Edwards 
Registrar Robert Pranjivan 
Committee Members:  

 Phill Crampton & Malcolm Stewart 

Club Training 
Club training occurs three times a week (Tues 6pm, 
Thurs 6pm and Sat 7am) for competitive paddlers 
and on Sundays at 8am for social paddlers.  On 
average the Club gets 2 canoes on the water of 10-
12 paddlers every training session. 

Regattas and Paddle Events 

 The Club participated in all the major Southern 
Queensland Zone regatta events including: 
National Sprint Titles at Kawana Waters 

 Regattas at Noosa, Mooloolaba, Bayside and 
Redcliffe. 

The Club also participated in a number of club 
paddling events outside on Regattas with the most 
notable being the Moreton Crossing, a 70km paddle 
to Moreton Island and back with support boats and 
over 24 paddlers and support crew.  This year was 
the second year the crossing was attempted and the 
weather was kind, though challenging and all 
members who participated had a great time and 
paddling challenge. 

Infrastructure and Equipment 
The Club has managed to also conduct the following 
infrastructure and key maintenance work: 

 
 

 Paint and patch the Club’s two main racing canoes 
as well as the Club’s old OC1 canoe. 

 Build five new trolleys for the canoes. 
Build new paddle racks and shelves for the Club 
storage cage in the VMRB main building. 

 Order 12 new Club paddles from China using a 
combination of funds from SQ Zone and Club 
funds. 

Secure Queensland Gaming Grant funding to build a 
canoe shed cover, due to be completed in August 
2019 once plans are approved by VMRB and TMR.  
Plan of the shed (shown in original report) and it will 
be erected by a professional builder.  The shelter is 
removable and will provide much needed cover to the 
Club’s canoes to ensure their long life. 

Fundraising 
The Club has raised over $3,500 this year in 
fundraising activities.  These include: 

 A Club raffle held in March which generated 
$1,100 profit 

 A Bunnings Bbq which generated $1,560 profit 

 A school paddling event which generated $250 
profit 

 A cake stall and meat raffle which generated $550 
profit.  

Future Plans 
PVOCC is maturing and in the next year, the 
committee and club would like to become more 
competitive and develop set crews for racing in a 
number of categories.  These include: 
A Masters Men’s Team (40-49 years old) 
A Senior Masters Men’s Team (49-59 years old) 
An Open Mixed Team (18-39 years old) 
An Open Women’s Team 
In addition, the Club is seeking grants and 
fundraising to achieve the following equipment goals: 

 Fully refurbish all five club OC6 canoes (Cost 
$20K) – 2019 

 Buy two Club OC1 canoes ($10K) – 2020 

 Buy one new Racing Canoe ($25K) – 2020 

Conclusion 
PVOCC had a somewhat turbulent start to the 
2018/2019 year with a new committee taking a while 
to establish itself and deal with the change.  Some 
members were lost and some new ones gained but 
over the last six months the Club has steadily 
improved its profile, done some amazing events, 
steadily improved the Club’s infrastructure and raised 
some good funding through grants and fundraising 
events. 
The Club sincerely appreciates all the support given 
to us from the VMR and all its members.  We 
appreciate the generosity, good nature, facilities and 
ease of working.  Thank you for all your support and 
we look forward to a continued successful 
relationship and another great year ahead. 
Eddie Jensen 
President  
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Allstate Licensing & Training 

Allstate Boat Licensing and 
Training – Brisbane North, as a 
member of the No1 BoatSafe 
provider in Queensland, has been 
providing a Boat and Jet Ski 
Licence Training to the public 
since 2002.   Allstate Boat 
Licensing and Training BN’s 
participation at the VMR Brisbane 
facility was previously by our predecessor, Peter 
Leech, and myself since February, 2014. 

Numbers have steadily increased over this time and 
we thank VMR Brisbane, its Management teams and 
both active and full members for their 
encouragement, goodwill and support in promoting 
our service over this period.  

 

Recently VMR Brisbane, as a community-based 
organisation, offered usage agreements for the 
community groups, utilizing the excellent facilities 
providing permanency and a closer association for us 
and VMRB.  It is working well and gives us stability, 
to work together in the future. 

Peter Reid, Director 

 

QCWA Sandgate Branch 
It gives me great 
pleasure, as the 
President of QCWA 
Sandgate Branch, to 
deliver this inaugural 
annual report of the ‘new’ 
QCWA Sandgate 
Branch. Until November 
2018 we were known as 

QCWA Sandgate Sub-Branch, and during the two 
years or so prior, members had been working 
towards attaining Branch status i.e. through growth 
of membership, community engagement and gaining 
an understanding of the principles of QCWA. 

Wednesday, 21st November 2018 was the official 
launch date of the Branch and a wonderful day was 
had by all.     The  branch  was  officially  named  as  

 

 

QCWA Sandgate and the meeting day nominated as 
the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 9.30am with the  

venue being our current location – VMRB Building, 
95 Allpass Parade, Shorncliffe. 

QCWA originally started in Sandgate in 1926 and 
was an active branch until the 1980’s when it is  
believed to have lapsed, so we are delighted to once 
again be in Sandgate as an active branch. 

The branch also has a casual craft morning, at the 
RSL Sub-Branch building, at 9.30am on the first 
Wednesday each month. This is a social time where 
members can share craft and other activities with 
fellow members. 

During the year members interacted and engaged in 
many varied ways within the branch, within the 
QCWA at Division and State levels and with the local 
community and other organisations. 

At Branch level, through volunteering their time, 
cooking, crafting items and making donations, 
members have supported and engaged within the 
local community – the Annual Australia Day 
Citizenship ceremony (through our local Council 
office); Hugs 4 the Heart (donating to Qld Police 
crafted toys and rugs); visits to Deagon Village and 
Oak Tree Retirement Village to promote QCWA and 
Country Kitchens and provide morning tea; held a 
stall and raffle at the local Einbunpin Festival and a 
stall at the Super Sausage Sizzle (in aid of the Public 
Rural Crisis Fund); provided morning tea to the RSL 
Sub-Branch; officially attended the local Anzac Day 
ceremony; held a cake stall on election day and held 
a Garage Sale (through the annual Garage Sale Trail 
Day); held a ‘fun’ and fundraising Trivia Night; 
attended the Lord Mayor’s Christmas Morning Tea; 
supported DV Connect with donations and organised 
a wonderful ‘International’ event promoting Germany 
as country of study. Monies raised from these 
ventures have been donated to the QCWA Public 
Rural Crisis Fund and the Dame Berry Fund. Over 
2000+ hours have been generously volunteered by 
members. 

Through Division, Region and State Levels, 
members have regularly attended and supported 
Division meetings and other Branch International 
Days and AGMs, the annual Division International 
Day, Craft Final Days, Region and State 
Conferences, Division Workshops, as facilitators for 
Country Kitchens and volunteered at the QCWA Café 
at the annual Brisbane Exhibition (EKKA). Members 
have also volunteered to assist State office with the 
management of the Members Data Base. 

The year has indeed been a busy one as our branch 
continues to develop and grow and make a mark in 
the local Sandgate community. 

Roxanne Doyle, President  
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Petrol Vapours 
Petrol vapours are denser 
than air so any petrol leaks 
or vapours can accumulate 
in a vessel's bilge, or in low 
parts of a cabin if the area 
is not properly ventilated.  
When petrol vapours mix 
with air within a specific 
concentration range, the mixture becomes unstable 
and is likely to explode when coming into contact with 
an ignition source causing a fire. 
Potential ignition sources include: 
 smoking, naked flames or pilot lights 
 communication equipment e.g mobile phones 
 portable electrical equipment 
 fixed electrical systems 
 hot work e.g welding, grinding and cutting 
 hot surfaces e.g exhaust pipes, flues, and ducting 
 static electricity 
 sparks generated by mechanical means e.g 

hammers and other hand tools. 
The risk of an explosion can be reduced by: 
 ensuring the vessel fuel system complies with the 

applicable technical standards and is periodically 
inspected by an accredited marine surveyor 

 preventing the build-up of vapours by ventilating 
any area where accumulation of vapours could 
occur 

 using gas detection equipment to check for a 
flammable atmosphere during refuelling 

 removing, isolating or controlling all ignition 
sources 

 removing residual fuels from the vessel and 
immediately cleaning up any spilt fuel 

 ensuring electrics, including portable electrical 
equipment are maintained.

The vessel's safety management system (SMS) 
should cover the risks associated with explosion 
and fire, such as build-up of petrol vapour, and 
include the controls used to eliminate or minimise 
the risk. 

Safe refuelling practices 
Ten simple rules for refuelling: 
1. Try to ensure there are no passengers on board 

during refuelling and restarting after refuelling, 
and only essential crew are involved in the 
operation. 

2. Turn off the engine and isolate electrical 
equipment before refuelling. 

3. Do not use communication equipment other than 
intrinsically safe equipment including mobile 
phones and tablets during refuelling. 

4. Do not overfill the fuel tank and have a system to 
catch spills and clean up spills immediately, if they 
occur. 

5. Ventilate the area and compartments during and 
after refuelling properly installed and rated forced-
ventilation will assist. 

6. Do not start the engine if you can detect vapours—
gas detectors will assist. 

7. If possible, fill the fuel tanks in a well-ventilated 
area. 

8. Make sure the vessel is a non-smoking area 
during refuelling. 

9. Regularly check perishable fuel lines and 
connections for wear and tear and carry spares. 

10. Keep spare fuel in tightly capped and secure 
containers, in well-ventilated areas. 

For the safety of passengers and crew, it is essential 
the risk of explosion due to petrol vapours is 
managed through compliance with applicable 
technical standards, regular periodic inspections and 
safe operational practices. 
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