
Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date  

With all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane 

Above: Although reports on the VMRB 2019 AGM 
appeared in the last Newsletter, this photo of our 

Management team with Stirling Hinchliffe MP and Cr 
Jared Cassidy on 1st October is too good not to include. 

Around the Rigging 
Welcome to our new Members.  We look forward to 
seeing you around the base. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An important repeat activity is being run on 10th 
November by Ocean Crusaders when they return to 
see how Cabbage Tree Creek has fared one year 
after their initial mammoth Paddle Against Plastic.  
See page 4 for how to be involved in this endeavour 
to rid our waterways of rubbish and how to volunteer 
to help with the barbecue afterwards. 

If you want to talk to someone about VMRB, then 
your Members’ Representatives are the people to 
approach and they will take appropriate action.  Turn 
to page 5 to meet Les and Darren. 

Queensland Police are running a Safety Expo on 
Sunday, 17th November at Nudgee Boat Ramp. See 
page 3 for details so you can encourage friends to 
attend too. 

It is time to book for our Christmas function through 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/volunteer-marine-
rescue-brisbane-xmas-party-tickets Only $30 per 
person for a night on 30th November that promises to 
be great fun, with live entertainment and a spit-roast 
dinner with friends.  See page 7 for details. 

By the way, our Dummy hasn’t been named yet so 
keep your ideas coming in to 
me at Editor Deidre.  
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
SYC FLYING FIFTEENS REGATTA 

2nd- 3rd November, 2019 

PADDLE AGAINST PLASTIC 

Sunday, 10th November,2019 

CREW TRAINING NIGHT 
Tuesday, 12th November, 2019 

FOOD TRUCK EVENT 
Hosted by Tango Crew 

Friday, 15th November, 2019 
4.00 p.m. to 8.00 p.m. 

QPS HENDRA SUMMER SAFETY EXPO 
Sunday, 17th November, 2019 

At Nudgee Boat Ramp, 8.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m.  

CHRISTMAS FUNCTION 
At our base, 6.30 p.m., 30th November, 2019 

RADIO 

OPERATORS 
Marcus Edgar 

John O'Donnell 
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VMR Brisbane is 
proudly supported by 

 

 

COUNTRY 

Richard Ford 
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President’s Report 
A big welcome to our people 
who have joined VMRB and 
Waterside Assist this 
month.  It is satisfying to know 
that we are becoming more 
well-known and recognised as 

a great boating, paddling and 
sailing safety network. 

The Queensland Police Service is running an expo 
to teach people how to be safe around the 
water.  There will be a range of displays at Nudgee 
Boat Ramp on Sunday, 17th November and 
(coincidentally) our November Crew plan to be on 
hand to answer questions as well. 

Letting people know when and where you are going 
out on the water is vital in case anything untoward 
happens.  We saw an example of this on 
17th October when we experienced a severe 
storm.  Three canoeists had been seen in the water 
prior to the storm so a search was initiated to ensure 
they had not come to harm.  Despite exhaustive 
efforts, the canoeists were never located so it had to 
be presumed they had safely reached shore and 
gone home without knowing of reports concerning 
their welfare.  Likewise, the swimmer reputed to be 
swimming from Redland Bay to Stradbroke Island on 
26th October had no idea people would be concerned 
for his safety in the high winds and poor weather 
conditions.  Logging on to VMR or Coast Guard 
ensures that someone is aware of your proposed 
activity and planned time of return so action can be 
instigated should deadlines not be met. 

Shane Barnes, our Social Media Officer, regularly 
posts on the VMRB Facebook page weather reports 
giving the Moreton Bay forecasts.  There is no 
excuse for going out in adverse conditions and 
potentially putting yourself, passengers and potential 
rescuers at risk.  

A very big thank you to Kedron Wavell Services Club 
for their very generous sponsorship. We should start 
to see some new signage being rolled out over the 
next month.  Plus we will be looking at working with 
Kedron Wavell Services Club for some joint 
promotions so watch this space. 

Not only has our radio room received a massive 
spring clean but it now sports new office chairs 
courtesy of our friends at Officeworks Aspley.  

Another appreciated donation is the 96 energy 
efficient LED tubes and 6 double power points with 
built in chargers from Haymans Electrical. 

As part of our building grounds and asset 
management, SANDBAG has been engaged to top 
dress the lawn area in front of main building as part 
of their landscaping course. 

 

 

Our Brisbane City Councillor, Jared Cassidy, has a 
couple of special events planned involving VMRB in 
the next few months.  Every month we have our Food 
Trucks Event on the third Friday and the November 
one will be held as usual.  However in December, 
Jared has organised for extra entertainers to sing 
Christmas Carols and we have it on good authority 
that Santa will be making an appearance. 

Earlier this year the BCC Australia Day barbecue 
and games was a great success and Jared will be 
sponsoring that again next year so keep your eyes 
open to see details of the activities scheduled for 
Australia Day 2020.. 

Our Boat Ramp or Aquatic Activities Water Access 
Area project is progressing slowly but in the right 
direction. Our Civil Engineer will be holding meetings 
with our affiliate groups in the coming month to see 
what their requirements may be so we can look at 
including them in the project. 

We are providing a base for the Ocean Crusaders 
Paddle against plastics again this year and we need 
Volunteers for the Bar and BBQ.  If you can help out 
in any way, please register here 
volunteersignup.org/WHREW or let me know via 
email, phone or text if you can assist. 

Also remember everyone is welcome to join us for 
our Christmas Party with a 70’s and 80s’ theme 
which is going to be held on Saturday, 30th 
November. Get your tickets from Eventbrite or Paul 
Hollingdale jnr.vice.president@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

Safe Boating 
Thomas Grice 
President, VMRB  

Groups of VMRB 
Our Association is made up of the following clubs. 
Please click on the logo to find out more details. 

November 2019 Crew Roster 
Sat   2 Charlie Sun    3 Quebec 

Sat   9 Alpha Sun  10 Sierra 

Sat 16 Foxtrot Sun  17 November 

Sat 23 Bravo Sun  24 Papa 

Sat 30 Charlie 

December 2019 Crew Roster 
   Sun    1 Tango 

Sat   7 Foxtrot Sun    8 Quebec 

Sat 14 Alpha Sun  15 Sierra 

Sat    21 Bravo Sun  22 November 
Wed 25 TBA Thurs 26 TBA 

Sat 28 Charlie Sun   29 Papa 
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Activation Report 

OCTOBER  

7th - Tow a disabled 6m power boat owned by one of 
our members with 6 POB from Kooringal to Cabbage 
Tree Creek.  

13th - Both Sandgate 1 and Sandgate 2 attended the 
VMR Bribie Island emergency expo day. Both 
vessels were open to the public with our crews on 
hand to promote VMR and marine safety.  

17th - Water Police initiated mid-week callout to 
search for 3 canoes in the Woody Point area. A 
member of the public had alerted the Water Police 
regarding 3 canoes in the water and a storm 
approaching. The search was called off after 3 hours 
with nothing found. It appears the canoes made their 
way back to shore safely.  

19th – Foxtrot Crew  headed to the Bribie Island 
Oyster festival and met up with fellow volunteers 
from Marine Rescue Bribie Island 445. Later in the 
afternoon they had a call from Volunteer Marine 
Rescue Victoria Point for a broken down vessel on 
Brisbane River.  Although they sought the vessel, 
they couldn’t find it so expect it got assistance from a 
passing vessel. 

20th - The duty crew assisted a disabled tinny with 1 
POB from Cabbage Tree Creek to our boat ramp.  

Thank you to all the crews who are able to assist with 
any activations and who are on standby.  We really 
appreciate receiving activation details and photos to 
help promote VMR Brisbane.  Please email any 
information through to editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au 
and also to social.media@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

Waiting for the Tide…? 
It looks like someone in Virginia, USA, had a very 
bad day! (And another car can be seen in the sand 
too!) 

 

QPS Hendra Safety Expo 
On Sunday, 17th September take the time to go to the 
Nudgee Boat Ramp, 1512 Nudgee Road, Nudgee, 
from 8 am to 11 am and learn about how to stay safe 
this summer with displays from: 

 Queensland Police Service  

 Water Police + vessel 

 Queensland Police Dive Squad display 

 Local SES 

 Brisbane City Council 

 VMRB’s November Crew + vessel 

As well as learning about safety, enjoy the free 
Sausage Sizzle and coffee!  Do your family and 
friends a favour and tell them about this event too. 

For more information contact the QPS Hendra Crime 
Prevention Unit by phoning (07) 3632 2386 or 
emailing Gateway.DCPC@police.qld.gov.au 
 

In future issues of Boat Talk, we will be including 
various articles and tips from the Queensland Police 
Service to make you more aware of what you can do 
to protect yourselves and your property and to deter 
thieves around your home. 

  

ACTIVE CREW ANNIVERSARY 
Congratulations and thank you to the following 
crew members who volunteered more than 5 years 
ago and who joined in September. 

Marty Breslin  2012 (7 years) 

Greg Hendersen 2012 (7 years) 
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October in Summary 

Activations:      16 
Fuel Used: 1,465 Litres   
People Assisted:        7 

 

Food Truck Event 
Friday, 18th October saw the Food Truck event 
moving back to an evening time slot with Sierra Crew 
manning the bar. 

Tango Crew will be serving drinks including boutique 
beers provided by the All Inn Brewing Co from 4 pm 
to 8 pm on Friday, 15th November.  

Come along and support your club while having a 
night out.  Club members are invited to stay later to 
take the opportunity to catch up with fellow members; 
you can meet upstairs if you like. 

The Three Musketeers? 
These three amigos are stalwarts of VMRB and we 
all owe a lot to these dedicated volunteers (Les, 
Thomas and Bob) who have the best interests of the 
boating public and VMRB at heart. 

Crews Relaxing 
Charlie Crew members took the initiative to have a 
get-together on an off-duty day and were joined by 
their partners and a few members from other crews 
on 19th October at our base. They had afternoon tea 
that morphed into a barbecue with the great 
opportunity to chat and compare notes.   
(See photo at right of about half of the attendees.)  

 

Paddle Against Plastic 
Ocean Crusaders have been working their way 
around Australia and they have advised: 

Last year’s inaugural Cabbage Tree Creek 
Paddle Against Plastic was a raging success with 
over 4 tonne of debris removed over 3 days and 
the Sunday's community event is still the biggest 
haul of debris at any Paddle Against Plastic event 
with 1.41 tonne of debris removed from the 
mangroves. 

So it's time to head back into the creek 1 year 
later and see if more has arrived. New areas will 
be attacked to continue to preserve the locality. 

Join us on your paddle craft of any type and hit 
the water in a fun family-friendly event that is just 
like a treasure hunt, but a little different.   We have 
a limited amount of craft available if you don't 
have one; just book a ticket in the registration 
process that includes the paddle craft you 
require. If there are no craft available, please 
keep an eye out as we will attempt to get 
additional craft from other people or come down 
anyway and clean along the banks. 

VMRB will once again put on a BBQ for rubbish 
collectors. Volunteers to run the barbecue are 
needed like last year so we would like you to log 
on to volunteersignup.org/WHREW  This project is 
supported by Healthy Land & Water through 
funding from the Australian Government's 
National Landcare Program 

For more details contact Ian on 0412 932 808 or 
info@oceancrusaders.org 

Also: 

On 13 th October, 72 amazing people took to the 
Pine River out of Brighton Park and removed 542kg 
of debris. An awesome effort from an inspirational 
team of paddlers.  Healthy Land and Water provided 
funding for this event through the Australian 
Governments Landcare program. Massive thanks 
to Redcliffe Environmental Forum and Clontarf 
Beach State High School for their involvement 

Ocean Crusaders removed 614kg of debris from the 
estuary running south off Pine River along the 
Deagon Deviation. All courtesy of funding through 
Healthy Land and Water through the Australian 
Governments' Landcare program.  
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Wear Life Jacket To Work Day 

As part of National Safety Month, in October 
Australian Maritime Safety Authority promoted the 
importance of life jackets. 

Each year in Australia there are many drownings that 
could have been avoided by just having a life jacket 
on.  Did you know it’s compulsory for everyone on 
your vessel to wear a life jacket if you’re crossing a 
coastal bar, or if you’re under the age of 12 in an open 
boat that is less than 4.8 metres in length? A life 
jacket is a vital piece of safety equipment on your 
boat, but it only works if you wear it.  

The Aceto boys answered the call to Wear Your Life 
Jacket to Work day on Friday, 11th October.  You 
might remember Daniel from the days he served on 
Charlie Crew and he is now in Townsville while his 
brother, Michael, wore his to work in Brisbane.  
 

Crew Training Nights 
On the second Tuesday of every month, starting at 
7.00 p.m., the VMRB Training Team run training 
nights to help crew members.  These nights are 
designed to answer questions from any member on 
any subject you are training in.  Please send an email 
to your training team at VMRB Training if you are 
attending so we can prepare any extra resources to 
allow us to answer your questions completely.   

Please keep in mind this is a nationally recognised 
training program and we must all do things the same 
way.  

Hopefully online training will be rolled out by the end 
of this year.  This has been a massive project 
involving the State Training Team and a few other 
volunteers from different groups.   

A lake hire boat operator is talking through a 
megaphone: “Boat 99 please return to shore, your 
time is up.” 

A colleague asks him: “Who are you calling?  There 
are only 70 boats out today.” 

The operator looks back at the lake, thinks for a bit, 
and starts talking again: “Boat 66, is everything OK?” 

 

VMRB Members’ Representatives 

Les Pascoe and Darren Bates are the people who 
have been officially appointed to represent you 
should you have any issues that need reporting to or 
discussion by VMRB management.  If you don’t see 
them around the base they can be contacted by 
email: 

Les – members.rep1@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

Darren – members.rep2@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

Double Decker City Cat 
Brisbane has 21 CityCats: eight were built between 
1996 and 1998, six between 2004 and 2009 and 
seven between 2010 and 2015.  Now the first of a 
seven-strong fleet of double-decker CityCats is 
undergoing trials and will ply the Brisbane River 
before Christmas.  These CityCats will cost $30 
million over the next four years.  

The new CityCat 22 vessel will include: 
 the ability to carry a total of 170 passengers 
 an upper deck, providing seating for 20 

passengers.   
 rear deck seating for 16 passengers and space for 

up to 10 bikes 
 an open front deck with a clear viewing pane  
 up to 6 dedicated wheelchair and mobility scooter 

areas will be available, subject to final design 
 lower windows in sections of the main cabin, 

allowing passengers in mobility devices and 
children to enjoy the view 

 table and lounge seating options including USB 
device charging ports 

 free Wi-Fi 
 hearing augmentation loops.   
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Gentlemen and Gentlewomen 
This is the title of a book 
written by Alex Penhaligon 
and it is a personal journey of 
exploration of ancestors from 
Ireland to colonial Australia.  
The book was launched at 
QCYC last month and one of 
Alex’s stories refers to her 
great-grandparents, Jack and 
Annie Plumridge. 

Alex said her great-grandmother, “Ms Plumridge, 
was a pioneer and helped women get the right to vote 
in elections.”  She was a founding member of the 
original Sandgate QCWA in 1926 and that group’s 
relaunch was held at VMR Brisbane in Sandgate two 
years ago.  "Annie was a social activist and a 
member of the CWA until 1930 (when she passed of 
cancer).  ”As well as being the first President of the 
Sandgate CWA, she was President of the 
Queensland Electoral League formed in 1903, 
Secretary of Sandgate Red Cross during World War 
1, sat on the Children’s Hospital Committee, and was 
a great fundraiser for women’s and children’s causes. 

Her husband was an Alderman for 10 years and 
Mayor of Sandgate in 1906.  He was awarded the 
Coronation Medal for Community Service in 1937. 

Jack was a founding member of Sandgate Yacht 
Club and Annie was the first woman to win a race 
sailing around Bribie Island.  This was achieved in 
high collar, long skirt and hat tied on her head, while 
her hands were on the rudder and the sails. 

Alex said “When I read 
Papa (and some other 
men) lent support against 
the strong opposition 
from some male 
members of Sandgate 
Yacht Club to permit 
women to sail in races, I 
smiled.  However, my 
ancestor was always 
referred to as Mrs 
Plumridge or ‘Jack’s 
wife’.” 

Jack’s name appears on 
some of the trophies 

which are on show in our Clubhouse.  Alex was keen 
to record her family history but also wanted to redress 
the balance so that she could give some recognition 
to women who didn’t draw attention in the 
newspapers as much as the men. They were both so 
much of early Sandgate.  

You can obtain a copy of Alex’s book by emailing her 
on alex@forwardmoving.com.au.  This fascinating 
read includes quite a bit about our local history and it 
can be yours for $40 plus postage.  

 

 

Two New Police Vessels 
QPV Stewart Kerlin II and QPV Sondra Lena have 
been officially named in a commissioning ceremony. 
Minister Ryan and Commissioner Carroll joined 
friends and family of two fallen officers to officially 
name the new vessels in their honour. 

A 20 metre multiple vehicle high speed barge has 
now been commissioned as Queensland Police 
Vessel (QPV) Stewart Kerlin II, after Detective 

Sergeant Stewart Kerlin who was tragically killed on 
duty on November 11, 2006.  The QPV Stewart 
Kerlin II will serve the Water Police in the capacity of 
a high speed barge.   

A 10 metre rigid inflatable monohull vessel has also 
now been commissioned as Queensland Police 
Vessel Sondra Lena, after Constable Sondra Lena 

who was tragically killed on duty on April 10, 1992. 
The QPV Sondra Lena will be used by the Water 
Police for their patrol vessel. 

Both the QPV Stewart Kerlin II  and  QPV Sondra 
Lena will operate out of Redland Bay supporting the 

Water Police in their daily duties.  These vessels 
have already been used extensively in response to 
recent search and rescue operations and major 
weather events.   

Responding to the Stradbroke Island bush fires and 
the provision and transportation of vehicles, police 
officers and other assets to assist the community of 
the Southern Moreton Bay Islands are just some of 
the events that have so far proved the vessels 
instrumental.   

mailto:alex@forwardmoving.com.au


Blue Ringed Octopus 

In mid-October, Tara Louise Howard found this Blue-
Ringed Octopus on the beach in Sandgate, just north 
of Shorncliffe Pier. 

It is a timely reminder to be careful where you're 
walking at low tide. (Photo: Find It 4017) 

Xiang Dragons 
Congratulations Xiang Dragons on another great day 
at Kawana on 13th October racing dragon boats. 
The Mixed 10’s 500m placed 4th in the final while the 
Women 10’s 200m placed 3rd in the final. And this is 
the first trophy for the Women’s Crew which is quite 
a milestone (see below).  

 

All this fun, cocktail and dinner for just $30 per person.
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Around the Base 
Jason Cassar and his family were excited to be 
taking their striking Stabicraft (that they had owned 
for 3 weeks) out on its maiden voyage to Bulwer on 
5th October.  

 

25 Year Service Award 
Michael Overend received recognition through his 25 
year Service Award presented by President (and 
Michael’s Foxtrot Skipper) Thomas recently.   

He has joined an elite group of VMR volunteers who 
have given such long community service.  Thank you 
Michael. 

Ready, Set … 
Charlie Crew raring to go on a busy day on the bay.  

 
 

Yamba Welding & Engineering 

Your editor has been holidaying in northern NSW 
towns including Yamba and found this story from 
AMSA about Yamba Welding & Engineering of 
interest.  Perhaps you will too. 

With more than four decades of boat building 
expertise, Yamba Welding & Engineering, based at 
the NSW north coast regional town of Yamba, has 
established itself as one of Australia’s leading 
commercial vessel builders. 

Owner, Bill Collingburn, is a qualified marine 
surveyor himself, but he uses the services of another 
accredited marine surveyor to carry out independent 
inspections and certification.  Since 1998 the 
company has also been certified to ISO.9001-2015 
for quality assurance with third party accreditation 
from Bureau Veritas. 

The systems put in place by the company have seen 
it grow to become one of the most sought-after 
suppliers of new commercial vessels.  Last year the 
company built about 15 vessels, which is expected to 
increase to about 20 this year and continue into next 
year with a healthy forward order book.  Depending 
on the type of boat, a new build can take anything 
between eight weeks to a year to complete.  

The company plays an important part in the economy 
of the Clarence Valley, employing about 35 staff 
including a growing number of apprentices.  Currently 
there are 11 apprentices learning a trade onsite, 
including one woman, and Bill expected to take on a 
couple more soon. 

“We have mature-age apprentices, people who have 
been made redundant in other industries, like dairy 
farmers, fishermen, people from the timber industry 
– people with life skills.  They are very, very loyal and 
we hire them alongside our school-leaver 
apprentices,” he said. 

Current and future projects 
keeping the Yamba factory 
busy include five 
5-metre police 
boats, 22-metre 
and 5-metre 
vessels for the 
Dept of Primary 
Industries 
Fisheries, two for 
Roads and 
Maritime 
Services and five 
for Marine 
Rescue NSW. 
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World Maritime Day 2019 
World Maritime Day this year was on 26th September 
so we are a little late but it was interesting because 
its theme was empowering women in the maritime 
community. 

The Australian Maritime Safety Authority produces a 
monthly newsletter (Working Boats) and the October 

edition has quite a few articles of women in various 
roles throughout the maritime industry from 
administration to working on trawlers and there are 
some women who have worked hard to break the 
gender barriers and who have been championing 
diversity.  

As part of their research, AMSA invited women on 
their social media channels to help create a snapsot 
of women in the Australian maritime industry.  Here 
are the results of replies from 197 women (in August 
and September): 

What sized organisation do you work for? 

13%  Family business 

87%  Large organisation. 

How long have you worked in the maritime industry? 

  3% less than 1 year 

24%    1 to   5 years 

28%    5 to 10 years 

28%  10 to 20 years 

16%  20 to 40 years 

  1%  Over 40 years 

What commercial vessel sector do you mostly work 
in?       3%  Fishing 

  8%  Workboats 

13%  Tourism 

22%  Transport 

30%  Oil and Gas 

What state or territory are you based in? 

  1% International 

  2%  Australian Capital Territory 

  2%  Northern Territory 

  4%  South Australia 

10%  Tasmania 

11%  Victoria 

20%  Queensland 

20%  New South Wales 

22%  Western Australia 

What is your role in this sector? 

  3%  Vessel Owner 

  4%  Vessel Operator 

11%  Master 

15%  Other 

  9%  Shore Support Activities 

58%  Crew Member 

 

 
 

Port of Brisbane 
Like many workplaces in the maritime sector, the 
workforce at the Port of Brisbane has traditionally 
been heavily skewed towards male participants. 

The Port of Brisbane has recognised the importance 
of creating a more diverse workforce, to better 
understand and meet the needs of today’s customers 
and stakeholders.   

Seeking to achieve this goal and overcome gender 
barriers to entry, last year they launched a new 
cadetship program aimed at encouraging more 
women to join the workforce.  The first of its kind in 
Australia the cadetship offers a 24-month paid 
employment and training program for women 
working as deckhands in the Port of Brisbane Marine 
Operations team.  Four women were selected for the 
first intake.  It is a hands-on role and the women are 
expected to perform all the necessary deckhand 
duties including maintenance, safety management 
and cleaning while learning about the Port’s 
operations.   

 

Going Out On The Water 
AMSA also gives some good advice to follow about 
being prepared before going out on the water. 

“Going out to drop a line, going for a joy ride or 
seeking an adventure, it is important that you do your 
research to make sure you and the people on board 
are going to be safe and well prepared for all possible 
emergency situations.  This may include: 

 checking the weather conditions. 
Understanding how the weather affects the 
conditions of the ocean is important.  If the weather 
isn’t looking great, reschedule the boating trip for 
better conditions.  Find more information on 
weather warning and the five vital weather 
checks from the Bureau of Meteorology. 

 carrying safety equipment suitable for all possible 
emergency situations.  Check carriage 
requirements with your local marine safety 
agency to ensure you are compliant. 

 carrying reliable means of verbal communication. 
This may include a marine radio.  Do not rely on 
your mobile phone as your only means of 
communication on the water. 

 letting your emergency contact know of your trip 
plans and details, including your approximate time 
of arrival.  A family member or friend will be able to 
alert search and rescue (SAR) authorities if you 
have not returned home safely by the specified 
time.  Don’t forget to contact your emergency 
contact once you have returned safely. 

 carrying a registered GPS distress beacon.  In 
some cases it is the law.” 
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