
Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date with 
all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane 

VMR Brisbane is 
proudly supported by 

 

Photo above: The mighty effort organised by Ocean 
Crusaders and about 120 volunteers deserves top spot 
this month.  See more about the day on pages 7 and 8. 

Around the Rigging 
Welcome to our new Members.  We look forward to 
seeing you around the base. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s getting closer to our Pirates and Buccaneers-
themed Christmas party.  Have you got your Pirate 
or Buccaneer outfit ready to wear?  See page 10 for 
the invitation to what will be another tremendous 
evening and how you and your friends can buy 
tickets to this terrific end-of-year event. 

As you can see from the photo (left), the Paddle 
Against Plastic clean up organised by Ocean 
Crusaders on 11th November was a mighty success.  
See pages 7 and 8 for pictorial evidence of the 
rubbish that has found its way into Cabbage Tree 
Creek and also the very interesting analysis of all the 
recovered debris.  My only regret is that I don’t know 
who took some of the great photos so can’t give the 
photographers the credit they warrant but thanks all! 

Adding weight to the Ocean Crusaders’ campaign to 
clean up our waterways, see page 6 for the sad side 
concerning protected turtles and dugongs, along with 
disposal of fishing gear. 

November Crew probably merits being labelled as 
having the busiest duty day this year, the same day 
as the Paddle Against Plastic and Remembrance 
Day. See pages 3 and 4 for their activities that day 
and the month’s rescues. 

Meet our new Senior Vice-President, Ben Gillespie, 
on page 2.  From joining to have access to facilities, 
Ben recognised the valuable service given by 
volunteers and has now gained qualifications to 
enable him to become a major contributor too. 

Best wishes to Joe McCoy who is recovering from 
unexpected heart surgery. 
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ACTIVE CREW 
There’s a lot of induction 

and training in progress but 
you could put your name 
down for the next intake. 

0 
 

FULL 

MEMBERS 

Wayne Arch 

Brendan Collins 

Alex Mitchell 

Nick Smith 

Guy Vickerman 

James Wighton 

6 

WATERSIDE 

ASSIST 

Dinnes Andales 

Allister Campbell 

Steven Clifford-Ames 

Gavin Crouch 

Ricky Eilbeck 

Nathan Fennessy 

Gavin Gray 

Steve Hartley 

Michael Obstoj 

Ben Williams 

Troy Wright 

Matthew Lalor 

95 Allpass Pde, Shorncliffe Qld 4017   Ph: 07 3269 8888   Fax: 07 3269 2245  
www.vmrbrisbane.com.au           A/H Emergency 0428 022 881   
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

FOOD TRUCK EVENT 
Hosted by Sierra Crew on  

Friday, 21st December, 2018 

4.00 pm to 8.00 pm 

VMRB PIRATES & BUCCANEERS 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Saturday, 8th December, 2018 

From 6.30 pm. 

https://www.facebook.com/VMRBrisbane/
http://www.oceancrusaders.org/
http://www.oceancrusaders.org/
mailto:snr.vice,president@vmrbrisbane.com.au
http://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/
http://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/
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President’s 

Report 

 
 
 

 
Welcome to our newest Members and we hope you 
and all our Members have a very Merry and Safe 
Christmas however you choose to spend it. 
 
Remember if you are spending time out on the water 
tell someone where you are going and when you 
expect to be back.  And Log On and Log Off with your 
nearest Marine Rescue Squadron or Flotilla, 

It Might Just Save Your Life. 
You can find all the Squadrons and Flotillas and their 
contact details on Page 20 of the Qld Recreational 
Boating and Fishing Guide published by our friends 
at MSQ. 
 
We were lucky enough to be involved with another 
fantastic organisation, Ocean Crusaders.   One of 
our Members approached VMRB Management to 
consider hosting the Paddle Against Plastics - Clean 
up Cabbage Tree Creek.  Of course we agreed and 
with Ocean Crusaders saw about 120 Volunteers 
from our Community collect over 4,000kg of 
Rubbish. 
 
Thanks to Rod Chiapello and Bracken Ridge 
McDonalds for supplying the sausages to be sizzled 
for the Volunteers.  Thanks also to Rod for his 
campaigning against plastic straws and his backing 
of a stormwater rubbish collection device to be 
trialled in our local area. 
 
I'd like to take this opportunity to thank all those 
Volunteers who continually put their hands up to 
assist not only VMR Brisbane but all Community 
Groups. 

 

Safe Boating 

Thomas Grice 
President, VMRB 

 

Know your VMRB Management 
This issue we have 
pleasure in introducing 
our new Senior Vice-
President, Ben Gillespie  

Ben joined VMRB in 
2011 after purchasing a 
new half cabin boat.  
Initially he joined as a full 
member to use the 
facilities but soon saw 
the work our crews do 
and decided to try for himself. 

Over the next 6 years, he worked through his crew 
days and completed training when time allowed.  In 
2015, he took on the role of membership officer for a 
period of 12 months after which he had to step away 
due to work commitments. 

Earlier this year, he completed his training to become 
a VMRAQ Coxswain, which was very rewarding after 
the time and effort put in over the years.  Now that 
the formal training is complete, he has stepped into 
the Senior Vice-President role and hopes to be able 
to assist the club to continue to improve as we have 
over the past years.  His current focus is to ensure 
crew members have the tools they need to work 
safely as part of a crew and progress their formal 
training.  Feel free to get in contact with him at 
(snr.vice.president@vmrbrisbane.com.au) if you 
have any questions/comments otherwise you can 
catch him down at the base on Tango crew days. 

Outside of VMR, he enjoys spending time on his boat 

down at the Gold Coast and expects to be very busy 

over the next year with a rapidly growing family. 

Groups of VMRB 
Our Association is made up of the following clubs. 
Please click on the logo to find out more details.

December 2018 Crew Roster 
Sat   1 Bravo Sun     2 Tango 

Sat   8 Alpha Sun   9 Papa 

Sat 15 Charlie Sun 16 November 

Sat 22 Foxtrot Sun 23 Quebec 

Tues.25 Volunteers Wed 26 Volunteers 

Sat 29 Bravo Sun  30 Sierra 

January 2019 Crew Roster 
Tues    1 Volunteers 

Roster To Be Determined 

http://vmrbrisbane.com.au/services/vessel-monitoring.html
https://publications.qld.gov.au/dataset/recreational-boating-and-fishing/resource/a769f2d2-b7dc-41ad-829f-a586ed389d8b
https://publications.qld.gov.au/dataset/recreational-boating-and-fishing/resource/a769f2d2-b7dc-41ad-829f-a586ed389d8b
https://www.msq.qld.gov.au/
http://oceancrusaders.org/
http://oceancrusaders.org/cabbagetree/
http://oceancrusaders.org/cabbagetree/
mailto:snr.vice.president@vmrbrisbane.com.au
http://www.syc.org.au/
http://sandgate.canoe.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/PVOCCShorncliffe/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Xiang-Dragons-130932637540881/


Activation Report 

NOVEMBER 

7th – Late at night Sandgate Rescue 2 was towed to 
Breakfast Creek in response to a man over board off 
a city cat. At 2240 as we were about to launch and 
join the search from St Lucia back to Breakfast 
Creek, we were advised that the person had been 
located and then a second job came for a vessel at 
Rivergate Marina.  A 5.5m Haines with 4 POB had 
broken down on its maiden trip after purchase.  It had 
a suspected fuel contamination.  We transferred two 
POB to S2 and towed from Rivergate to Colmslie. 
Then returned to Breakfast Creek so we could tow 
our vessel back to base.  

10th – Alpha Crew spent time today running a person 
overboard scenario with a new piece of equipment. 
The team got a chance to experience the difficulties 
with getting an injured person back on board who 
needs assistance. 

Thank you to Kedron-Wavell Services Club Inc. for 
their generous grant which allowed us to purchase 
new Lifejackets for all of our rescue vessels, a rescue 
training dummy and 2 SOS Rescue Ladders to 
enable our crews to realistically train in the recovery 
of Persons Overboard. 

11th – The Paddle for Plastics day was being hosted 
at the base and it was also Remembrance Day.  The 
flags were lowered to half-mast for the minute’s 
silence at 11am. 
November Crew training was conducted in the 
morning on Domestic regulations, fire drills and local 
knowledge in the Pine River. 

While returning to base from this training, the crew 
were diverted to tow a VMR member's 24 foot cruiser 
that wouldn't start (with 4 persons on board), from 
just outside the Cabbage Tree Creek entrance 
beacons to the public boat ramp in CTC.  

Following lunch (sausage sizzle as part of the Paddle 
for Plastics that was in progress) more training was 
undertaken in vessel handling and man overboard 
practice in Bramble Bay. During this training a call 
came in from the Water Police to attend a yacht that 
had dragged its mooring and become grounded on 
the Brisbane River at Teneriffe. 

The crew returned to base and swapped from 
Sandgate 2 into Sandgate 1 which was more 
appropriate for towing a larger yacht. 

Upon arriving at Teneriffe, the Water Police were 
already in attendance.  The yacht was on a large lean 
to starboard and the tide was running out.  The 
situation was discussed with Water Police and the 
decision was made to attempt towing the grounded 
yacht off the river bank. (Cont’d page 4)

ACTIVE CREW ANNIVERSARY 

Congratulations and thank you to the following 
crew members who volunteered more than 5 years 
ago and who joined in November. 

Peter Leech  2002 

David Massam 2002 

Les Pascoe  2004 

Neil Sheppard 2007 

Kelly Williams 2011 

John Lemon  2013 

Roger West  2013 
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Activation Report (Cont’d) 

This proved to be difficult. The tidal current within 
approximately 30m of the river bank was very strong 
and made it difficult to tow the yacht off at the 
required angle without Sandgate 1 being swept 
downstream.  

The first attempt broke a bollard off the yacht.  The 
second attempt was abandoned due to the tidal 
current pushing Sandgate 1 sideways. 

The crew re-assessed the positioning of Sandgate 1 
in the tidal flow and the third attempt was successful 
so the yacht was towed into deeper water.   This was 
all done while a quite large crowd of onlookers 
watched from the river walkway. 

When the yacht started its engine, it had no cooling 
water flow and was going to require a tow to 
Rivergate Marina near the Gateway bridge.  At the 
same time the Water Police advised there was also 
a tinny with 4 POB broken down near the Story 
Bridge.  So the yacht was anchored with the Water 
Police remaining in attendance while Sandgate 1 
attended to the tinny at the Story Bridge.  

Initially reported as requiring a jump start, the tinnie's 
outboard was turning over but not starting.  It was 
towed upriver to the West End boat ramp.  

The crew then returned to Tenerriffe and towed the 
yacht to the Rivergate Marina, returning to base at 
8:40 pm.  A long but successful day on duty. 

18th - Sandgate 1 and Sandgate 2 proceeded to 
Bribie Island to assist VMR Bribie with their 
Emergency Services Expo.  Both vessels were open 
to public inspection and the crew were happy to 

explain features and answer any question on our 
primary role.  While returning to base at approx. 
1400, Sandgate 1 was contacted to proceed to 
Tangalooma to tow a broken down jetski to the public 
boat ramp at Whyte Island.  As a 20-25 knot South 
Easterly was blowing, all crew experienced the helm 
in rough weather.  A full and interesting day for the 

crew ended at 1800. 
19th - A Callout received from Water Police at 0900 
to undertake a Search in the Brisbane River after a 
member of the public reported that they thought 
somebody had jumped into the river and not 
surfaced.  The search was called off after 4 hours by 

the Water Police. 
22nd - Sandgate 2 was tasked to assist a 45 foot 
yacht that had broken its moorings on the Brisbane 
River and ran into an overhead walkway which 
caused some damage to the walkway and the 
boat.  The crew successfully untangled the vessel 
and manoeuvred it back to a safe anchorage where 
they assisted the master in deploying the anchor until 
the mooring can be repaired.  The crew returned to 
base by 9.30 pm. 

25th –Mid-afternoon Sierra Crew assisted a family 
with the scattering of ashes at sea. 
Thank you to all the crews who are able to assist with 
any activations and who are on standby.  We really 
appreciate receiving activation details and photos to 
help promote VMR Brisbane.  Please email any 
information through to editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au 
and also to social.media@vmrbrisbane.com.au 
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mailto:social.media@vmrbrisbane.com.au


Food Trucks Event 

Alpha Crew had a very successful evening with a lot 
of customers on Friday, 16th November.  Have you 
ever seen such a dapper serving crew?  Sierra Crew 
will be manning the bar at the next Food Trucks 
event on Friday, 21st December with boutique beers 
provided by the All Inn Brewing Co.  Come along and 
support your club while having a night off the 
domestic chores. 

 

The very suave Alpha Crew:  

Gary, Damian, Paul, Lindsay, Chris, Vic and Joe. 

Club members are invited to stay later to take the 
opportunity to catch up with fellow members; you can 
meet upstairs if you like. 

 

VMRB Management 
There are still three vacant positions to assist VMRB 
Management which we need to fill to give our 
squadron the best possible chance to operate 
efficiently.  The positions are: 

 Grants & Funding Officer 

 Corporate Relations Officer 

 Community Events & Social Activities Organiser 

If you can help us out with any of these positions, or 
know someone else we could ask, please contact 
President Thomas Grice. 

 

November in Summary 

Activations:          25 

Fuel Used (L):    1,561 

People assisted:          11 

QFES, Sandgate 

On 5th November Nicky Webster took some photos 
of our friends from Sandgate station’s Queensland 
Fire and Emergency Services when they popped in 
on Saturday to do their monthly checks and 
maintenance on their pump which we kindly store for 
them. 

While we have our own pumps, this is a specialised 
unit to be used on the Rescue Vessels that can take 
two fire-fighting hoses as well as being able to inject 
a foaming agent if required. 
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http://allinnbrewingco.com/
https://www.facebook.com/QldFireandRescueService/
https://www.facebook.com/QldFireandRescueService/


 
Turtle Trauma 
This is a screenshot from a graphic video taken by 
Brett Vercoe at Moreton Banks (identified Turtle 
and Dugong habitat) in the Moreton Bay Marine 
Park on 11th November, 2018.  It clearly 
demonstrates the damage caused by people 
dumping rubbish in the ocean, on this occasion 
affecting turtles. 

Sick and injured Sea Turtles can be reported to 
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service; the 
Moreton Bay Duty Ranger number is 0427 753683. 

Watch Out!  
Renate Hottmann-Schaefer of Sandgate 
Environmental Appreciation Society (SEAS) 
reported that far too frequently fishing line and rusty 
fishing hooks or lures are found on Sandgate 
foreshore. Those 2 rusty hooks were found on 2nd 
November not far from where people with small 
children were at the beach near Arthur Davis Park 
(Pool).  These may well have washed ashore but 
often shore-based fishermen are casual about 
disposing of unwanted fishing line, etc.  Stepping 
into rusty fishing hooks can easily lead to sepsis, 
which is world-wide one of the most common 
causes of premature death.  So, take care! 

Dugongs 
Another report by Protect Our Waders and passed 
on by Renate Hottmann-Schaefer concerned the 
finding of a dead dugong at Clontarf on 20th 
November.  Marine Parks disposed of the body 
which was located at Pelikan Park.  Sadly, as it was 
a lactating female, it is fairly certain not far away 
there would have been a baby dugong left to starve. 

 

Benefits of Planning…! 
Thanks to Glenn Phllip for bringing this to our 
attention.   

119 years ago, the passenger steamer SS Warrimoo 
was quietly knifing its way through the waters of the 
mid-Pacific on its way from Vancouver to Australia.  
The navigator had just finished working out a star fix 
and brought Captain John D.S. Phillips the result.  
The Warrimoo's position was LAT 0º 31' N and LONG 
179 30' W.  The date was 31 December 1899.  "Know 
what this means?" First Mate Payton broke in, "We're 
only a few miles from the intersection of the Equator 
and the International Date Line".  Captain Phillips 
was prankish enough to take full advantage of the 
opportunity for achieving the navigational freak of a 
lifetime.  He called his navigators to the bridge to 
check and double check the ship's position.  He 
changed course slightly so as to bear directly on his 
mark.  Then he adjusted the engine speed.  The calm 
weather and clear night worked in his favour.  At 
midnight, the SS Warrimoo lay on the Equator at 
exactly the point where it crossed the International 
Date Line!  The consequences of this bizarre position 
were many.  

The forward part (bow) of the ship was in the 
Southern Hemisphere and in the middle of summer. 
The rear (stern) was in the Northern Hemisphere and 
in the middle of winter. 
The date in the aft part of the ship was 31 December 
1899. 
In the bow (forward) part, it was 1 January 1900. 

This ship was therefore not only in: 

 two different days, 

 two different months, 

 two different years, and 

 two different seasons, but in  

 two different centuries - all at the same time! 
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Paddle Against Plastic 
Ian Thomson of Ocean Crusaders has created an 
organisation that does an incredible job of trying to 
rid our waterways of all the rubbish that thoughtless 
people dump in them.  His team coordinates a 
clean-up about twice a month around Australia.   

Ocean Crusaders came in to Cabbage Tree Creek 
to do an assessment then returned for two days to 
haul out some of the bigger stuff.  The third day, 11th 
November, was when 120 volunteers came down in 
all sorts of water craft to collect a formidable 
collection of garbage. 
Ian reported: “Today's Cabbage Tree Creek was an 
outstanding day as we saw the community come 
together and dig out tonnes of debris from the 
mangrove systems.   We could not have done this 
without Andrew & Julie from Spinnaker Sound 
Marina, Councillor Jared Cassidy, VMR Brisbane 
Inc, Redcliffe Environmental Forum, Clontarf Beach 
State High School and the hundred odd volunteers.  

Thanks so much to the team at VMRB for hosting 
our event:  it was the perfect setting.  Snags were 
awesome too.   

On the Friday and Saturday, the 5 hard core crew 
of Ocean Crusaders managed to pull in 2,582kg of 
debris from between the main bridges upstream.  
On the Sunday, we had 124 people turn out on all 
sorts of paddle and even motorised craft to remove 
202 bags of debris, 26 tyres and a whopping 
1,441kg of debris.  Our previous best Paddle 
Against Plastic haul was in Melbourne where we 
removed 938 kg in a morning so this has smashed 
that out of the ballpark, courtesy mainly of the tyres 
and the glass bottles.  Total haul over the 3 days 
was therefore 4,023kg so the creek should be 
floating a bit higher this week!!!!  The analysis of 
debris revealed: 

 2,438 plastic lids 
 4,767 plastic bottles 
 6,212 plastic food packaging items 
 1.6kms of fishing line 
 5,961 pieces of polystyrene 
 5,895 glass bottles, and 
 1,920 aluminium cans. 

It was an amazing effort by all.” 

You will see from some of the photos the herculean 
effort many of the volunteers made in retrieving 
some very awkward pieces.  A lot of people delved 
deep to dig into dirty places to leave those spots a 
lot cleaner than they were before.  The people who 
sorted through all the rubbish to arrive at the reclaim 
statistics did a mighty job too.  A big thank you to 
the VMRB volunteers who organised the bar and 
barbecue for the volunteers afterwards. 

A final thank you to the many mostly unknown 
photographers, but whose shots are appreciated. 

http://www.oceancrusaders.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/SpinnakerSoundMarina
https://www.facebook.com/SpinnakerSoundMarina
https://www.facebook.com/councillorcassidy
https://www.facebook.com/VMRBrisbane
https://www.facebook.com/VMRBrisbane
https://www.facebook.com/RedcliffeEnvironmentForum/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Clontarf-Beach-State-High-School/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Clontarf-Beach-State-High-School/
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Sorting table! 

More Paddle 
Against Plastic Pics 



 
 

Xiang Dragons 
On 4th November our Xiang Dragons had a fabulous 
weekend of racing at the Pan Pacific Masters 
Games 2018.  They entered into 2 categories each 
day.  “Snr A (40+ yrs) Mixed & Women’s in 500m & 
200m distances. They made it to the semi-finals for 
all crews and the Women just missed out on the 
200m Grand Final by 0.04sec! The courage, 
determination, and true sportsmanship was felt by 
every paddler throughout the weekend making 
PPMG an amazing experience!” 

They had a great competition at Varsity Lakes on 
18th November, with 18 clubs entered.  Xiang 
Dragons raced in 3 categories and the Ladies just 
missed out on the final again. 

SEQUEST 
On 4th November, South East Queensland UHF 
Emergency Service Team (SEQUEST) completed 
installation on their AIS setup at @vmr_brisbane. 
With coverage now coming off the mobile phone 
tower, they have seen an increase in coverage and 
vessel movement.  Once again they would like to 
say thank you to GME for donation of AIS splitter 
gear to complete the project at Sandgate. 

 

 

Commercial Vessel Incidents 
It is mandatory that accidents involving shipping are 
reported.  You might be surprised to learn that a 
total of 45 domestic commercial vessel incidents 
were reported to Australian Maritime Safety 
Authority (AMSA) in the month of October (the 
latest for which information is available). Of these, 
7 were categorised as serious. 
 

Location 
Vessel 
Type 

Incident 

NT  n 

A deck hand was bitten by 
sea snake while bringing in 
the nets. He could not be 
revived by emergency 
services. 

QLD Fishing 

Vessel anchor rope become 
entangled in the propeller, 
damaging the rudder and 
seizing the motor, leaving 
the vessel disabled. 

QLD Yacht 

A 10m yacht sank with 400 
litres of diesel on-board. 
Joint Rescue Coordination 
Centre Australia assisted in 
the rescue of the crew. 

NT Fishing 

Vessel grounded causing 
damage to chain locker. A 
hull inspection revealed 
damage to the hull and bow 
stem. 

NSW Passenger 

Collision between two 
vessels causing damage to 
roof and life raft of one 
vessel. It was believed no 
one was at the helm of the 
other vessel at the time of 
the incident. Water police 
were notified. 

WA Passenger 

A crew member shut off the 
fuel, pulled the incorrect 
handle and released Co2 
into engine bay area. No 
injuries reported. 

NSW Passenger 

A snorkeller was pulled from 
the water after becoming 
unresponsive and 
unconscious due to a 
medical event. 

Last month a medivac of a 74 year old passenger 
from Ovation of the Seas to Port Hedland hospital 
for emergency surgery was coordinated by AMSA 
and involved Bristow’s search and rescue 
helicopter and more than 15 Bristow personnel 
including engineering ground crew in Exmouth, 
radio control in Karratha and five aboard the 
aircraft. 
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 For booking, click on https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/vmrb-presents-a-pirates-and-buccaneers-xmas-ticket 
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