
Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date with 
all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane 

Photo above: Damala, see page 4 for Peter Leech’s account of 
how it ended up at our pontoon. 

Around the Rigging 
Welcome to our new members (below).  We look 
forward to seeing you around the base. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The upcoming VMR Brisbane Party, themed 
Christmas in Hawai’i, has been a sell-out success 
with over 100 RSVP's. “We have reached our 
capacity now,” said Charlie Crew’s Paul Hollingdale 
who is organising this year’s event. “I think the 
combination of a catchy theme and the attraction of 
some very nice raffle prizes has made the event very 
popular.”  There is the chance of winning a Princess 
Cruise for two in a balcony cabin for 2 nights 
Brisbane to Sydney, a weekend at Tangalooma and 
a luxury night’s stay in a suite at the Clear Mountain 
Lodge as well as many other smaller prizes in the 
raffles.  Paul feels that rather than the monthly BBQ's 
we used to have, he is keen to do 3-4 themed nights 
a year and do them really well.  

As President Thomas suggests in his report on page 
2, a great Christmas present for boating friends is a 
Waterside Assist membership.  There is a sliding 
scale for fees depending on the month you join but it 
works out at $77 for a full year.  The assurance when 
boating between Bribie Island and Tweed Heads with 
towing service availability and monitoring is even 
more valuable than the cost of the membership. 

 

Boat Talk 
VMR Brisbane’s Monthly Newsletter 
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ACTIVE CREW 
William Wallace 

Nicole Webster 

 

2 
 

FULL 

MEMBERS 
Laurelle Buckley 

Andrew Hooper-Nguyen 

Ralph Sadler 
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WATERSIDE 

ASSIST  
Gavin Atkinson 

Arjey Cabrido 

Evan Colman 

Craig Cuttress 

Trevor Grant 

Graham Hill 

Rory McGuire 

Andrew Raine 

Joel Ryan 

David Sellars 

Juan Travaini 

11 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

ALL VMRB CREW MEETING 
9th December at the base 9.00 am 

 

CHRISTMAS IN HAWAI’I 
Saturday, 16th December, 2017 

6.30 pm – 11.30 pm 
 

FOOD TRUCK EVENT 
Hosted by Alpha Crew on a Friday,  

date to be confirmed for January 2018 
4.00 pm - 7.00 pm 

 
 

95 Allpass Pde, Shorncliffe Qld 4017   Ph: 07 3269 8888   Fax: 07 3269 2245  
www.vmrbrisbane.com.au           A/H Emergency 0428 022 881   

VMR Brisbane is 
proudly supported by 

 

https://www.facebook.com/VMRBrisbane/
http://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/
http://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/


President’s 
Report 
The year is nearly over 
and hopefully we have 
all been good for Santa 
this year. 

If you are looking for 
something for the 
Boatie or Fisherperson 

that has everything, have you considered a 
Waterside Assist Membership as a Christmas 
present? 

Unfortunately due to the third Sunday of December 
being so close to Christmas, we will not be hosting 
this event for December.  The Food Trucks will be 
back to Friday nights in January so watch this space 
for dates and times for this popular family event. 

Our base has been so consistently active recently, 
starting with the two groups of scouts and cubs who 
would not normally be around our boats. 

In November we had the Flying Fifteens’ 50th 
Anniversary State Titles hosted by Sandgate Yacht 
Club and it was great to see a large fleet participating 
in this event. 

The PVOCC Outrigger Club also had 30 young 
people for a Come-and-Try Outrigging when they all 
had a great time enjoying Cabbage Tree Creek and 
Bramble Bay. 

Sandgate Canoe Club hosted a night with Sandy 
Robson who paddled a kayak from Germany to 
Australia over 5 years. 

It is great to see our little corner of the world being 
used and appreciated by so many.  

We’re looking forward to our special Christmas in 
Hawai’i on 16th December and thanks to Paul 
Hollingdale for his organisation.  It should be a great 
night and already Paul is looking forward to other 
events throughout 2018. 

On behalf of VMR Brisbane Management I would like 
to wish everyone a very Merry and Safe Christmas 
and a Happy New Year and a very big thank you to 
everyone that has volunteered this year. 

By safe on the water and remember to Log On and 
Log Off with your local Marine Rescue Squadron no 
matter where you choose to enjoy the water over the 
Christmas period. 

Merry Christmas and Safe Boating 

Best Regards 

Thomas Grice  
President, VMRB 

On 16th November, scouts and cubs from the 
Sandgate Scout Group enjoyed a sausage sizzle at 
our base before spending time with some of our 
volunteers to learn about VMR Brisbane, what we do 
and why we do it.  Thank you to all of the volunteers 
who made this a special and interesting night for the 
kids. 

Bravo Crew also had a visit from some Cub Scouts 
who were at Shorncliffe on 4th November to attain 
their canoeing badges. They were excited to be able 
to check out our primary rescue vessel, Sandgate 1. 

 

Associate Groups of VMRB 
Our Association is made up of the following clubs. 
Please click on the logo to find out more details. 
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December Crew Roster 
Sat     2 Bravo Sun   3 Quebec 

Sat    9 Alpha Sun 10  Sierra 

Sat 16 Charlie Sun  17 Tango 

Sat  23 Foxtrot Sun 24 November 

Mon 25 Volunteers Tues 26 Volunteers 

Sat 30 Bravo Sun 31 Papa 

New Year’s Day: Monday 1, 2018 November 

http://vmrbrisbane.com.au/membership/waterside-assist.html
http://www.syc.org.au/
http://www.syc.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/PVOCCShorncliffe/?fref=ts
http://sandgate.canoe.org.au/
http://www.syc.org.au/
http://sandgate.canoe.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/PVOCCShorncliffe/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Xiang-Dragons-130932637540881/


Activation Report 

OCTOBER 
1st – A disabled powerboat with 7 POB was towed 
from 1NM East of Otter Rock to Clontarf Boat Ramp. 

4th - Tow a disabled 8m vessel with 2 POB from Port 
of Brisbane to Scarborough Marina. 

4th - Tow a disabled vessel with 6 POB from 
Shorncliffe Pier to Cabbage Tree Creek. 

5th - A 2 hour search was conducted for 2 vessels 
reportedly aground, 1 between Dohles Rocks and 
Deep Water Bend and the other adjacent to the Ted 
Smout Bridge.  Sierra Crew found this an interesting 
afternoon: 
“We received a call from a member of the public 
advising of a man and his family stuck on a mud flat 
in their tinny just upstream of Dohles Rocks boat 
ramp.  The thought of being stuck until night fall was 
somewhat disturbing so the man tried to walk through 
the mangroves to get help.  As it was approaching 
low tide we launched Sandgate 3 and headed off to 
South Pine River.  The Stabicraft and crew were 
greeted with about 10 to 15 knots of wind and the 
chop that comes with it.  Pretty bumpy in the 
Stabicraft when you are in a hurry.  We made good 
time and soon found ourselves at the outer laterals 
just off the Hornibrook Highway bridge.  As we 
navigated our way towards the bridge we noticed a 
vessel travelling at speed about 500 metres ahead of 
us.  Without warning the vessel made a right hand 
turn out of the channel (now know they decided to 
head to Clontarf boat ramp) and the next thing there 
was a spray of water then a spray of sand as the boat 
ran aground.  We made our way over to the vessel, 
fortunately no one was hurt – the parents and three 
young children all unharmed.  We managed to pull 
them off the sandbar with the Stabicraft and then they 
were on their way.  We resumed our journey to 
Dohles Rocks.  After a quick sea and land search, 
and only a couple of hours of light left, we requested 
the assistance of the Water Police.  We received 
some more information and eventually ascertained 
that all the occupants of the land bound tinny had 
been transported to safety.  We were off home after 
a quick chat with the Water Police.” 

6th – The “Damala” dropped in.  See pic front page 
and story on page 4. 

7th - Tow disabled vessel with 2 POB from Nundah 
Creek to Cabbage Tree Creek public boat ramp. 

26th – “Screwloose”, a 5.7m bow rider with 2 POB, 
was without power when picked up from Wagners 
Silo at Pinkenba and taken to Cabbage Tree Creek.  
See the three photos of Screwloose at right for a 
sequence not usually available to us. 

 

Thank you to all the crews who assisted with any 
activations.  We really appreciate receiving activation 
details and photos to help promote VMR Brisbane.  
Please email any information through to 
editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au and also to 
admin@vmrbrisbane.com.au.  

ACTIVE CREW ANNIVERSARY 

Congratulations and thank you to the following 

crew members who volunteered more than 5 years 

ago and who joined in November. 

Peter Leech 15 

Les Pascoe 13 

Neil Sheppard 10 

Kelly Willliams   6  
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Food Trucks Event 
Sunday, 19th November is when the Food Trucks 
provided food to some of the people who weren’t put 
off by a less than perfect weather forecast.  

In December we are not having the Food Trucks visit 
as Christmas takes precedence but we will be 
reverting to Friday evenings in January.  As yet, the 
particular Friday of the month still has to be 
determined.  Food will be on sale from the vans from 
4.00 pm and drinks on sale from our Club until 7.00 
pm.  Boutique beers are provided by the All Inn 
Brewing Co and Club members are invited to stay 
later to take the opportunity to catch up with fellow 
members; you can meet upstairs if you like.  We’ll see 
you and your appetites next year!  
 

Positions Vacant 
Where are you esteemed volunteers?  Vacant 
positions seeking helpful volunteers start with 

Senior Vice-President then 

Designated Person Ashore / A/H Call Out Officer 

Web Master 

Social Media 

Administration 

Crew Liaison 

Fishing & Cruising 

Squadron Historian 

Zone Delegate 

For more information on 
what each position entails, please contact 
president@vmrbrisbane.com.au  

The Vessel “Damala” 
The vessel “Damala” came to the attention of VMR 
Brisbane personnel early on the morning of Monday 
6 November 2017.  Phone calls had been received 
from the Brisbane Water Police and a number of the 
public who live close to the base. 

An inspection of the vessel at 0730 hours found that 
a 30 foot ferro cement sailing vessel had become 
beached on the downstream side of the VMRB 
pontoon between the pontoon and the shore line. 

The tide at the time was low and the vessel was lying 
on its starboard side in very little depth of water.  A 
bilge pump was operating and pumping water out on 
the port side.  An attempt was made through the 
Water Police to ascertain the owner.  Due to a metal 
frame on the stern of the vessel, it was not possible 
to correctly ascertain the correct registration number 
of the vessel.  

By this time the tide was on the flood and the 
incoming tide had not started to enter the vessel 
through the cockpit.  What was not known was that 
there was a hole in the starboard side of the vessel, 

about the size of a man’s fist, 
which could not be seen.  

With the assistance of a small 
passing vessel, a person was 
put on board the vessel and 
the correct registration 
number was obtained from 
the registration label in the 
cockpit and the Water Police 
were advised.  Shortly after a 
phone call was received from the owner who resided 
on the Gold Coast.  He was advised of the situation.  
No mention of the hole in the starboard was advised 
to the VMRB crew. 

The tide was flooding and the bilge pump was still 
working.  As the tide came in it started to fill the vessel 
through the hole and the vessel started to settle 
further into the water.  The incoming water caused 
problems with the battery in the vessel and the pump 
stopped.  The flood tide then gained the upper hand 
and the vessel settled further into the water. 

As saltwater and acid batteries do not go well 
together, the Sandgate Fire Brigade came down and 
assessed the situation.  Duty Master Karl Nast, using 
Sandgate 3, put a fireman on board the vessel. With 
a pair of bolt cutters, he cut the lock on the cabin door 
(the owner gave permission to do this as he was 
driving up from the coast) and the air in the vessel 
was tested.  As the LEL (Lowest Explosive Limit) was 
over 10% and the carbon monoxide level was high, 
the Brigade said that no one was to enter the vessel. 

The vessel was monitored and the owner arrived.  It 
appears that he had purchased the vessel on the 
north coast and was sailing it back to the Gold Coast 
to be refurbished.  Due to the weather on the Sunday 
night and the failure of the small outboard, he sailed 
into Cabbage Tree Creek and anchored the vessel 
on the southern side of the creek midway between 
the base and Baxter’s Jetty.  Due to high winds and 
poor anchoring procedures the vessel dragged 
during the night and ended up adjacent to the base. 

At about low water on that day the Fire Brigade 
returned and declared the vessel safe to enter.  The 
owner installed a new battery and, with the 
assistance of fellow sailors, sealed the hole in the 
hull, pumped out the water and the vessel was 
floated upright on the incoming tide.  The owner was 
grateful to the assistance given by the VMRB people. 

The anchor was a Danforth, supposedly 70 kgs, the 
anchor chain about 6 mm and the place where the 
owner initially anchored the vessel was not a good 
place to bed the anchor into the sea bed.  With no 
heavy chain between the anchor and the anchor 
chain, the anchor would not have bedded in properly. 

We are waiting for the Damala to find its new home. 
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Flying Fifteen State 

Championships 
This month Sandgate Yacht Club hosted the 
Queensland Championship Regatta for the 
International Flying Fifteen Class.  The occasion also 
marked the 50th anniversary of the formation of this 
Class in Queensland.  The event attracted 16 boats 
in total with 10 coming from the local fleet and an 
additional six very competitive boats travelling from 
Tin Can Bay Yacht Club.  

Regatta conditions, with wind out of the south eastern 
quarter in the 10 – 15 knot range with a regular swell 
running were ideal for this class of yacht.  These 
conditions provided competitors with exhilarating 
spinnaker runs and challenging windward works.  

Results for the Open Class were 1st Sake sailed by 
Ashley Smith and Adam Kingston, 2nd Relience 22 
sailed by Rod Mulkentin and Les Kearney and 3rd 
Relience 17 sailed by Greg and Laurie Williamson. 

For older boats competing in the Silver Class saw 
victory going to Soggy Sox sailed by Duncan Ritchie 
and Gary Rushton.  The overall Handicap Trophy 
went to John Henry sailed by Bill Matthews and Peter 
Webster.   

 

Activity Around Our Base 

Some of the Flying Fifteens preparing for their recent 
Queensland Championship regatta. 

One of Bravo Crew’s rescues on 4th November. 

The Xiang Dragons with some paddling trainees. They 
are happy to see other enthusiastic people any Sunday 

morning from 8 am. .Come and give it a try. 
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