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Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date with 
all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane 

Above: It does look as though the rainbow is resting on 
Sandgate 1 – but it has been suggested that it would be 

a “fool’s pot of gold”! 

Below: Alan Edwards was looking forward to an outing in 
his boat on 18th June. 

 

Around the Rigging 
Welcome to our new Members.  We look forward to 
seeing you around the base 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Einbunpin Festival is coming up (28th July) and 
we require volunteers to help man our stand and 
spread the word about boating safety.  Contact 
Einbunpin Volunteer to let us know you can help us. 

You should have all received your membership and 
perhaps hardstand fee reminders and it would be 
appreciated if you could pay those so we can keep 
operating to the best of our ability. 

You can see on page 4 that three gentlemen have 
achieved a significant milestone in their rankings, 
rising to Commercial Coxswain. 

The Wetlands Wander on 2nd June was its usual 
great success and there is a summary on page 5. 

Page 6 has advice on keeping your EPIRBS and 
fishing tackle out of harm’s way. 

Some of you may know that your editor and her 
husband sold their 23ft Searay 3 months ago to 
someone in Bundaberg.  Some unkind people 
nicknamed it Distruction, but it never had to be 
rescued (although we did always feel we held the 
trump card in that it would be harder to find a new 
editor than retrieve Distraction). The new buyer 
never went out in the boat but sold it – to someone 

at Bribie Island!  So if you do 
see a lovely yellow Searay in 
local waters, it isn’t us on 
board!   
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Scott McGowan 
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ASSIST 

Bruce Anderson 

Craig Bonutto 

Mitchell Roll 

Greg Rusling 

Chris Sheehan 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

SANDGATE PADDLING CLUB AGM 
10.00 am, Saturday, 13th July, 2019 

FOOD TRUCK EVENT 
Hosted by November Crew on  

Sunday, 21st July, 2019 

11.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. 

EINBUNPIN FESTIVAL 

Sunday, 28th July, 2019 

Brighton Road, Sandgate 

ACTIVE CREW 

0 
 

https://www.facebook.com/VMRBrisbane/
https://volunteersignup.org/Q8FBB
http://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/
http://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/
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President’s Report 

 

 

We always look forward to 
welcoming new members and 

we are fortunate that we have 
many who are committed to community service by 
joining our Duty Crews.   

We would like to pay tribute to Sam Summers of 
Papa Crew, Ian Simmons of Charlie Crew and 
Damian Flux of Alpha Crew for their latest 
achievement in attaining 4 stripes and the 
recognition of them as Commercial Coxswains.  It 
takes dedication and perseverance to work through 
all the modules to rise to this level.  Congratulations 
and welcome to an elite few, Sam, Ian and 
Damian.  All our crew men and women are invited to 
rise through the rankings by regularly attending duty 
days, absorbing the training and completing the 
written work. 

There were an abnormal number of after-hours 
callouts in June to assist people in disabled 
vessels.  We are really grateful to the Members who 
make themselves available at very short notice to 
provide the necessary and reliable rescue service. 

The Einbunpin Festival is an annual event celebrated 
in Sandgate and we always have Sandgate 2 and 
Volunteers on the festival site to promote VMRB.  It 
is also a way to spread the word about boating safety 
and usually to increase our membership.  We would 
appreciate volunteers to man our stand for some 
time during the day on Sunday, 28th July.  Depending 
on how many volunteers we have, determines how 
long we leave Sandgate 2 there.  Please sign up 
online at volunteersignup.org/Q8FBB or contact 
myself via email, text or phone to let us know if you 
are willing to assist with this activity. 

Most crew days are enjoyable with a variety of 
happenings but, on 29th June, Foxtrot Crew had the 
added special joy of watching some whales 
breaching and generally surfacing near Mud Island. 

 

 

 

We are still working towards the ramp replacement 
and are now awaiting a third quotation before 
seriously looking at how we may be able to fund this 
significant infrastructure project. 

 

Safe Boating 
Thomas Grice 
President, VMRB  

Around the VMRB Base 

Sandgate Paddling Club had a big working bee to 
coordinate the move to their new shed. 

 

Groups of VMRB 
Our Association is made up of the following clubs. 
Please click on the logo to find out more details.  

 
.

July 2019 Crew Roster 
Sat   6 Charlie Sun   7 Papa 

Sat 13 Alpha Sun 14 Tango 

Sat 20 Foxtrot Sun 21 Quebec 

Sat 27 Bravo Sun 28 Sierra 

August 2019 Crew Roster 
Sat   3 Charlie Sun   4 November 

Sat 10 Alpha Sun 11 Papa 

Wed 14 Sierra 

Sat 17 Foxtrot Sun 18 Tango 

Sat 24 Quebec Sun 25 Bravo 

https://volunteersignup.org/Q8FBB
http://www.syc.org.au/
http://sandgate.canoe.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/PVOCCShorncliffe/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Xiang-Dragons-130932637540881/


ACTIVE CREW ANNIVERSARY 
Congratulations and thank you to the following 
prominent crew member who volunteered more 
than 5 years ago and who joined in June. 

Thomas Grice 2004 (15 years) 

Activation Report 

JUNE  

2nd -. Sandgate 1 and Sandgate 2 were utilised as 
Safety Vessels for the Sandgate Paddlers Club’s 
Wetlands Wanderer activity. 

2nd -. Tow a disabled vessel with 2 POB from the Pine 
River to Deep Water Bend boat ramp. 

2nd - An after-hours callout to tow a disabled 18 ft half 
cabin with 3 POB from Tangalooma to Cabbage Tree 
Creek.  

13th -. An after-hours callout to tow a disabled vessel 
with 1 POB from Bramble Bay to Cabbage Tree 
Creek.  

Joe, Ian and Bob cleaning Sandgate 2 after a callout. 

15th - An after-hours callout to tow a disabled vessel 
with 1 POB from the Brisbane River to the Whyte 
Island boat ramp.  

17th – After-hours callout to tow a disabled vessel 
with 1 POB from Deanbilla Bay to Cabbage Tree 
Creek.  

23rd – After-hours callout to tow a disabled vessel 
with 2 POB from the Brisbane River to Whyte Island 
boat ramp.  

Thank you to all the crews who are able to assist with 
any activations and who are on standby.  We really 
appreciate receiving activation details and photos to 
help promote VMR Brisbane.  Please email any 
information through to editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au 
and also to social.media@vmrbrisbane.com.au 
 

Treasurer’s Reminder 

Membership Renewals 

All membership invoices will be hitting email inboxes 
now, with payment due by 31st July so keep a look 
out for them. If you do not receive your invoice, 
please check your junk mail, etc, and if the email 
cannot be found then contact Gordon Kreutzer, our 
treasurer at treasurer@vmrbrisbane.com.au.  

If you are not planning to renew your membership, 
please advise the treasurer by email. 

 

 

 

Einbunpin Festival 2019 

To get you in the mood for the Einbunpin Festival and 
to encourage you to volunteer on the VMRB stand: 

“People are invited to visit and participate in the 
various events and activities which are part 
of the twenty-fourth Einbunpin Festival on Sunday 
28th July, 2019. This is an annual community held 
on the last Sunday in July each year.” 

(If you can volunteer, either click on Einbunpin 
Volunteer or email or phone President Thomas.) 

Since 1992, the Einbunpin Festival is a celebration 
by and for the community about those things that 
make the Sandgate district special – the village 
atmosphere, the environment and the diverse talents 
and cultures that make up the community. 

The Festival Committee is made up of a number of 
locals who volunteer to make the event a success.  

The Einbunpin Festival continues to provide an 
opportunity for the community to come together and 
show-off the vibrancy and artistic talents found in the 
district. It’s a great chance to learn more about our 
local community, and catch up with friends. 

You are likely to see a Bunpin: 

“Bunpins are called Bunpins simply because they 
come from the lagoon with a name many people find 
hard to say. That lagoon is the EinBunPin Lagoon 
with EinBunPin pronounced   Eye-n-bun-pin.” 

Held in the heart of Sandgate, the Festival is held 
around the lagoon and parkland in Brighton Road 
Sandgate (bordered by Keogh Street, Lagoon Street 
and Bowser Parade). 

The day includes something for everyone – stalls, 
entertaining performances by locals, as well as 
games and activities. 

The Brisbane City Council has again been the 
backbone of support for the event, with sponsorship 
since 1992. Since its inception, local community 
organisation Sandgate & Bracken Ridge Action 
Group has auspiced the event.” 

As this recent 
fabulous photo from 
Renate Hottmann-
Schaefer shows, the 
Einbunpin Lagoon is 
home to some chirpy 
little Swallows as 
well as a lot of other 
wildlife.  
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June in Summary 

Activations:      26       
Fuel Used: 2,081 Litres   
People Assisted:      10          

 

Food Truck Event 

Rain was forecast but the few drops after the main 
part of the day didn’t deter the regulars at the Food 
Truck Event where Bravo Crew were in control of the 
bar. 

 
It was quiet while the trucks were setting up but got 

busier later. 

Basoki kept the crowd 
entertained while they 
had lunch and their 
refreshments.  

Our next Food Trucks 
will be on Sunday, 21st 
July with November 
Crew serving drinks 
including boutique 
beers provided by the 

All Inn Brewing Co at lunch time.  

Come along and support your club while having a 
night off domestic chores.  Club members are invited 
to stay later to take the opportunity to catch up with 
fellow members; you can meet upstairs if you like.  
 

Zulu (Tuesday) Crew 

Some of the midweek crew do a fantastic behind-the-
scenes job of keeping the boats in tip top order.  
Below: Noel Luxton and Rob Wood are hard at work.  

It’s a big job maintaining Sandgate 1. 

Congratulations 

Three of our members recently received their 4 
stripes recognising their Commercial Coxswain 
ranking.  Congratulations Sam Summers of Papa 
Crew and the two in photos below. 

On 8th June, Ian Simmons of Charlie Crew was 
presented with his well-earned documentation 
(above). Well done Ian and good incentive for two 
new members, Richard (2nd from left between Paul 
and Nino) and Cameron (far right) with Shane and 
Geza. 

On 15th June, Damian Flux of Alpha Crew was 
presented with recognition of his great achievement 
by Alpha’s master, Joe McCoy. This ends 8 years of 
waiting for Alpha Crew to have a second skipper!  
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http://allinnbrewingco.com/


 

Wetland Wander 
On 2nd June, Sandgate Paddling Club organised their 
Wetlands Wander – the 24th year of this annual 
event.  VMRB provided support with vessels ready to 
rescue anyone in need. 

Below: Papa Crew were keeping an eye on things all day 
from the briefing to the finish. 

Another hugely successful race event was held, very 
well attended (134 keen racers) and brilliantly 
"volunteered" (close to 50 volunteers on the day).  A 
big thank-you to all, but particularly to the cooks and 
food prep people who sweated and strained over the 
BBQ for several hours during the "Feeding Frenzy". 

Paddlers had the option of different distances: 6 km 
(Short), 12 km (Medium) or 18 km (Long). There were 
all sorts of craft being paddled, from stand up 
paddleboards to juniors, tandems and serious racing 
kayaks of all sizes. And, against all predictions, the 
weather gods were kind.  

 

Let’s Go Sailing… 
We’ve had quite a few schools and the Brownsea 
Scouts use our facilities lately for their introduction to 
sailing.  Below the scouts are getting ready to sail on 
23rd June – although they were complaining about the 
very cold morning! 

New Whale Watching Venture 
Whale watching tours will be soon be departing 
Cleveland (Raby Bay), Dunwich and Brisbane. They 
will be provided by Yalingbila Tours, a partnership 
between the Quandamooka people (QYAC), 
SeaLink, Redland City Council and the Queensland 
government.  

The six hour tour from Cleveland will take people 
across the bay to waters off North Stradbroke Island 
(Minjerribah). Tours will be on a new Sealink Rocket 
catamaran which can take 125 passengers. Cost is 
$135 per adult from Raby Bay and Dunwich, or $165 
from Brisbane. More information: 
http://bit.ly/YalingbilaTourswebsite and bookings: 
http://bit.ly/Bookingsforwhalewatchingtours. 

(This was a Brisbane Times story: 
http://bit.ly/BrisbaneTimeswhalewatchingtours.) 
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Don’t Bin Your Beacon 
Last month we advised readers how to store their 
distress beacon.  In their June newsletter, AMSA 
pleads with everyone who uses Distress Beacons to 
dispose of them carefully. 

Beacon owners are reminded to register their devices 

following a full scale response to a false alert near 

Gosford, NSW in June.  AMSA tasked an ambulance 

rescue helicopter, paramedic, doctor, and volunteer 

marine rescue when a deployed beacon was 

detected by satellite 5km offshore from Avoca Beach.  

The discarded device was located at a waste station 

and destroyed.  The incident is a reminder for beacon 

owners to dispose of their devices correctly. 

Please do not throw your beacon in the bin. 
Beacons can inadvertently activate if they are not 
correctly disposed, which often occurs when 
beacons are thrown in the rubbish and end up in tips.  

Every year, thousands of dollars are spent in 
Australia searching for beacons in rubbish dumps. 
Search personnel and assets which are tasked to 
look for beacons that have been inadvertently 
activated are then unavailable for a real emergency. 
Beacon batteries are hazardous items which should 
be disposed of in an environmentally friendly way.  

Option 1 - Contact your local battery store to check 
whether they disconnect and dispose of beacons.  
A small fee may apply. 

Option 2 – Take them to Battery World,  (By the way, 
out-of-date flares can go to Coast Guard Redcliffe 
or Marine Safety Queensland at Pinkenba.) 
One State, Western Australia, has individual 
disposal arrangements and further information 
can be found on the Department of Transport or 
Department of Transport Beacon Information 
websites. 

Option 3 - Check the beacon manufacturer’s 
instructions, they may provide instructions on how 
to disconnect the beacon battery. Once 
disconnected, contact your local waste 
management facility to ask about disposing of 
your unwanted beacon in an environmentally 
friendly way. a small fee may apply. 

After disposing of your 
unwanted beacon, 
please advise the 
Australia Maritime 
Safety Authority 
(AMSA) by updating 
your online registration 
account or by phoning 
1800 406 406. 
 

 

 

Protect our Birds 
On 26th June, Renate Hottmann-Schaefer shared a 
Facebook post from Protect the Sandgate Waders 
regarding three incidents they saw at Shorncliffe Pier 
that day. 

“On the same morning, we watched a crow trying to 
feed on a plastic lure and nearly getting entangled in 
fishing line.  We also noticed a Pied Cormorant with 
fishing line dangling from between its legs and an 
Australasian Darter with a fishing hook embedded in 
its wing.  On both occasions it seems that the line 
was cut.  One fisherman who noticed our concerns 
admitted that he had cut birds off that got caught in 
his hooks without considering the consequences for 
the birds.  Once a bird that has been caught with a 
hook has been cut off it is very unlikely that it can be 
caught again in time to safe it.  Eventually the hook 
will cause an infection and the bird is likely to die a 
very painful death.  

Fishing line is - of course - also affecting our waders. 
While we have never seen any waders anywhere 
near the pier, we have seen fishing line 
entanglements in Pied Oystercatchers and Beach-
stone Curlews and we have seen waders with legs 
missing, which may have been caused by fishing line 
entanglement or with other problems that may have 
been caused by a hidden fishing hook.  

If you fish, please look after your tackle. If you catch 
a bird try to bring it in. It will try to get away but, if you 
first give it plenty of line and then direct it towards a 
place where you can reach it, your chances of 
reaching it are quite high. Please remember the 
platform at the rear of the pier. This is where birds 
can be pulled in - and it has been done before. Once 
you have the bird secure it with a towel - or your shirt 
- and call the RSPCA (1300 Animals) for advice.” 

As Renate has advised, parts of the Sandgate 
foreshore are included in the Moreton Bay Ramsar site, 
a wetland of international significance. Ramsar is a city 
in Iran and the capital of Ramsar County, Mazandaran 
Province. The Convention on Wetlands of International 
Importance (the Ramsar Convention) was signed in 
Ramsar, Iran, on 2 February, 1971.  Moreton Bay was 
listed 25 years ago. 
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