
Photo above: Anthony Pamplin’s drone view of our base 
on 9th June, 2018.  (For more photos, see page 5.) 

Around the Rigging 
Welcome to our new Members.  We look forward to 
seeing you around the base. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There may be many reasons why you joined VMR 
Brisbane.  It is thanks to volunteers and other 
members like you that VMR exists but the 
organisation does not run itself.  More volunteers are 
needed to take on some of the roles in our squadron 
that others held when you joined.  Perhaps you would 
be prepared to do part of a role (see page 6 for 
detailed descriptions of roles as they now stand – but 
they don’t have to stay that way!)  Our Annual 
General Meeting is coming up so there is time to find 
out more and negotiate a role that suits you, your 
interests, talents and available time.  Every offer of 
help will be gratefully considered.  We can’t keep 
relying on the same people year in-year out.  Not only 
that, it is a good idea to have new people with new 
and perhaps different viewpoints.  President Thomas 
(0413 200 271) and Secretary David (0421 158 136) 
are keen to hear from you. 

The Polynesian Va’a-alo Outriggers Club are hosting 
Christmas in July at our base on Saturday, 21st July.  
For more details see page 2 on how you can join in 
the fun. 

The June lunchtime Food Trucks event was a great 
success so it might be a good idea to rally friends and 
family to join you for a picnic on Sunday, 15th July.  
Just keep fingers crossed for more lovely sunny 
weather!

Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date with 
all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane 
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ACTIVE CREW 
Your name could be here… 
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FULL 

MEMBER 

Jordan Hendrick 
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WATERSIDE 

ASSIST 

Simon Collin 

James Colwill 

Susanne Donnelly 

Alex Gruber 

Richard Jeffrey 

Tim Platt 

Gregory Topalov 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

FOOD TRUCK EVENT 
Hosted by Foxtrot Crew on  

Sunday, 15th July, 2018 

midday to 3.00 pm 

 

CHRISTMAS IN JULY 
Hosted by Polynesian Va’a-alo Outriggers  

Saturday, 21st July 

5.30 pm – 10.30 pm 

95 Allpass Pde, Shorncliffe Qld 4017   Ph: 07 3269 8888   Fax: 07 3269 2245  
www.vmrbrisbane.com.au           A/H Emergency 0428 022 881   
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VMR Brisbane is 
proudly supported by 

 

HONORARY 

MEMBER 

Chris Rainbow 
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https://www.facebook.com/VMRBrisbane/
http://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/
http://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/


President’s 

Report 

 

Welcome to our newest 
Members!  Good to 
have you onboard …. 

We had an interesting 
June with quite a bit 

happening within our Associated Groups which is 
fantastic to see. 

On 2nd and 3rd of June the Polynesian Va'a-alo 
Outrigger Club completed their first Cabbage Tree 
Creek to Tangalooma adventure.  This turned out to 
be a successfully trial for what will hopefully become 
an annual event. 

Thanks to Charlie Crew on Saturday and Sierra Crew 
on the Sunday in providing support and coverage for 
this event.  Did you know that it is nearly exactly the 
same distance from Dover in the UK to Calais in 
France as from Shorncliffe to Tangalooma? 

On Sunday, 3rd June, Sierra Crew also 
provided support to the Sandgate Canoe Club with 
their annual Wetlands Wander.  This event is going 
from strength to strength and getting bigger each 
year.  

The Sandgate Yacht Club Winter Series started on 
7th June and it is great to see them racing just out the 
front of Shorncliffe.  The races can be easily seen 
from Shorncliffe Headlands and is something to see 
for a lazy Sunday activity. 

The Food Truck Events have moved to an afternoon 
format which started on Sunday 17th June.  This was 
well attended and is great to see our little corner 
attracting some new people to the area.  Thanks to 
Sierra Crew for hosting this event. 

The Food Trucks will continue with the Sunday 
afternoon format for July and August and then back 
to the third Friday night of the month from September. 

Keep an eye out for our wonderful Volunteers at this 
year’s Einbunpin Festival on 29th July.  Make sure 
you can come and say Hi, have a close look at one 
of our Rescue Vessels which will be on display and 
ask any questions you may have about us or Safe 
Boating.  And if you have any loose change, it will be 
greatly received. 

Remember when enjoying our Magnificent Moreton 
Bay and surrounding waterways, Log On and Log Off 
with your local Marine Rescue Squadron so we can 
keep you safe out there. 

Safe Boating 

Best Regards 

Thomas Grice 

President, VMRB 

June: In Summary 
Activations:          19 
Fuel Used (L):    1,520 
People assisted:           7 
 

Christmas in July 
Our Polynesian Va’a-alo Outrigger group will be 
hosting Christmas in July at our base on Saturday, 
21st July from 5.30 to 10.30 pm.  Everyone welcome 
to celebrate while enjoying the Club’s undisputed 
catering skills.  Tickets are available from Eventbrite 
at $50 per adult.   (Sales end on 10th July at 6 pm.) 

 

Groups of VMRB 

Our Association is made up of the following clubs. 
Please click on the logo to find out more details. 

 

 

July Crew Roster 
   Sun     1 Quebec 

Sat   7 Foxtrot Sun   8 Sierra 

Sat 14 Bravo Sun 15 Tango 

Sat 21 Alpha Sun 22 Papa 

Sat 28 Charlie Sun 29 November 

August Crew Roster 
Sat   4 Foxtrot Sun    5 Quebec 

Sat  11 Bravo Sun 12  Sierra 

Wed 15 Foxtrot  

Sat  18 Alpha Sun  19 Tango 

Sat  25 Charlie Sun 26 Papa 
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Activation Report 

JUNE 

2nd- Provide Safety vessel for outrigger canoe club 
Shorncliffe to Tangalooma. 

3rd - At around 5am a couple of stalwarts from Sierra Crew 
(Gordon Farmer, JP Cardoso and Neil Sheppard) left our 
Base on Sandgate 1 with 2 support outrigger crew for the 
return journey from Tangalooma.  “A westerly wind of 
around 15 knots was blowing making for a relatively easy 
crossing however we knew what lay ahead.  We arrived at 
Tangalooma around 6am and started the process of 
ferrying the personal belongings and associated 
equipment from the Outriggers crew’s overnight stay.  The 
outrigger vessel accommodated 6 paddlers so we had an 
additional 5 support crew on our vessel.  During the 
journey the outrigger crew members would rotate on 
numerous occasions to reduce the effects of fatigue.  As 
we cleared the shallows just off Tangalooma, we were 
greeted with 1 metre+ waves all very close together.  
Definitely not conditions for a power catamaran restricted 
to no more than 6 knots so we could stay close to the 
outrigger crew.  So the head butting exercised 
commenced and, with several of the support crew on the 
back deck, the call of “HOLD ON!” echoed around 
Sandgate 1 on many occasions.  At least the foredeck and 
cabin got a good wash. After a few hours, we finally 
reached the Measured Mile beacons – the closer we got 
to land the more friendly the seas became.  Around 11am 
we arrived in Cabbage Tree Creek, all safe and sound. 

Whilst we were busy on Sandgate 1, Callum Baird joined 
the rest of Sierra Crew providing safety boats to the 
Sandgate Canoe Club’s Wetland Wander competition. 
(Thanks Callum for supporting Sierra Crew once again.) 

By this time we were hoping for a quiet afternoon so we 
started to retrieve and clean Sandgate 2 and Sandgate 
3.  Part way through we received a call out to tow a jet ski 
from Cowan Cowan to Manly.  Fortunately conditions had 
improved significantly so we had a quick crossing and 
soon arrived at our destination.  With the jetski under tow 
we had a slow run home as the jet ski was not fitted with a 
safety cut off valve.  So we headed home at 10 knots to 
protect the jet ski which was quite pleasant as the seas 
were flat and the sunset stunning.  In the end we returned 
the jet ski to CTC to save on time and fuel.” (Thanks Neil 
Sheppard) 

9th - “Foxtrot Crew’s Day started early with a call for 
assistance for a capsized vessel in Cabbage Tree Creek.   
The vessel had capsized at the public boat ramp and, with 
an outgoing tide, by the time we had Sandgate 2 launched, 
the vessel had drifted to just in front of our Base.  

Thanks to another diligent boatie they had managed to get 
a line on the capsized vessel and towed it into our boat 
ramp.  After passing us the anchor line to secure the 
vessel they dropped the owner on our pontoon to get dry 
and warm.  We launched Sandgate 2 and successfully 
parbuckled the capsized vessel which we then returned to 
our ramp to pump the remaining water out and assist them 
to get it back on their trailer.  
After a change of clothes arrived, a hot shower in our new 
amenities and a cup of coffee, a very grateful (if not 

somewhat sheepish) boatie headed home to do some 
serious dewatering of his boat.  

After breakfast we were tasked by Water Police for an 
EPIRB activation at Flinders Reef.  Rescue 500 was first 
on scene closely followed by Coast Guard Redcliffe. After 
they ascertained we were no longer required, we 
proceeded to Woody Point to assist a broken down 4.5 mtr 
half cabin back to Pelican Park Boat Ramp at Clontarf. 

By this time our resident drone pilot had arrived and got 
some great shots of us returning to Base. 

The afternoon was spent installing our new AIS Receiving 
Station thanks to Shane Barnes and SEQUEST for 
organising and helping us install, setup and test.  

We then proceeded into Bramble Bay to check the new 
AIS Receiver and if we could find any black spots.  We are 
happy to report that it appears that we have made a 
significant increase in AIS coverage not only in Northern 
Moreton Bay but also Brisbane River due to the strategic 
location of our Base. 

Thanks to all the Crew of whom more than half were new 
and under 19.  Welcome to VMR Brisbane and what we 
do.”  (Thanks Thomas Grice) 

30th – Tow 7m powerboat with engine problems from Mud 
Island to Cabbage Tree Creek with 4 POB. 

 
Thank you to all the crews who assisted with any 
activations.  We really appreciate receiving activation 
details and photos to help promote VMR Brisbane.  Please 
email any information through to 
editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au and also to 
admin@vmrbrisbane.com.au.  

ACTIVE CREW ANNIVERSARY 

Congratulations and thank you to the following 
crew member who volunteered more than 5 years 
ago and who joined in June. 

Thomas Grice  2004 
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Affiliated Club Reports 

Polynesian Va’a-alo Outriggers 
Nese Saili sent a big thank you to all who made their 
first-ever Come & Try Day, held on 16th June, a big 
success.  The event was conducted to introduce the 
outrigger canoeing sport and to share its family-
orientated culture perspective to the neighbouring 
communities and the public.  Thank you to our 
financial members, supporters, volunteers, families, 
parents, and to our facility provider VMRB.  We can't 
thank them enough for their support and friendliness. 

You made our 30 visitors entertained and happy.  
There were lots of beautiful comments by visitors 
about the cultural and friendly atmosphere.  This is 
the culture of 'oneness' we share with our 
communities about our va'a & sport.  We did have 
some recruitments and some will be coming to join 
the Sunday novices and social to start with. 

We would like to congratulate our paddlers who 
made the inaugural paddle to Moreton Island on 2nd 
June and back home again in rough seas the next 
day.  We are grateful to VMRB who provided support 
with Sandgate 1 in getting relief paddlers and their 
gear to Moreton and back. 

Above: The Polynesian Va’a-alo Outriggers who mastered 
the Moreton Island venture and (below) their support 
vessel, Sandgate 1, at the island.  

Also paddlers had great success in the Noosa 
(Laguna Bay) Ocean Marathon on 9th June with the 
Open Mixed team winning their event.  Thanks to the 
Noosa club for lending us canoes.  

We have an approval from AOCRA for a loan of an 
OC1 trailer consist of 9 OC1s. We should have this 
from 1 July.  These OC1s will be checked and 
prepared before the Juniors’ Gubbi Gubbi 
competition in September. 

The Polynesian Va’a-alo Outriggers AGM will be held 
on 11th August. 

Sandgate Canoe Club  
President John Blackley reported on a very 
successful Wetlands Wander Race Day on 3rd June 
with about 150 entrants in various categories and a 
strong representation of juniors.  John thanked 
VMRB for assistance in making their venue available 
and supplying a rescue vessel. 

Membership is now at 165 across a wide age group 
including juniors. 

The Sandgate Canoe Club AGM was held on 1st July 
at VMRB. 

Survey on Potential Name Change and New 
Kayak Storage Shed 

“Members were surveyed online on three questions. 
80 people responded which is excellent – our biggest 
involvement yet from members. 

Q1 was about changing the name of the club.  A large 
majority supported changing it from ‘canoe’ to 
‘paddlers’ or ‘paddling’ in line with the changes being 
implemented at State and National level. 

Q2 was about redesigning the logo and again a 
majority supported a change.  

Q3 sought opinion on a shed.  35 members said they 
would be interested in using a shed, which gives us 
a clear mandate to put together a more specific, 
costed proposal.  Much useful input on length of 
boats and options for a shed was given.” 

Xiang Dragon Boat Club 
Founder Bruce Eckersley advised  
 The Dragon Boat Club Inc. is now fully registered 

with the State Body DBQ (Dragon Boat 
Queensland) as of Friday 22nd June 2018 and have 
met all the requirements of DBQ.  

 The registration for our club with DBQ is due by the 
end of July, once this happens we will be able to tell 
you how many registered members we have.  

 To support VMRB we have you on our Facebook 
page and our next step is to create a Web site, 
which will have a link to the VMRB Web Site.  

 At the moment we do not own any equipment, but 
through the support of other Dragon Boat Clubs and 
DBQ we have borrowed 2 Dragon Boats and 40 
paddles.  

 We are currently obtaining quotes so that we can 
apply for a grant to purchase our own equipment.
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Food Trucks Event 
Sunday, 17th June, was the first of our winter Sunday 
Food Truck days.  Sierra Crew was busy with a good 
crowd in attendance.  The next Food Truck event will 
be on Sunday, 15th July and food will be on sale from 
the vans from noon with Foxtrot Crew selling drinks 
from our Club from midday until 3.00 pm.  Come on 
down for lunch!  Boutique beers are provided by the 
All Inn Brewing Co and Club members are invited to 
stay later to take the opportunity to catch up with 
fellow members; you can meet upstairs if you like.  

Above: Some of the lunchtime crowd enjoying the food and 
sunshine near the food trucks and Frozen jumping castle 
and (below) Sierra Crew ready to serve some thirsty 
customers. 

 

Drone Photos 

Above: Drone view of Sandgate 1 returning to base in 
Cabbage Tree Creek at low tide and then this is the 
overall scene of our base and surrounding area. 

Below: a closer view of our base from the above photo. 

And above is our resident Drone Pilot (Operator?), 
Foxtrot Crew’s Anthony Pamplin captured by his drone.  

Fish n Chicks 
Syl Cron advises that Fish N Chicks will be 
celebrating their 1st birthday party at our base on 11th 
August.  More details in the next issue of Boat Talk.  
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Scouts “River Rage” 
Next door to VMRB is the Queensland Scouts Water 
Activity Center “Brownsea”. In the past year about 1000 
Youth came to this facility from, not just SE Qld and 
northern NSW, but from all over Australia. They came to 
learn leadership, resilience, team work, through activities 
such as canoeing, kayaking and sailing. 

Recently, braving cold winter waters, Scouts (aged 10-14) 
and Venturers (aged 14-18), from Deception Bay to 
Cleveland: 

 practiced their paddling skills and rescues in Lake 
Kurwongbah, and then, 

 canoed and kayaked from Petrie down the North Pine 
River to Shorncliffe.  

A support Crew of three Venturers took a power boat from 
Shorncliffe up the river to meet up with those coming down 
the river. They lodged a Float Plan with and sought advice 
from Brisbane Marine Rescue before they left.  They also 
used radios donated by SEQUEST.  The venturers had 
their own adventures with a motor that would only run in 
reverse.  They were able to lift the covers on the motor and 
resolve their issue by themselves to get the boat running 
forward again. 
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These are the opportunities that teach us as adults not 
to underestimate the resourcefulness of young people. 

All these Youth members were safely kitted up with new 
Lifejackets from Councillor Jared Cassidy, and most 
definitely enjoyed the warm shower on their return. 
Through our Inner North Brisbane Rotary, we are 
looking to make the hot showers more environmentally 
and cost friendly with the donation of Solar Water 
Heating. 

It is only with the support of organisations like Volunteer 
Marine Rescue Brisbane, SEQUEST, Councillor Jared 
Cassidy, and Rotary, that we can develop these young 
people to be our future leaders. 

We love being part of the extended family around 

VMRB, the Yacht Club, the Cadets, the Sandgate Canoe 

Club and the Polynesian Outriggers. 

If you have an interest in supporting young people, like 
pottering about with boats during the week or would like 
to find out more about the opportunities scouting offers 
young people at Shorncliffe, please contact us.  

Chris Noonan, chris@noonanfamily.org 0439744201. 

There are a lot of volunteers who make Volunteer Marine Rescue Brisbane what it is.  Organisation 
of crews and the base itself, recording actions and events, training and financial concerns all need 
people to keep our squadron operating.             Can you do something more to help? 

Currently we have a number of management positions which will need to be filled at our next AGM.  These 
people also have support personnel.  Perhaps you have a special talent or interest which means you could 
take on one or part of these roles.  Anyone who is currently in Management will be happy to informally discuss 
any interest you may have.  Naturally a statement of current duties and responsibilities is available upon request 
but these may be able to be adapted to suit you. 

Elected Management General Responsibilities Appointed Support Areas 

President: 

 

Overall Management 

Marketing/Publicity 

Web 
Publicity 
Social Media  
Boat Talk Newsletter 

Senior Vice-President: 

 

Rescue Operations Duty Master 
Unit Training  
Crew Liaison 
Duty Roster 
Vessel & Equipment Maintenance 
Inter-Agency Liaison 

Junior Vice-President: 

 

Resource Management Mid-week Crew 
Building & Grounds Maintenance 
OH&S 
Venue 
Provedore 
Membership 
IT & Communications 

Treasurer: Financial Management Grants and Funding 
Financial Assistance 

Secretary: Records, Meeting Management, 
Insurances, Leases 

Historical Records 

If you would like to have a general discussion on any part of these roles, please contact Thomas Grice on 0413 200 271 
or David Massam on 0421 158 136.

mailto:chris@noonanfamily.org

