
Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date with 
all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane 

VMR Brisbane is 
proudly supported by 

 

Above: Alpha Crew out on Sandgate 2. 

 

Around the Rigging 
Welcome to our new Members.  We look forward to 
seeing you around the base. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was great to see on Channel 7 recently the 
progress being made in the War on Wrecks.  We 
were able to see several prominent ones being 
removed from Cabbage Tree Creek.   

The Einbunpin Festival was a great success on 28th 
July.  It wasn’t too hot and it was dry so the people 
came in their multitudes – what more could you want! 

The Cadet Games were held in Townsville and 
Sandgate recently and Shane Barnes was a judge at 
the Sandgate venue.  Read on page 5 what the 
Cadet Games is all about. 

Several of our crews have seen navy ships around 
Brisbane as they prepared for the joint Australian-US 
exercises known as Tasmanian Sabre 2019.  Turn to 
page 6 for more info on this major activity. 

The Sandgate Paddling Club had their AGM on 13th 
July with most of the former executive being re-
elected.  For a summary of the meeting see page 5. 

Our Annual General Meeting is on 1st October so you 
might think it a little early to be receiving the 
associated documentation.  However, we would like 
to have maximum participation and you may need 
time to submit your nomination or proxy vote.  Any of 
the current committee members will be happy to 
discuss anything you need to know about positions 
on Management. For the Notice of AGM, Nomination 
and Proxy Form and Agenda, refer to pages 7 to 10. 

Thanks to James M and Tia J for their photos in this 
issue. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

SANDGATE PADDLING CLUB AGM 

10.00 am, Saturday, 13th July, 2019 

FOOD TRUCK EVENT 
Hosted by Alpha Crew on  

Sunday, 18th August, 2019 

11.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. 

SANDGATE PADDLING CLUB 

25th Anniversary Celebration 

10 am, Sunday, 15th September, 2019 

ACTIVE CREW 

 Room for your name 
here! 

0 
 

https://www.facebook.com/VMRBrisbane/
http://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/
http://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/
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President’s Report 
I would like to thank everyone 
who helped man our stand at 
the Einbunpin Festival on 
28th July.  We made the most 
of the great opportunity to 
explain our role and promote 

Waterside Assist to visitors 
during the day. 

It is hoped that the new members we are welcoming 
in this issue will enjoy their association with VMRB 
and perhaps consider joining a duty crew to gain 
satisfaction from their community involvement while 
gaining more boating skills. 

Congratulations to Mike and Darren for achieving 
their Coxswain ranking and receiving their Authority 
to Operate our Vessels.  We look forward to Mike and 
Darren encouraging others to continue their training.  

Also a special mention to James for achieving his 
Competent Crew ranking. 

Well done to all working their way through the 
training system. 

We are continuing with what has become a 
relentless task of seeing how we can organise and 
fund the replacement of our boat ramp.  Quotes are 
being obtained but that is only a small step on the 
way to achieving a satisfactory solution.  You can be 
assured we are certainly mindful of the need to 
resolve the situation sooner rather than later. 

If you watch the daily news, you will see there is a 
steady report of vandalism and our area is not 
exempt.  The hardstand area has had some break-
ins so everyone is urged to be alert to anything 
unusual and to make sure the gates are not left open 
for longer than necessary to minimise illegal 
entry.  Another way to thwart the thieves, is to not 
leave items of value on the stored 
vessels.   Management is considering a number of 
options such as more security signage on fence lines 
stating CCTV is active in all areas of premises and 
also the installation of more CCTV coverage to take 
in “blind spots”. 

Boat owners should be aware they won’t be 
receiving registration stickers from now on and you 
can remove your current registration label after 
1st October, 2019.  See page 4 for complete details.  

Sandgate Paddling Club held their AGM in July and, 
as reported previously, they are a very big and active 
Club.  We are happy to welcome back those on their 
Committee who were re-elected and their newly 
appointed colleagues. 

For those of you who are used to our Annual General 
Meeting being held in September of each year, we 
must advise that it has been deferred and will now 
be held on Tuesday, 1st October, 2019. 

 

 

Members are encouraged to think how they can help 
with the day-to-day management of our squadron 
and activities.  To find out anything about positions 
available and associated tasks, speak to any of our 
management committee or contact me at 
president@vmrbrisbane.com.au     

Safe Boating 
Thomas Grice 
President, VMRB  

Around the VMRB Base 

Pat Doherty and his son, Tristan, were snapped on 21st 
July after returning from an enjoyable trip to Tangalooma.  

Groups of VMRB 
Our Association is made up of the following clubs. 
Please click on the logo to find out more details. 

August 2019 Crew Roster 
Sat   3 Charlie Sun   4 November 

Sat 10 Alpha Sun 11 Papa 

Wed 14 Sierra 

Sat 17 Foxtrot Sun 18 Tango 

Sat    24     Quebec     Sun   25 Bravo  

September 2019 Crew Roster 
   Sun   1 Sierra 

Sat   7 Charlie Sun   8 November 

Sat 14 Alpha Sun 15 Papa 

Sat 21 Foxtrot Sun 22 Tango 

Sat 28 Bravo Sun 29 Quebec 

 

mailto:president@vmrbrisbane.com.au
http://www.syc.org.au/
http://sandgate.canoe.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/PVOCCShorncliffe/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Xiang-Dragons-130932637540881/


ACTIVE CREW ANNIVERSARY 
Congratulations and thank you to the following 
crew members who volunteered more than 5 years 
ago and who joined in July. 

Paul Hollingdale 2003 (16 years) 

Troy Sauer 2008 (11 years) 

Noel Peinke 2011   (8 years) 

Garry Wylie 2012   (7 years) 

Rick Secombe 2012   (7 years) 

Meelit Shah 2012   (7 years) 

Warwick Byrne 2013   (6 years) 

Ian Black 2013   (6 years) 

Activation Report 

JULY  

14th - Tow a disabled powerboat with 2 POB from 
Sandhills on Moreton Island to the Nudgee Creek 
boat ramp.  

21st - Medivac a male patient suffering from 
anaphylactic shock from Cowan Cowan to the 
Clontarf boat ramp where he was met by the 
Queensland Ambulance Service.  

21st - Tow a disabled jetski with 1 POB from East of 
the Measured Mile to the Dohles Rocks boat ramp.  

27th - Night time callout to tow a member’s broken 
down 8.8 m power boat with 3 POB from the 
Brisbane River to a private pontoon at St. Lucia.  

28th - Tow a disabled powerboat with 2 POB from in 
the mangroves at the end of the airport runway to the 
Nudgee Creek boat ramp.  

Thank you to all the crews who are able to assist with 
any activations and who are on standby.  We really 
appreciate receiving activation details and photos to 
help promote VMR Brisbane.  Please email any 
information through to editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au 
and also to social.media@vmrbrisbane.com.au 
 
 

War on Wrecks 

One of the many wrecked boats being extracted from 
Cabbage Tree Creek recently (right).  This one was 
right in the middle of the creek.  See the Channel 7 
report on War on Wrecks here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Reminder 

Membership Renewals 

All membership invoices should have hit your email 
inbox by now, as payment was due by 31st July.  If 
you have not received your invoice, please check 
your junk mail, etc, and if the email cannot be found 
then contact Gordon Kreutzer, our treasurer at 
treasurer@vmrbrisbane.com.au.  

If you are not planning to renew your membership, 
please advise the treasurer by email so we can 
arrange cancellation of your access card. 
 

Einbunpin Festival 2019 

Thank you to our members who volunteered to man 
our stand at the Einbunpin Festival on 28th July. 

As an added bonus, it was a balloon-free event which 
means our sea and bird life wouldn’t run the risk of 
suffering from discarded balloons and strings. 

VMR BRISBANE 3      JULY 2019 

mailto:editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au
mailto:social.media@vmrbrisbane.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/7NEWSBrisbane/videos/442773556576955/
mailto:treasurer@vmrbrisbane.com.au


 

July in Summary 

Activations:      18       
Fuel Used: 1,412 Litres   
People Assisted:        9          

 

Food Truck Event 

Rain was forecast again but it didn’t deter people and 
the Food Trucks were well patronised on 21st July 
while November Crew were in control of the bar. The 
Police even popped by and Sandgate 2 was on 
display.   

Also Greg Josephson provided 
music to munch by.  Our next 
Food Trucks will be on Sunday, 
18th August with Alpha Crew 
serving drinks including 
boutique beers provided by the 
All Inn Brewing Co at lunch time.  
Come along and support your 
club while having a daytime 
break from domestic chores.  
Club members are invited to 

stay later to take the opportunity to catch up with 
fellow members;  you can meet upstairs if you like. 

 

Zulu (Tuesday) Crew 

A morning tea supplied by the attendees was a 
wonderful chance for everyone to relax and enjoy a 
social get-together on Wednesday, 3rd July.  It was a 
reward for the people who come and work around the 
base on Tuesdays and for the partners who share 
their lives with VMRB.  We really appreciate 
everything our Tuesday Crew does to keep the boats 
and the base spick and span. 

 

Easy Fundraising 
Just a reminder to bring your recyclable bottles and 
cans down to the Brownsea Scouts’ bin so we can 
share the revenue.  It all helps.  Just leave the bottles 
in the wheelie bin for transfer by the scouting 
personnel on Tuesdays to the red bin to await pickup. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boat Owners 
Maritime Safety Queensland have decreed that 
registration certificates no longer need to be 
displayed on recreational vessels.  As from 1st 
October, 2019, you can remove your registration 
label.    Customers who want a registration  certificate 
can still obtain one at a TMR Service Centre or on 
line at  http://qld.gov.au/getregocert  

You must still register your vessel though and TMR 
will continue to send out renewal advice or reminder 
notices if the registration remains unpaid.  All vessel 
and registration information is included on the 
customer’s Registration Renewal Notice.

Richard Windham 

and Chris Noonan 

adding to the 

collection 
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Sandgate Paddling Club 
The SPC 2019 AGM was held at VMRB In Shorncliffe 
on Saturday 13th July and Secretary Phil reported: 

Elections 
The majority of the previous Management Committee 
was re-elected with a couple of new members. The 
full Committee now comprises:- 

President -  John Blackley 
Secretary -  Phil Plant 
Treasurer -  Claire Brereton 
Assistant Treasurer -  Lyn Dean 
Membership Registrar -  Susan Doel 
Racing Representative -  Donna Wilson 
Recreational Representative - Graham Mills 
Junior Representative -  Joanne Gordon 

Other Business 
The Club has taken possession of a larger storage 
shed in the VMRB compound meaning all of the 
Club’s kayaks, as well as some members’ private 
boats, can be stored securely. 

2019 is the Club’s 25th anniversary and a celebration 
event is planned at VMRB Shorncliffe  on 15th 
September. 

The Club has provided numerous training sessions 
for our members including a 2-day Enclosed Sea 
Kayak training course. Further courses including 
marine radio use, navigation course, additional sea 
kayak training courses and safety and rescue 
sessions are planned over the next few months. 

Advance Notice: Get ready for the 25 year group 
photo at 10 am on Sunday, 15th September at the 
VMRB base. Former, current and prospective 
members are invited! 

 

Cadet Games 2019  
The Cadet Games are the ultimate gathering of 
Cadets from all disciplines throughout Queensland 
coming together in the name of camaraderie, skill 
and drive. Teams from PCYC, Qld Emergency 
Services Cadets,  Rural Fire Service, Surf Life 
Saving Queensland,  Royal Australian Navy 
Cadets, Australian Army Cadets, Royal Australian 
Air Force Cadets and Military Cadets all compete for 
the title of Ultimate Cadet Crew. 

The Cadet Games command excellence in skill, 
teamwork, leadership and camaraderie and are 
supported by judges who are all emergency services 
or defence personnel. Locally, games are supported 
by Queensland Fire and Emergency Services,  
Queensland Ambulance Service, Queensland Police 
Service, Australian Red Cross, Surf Life Saving 
Queensland, Australian Volunteer Coast Guard 
Association and Volunteer Marine Rescue 
Association Queensland. This one-day competition 
takes place in both Townsville and Brisbane 
annually, thanks to funding from Queensland Fire & 
Emergency Services and logistics from the PCYC 
Emergency Services Cadets. 

Cadets competed across 6 main Squad Challenge 
events and 6 main Mixed Teams Challenge events 
throughout the day. Each event drew on a different 
combination of skills that are commonly taught in 
Cadets across all codes. Unfortunately cadets didn’t 
know in advance the exact events as the element of 
surprise was preserved for the day. 

Our very own 
Shane Barnes 
(pictured right with 
Mike Wassing, Acting 
Commissioner of the 
Qld Fire and 
Emergency Services) 
represented VMRB 
in Sandgate on 
Saturday, 13th July, 
as one of the 
judges.   

The first lot of 
judging involved the 
cadets working in 
their own groups 
while the afternoon 
events meant they 
had to help each 
other as the 
agencies were 
mixed up.  

The top group for the day were – drum roll: …. the 
Surf Life Savers, while the Defence Force cadets 
came 2nd and 3rd. 
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Talisman Sabre 2019  
Here is the official explanation from the Royal 
Australian Navy about this recent exercise: 

“Exercise TALISMAN SABRE 2019 (TS19) series of 
exercises is the principle Australian and US military 
bilateral training exercise focused on the planning 
and conduct of mid-intensity “high end” warfighting. 

TS19 is designed to practise our respective military 
services and associated agencies in planning and 
conducting Combined and Joint Task Force 
operations, and improve the combat readiness and 
interoperability between Australian and US forces. 

The majority of TS19 exercise activities will take 
place in the existing Australian Defence Force 
Shoalwater Bay Training Area and surrounding State 
Forests, near Rockhampton in Central Queensland. 
Other events will occur around Stanage Bay and the 
Capricorn Coast, Whitsunday Region (Bowen, 
Proserpine and surrounding areas), Mackay region 
(including south of Sarina), Bundaberg and 
surrounding region, the ADF Townsville Field 
Training Area and the ADF Evans Head Air Weapons 
Range. There are no TS19 exercise activities 
currently planned elsewhere in Australia. 

Occurring every two years, Talisman Sabre is a 
major exercise reflecting the closeness of our 
alliance and strength of the enduring military 
relationship. 

TS19 will be the eighth iteration of the exercise and 
consists of a Field Training Exercise incorporating 
force preparation (logistic) activities, amphibious 
landings, land force manoeuvre, urban operations, 
air operations, maritime operations and Special 
Forces activities.  Navy assets participating in TS19 
are HMAS Adelaide, HMAS Canberra, HMAS 
Farncomb, HMAS Melbourne, HMAS Parramatta. 

TS19 will run from late June to early August 2019, 
including the initial surge of equipment and people 
and their subsequent departure after the exercise. 
Exercise activities in Shoalwater Bay Training Area 
and region commenced from early July and peaked 
during 11-24 July 2019.  

 

 

Sandgate Speed Reduction  
The speed limit will be reduced along a busy road at 
Sandgate’s foreshore to make it safer for pedestrians 
and cyclists so be aware if you are driving that way 
to or from VMRB. 

Brisbane City Council has announced a 1km section 
along Flinders Pde, between Second Ave and Ninth 
Ave, will be reduced from 50km/h to 40km/h by the 
end of the year. 

Cr Jared Cassidy (Deagon) said the speed reduction 
would go a long way to making the area safer for all 
users.  “Weekends see such a large number of 
vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists interacting in this 
area. “We have the amazing bay and people love to 
use it and visit it and we need to make it easier to 
connect to the rest of Sandgate, especially if you are 
on foot.” 

Infrastructure Chair Amanda Cooper said, as well as 
new speed signs and line markings, ‘High Active 
Transport User Area’ signs would be installed to warn 
motorists of the high volume of pedestrians using the 
precinct. 

AMSA Incidents 
The latest figures saw a total of 43 domestic 
commercial vessel incidents reported to AMSA 
during June 2019.  Of these, 7 were serious. 

Vic 
Fishing 
(Comm) 

The crew on board were asleep, when the 
owner woke up because the genset had 
shutdown. The engine room was flooded to 
near capacity. The crew deployed the life raft 
and EPIRB.  The vessel sank approx one hour 
later. No injuries and no pollution. 

Tas Non- 
pass 

A pilot boat collided with a cargo vessel due to 
rough seas. No injuries were reported. 

NT  
Non- 
pass 

The vessel was coming around a bend near 
Sweets Lagoon when the master felt the boat 
losing power. As a result, the vessel collided 
with a tree damaging the fan and fins. One 
passenger sustained a minor injury.   

Qld 
Pass 

The vessel was engulfed in flames.14 people 
on board abandoned to the dory. The tender 
became overloaded and capsized. Everyone 
was safe and accounted for, however they 
remained in the water for approximately 1.5 
hours until help arrived.  

Qld 
Non- 
pass 

The vessel hit an unseen small aluminium craft 
resulting in the smaller vessel capsizing. While 
attempting to right the vessel to tow, a person 
was found unconscious. CPR first and then the 
injured person was taken to hospital  

Tas 
Fishing 

The vessel sunk due to the bilge pump and 
float failure. No injuries or pollution reported.  

Qld 
Non-
pass 

The vessel collided with a marker, resulting in 
major damage to the starboard bow above the 
water line and to the marker. The vessel 
organised an emergency haul out, however 
was able to make its way to the marina.  
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2019 AGM AGENDA (Cont’d) 


