
Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date  

With all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane 

Above: There’s a huge regatta planned for 15th February 
and it is being run by our own Poly Va’a-Alo Outrigger 
Canoe Club, some of whom are seen here practising. 

Around the Rigging 
Welcome to our new Members.  We look forward to 
seeing you around the base. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A very happy Australia Day was celebrated at our 
base, thanks to our local politicians and lots of 
volunteers (pages 6/7). 

A first for the area is the Outrigger Canoe Racing 
Regatta being held on Saturday, 15th February.  You 
will be able to watch the racing from many vantage 
points.  They are also inviting people to join in their 
evening function which will be a traditional UMU/ 
Hangi meal. Tickets are only $20 per person and 
details on how to purchase them are on page 4. 

We are selling raffle tickets to help with fundraising 
to keep our Squadron operating. See page 8 for a list 
of prizes and how to buy tickets.  For more info, 
contact jnr.vice.president@vmrbrisbane.com.au. 

We’re still looking for a Manager (or more than one 
to share the tasks) for our Venue which is a major 
earner for us; we put the revenue towards our 
operating expenses. See page 7 for requirements. 

You will find a rather lengthy article on pages 9 and 
10 because your editor started researching what 
happens to the truckloads of rubbish which are 
dumped into rivers in Asia and Africa.  Sadly, there 
is no simple solution to overcome a population that 
doesn’t care 
about our 
oceans. 

To end on a 
more positive 
note, it’s 
great to see 
Delta Crew 
reformed.  

VMR Brisbane is 
proudly supported by 

 

VMR Brisbane is 
proudly supported by 

 

Boat Talk 
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FULL MEMBERS  
 

Rodney Emerick  Jane Storey 

Carlos Espinoza  Gina Swanell 

Sean O'Keefe  Penni Tilini 
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WATERSIDE ASSIST 

Andrew Beighton Robert Harvey 

Andrew Blackmore Ari Heikkila 

Adam Buchannan Clayton Hildrew 

Suzanne Campbell Richard Hodgson 

Wayne Cross  Edward Hooper 

Mark Draper  Ryan McIver 

Andrew Fisher  Trystran Ramus 

Adam Goss  Trent Robson 

Ross Hall  Jake Whittle 

18 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
CREW TRAINING NIGHT 

7.00 pm, Tuesday, 11th February, 2020 

OUTRIGGER CANOE REGATTA 
Saturday, 15th February, 2020 

FOOD TRUCK EVENT 
Hosted by Bravo Crew:  

Friday, 21st February, 2020 
4.00 p.m. to 8.00 p.m. 

95 Allpass Pde, Shorncliffe Qld 4017   Ph: 07 3269 8888   Fax: 07 3269 2245  
www.vmrbrisbane.com.au           After Hours Emergency Mobile 0428 022 881   

https://www.facebook.com/VMRBrisbane/
mailto:jnr.vice.president@vmrbrisbane.com.au
http://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/
http://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/


President’s Report 
We always look forward to 
welcoming new members and 
it’s great that word is getting 
around about the value of 
belonging to Waterside Assist. 

Due to the numbers wanting to 
be part of VMR Brisbane, we 

have reinstated Delta Crew which takes us back to 
10 Crews.  Karl has taken up the task of Duty Master 

for Delta Crew, ably assisted by his new 2IC James 
along with some new faces in Allan B, Ben M and 
Dan. 

Karl’s old Crew, Tango, is now being led by Ben, our 
own Senior Vice-President.  Thank you to both Karl 
and Ben for taking on these new roles. 

Gratifying news is that we have received a grant from 
the Gambling Community Benefit Fund for $35,000 
which will go towards replacing the outboard motors 
on Sandgate 1. We have started the tender process 
to replace the outboards as soon as possible. For 
your information, VMR Brisbane works on replacing 
the outboards on Sandgate 1 approximately every 2 
years which is about 1,000 engine hours. 

Australia Day was a very busy day at our base with 
events and a barbecue hosted by Deagon Ward’s 
Councillor Jared Cassidy.  Thanks to Quebec Crew 
for stepping up and manning the barbecue and bar. 

It is when we have functions like the Australia Day 
celebrations that you see what a good venue we 
have.  However we do need someone to coordinate 
usage of it as well as bar staff for some occasions.  
Junior Vice-President Paul has all the details and you 
can get a brief idea on page 7. 

A big first for our Polynesian Va’a-Alo Outrigger 
Canoe Club is the regatta they are holding on 
Saturday, 15th February from our base.  You will have 
the opportunity to see some great paddling from 25 
clubs in the many races for juniors’, men’s, women’s 
and mixed teams.  It is the first race in the parent 
body’s 2020 Marathon Series so see page 4 for their 
plans for the day. 

You may have noticed that Sandgate 1 is not being 
stored in its shed at the moment.  That is because 
one of the pylons on the slipway has disintegrated 
and plans for repair are being formulated.  This is not 
an easy task for Management as there are so many 
unknowns around the Blue Water Review currently.  
The boat was taken to Bribie for anti-fouling and 
servicing so is looking very trim.  Refuelling was a 
major problem as members had to manually carry 
containers from our storage tank to the pontoon but 
hopefully one of our partner agencies may allow us 
to fill our tanks from their supply on account when 
needed. 

Obviously we have some extraordinary expenses 
which must be met so I would encourage you all to 
buy tickets in our Easter raffle.  Paul has secured 
some great prizes and tickets are only $5 each.  
Details on how to purchase tickets are on page 8. 

Another way to increase our funding is to attend our 
monthly Food Trucks events (on the 3rd Friday night 
of each month in summer) and give our bartenders 
something to do! 

We are very familiar with the tremendous work 
organisations like Ocean Crusaders do to rid our 
local area of unwanted rubbish in the waterways and 
VMR Brisbane assists them in any way we can 
including hosting their annual Paddle against Plastics 
in our own Cabbage Tree and Nundah Creek as well 
as the Nudgee foreshore.  Unfortunately, the same 
can’t be said for the rest of the world and our oceans 
and their wildlife are suffering as you can read on 
pages 9 and 10. 

Safe Boating 
Thomas Grice 
President 
VMR Brisbane 

Sandgate 1 
Left: Sandgate 1 being 
lifted out of the water at 
Bribie for her service and 
beauty treatment. 
Below: Sandgate 1 back on 
duty with black-trimmed 
hulls. 

 

February 2020 Crew Roster 
Sat   1 Alpha Sun    2 Papa 

Sat   8 Bravo Sun    9 Quebec 

Sat 15 Charlie Sun  16 Sierra 

Sat    22 Delta Sun  23 Tango 
Sat 29 Foxtrot 

March 2020 Crew Roster 
   Sun    1 November 

Sat   7 Alpha Sun    8 Papa 

Sat 14 Bravo Sun  15 Quebec 

Sat 21 Charlie Sun  22 Sierra 

Sat 28 Delta Sun 29 Tango 
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Activations 

JANUARY  

31st Dec 2019 – 1st Jan 2020 – Glenn advised: “A 38 
foot sailing boat with seized gearbox and 3 adults and 
4 children on board was sailing from Tangalooma 
heading back to CTC with a seized gearbox. Tow 
picked up on Tuesday (last day of 2019) at 15:00 and 
dropped the vessel at anchor between the Sandgate 
jetty and the outer laterals. We proceeded to take 3 
children and 2 adults off the boat and returned them 
to QCYC.  We left the owner on board ready to tow 
in from the Cabbage Tree Creek leads to QCYC on 
the high tide at approx 0100 Wednesday morning 
(the first day of the new year).” 

5th – Cameron reported: “November crew started 
Sunday 5th January with calm seas and a quite warm 
day.  Mid-morning saw a call to tow a VMR member's 
open aluminium 5.5m side console with 3 POB that 
had a failed starter motor from near the "Four 
Beacons" (approx. 4 miles west of Tangalooma) back 
to the VMRB pontoon. Sea conditions were calm right 
across the bay and it was an easy tow back to the 
Base.  Good experience for one crew member who 
hadn't been at the helm for a real tow before and also 
our newest Coxswain, Mike, was the vessel Master. 

 

16th - Tow a disabled 6m powerboat with 3 POB from 
the Brisbane Roads to Cabbage Tree Creek. 

24th - Tow a disabled 4m powerboat with 1 POB from 
Whyte Island to the Colmslie boat ramp. 

26th - Gordon advised that “on Australia day, Tango 
Crew had a Water Police call out for an upturned boat 
at Pine River entrance near bridge. Nothing found 
after an hour’s search. Jet ski with 1 POB waiting 

at Kooringal for us to stand down and get over there, 
as it would not run. 

By the time we arrived at Kooringal, the happy jet 
skier had managed to start his vessel and came out 
to meet us.  We escorted him back to Shorncliffe and 
the ski ran well the whole way with no need to tow.  

27th - Tow a disabled 6m powerboat with 3 POB from 
the Koopa Channel to Cabbage Tree Creek. 

Thank you to all the crews who are able to assist with 
any activations and who are on standby.  We really 
appreciate receiving activation details and photos to 
help promote VMR Brisbane.  Please email any 
information through to editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au 
and also to social.media@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

Gambling Community Benefit 

Fund Grant 

President Thomas is seen here thanking Stirling 
Hinchliffe MP for his assistance in securing a grant of 
$35,000 from the Gambling Community Benefit 
Fund.  It will go towards the purchase of new 
outboard motors for Sandgate 1. 

January in Summary 

Activations:        13 

Fuel Used:           746 

People Assisted: 12 

Groups of VMRB 

Our Association is made up of the following clubs. 
Please click on the logo to find out more details  
 

ACTIVE CREW ANNIVERSARY 
Congratulations and thank you to the following 
crew members who volunteered more than 5 years 
ago and who joined in January. 

Michael Overend 1994 26 years 

Glenn Philip  1999 21 years 

Cameron Pegler 2007 13 years 

Katie Kaiser   2015   5 years 

VMR BRISBANE 3       JANUARY 2020 

Jet skier happy to be mobile again 
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https://www.facebook.com/Xiang-Dragons-130932637540881/
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Outrigger Canoe Regatta 
Come along and see a spectacular event with the 
Polynesian Va’A-Alo Outrigger Canoe Club (Poly 
Va’a) on Saturday, 15th February, 2020.  Our 
associate club will be hosting its very first Outrigger 
Canoe Racing Regatta.  This event is being run by 
Poly Va’a for the Australian Outrigger Canoe Racing 
Association (AOCRA) as part of the Southern 
Queensland Zone.  It is also the first Marathon 
Regatta for the 2020 racing calendar.   

There will be an Indigenous and Polynesian Opening 
Ceremony at 6.45am on the beach with Polynesian 
drumming and welcome. Jared Cassidy, our local 
councillor, will then officially open the Regatta.   

It is expected there will be over 30 x 6 person canoes 
competing from over 25 South Queensland clubs.  
Races range from 8-16 km with men’s, women’s and 
mixed crews racing.  Junior Crews also will race in 
the morning up until midday in 1,2,4 and 6km races.  
The big race of the day will be the 16km long course 
with two races starting at 12pm and 1.45pm.   

All races will be viewable from the Shorncliffe Pier 
and surrounding beaches.  There will be a large food 
and Coffee stand along with some paddling 
equipment stalls at lower Moora Park throughout the 
day. 

Later that evening Polynesian Va’A-Alo Outrigger 
Canoe Club will be holding a function to end the day 
at VMRB. A traditional UMU/ Hangi meal will also be 
served.  Tickets are $20 and must be pre booked and 
paid for via the Club’s secretary, Steve Tomoana, on 
pvocc.secretary@gmail.com or 0422.004861. 

This is a major milestone for Poly Va’a who have 
been operating now for five years.  The Organisation 
required to run such an event is significant and marks 
a true coming of age for the young Outrigging club.   

Our VMRB safety boat will be supporting the event 
out in the water during the major racing and our 
crews will have the front seat in what is likely to be a 
spectacular water sports event.  We wish them every 
success in this major endeavour and hope the 
weather and sea gods smile upon them.  

 

 
 

Flying Fifteen Aust Champs 
A fleet of 20 Flying Fifteens made the long journey 
from all over Australia to compete at the 2020 Flying 
Fifteen Australian Championship held in Waterloo 
Bay just south of the Brisbane River in Queensland 
from 12th to 18th January. 

Some competitors had a long journey navigating 
around a host of bush fires still plaguing the country. 
Visitors came from as far as England, Darwin, Perth, 
Adelaide, Melbourne, Canberra and Sydney. 

Local sailors Ashley Smith and Adam Kingston (pic 
below) from host club the Royal Queensland Yacht 
Squadron, clinched the 2020 Flying Fifteen 
Australian National Championship with a string of 
race wins and second places. It is the second time 
that the pair have won the famous Coweslip trophy, 
the last being when the regatta was sailed close by 
out of Sandgate YC on home waters in 2015. 

 
https://www.sail-world.com/news/225941/Flying-Fifteen-
Australian-Championship 

 

Speed Awareness Monitor 

 
The first Queensland boat speed indicator sign 
(SAM) has been installed in Manly Harbour, 
Brisbane.  Maritime Safety Queensland erected the 
permanent sign which will let skippers know if they 
are moving faster than this waterway’s maximum 
speed of 6 knots.  If the vessel is travelling below 6 
knots, a smiley face acknowledges the fact.  However 
it appears some boaties are incorrectly taking the 
smiley face to mean they can increase their speed! 
 

  

mailto:pvocc.secretary@gmail.com
https://www.sail-world.com/news/225941/Flying-Fifteen-Australian-Championship
https://www.sail-world.com/news/225941/Flying-Fifteen-Australian-Championship


 

Food Truck Event 
A very colourfully dressed Alpha Crew was on duty 
on Friday, 17th January for the bar servicing the Food 
Trucks’ customers.  

Bravo Crew will be serving drinks including boutique 
beers provided by the All Inn Brewing Co on Friday, 
21st February, 2020, from 4 pm to 8 pm. 

Come along and support your club while having a 
night out.  Club members are invited to stay later to 
take the opportunity to catch up with fellow members; 
you can meet upstairs if you like. 

 

B.O.A.T  

(Break Out Another Thousand) 

Starting the new year with a new boat?  You’d better 
hope your other ‘investments’ are more lucrative!  

(Cartoon from https://www.sarahsteenland.com/) 

 

Merits of an EPIRB with GPS 

Picture and story from AMSA Working Boats Jan 2020 

You may recall that in the December 2019 Boat Talk, 

we detailed Personal Locator Beacons (PLBs) and 
the value of them being registered and GPS-
equipped.  Lone fisher Lindsay Lankester dropped 
his crab pots in the reef off the Perth coast WA at 
about 5.30 p.m. on Sunday, 27th October last year 
and he owes his life to his GPS-equipped EPIRB. 
(PLBs are worn by people but EPIRBs are fitted to the 
vessel.)  

Later, Lindsay reflected how he may have been too 
complacent in the conditions as he headed home.  
Before he knew it, the propeller hit a bit of reef and a 
big breaker picked up the back of the boat.  The last 
thing Lindsay saw was the nose of the boat getting 
pushed under the water and then it rolled. 

“I made it back to the upturned boat and sat on the 
hull thinking: ‘Damn, what just happened?’.” 

Land was about 2nm away – too far to swim. That’s 
when he remembered his EPIRB fixed to the inside 
of the hull.  Although it was dark outside, it was even 
darker in the hull so he had to navigate by feel.  It 
took many attempts, in between resurfacing to catch 
his breath, before he could work out how to unlatch 
the unit from its bracket. 

“I was familiar with how to activate the EPIRB 
because, after I bought it, I actually read the 
instructions.  I couldn’t have read it in the dark then 
anyway.”  At first he wasn’t sure whether the EPIRB 
had activated as it beeped and flashed faintly. 

AMSA Response Centre received a detection of a 
GPS-enabled EPIRB registered to a 6.2m vessel 
around midnight.  Fremantle Water Police tasked 
their helicopter and Whitfords VMR sent a rescue 
boat to the scene.  Less than an hour after activating 
his EPIRB, Lindsay saw the spotlight of the rescue 
helicopter in the distance and it came straight to him. 
The rescue boat arrived ten minutes later. 

Lindsay’s advice: “Get an EPIRB with GPS which 
gives rescuers coordinates to within 120 metres of 
your boat and put it in a location that you can access 
easily and learn how to use it.  When you buy it, 
register it and get familiar with opening the bracket. 
Teach anyone on board how to use it too.” 
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Australia Day by the Bay 
Sunday, 26 January from 3pm at VMRB  

Deagon Ward Councillor Jared Cassidy, who hosted 
the day, alongside State Member for Sandgate, 
Stirling Hinchliffe, and Federal MP for Lilley, Anika 
Wells, said the Australia Day by the Bay festival was 
a welcoming and friendly celebration.  It started with 
a citizenship ceremony in the morning with 77 people 
from 25 different countries taking their pledge in the 
historic Sandgate Town Hall. 

At 3pm there were a lot of different activities set up at 
VMR in Shorncliffe including a jumping castle, big 
Lego-style blocks, sandcastle competition and hoop 
games for the littlies, ice-cream and coffee vans, as 
well as a free barbecue and a bar being run by 
Quebec Crew.  The CWA and Beat Connection 
raised funds for bushfire relief with their baking and 
pop-up stand. In addition, there was live 
entertainment throughout the afternoon with some of 
the young musicians from the recent successful 
Youth Festival. 

The rain threatened but didn’t disrupt the showing of 
the movie Red Dog on the inflated outdoor screen. 
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Below: Some of the activity points and the Lego gazebo. 
Right: The busy Quebec Crew at the barbecue and bar, 

Angie Aceto and her grandchildren, and the big screen. 



Left: Cr Jared Cassidy with the 
builders of the biggest 
sandcastle; the band TEN12; 
Richard, Carmel and George. 
Above: Deidre and the best 
strawberry icecream; Right: 
Secretary David and grandson. 

 

Australia Day (Cont’d) 

 

 
 

Venue Manager  
This is an important voluntary position.  
Do you have some experience with functions and 
events or are keen to learn?  It’s a great way to gain 
further experience in the hospitality industry.  We are 
looking for someone preferably with an RSA 
(Responsible Service of Alcohol) certificate or who is 
happy to obtain one.  Our venue hire and grounds are 
VMRB's third largest income generator and, with new 
marketing ideas, we hope to increase this even more 
in 2020.   

Reporting to the Junior Vice President, this position 
mainly involves the coordination of the hall and 
grounds hire, stocking of bars, coordinating bar staff, 
meeting and greeting prospective hirers when 
available and ensuring the venue is clean and re-
stocked ready for the next hire. Don’t be put off by 
the perceived size of the task, as it could easily be 
shared with other Volunteers. 
 

…and Bar Staff  
We are also 
seeking bar 
people. This is a 

paid role for 
when the venue 
is hired out for 
private 
functions. 
(Some 
members’ and 
charity functions 
will be worked 
on a volunteer 
basis).  
Applicants must 
be members of 
VMRB and have an RSA (Responsible Service of 
Alcohol) certificate or be prepared to obtain one. 

Please contact Paul Hollingdale on 0416 699959 or 
jnr.vice.president@vmrbrisbane.com.au 
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Easter Raffle 
There is the opportunity to win some good prizes in our Easter raffle while helping VMRB with fund-raising so 
we can continue to operate.  Tickets are available now at $5 each or buy a book of 10 to sell on our behalf.  For 
tickets or more info contact jnr.vice.president@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Prize details:  

Skippered day sail for up to 12 guests to Moreton Island on 12 metre catamaran ' Moreton Magic' See website for details. 3 hour 
sail over and 4 hours at the island. Departing marina at approximately  0700 and returning approximately 1700. BYO food and 
beverage. Galley, BBQ and refrigeration available on board. Subject to weather guests will be able to fish, snorkel, kayak and 
hopefully see dolphins, turtles and dugongs. Bookings are essential and subject to availability. Not redeemable for cash. Peak 
holidays dates are excluded. Must be used by 30/11/2019 and the recommended retail value is $2000. 

Volunteer Marine Rescue Brisbane Inc. 
Easter Raffle  

The raffle will be drawn at the VMR Brisbane Food Trucks night on 17th April 2020  
at 1900 hours 

Prize details: 
2nd Prize details: 

This prize is for 2 Adults and 2 Children. The prize is a PREMIUM DOLPHIN FEEDING DAY CRUISE Including: • Return launch 
transfers from Brisbane • Choice of a signature island tour: 1. 4WD Desert Safari Tour 2. Marine Discover Cruise 3. Whale Watch 
Tour (Jun-Oct) 4. Aussie Jet Boat 5. Wrecks Snorkel Tour • Wild Dolphin Feeding Experience at sunset • Complimentary dolphin 
feeding photo (digital copy) • Free Eco Ranger Experiences • 1 x Beverage Voucher per person to be used on boat transfer. • 
VIP day lounge access and shower facilities. • Lunch Voucher ($20 Adult / $15 Child) or a packed lunch included onboard the 
Whale Watch Cruise. • Full use of resort facilities and free activities • Holt Street Wharf Parking for one car for the duration of 
your visit. To book your day cruise, winner must contact reservations at Tangalooma and quote winning voucher number .  
This prize voucher expires on 30/11/2020 and is valued at rrp $715. 

3rd Prize details: 
This prize is for one night’s luxury accommodation for two people in a Privilege Room including full 
buffet breakfast.  Prize must be taken by 30/11/2020 and RRP is $250. 

mailto:jnr.vice.president@vmrbrisbane.com.au


 

Clean Oceans? 

That’s what we want but it’s not what we are actually 
experiencing.  There are huge areas in our oceans 
that are covered with man-made marine debris.  
Thanks to Wikipedia, organisations like Ocean 
CleanUp, author Jennifer Collins and dear old 
Facebook, we now know a lot more about the 
absolute disaster that is worsening by the day. 

We have five massive rubbish dumps flowing in our 
oceans.  They are known as Garbage Patches: there 
is one in the Indian Ocean, two in the Atlantic Ocean, 
and two in the Pacific Ocean.   Garbage patches of 
varying sizes are located in each gyre. 

[Plastic gyre = The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) defines a gyre as a large system of 
swirling ocean currents.  Increasingly, however, it also 
refers to the garbage patch / a vortex of plastic waste and 
debris broken down into small particles in the ocean. (Jul 
5, 2019)] 

Where does all this rubbish come from?   

There are several sources but the major contributors 
are the mountains of rubbish being dumped directly 
into rivers, mostly in Asia and Africa.  

 

More later about the constant line up of trucks (like this 
one in the Cuddalore district, Thittakudi Bellaru in India 
where solid waste management means dumping it all in 

the Velar River). 

The North Atlantic Garbage Patch is an area of 

man-made marine debris found floating within the 
North Atlantic Gyre, originally documented in 1972.  
Using this data, scientists estimate that the North 
Atlantic Garbage Patch is hundreds of kilometres in 
size and has a density of 200,000 pieces of trash per 
square kilometre in some places.  Despite its 
enormous size and density, the patch is, more often 
than not, invisible to the naked eye and even satellite 
imaging. The patch is located from 22°N to 38°N and 
its western and eastern boundaries are unclear. 

The Great Pacific Garbage Patch is a gyre of 

marine debris particles in the north central Pacific 
Ocean. It is located roughly from 135°W to 155°W 
and 35°N to 42°N.  The collection of plastic and 
floating trash originates from the Pacific Rim, 
including countries in Asia, North America, and South  

 

 

America.  The patch is actually "two enormous 
masses of ever-growing garbage". What has been 
referred to as the "Eastern Garbage Patch" lies 
between Hawaii and California, while the "Western 
Garbage Patch" extends eastward from Japan to the 

Hawaiian Islands. An ocean current about 6,000 
miles long, referred to as the Subtropical 
Convergence Zone, connects the two patches, which 
extend over an indeterminate area of widely varying 
range, depending on the degree of plastic 
concentration used to define the affected area.  

The patch is a widely dispersed area consisting 
primarily of suspended "fingernail-sized or smaller 
bits of plastic", often microscopic, particles in the 
upper water column.  Researchers from The Ocean 
Cleanup project claimed that the patch covers 1.6 
million square kilometres.  An estimated 80,000 
metric tons of plastic inhabit the patch, totalling 1.8 
trillion pieces. 92% of the mass in the patch comes 
from objects larger than 0.5 centimeters, while 94% 
of the total objects are represented by microplastics.   

Some of the plastic in the patch has been found to be 
over 50 years old, and includes fragments of and 
items such as "plastic lighters, toothbrushes, water 
bottles, pens, baby bottles, cell phones, plastic bags, 
and nurdles".  (A nurdle is a very small pellet of plastic – 
1 to 5 mm in size - which serves as raw material in the 
manufacture of plastic products.)  

It is estimated that approximately "100 million tons of 
plastic are generated [globally] each year", and about 
10% of that plastic ends up in the oceans. The United 
Nations Environmental Program recently estimated 
that "for every square mile of ocean", there are about 
"46,000 pieces of plastic". The small fibres of wood 
pulp found throughout the patch are "believed to 
originate from the thousands of tons of toilet paper 
flushed into the oceans daily"! The patch is believed 
to have increased "10-fold each decade" since 1945. 

Which rivers are the worst for garbage? 

Ocean Crusaders say world-wide, 13,000-15,000 
pieces of plastic are dumped into the ocean every 
day.  Every year, 6.4 million tonnes are dumped into 
the ocean. This is the same as 3,200 kilometres of 
trucks each loaded with garbage. 
It is scary that most of the plastic that ends up in our 
oceans is carried there by eight rivers in Asia and two 
in Africa. The Helmholtz Centre for Environmental 
Research found 90 percent of plastic flowing into 
oceans can be traced to 10 rivers which share traits.  
One is that they are located in densely populated 
areas with a lack of waste infrastructure and little 
awareness of recycling. 

The Yangtze is Asia's longest river and the third-

longest river in the world. It also tops the list of river 
systems through which the most plastic waste flows 
into the oceans, according to a recent study. The 
river basin is home to 480 million people — one-third 
of the country's population.              (cont’d next page) 
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The Indus ranks second on the list. One of Asia's 

largest rivers, it flows through parts of India and 
Pakistan into the Arabian Sea, supporting millions of 
people. While much plastic enters rivers because of 
a lack of waste infrastructure, sewage systems 
contribute too. 

The Yellow River is third on the plastic-waste list but 

that's not the only environmental problem with which 
it contends. Pollution has rendered much of the 
river's water undrinkable. Around 30 percent of its 
fish species are believed to have disappeared too. 

Another of China's rivers, the Hai, comes in at 

number 4. It connects two of China's most populous 
metropolitan areas, Tianjin and Beijing, before 
flowing into one of the world's busiest shipping lanes, 
the Bohai Sea.  

Generally thought to be the world's longest river, the 
Nile flows through 11 countries before entering the 
Mediterranean Sea from Egypt. Some 360 million 
people live in the river basin where its waters support 
agriculture — the region's main economic activity. 
Irrigation and evaporation mean the river doesn't 
even reach the sea in dry periods. Still, it comes in at 
number five in the ranking. 

 
This load is being dumped in a tributary of the Amazon 
River (which doesn’t rate in the ‘awful rivers’ ranking.) 
Note the concrete pad so the bank doesn’t cave in!. 

The Ganges provides water to over half a billion 
people. Sewage, agricultural and industrial waste 
have made it one of the world's most polluted rivers, 
as have the multitudes of plastic that end up in it.  

China's notoriously dirty Pearl River enters the 

South China Sea between Hong Kong and Macau. 
Sewage and industrial waste flow into the river delta, 
keeping apace with the region's incredible rate of 
urban expansion. Since the late 1970s, the delta has 
transformed from a mainly agricultural and rural 
region to one of the world's largest urban areas. 

Plastic debris is even being found in remote and 
"pristine" locations such as the Amur River which 

rises in the hills of north-eastern China and forms 
much of the border between China's Heilongjiang 
province and Russia's Siberia before it snakes out to 
the Sea of Okhotsk. 

The Niger is West Africa's main river, supporting 

over 100 million people and one of the planet's most 
lush ecosystems. Plastic pollution extensive dam 
construction and frequent oil spills in the Niger Delta 

 

 

have caused widespread water contamination. 

Dams are having major ecological and social impacts 
on the Mekong too. Around 20 million people live in 

the Mekong Delta. Many are dependent on fishing 
and agriculture for survival. The river flows through 
six countries in Southeast Asia, including Vietnam 
and Laos, and is tenth on the list of river systems that 
carry most of the 8 million tons of plastic that are 
dumped into the seas each year. 

Effects on the wildlife and humans 

Smaller marine life such as mussels and worms 
sometimes mistake plastic for their prey. Larger 
animals are also affected by plastic consumption 
because they feed on fish, and are indirectly 
consuming microplastics already trapped inside their 
prey.  Likewise, humans are also susceptible to 
microplastic consumption. People who eat seafood 
also eat some of the microplastics that were ingested 
by marine life. Oysters and clams are popular 
vehicles for human microplastic consumption. 
Animals who are within the general vicinity of the 
water are also affected by the plastic in the ocean. 
Studies have shown 36% species of seabirds are 
consuming plastic because they mistake larger 
pieces of plastic for their next meal. Plastic can cause 
blockage of intestines as well as tearing of interior 
stomach and intestinal lining of marine life ultimately 
leading to starvation and death 

Not all marine life is affected by the consumption of 
plastic. Some instead find themselves tangled in 
larger pieces of garbage that cause just as much 
harm as the barely visible microplastics. Trash that 
has the possibility of wrapping itself around a living 
organism may cause strangulation or drowning.  
Plastic’s existence in the ocean becomes cyclical 
because marine life that is killed by ultimately 
decompose in the ocean, re-releasing the plastics 
into the ecosystem. 

Why don’t we just clean it up? 

It is estimated it would cost between $122 million and 
$489 million for one year and that's only for boat time. 
Those figures don't include equipment, disposal or 
labour costs—and keep in mind that not all debris 
items can be scooped up with a net. (Jul 31, 2018) 

Many organisations caring for the environment are 
working on solutions. An enormous floating device 
designed by Dutch scientists for the non-profit Ocean 
Cleanup that captures plastic in its fold like a giant 
arm successfully captured and removed plastic from 
the Great Pacific Garbage Patch, the company 
announced recently.  Their modifications are 
continuing.   

Cleaning up the waste is important, but experts say 
we must produce less and stop pollution at the 
source.  Unless countries in the world with 
mismanaged plastic waste polluting the oceans 
change their practices, it just will continue to worsen.    
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