
Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date with 
all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane 

VMR Brisbane is 
proudly supported by 

 

Photo: Quebec Crew were caught in the middle of a 
typical planning session for a duty day. 

Around the Rigging 
Welcome to our new Members.  We look forward to 
seeing you around the base 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we go to press, the Sandgate Paddling Club is 
holding its 24th annual Wetland Wander with about 
150 paddlers in kayaks, canoes, skis and stand-up 
paddleboards so we hope you managed to see them 
in Cabbage Tree Creek. 

Trainees from SANDBAG (the Community Centre 
which runs Education and Training courses in self-
development and an employment training program) 
have been developing our grounds as you will see 
on page 4. 

We are pleased to advise that the Kedron Wavell 
Services Club presented community organisations 
with a variety of grants recently and you will notice 
on page 2 that we were fortunate to receive a 
generous donation.   

Membership renewal emails will be sent to members 
by 1st July as payments for the 2019/2020 year are 
due by 31st July.  

Two events concerning the suburb where our base 
is located are seeking local community involvement.  
Brisbane City Council is seeking survey responses 
about the proposed plans for the Shorncliffe 
Escarpment (page 5) and a clean-up of areas in the 
4017 postcode organised by War on Waste 4017 will 
be held on 30th June (page 6).

Boat Talk 
VMR Brisbane’s Monthly Newsletter 
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ASSIST 

Kurt Begoihn 

Adrian Birrer 

Shane Brier 
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Joel Jensen 

Brian Knaggs 

Michael Konig 

James Le Fontaine 

Tyreece Noudaranouvong 

Gareth Thomas 

Gregg van Greuning 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

SANDGATE PADDLING CLUB 

Wetland Wander 

Sunday, 2nd June, 2019 

FOOD TRUCK EVENT 
Hosted by Bravo Crew on  

Sunday, 16th June, 2019 

11.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. 

EINBUNPIN FESTIVAL 

Sunday, 28th July, 2019 

Brighton Road, Sandgate 

ACTIVE RADIO 

CREW 
Michael Hagenbach 

Owen West 
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https://www.facebook.com/VMRBrisbane/
http://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/
http://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/
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President’s Report 
 

 
Every month we are happy to 
welcome our new 
members.  This month we 
have two new crew members 

who have elected to be 
dedicated radio operators and 

their expertise will be appreciated. 

You will notice some new concreting next to the 
driveway to the ramp and we have trainees from 
SANDBAG to thank for their hard work (see page 4). 

This is an initiative started by the State Government 
to assist those wanting to gain some skills to either 
enter or rejoin the workforce and as a by-product 
allowing Not For Profits to have much needed repairs 
and refurbishments completed. 

We are extremely lucky to be beneficiaries of this 
programme and look forward to hosting the Skilling 
Queensland Participants in gaining those skills and 
benefitting by having much needed repairs and 
refurbishments completed around our facilities for 
the cost of materials. 

We are still endeavouring to find a suitable solution 
to our deteriorating boat ramp so, until it is resolved, 
please take care when launching or retrieving your 
vessel and try to do so when the tide is above the 
half-way red line across the ramp. 

We have received 2 quotes so far and this will be a 
significant expense for the Association. If you know 
anyone or would like to make a Tax deductable 
donation leading up to the end of financial year it will 
be very much gratefully accepted.  

We are grateful to the Kedron Wavell Services Club 
for a grant of $2,500 which David Massam accepted 
on our behalf recently.  All crew members will benefit 
as the money will be used to provide the annual First 
Aid and CPR training which is obligatory but costly if 
we have to take the funding from our operating 
budget. 

Kedron Wavell Services Club has been a long-time 
supporter of VMR Brisbane and we hope to continue 
this relationship well into the future. 

If you are looking for some great food and 
entertainment, please check out Kedron Wavell 
Services Club and support those that support us.  

On 28th July the annual Einbunpin Festival will be 
taking place in Sandgate and we will be having our 
usual display to generate interest and awareness of 
boating safety.  We would be pleased to hear from 
anyone who would be happy to do a stint with 
Sandgate 2 on dry land, talking to people about 
boating and VMR.   

 

 

This is an important event for VMR Brisbane to 
connect and engage with our local community and 
raise awareness of who we are, what we do and what 
we have to offer. 

Safe Boating 
Thomas Grice 
President, VMRB  

Around the VMRB Base 
On Sunday, 5th May, two of our associate groups 
were out enjoying the ideal conditions from Cabbage 
Tree Creek. 

Above:  Xiang Dragons paddling and (below) some 
Polynesian Va’a-Alo Outriggers assembling. 

Groups of VMRB 
Our Association is made up of the following clubs. 
Please click on the logo to find out more details.  

 
.

June 2019 Crew Roster 
Sat   1 Foxtrot Sun   2 Papa 

Sat   8 Charlie Sun   9 Quebec 

Sat 15 Alpha Sun 16 Sierra 

Mon 22 Bravo Sun 23 Tango 

Sat 28 Foxtrot Sun 29 November 

July 2019 Crew Roster 
Sat   6 Charlie Sun   7 Papa 

Sat 13 Alpha Sun 14 Tango 

Sat 20 Foxtrot Sun 21 Quebec 

Sat 27 Bravo Sun 28 Sierra 

http://www.syc.org.au/
http://sandgate.canoe.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/PVOCCShorncliffe/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Xiang-Dragons-130932637540881/


Activation Report 

MAY  

It was the most trouble-free month on the activation 
front for many a year!  It did mean that crews could 
concentrate on their training and working towards 
extra stripes though. 

12th - Neil Sheppard advised that Sierra Crew had a 
quiet day. “The weather forecast was unfavourable 
for small boats so almost everyone stayed 
home.  We did receive a call to assist a 14’ dinghy 
with a flat battery located at the mouth of the 
Brisbane River but by the time we arrived on scene 
in Sandgate 2, a member of the public had already 
assisted the disabled vessel.   

Notice to Mariners 193(T) of 2019 advised of the 
installation of a new Reciprocal Front lead being 
established in position latitude 27015.7996’S, 
longitude 153014.5188’E (better known as the inner 
Measured Mile Beacon) so we took the opportunity 
to conduct a navigation exercise to locate the beacon 
and build on our local knowledge (photo below).” 

 

21st - Activation by Water Police to commence 
search in the Redcliffe area after a pilot had reported 
seeing a flare. After searching for 4 hours with 
Sandgate 2, Coast Guard Redcliffe, Water 
Police and a helicopter, nothing was found and the 
crews stood down.  

Thank you to all the crews who are able to assist with 
any activations and who are on standby.  We really 
appreciate receiving activation details and photos to 
help promote VMR Brisbane.  Please email any 
information through to editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au 
and also to social.media@vmrbrisbane.com.au 
 

A Fishy Theory 

Two crewmen are talking: 

Sailor A: “I hear fish is good brain food.” 

Sailor B: “Yeah, I eat it all the time.” 

Sailor A: “Well, there goes another theory!” 

Treasurer’s Advice 

Bottle/Can Collection 

We have received our first payment from Brownseas 
Scouts ($131.70) for recycling which is a real plus. 

However recycling only works for intact items. 

After a function upstairs, there was about 2 feet of 
broken glass in the recycling bin, caused partly by a 
flawed chute design (which will need review!) and by 
members who were over-enthusiastic in their 
methods of delivery.  

This is an easy avenue for extra funds, while 
disposing of unwanted bottles in an environmentally-
friendly way, so please take care when inserting 
them. 

Membership Renewals 

All membership invoices will be hitting email inboxes 
from 1st July, 2019, with payment due by 31st July so 
keep a look out for them. If you do not receive your 
invoice, please check your junk mail, etc, and if the 
email cannot be found then contact Gordon Kreutzer, 
our treasurer at treasurer@vmrbrisbane.com.au. If 
you are not planning to renew your membership, 
please advise the treasurer by email. 
 

Kedron Wavell Services Club 
Our Secretary, David Massam, was presented with a 
cheque for $2,500 in the Kedron Wavell Services 
Club’s latest distribution of grants.  This will be used 
for First Aid and CPR training for our crew members. 

 

ACTIVE CREW ANNIVERSARY 

Congratulations and thank you to the following 
crew member who volunteered more than 5 years 
ago and who joined in May. 

Paul Harris 2010 
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May in Summary 

Activations:       15 
Fuel Used:  1,022 
People Assisted:         0 

 

Food Truck Event 

After a very wet start to our first mid-year Sunday 
Food Truck event on 19th May, the day fined up and 
the crowds came out so Sierra Crew were pretty 
busy.  

 

Considering how wet the morning was, it was great 
to see so many people come to the Food Trucks 
event with many of them spreading their rugs out on 
the grass.   
Below: As usual, people were liking the food and drinks 

but the new concrete was also a hit! 

 

Our next Food Trucks will be on Sunday, 16th June 
with Bravo Crew serving drinks including boutique 
beers provided by the All Inn Brewing Co at lunch 
time.  

Come along and support your club while having a 
night off domestic chores.  Club members are invited 
to stay later to take the opportunity to catch up with 
fellow members; you can meet upstairs if you like.  

 

Concreting Improvements 

Members of  SANDBAG, under the guidance of John 
Buckby, have been gaining new skills by being 
trained on the job at our base.  As you can see, the 
new concrete where our crews park their vehicles is 
a great improvement and there was the added bonus 
of it being really appreciated at the May Food Trucks 
event.  

Extracting Sandgates 2 and 3 for launching will also 
be a bit easier now the ground has been levelled 
from the grassed area to the driveway. 

(SANDBAG is the acronym for the Sandgate and 
Bracken Ridge Action Group Inc.) 
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Shorncliffe Escarpment 
Brisbane City Council is developing a management 
plan to protect the Shorncliffe Escarpment.  (The 
Shorncliffe Escarpment forms an edge to Bramble 
Bay that extends approximately 2.3 kilometres from 
Cabbage Tree Creek in the south to the Sandgate 
Town Hall in the north, overlooking the foreshore and 
the famous Lovers’ Walk.  The escarpment includes 
the area between the upper pathway at the top of the 
embankment area and the “inland” edge of the lower 
pathway along the foreshore.) 

The Shorncliffe Escarpment is a significant natural 
landscape feature on Brisbane’s northern foreshore. 
The prominent headland with its framed views 
provides an iconic backdrop to the Sandgate 
Foreshore Parklands recreation areas and the 
Shorncliffe Pier. 

Council completed a comprehensive assessment of 
the escarpment in late 2018, including: 

 erosion and bank stability 
 vegetation health and composition 
 biodiversity values 
 soil composition. 

The investigations identified that use of the area has 
accelerated natural erosion processes, affecting the 
health and stability of the escarpment.  Some public 
safety risks were also identified, which Council has 
addressed as a priority to ensure the public can 
continue to safely visit the escarpment. 

The proposed Management Plan will shape the 
actions for how Council plans to manage the 
escarpment in the short, medium and long term to 
ensure its ecological and recreational values are 
maintained and enhanced. 

Responses to surveys are being sought until 23rd 
June.  Talks with local residents are being held and 
the last one was on 8th June, 2019 in Lower Moora 
Park. 

Basically, BCC wants the community to find a 
balance between ocean views, protecting the bush 
and stopping the road eventually falling into the sea. 

Project Timeline: 

Mid-2019 - Face to face and online engagement 
about uses of Shorncliffe Escarpment. Provide 
community with information about current issues.  

Mid-late 2019 - Summary of key technical and 
community engagement findings provided to 
community. 

Early 2020 - Summary of the draft Shorncliffe 
Management Plan released to the community. 

Late 2020 - Management plan strategies to 
commence, subject to funding.  

Post 2020 - Medium to long-term management plan 
strategies implemented. 
 

 
 
 

Commemorating Ray Henery 
On 20th May, Ray Henery’s wife, Emma, and 
daughter, Donna, made the special trip on Sandgate 
1 to scatter Ray’s ashes at sea near the former 
Compass Adjustment buoy.  They were 
accompanied by many of Ray’s crew and other 
VMRB members on our squadron boats as well as 
Paul Hollingdale’s and Shane Clarke’s vessels. 

Waterskiers Wanted! 
A Hervey Bay resident is seeking help to achieve a 
Guinness World Record in 2020.  The attempt is to 
have the most number of water skiers (more than 
145) towed behind a single boat for a nautical mile a 
couple of hundred metres off Hervey Bay’s shore! 

It has been done before: in 1986 in Cairns and in 
2012 in Strahan, Tas, where the current record was 
set.  People who were involved in Cairns and Strahan 
have pledged their support.  Chartered Accountant 
Craig is looking for some more like-minded people 
with whom he can share his dream. 

If you would like to be instrumental in planning and 
achieving this record, please contact Craig on 0414 
506 047 and, as he says, “together we can achieve 
this for HB (and have a lot of fun along the way!)”.
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Distress Beacons 
Having a distress beacon on board greatly increases 
chances of rescue in the event of a disaster.  
However it is important to keep it in the best 
condition.  The AMSA has the following advice: 

Like your mobile phone, keep your beacon dry and 
store it appropriately.  Refer to the manufacturer's 
user manual for specific instructions for your model. 

Distress beacons are stowed depending on the type. 
Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacons 
(EPIRBs) have mounting brackets, Emergency 
Locator Transmitters (ELTs) are installed 
permanently and Personal Locator Beacons (PLBs) 
are carried in pockets or lifejackets. It is important to 
keep distress beacons away from: 
 items that may accidentally knock the activation 

switch;  
 magnetic sources, such as microphones and radio 

speakers;  
 high pressure water sprays; and  
 children who may play with the beacon.  

To prevent your beacon being stolen, keep it locked 
away or out of sight when not in use. 

Do not store beacons in high temperatures. 

In a boat, an EPIRB should be stowed in its mounting 
bracket where it is visible and easy to access in an 
emergency. Some models are water activated when 
removed from the bracket. So please note that once 
removed, it will activate if it gets wet. For information 
on installing a float-free EPIRB, see our float-free 
EPIRBs page. 

It can also be stored in a grab bag along with flares, 
a torch or strobe light and other safety equipment. 
The grab bag prevents the beacon from too much 
rough treatment and provides a dry environment for 
all your safety gear. Long-term exposure to water will 
cause corrosion to your beacon and may render it 
useless in a distress situation.  

It is recommended to have an additional beacon 
stored in the vessel's life-raft. This beacon should be 
a manually-activated model so that in the event it 
gets wet inside the life-raft, it does not inadvertently 
activate.  

If wearing a PLB, ensure it is fitted near the shoulder 
of the lifejacket. If activated, the aerial will have a 
clear line of sight to the satellite.  

Note: You should use a 
manually operated EPIRB if 
you intend to store it in a 
grab bag or out of its 
bracket.  

Two more sites to check:   

Looking after your beacon 

Beacon types and models  
 

 
 

War on Waste 4017  
War on Waste 4017 was started 
on a Facebook page by 
concerned Sandgate resident 
Morag Shealy to clean up any 
and everywhere in the 4017 
postcode and this includes VMRB’s location.  The 
time has come for the mid-year clean-up which will 
be on Sunday, 30th June, starting at 7.30 a.m. near 
the playground area by Sandgate Pool.  As always, it 
is being supported by BCC who will provide all 
equipment needed on the day.   

Please come along and help to keep our beautiful 
area clean.  You may come and pick up equipment 
and bring to anywhere in the 4017 postcode to clean 
up your area.   

AMSA Accidents 
The Australian Maritime Safety Authority advised that 
last month of the 57 reported boating events, the 7 
ones considered serious all occurred in Queensland 
- which is a little odd, although perhaps the 
percentage of boating activity is greater in 
Queensland waters. 

Vessel type Incident 

Passenger 
Vessel collided with speed boat. 
No injuries occurred. 

Non-
passenger 

Passenger became unwell on 
board fishing charter and died. 

Passenger 

Vessel collided with a snorkeller 
resulting in minor injuries. 
Assistance and first aid 
administered. 

Passenger 

Collision occurred between a 
recreational and passenger 
vessel resulting in two injuries.  
The injured occupants were 
transported to hospital with 
serious, but non-life threatening 
injuries. 

Hire and drive 
Hire vessel flooded and sunk 
during charter.  Unfortunately the 
vessel could not be salvaged. 

Hire and drive 

Bung was removed to drain 
water, but unfortunately not 
replaced leading to water ingress 
and capsizing of vessel.  Vessel 
was salvaged. 

Fishing 
(Commercial) 

Master sustained severe injuries 
after being struck by equipment, 
first aid was administered and 
bleeding controlled.  Master was 
further treated in hospital. 

  

https://beacons.amsa.gov.au/about/float-free-epirbs.asp#install
https://beacons.amsa.gov.au/about/float-free-epirbs.asp#install
https://beacons.amsa.gov.au/maintenance
https://beacons.amsa.gov.au/about/beacon-types.asp
https://www.facebook.com/groups/147575505921776/

