
Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date  
With all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane 

Above: Striking new signage around our pontoon shows 
Kedron-Wavell Services Club’s support for VMR 

Brisbane.  Unfortunately they are victims of COVID-19 as 
they are unable to trade.  We’ll be anxiously awaiting our 
return to ‘normal’ and then we’ll be supporting Kedron-

Wavell Services Club. 

Around the Rigging 
Welcome to our new Members.  We look forward to 
seeing you around the base. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Who would have thought the world could change so 
drastically and so rapidly? But it has and will continue 
to do so for who knows how long.  For VMRB it 
means quite a lot of operational changes as you will 
see in the President’s Report on page 2 and in the 
notice from Secretary David on page 5.  Please 
carefully consider your activities at this time. We will 
always be there for you but at this time we ask you 
to be there for us by not being there -  i.e. out on the 
water unless you absolutely have an essential need 
to be on the water. 
As you can see in the Dates To Remember box 
above, there is a distinct shortage of activities as we 
cannot risk, and are not permitted, to put crowds 
together.  The Brisbane to Gladstone Yacht Race 
has been cancelled along with many other aquatic 
events and any boating should be for essential 
reasons only. 
As we saw on 31st March, things can change in a 
heartbeat at the moment.   Please keep up to date 
on what are essential reasons at the web sites listed 
on page 4 (Boating and COVID-19). 
Also there are no monthly Food Truck Events and 
that means our income from selling drinks has 
literally dried up. 
However you can still support VMRB’s fundraising 
efforts by buying raffle tickets in our Easter raffle 
which will be drawn on 17th April.  Tickets are only $5 
each and can be purchased on line at VMRB Easter 
Raffle.  If you haven’t seen the list of excellent prizes, 
check out page 8 (and then buy some tickets!). 
The cruise ship lines were the first to suffer: everyone 
will remember the initial disaster which the Diamond 
Princess ship became, followed by the Ruby 
Princess and many other ships.  For more up-to-date 
information on cruise ships turn to pages 9 and 10.

Boat Talk 
VMR Brisbane’s Monthly Newsletter 

VMR BRISBANE MARCH 2020 

FULL 

MEMBERS 

Bevan Bernadin 

Steve Kirk 

Phillip Lathrope 

Matthew Mason 

Patrick Moore 

5 

WATERSIDE 

ASSIST 

Kim Barden 

Darryl Brandley 

Jim Bugno 

Brendan Moutsastos 

David Smith 

5 

95 Allpass Pde, Shorncliffe Qld 4017   Ph: 07 3269 8888   Fax: 07 3269 2245  
www.vmrbrisbane.com.au           After Hours Emergency Mobile 0428 022 881   

DATES TO REMEMBER 
All our regular events have been postponed 

indefinitely. 
 

POLY VA’A-ALO OUTRIGGERS 
Moreton Island Double Crossing 

Saturday, 27th June, 2020 

VENUE MANAGER 

Tegan Hooper 

(Meet Tegan on page 7) 

VMR Brisbane is 
proudly supported 
by 
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President’s Report 
Who would have known that 
the whole world could change 
so quickly but it certainly has. 
Even while I have been trying 
to write this report, things have 
shifted once again and now 

recreational boating has not 
been classed as an essential activity, unless it is for: 
exercise. travelling to or from work, obtaining 
provisions and fishing for food.  (In my humble 
opinion the last point really does need some 
clarification.)   Remember this advice changed within 
a matter of hours so please keep yourself informed.    

Now before you shoot the Messenger, we are just 
passing on some information to try and keep you, 
your family, your loved ones, our Volunteers and 
everyone as safe as possible so we can get through 
this as quickly as possible. 

Absolutely everyone is affected by this virus.  It has 
altered the way we conduct our crew days as we try 
and maintain the distancing required to keep 
everyone safe.  Even this has changed over the last 
week to diverting calls - both phone and radio - even 
during our Rostered Duty Days to minimise the risk 
and the amount of non-essential travel our 
Volunteers need to do.  We are always there to assist 
you and now we ask you to assist us in keeping our 
Volunteers as safe as possible. 

If you do choose to go out boating, please make sure 
your vessel is well maintained, you have more than 
enough fuel, batteries charged, bungs in, tell 
someone where you are going and when you will be 
back.  As we all know, breaking down on the water is 
far different to breaking down on land.  For starters, 
it is a horrible walk home. 
I must commend all the volunteers for continuing to 
do the best for our community and this includes our 
Midweek Crew.  The grass keeps growing and 
general maintenance needs to be continued and our 
helpers are doing their utmost to keep everything 
shipshape at a time when people are not allowed to 
gather at clubs.  The Midweek Crew, to their credit, 
have split their activities across multiple days to 
reduce their numbers to two at a time at the Base.  

Reports from Marine Rescue and Australia 
Coastguard also emphasise the recommendation to 
self-isolate and to take the best care of yourselves 
and family you can.  If you look hard for a bright side, 
as volunteers we are not affected by pay cuts or job 
losses! 

Our regular activities have had to be cancelled but 
we hope to be able to reinstate them when this virus 
is behind us. Keep checking our Facebook page for 
the latest updates @VMR Brisbane. Please 
remember we are not setting the rules or directives, 
we are merely trying to provide you with information 

to keep you all safe.  So while we completely 
understand the frustrations, we appreciate those 
frustrations and anger not being directed at us. 

Another example of how quickly this situation has 
changed can be seen from our Fb post on 20th March. 
If you had been looking at it, you would have seen 
the following comment from our Social Media Officer:  
If you are planning some Self I-Sea-lating this 
weekend remember to tell someone where you are 
going and when you'll be back. 

As of today there is very little Self I-Sea-lating until 
further notice.  All I can say is the more of us that stay 
home now hopefully the quicker we can all get back 
on the water.  But it is up to us now.  Take the time to 
do all those maintenance jobs you have been putting 
off on your vessel and fishing gear and stay safe.  Or 
put your feet up and binge, watch Rex Hunt, ET or 
your favourite fishing show, I’m sure the family will 
love it and join you. 

We welcome our new members who are joining us at 
a time when they can’t really get out and about as 
much as they would like.  

I’m also very pleased to welcome Tegan Hooper who 
will be managing our Venue when it comes back on 
line.  She has experience in the hospitality industry 
and we look forward to taking advantage of that when 
we are able to use it again. 

Looking ahead, our Poly Va’a-Alo Outrigger Canoe 
Club are planning a big adventure: a 70km paddle 
over to Moreton Island and back in the one day.  Let’s 
hope they are able to carry it off. 

I cannot stress enough how much we want everyone 
to take precautions, and wash hands, wash hands, 
wash hands. 

Thomas Grice,  President,  VMR Brisbane  

PLEASE NOTE:  
These crews may operate on an on-call 
basis.  Therefore they may not be manning 

our base on the days listed. 
April 2020 Crew Roster 
Sat   4 Foxtrot Sun   5 November 

Fri 10 Bravo 

Sat 11 Charlie Sun 12 Papa 

Mon 13 Quebec  

Sat 18 Delta Sun 19 Sierra 

Sat    25 Foxtrot Sun 26 Tango 

May 2020 Crew Roster 
Sat   2 Alpha Sun   3 November 

Mon   4 Charlie 

Sat   9 Bravo Sun 10 Papa 

Sat 16 Delta Sun 17 Quebec 

Sat 23 Foxtrot Sun 24 Sierra 

Sat 30 Alpha Sun 31 Tango 
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Activations 

MARCH  

15th - Tow a disabled 14 metre yacht with engine 
trouble and 5 POB from 4 nm off Woody Point to 
Doughboy Creek. 

21st - Tow a disabled Searay powerboat with 3 POB 
from Tangalooma Wrecks to Scarborough Marina. 

21st - Tow a 6 metre powerboat with 4 POB from the 
Four Beacons to the Whyte Island boat ramp. 

21st - Tow a disabled 6 metre powerboat with 4 POB 
from the Fisheries Beacon to the Cabbage Tree 
Creek public ramp. 

(Charlie Crew were on the boat for 11 hours.)   

22nd – “Sierra crew was reduced to four crew so we 
could mitigate the potential impact of the Coronavirus 
and maintain the minimum crew requirements to 
respond to any requests.  The weather forecast was 
favourable for power boats with variable winds and 
temperatures around 30⁰C (late blush of summer).  
The whole of Brisbane heard the forecast and chose 
to practice social distancing by packing friends and 

family into their boats and heading off to 
Tangalooma!  The public boat ramp was packed with 
cars and trailers parked on the street. Tangalooma is 
such a beautiful location it never gets old.   

By mid-morning we had three jobs on the go 
concurrently – one in Bramble Bay and two at 
Tangalooma.  The first was a quick tow of a 5 metre 
power boat with fuel issues and 1 POB stuck in 
Bramble Bay and requiring a tow back to CTC public 
boat ramp.   
The second was a 5.5 metre power boat with 2 POB 
that had an outboard that didn’t want to play.  We 
located the vessel and crew on the beach near the 
Tangalooma Resort.  Within no time we had them 
under tow heading for Manly Boat Harbour.   

As we departed Tangalooma one of VMR Raby Bay’s 
boats passed us.  We hailed them down and they 
kindly agreed to take over the tow so we could go 
back and pick up the other vessel (Continued page 4) 

ACTIVE CREW ANNIVERSARY 
Congratulations and thank you to the following 
crew members who volunteered more than 5 years 
ago and who joined in March. 

Nino Aceto 2001 19 years 

Jean-Paul Cardoso 2007 13 years 

Shane Traversari 2012   8 years 

Col Nielsen 2012   8 years 

Garry Maher 2014   6 years 

Rob Wood 2014   6 years 

Sue Davies 2015   5 years 

Bryan Davies 2015   5 years 
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Activations (Continued) 

located just north of the Tangalooma wrecks.  We 
transferred passengers and vessel to the Raby Bay 
crew and headed off.   
It didn’t take long for us to locate the next disabled 
vessel with 4 POB and get them under tow.  The run 
across the Bay was magnificent with only just a ripple 
on the water – 20 knots all the way!!” 
28th - After-hours callout to tow a member’s 4.5 metre 
powerboat with 2 POB from the mouth of the 
Brisbane River to the Whyte Island boat ramp. 

Thank you to all the crews who are able to assist with 
any activations and who are on standby.  We really 
appreciate receiving activation details and photos to 
help promote VMR Brisbane.  Please email any 
information through to editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au 
and also to social.media@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

Boating and COVID-19  
On 31st March, Queensland’s Chief Health Officer 
was very clear – if you don’t need to be out then stay 
at home.  

However, as there is on land, there are exceptions 
that apply on water. 

Social distancing rules always apply – at the boat 
ramp and on your boat.  

You should only be on your boat alone, or with no 
more than one other person; or with family who 
ordinarily live in the same household as you. 

Some essential reasons you may need to use your 
boat could be to:  
1. exercise (e.g. kayaking/sailing/paddling etc); 
2. fish;  
3. get to and from work, where the work cannot 

reasonably be performed from home; 
4. get groceries; and 
5. provide assistance, care or support to an 

immediate member of the person’s family.” 

“We want people to be able continue their normal 
lives as much as possible under the current 
circumstances, but advice of the Chief Health Officer 
must be followed. 

Unless you have an essential need to be out - stay 
ashore.  If you do need to go out, stick to your local 
waters. “ 

 

 
 

“Be aware also that in the current environment 
volunteer marine rescue organisations may 
experience staff shortages and find it difficult to 
maintain normal levels of service to the boating 
community should you encounter difficulties on the 
water. 

Skippers are always responsible, generally this is 
applied to safety equipment, keeping proper look out 
and proceeding at a safe speed. 

In this pandemic, MSQ also asks skippers to be 
responsible and support the Chief Health Officer and 
help stop the spread of COVID-19. 

In addition, boaties are reminded that Seqwater has 
announced that, as from 26th March, all recreation 
areas at Seqwater-managed lakes and parks are 
closed until further notice. Commencing 31st March, 
Sunwater has also closed access to all Sunwater 
managed recreational areas, including dams, lakes 
and weirs. 

Also, the Department of Environment and Science 
has announced the closure of all camping areas 
within Queensland National Parks, state forests and 
recreational areas, while governments have placed 
restrictions on access to some remote and 
indigenous communities.” 

As previously mentioned, things are changing every 
day.  To keep up-to-date and stay legal, click on 
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-
alerts/coronavirus-covid-19 and  
https://www.australia.gov.au/” 

 
 

Australian Volunteer Coast Guard  

The advice is clear: if you can stay home, you must 
stay home.  Your exposure to others while refuelling, 
buying bait or being rescued in the event of an 
incident may contribute to the spread of coronavirus 
(COVID-19).   

This is tough. But each of us are being asked to make 
sacrifices to save lives.    

 

Think About This…  

The death rate for COVID-19 is only 2%. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
You’ve got 100 lovely jelly beans but 2 will kill you. 

Would you risk it?                      Take care everyone. 
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March in Summary 

Activations:             21  

Fuel Used:        1,645 

People Assisted: 23 

Coronavirus and VMRB  
We are certainly going through a trying time probably 
never experienced by any of us before, and 
everything is changing day by day. 

Management has been advised by all resident 
organisations that they will cease operations as 
groups immediately and, following discussions at the 
March Management meeting, certain restrictions will 
come into place immediately at VMRB premises, 
these being: 

 Closure of all facilities to the Public and all 
Members except for Crew on duty for emergency 
calls (i.e Main building both levels, barbecue area 
and radio room) 

 Access to amenities (toilets, showers, ramp, 
hardstand and pontoon) for Members with swipe 
card access only, however we remind everyone of 
the Government ruling on hygiene and distancing 
of persons and not gathering in groups 

 If you use any amenity, please ensure it is locked 
before leaving  

 Senior Vice President Ben Gillespie will 
correspond with all Masters regarding actions by 
Crew at the base or on call and liaison with 
Brisbane Water Police on certain rescue matters 

 Mid Week Maintenance Crew will split into small 
groups with agreed allocated jobs spread over 
week days. 

Please stay safe and observe the regulations being 
imposed by the authorities for the well-being of 
yourselves, families and the community as a whole 
and we will overcome the situation, Management will 
continue to meet (albeit by distant video 
conferencing), monitor changes and keep Members 

informed. 
David Massam, Hon Secretary 

Food Truck Event 
COVID 19 caused the usual monthly Food Trucks 
event on 20th March to be cancelled.  The need for 
social distancing meant VMRB and Charlie Crew 
could not risk drawing people together. 

Obviously we cannot predict when things will change 
but we can’t see any more Food Truck Events in the 
foreseeable future.  Naturally this affects our income 
but you can still support VMRB by buying raffle 
tickets which will be drawn on 17th April.  For more 
details and information on the excellent prizes on 
offer for just $5 a ticket, please see page 8 or contact 
jnr.vice.president@vmrbrisbane.com.au .  

 

New Kedron-Wavell Signage 
We were very pleased to have the brilliant new 
signage around our pontoon showing Kedron-Wavell 
Services Club’s support for our operations.   

However the coronavirus has had a major impact on 
their sponsorship of our squadron as they have been 
directed to cease trading.  With no operating income, 
we regret our sponsorship agreement is unable to 
continue.  We look forward to the time we can all 
return to the life to which we had become 
accustomed and then it will be members’ opportunity 
to support the Kedron-Wavell Services Club. 

Charlie Crew’s Day 
On 21st March, Charlie Crew had a very busy day as 
you can see from their path detailed below which 
meant they had 11 hours on the water!
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Poly Va’a-Alo Outrigger Canoes 
Moreton Island Crossing 

This is our annual Poly Va'a Moreton Crossing for 2020 
with a twist. It’s 70km there and back - in a day. The 
Club has done the crossing twice now, in 2018 and 
2019, and on previous crossings we stayed overnight 
and came back the next day.  Getting two clear days 
however has been a challenge with lots of 
postponements and sunk booking costs, so this time it’s 
both ways in one day!  See this link for our last crossing 
adventure. https://youtu.be/ncwzjjwzUfw 

The crossing will involve two crews from Poly Va’a of 
10-11 paddlers per crew who will attempt the first ever 
there and back in a day.  

Overall, it is a 70km 'static changeover' Adventure/ 
Challenge Paddle starting at 6am and back by 2pm-ish.  
About 8-9 hours total including an hour break on the 
island for lunch before heading back.  The Crossing will 
start at Shorncliffe and head to the wrecks on Moreton 
Island, turning around and then heading back.  We will 
only go if weather conditions are suitable for the 8 hour 
window of the crossing.  

Other selected clubs will be invited to attend but all 
invited clubs are responsible for their own support boat 
and crew arrangements.  On Saturday night we will hold 
an Umu, fire pit, function in the evening at VMRB….if 
people can still walk!  

The day has been selected to maximise tides and if 
weather is not on we will try to go on the Sunday.  We 
will know 2 days out if we need to switch to the Sunday. 
Costs for Poly Va'a Club members are estimated at 
$40-50 per paddler and cover support boat fuel and the 
evening function.  A separate event support boat for 
family, etc is also planned for selected Poly Va'a 
partners, supporters.  

This is a major club event for Poly Va'a and a good 
challenge for everyone to say you knocked off a 70km 
changeover paddle. Not many people can claim that! 
Full details will be out by the end of March. We hope 
invited clubs take up the challenge also and give your 
members a challenging event. 

 Close off will be end of April.  Let the 2020 Moreton 
Crossing adventure begin!  

 

Boating Weather 

Not only was it beautiful boating weather on the 
weekend of 20th/21st March but it was when the 
stricter measures were kicking in to prevent the 
spread of the coronavirus.  That means a lot of 
people took the opportunity to put their boats in the 
water, but now most recreational power boating is 
illegal! 

(Above) Kim and Trevor O’Loughlin were off to 
Moreton and (below) Greg Stack prepared to take his 
family to Peel Island for the day. 

And there is a first time for everyone.  This time it was 
Patrick and Kim Moore with their family who were 
christening their new vessel – and discovered that 
one of the important jobs before the boat leaves the 
trailer is to insert the bungs.  
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New Boat Ramp in CTC 

No, unfortunately it is not at our base but a little 
further up the creek than the public ramp. 

The Queensland Department of Transport and Main 
Roads owns and maintains over 430 pieces of 
marine infrastructure valued at about $153 million. 
These include assets such as state boat harbours, 
boat ramps, jetties, pontoons, floating walkways, 
channels, and breakwaters/rock groynes. 

The Queensland Government has committed to a 
$30 million 2-year extension of the Marine 
Infrastructure Fund (MIF) running from July 2018 to 
June 2020 to provide new and upgraded recreational 
boating facilities.  Projects to be delivered under the 
MIF from July 2018 to June 2020 were announced by 
the Labor Government during the 2017 election 
campaign.  The projects were identified through the 
2017 Recreational Boating Facilities Demand 
Forecasting Study.   

The project that interests us is the $1.3 million 
allocated for the new Cabbage Tree Creek Boat 
Ramp.  Preparatory work has already started on the 
boat ramp and floating walkway. 

 

The MIF is the capital component of the Marine 
Infrastructure Investment Program (MIIP).  The MIF 
and MIIP fund is responsible for: 

 public recreational boating facilities for launching 
and retrieving recreational trailer boats 

 maintaining depths in state boat harbours and 
selected high-use channels to ensure access to 
the busiest recreational boating facilities 

 pontoons and jetties for deeper-draught vessels 
such as yachts and powerboats, for pick-up and 
set-down of passengers and supplies, and limited 
commercial use.  

Temporary Closure of Boat Ramp 
There will be partial closure of the Dohles Rocks 
Road boat ramp from mid-January 2020 through to 
late-April 2020 (weather permitting) due to 
construction work.  Short intermittent full closures will 
be required for piling work and heavy lifting.  

 

 

New Venue Manager 
It’s ironic: we have been searching for a volunteer 
venue manager for some time and the minute we 
secure one, we have to shut down our venue! 

We are pleased to introduce Tegan Hooper. 

Tegan has just started 
with us and has a great 
background.  She is an 
accountant, and has 
experience in hospitality.  
Tegan is currently 
looking after the 
accounts of Sandbag in 
Sandgate. During the 
Coronavirus restrictions 
will be a good 
opportunity for Tegan to 
get acquainted with 
VMR and our squadron 
in Brisbane.   

For more information about our venue, please 
contact Paul Hollingdale on 0416 699959 or email 
him at jnr.vice.president@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

Cabbage Tree Creek Casualty 

Spotted at high tide on the left hand side of Cabbage 
Tree Creek (opposite the trawlers) but no-one seems 
to know what happened to make the yacht sink.  

Groups of VMRB 

Our Association is made up of the following clubs. 
Please click on the logo to find out more details  
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Easter Raffle 
There is the opportunity to win some good prizes in our Easter raffle while helping VMRB with fund-raising so 
we can continue to operate.  Tickets are available now at $5 each or buy a book of 10 to sell on our behalf.  To 
buy tickets on line go to VMRB Easter Raffle or for more info contact jnr.vice.president@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Prize details:  

Skippered day sail for up to 12 guests to Moreton Island on 12 metre catamaran ' Moreton Magic' See website for details. 3 hour 
sail over and 4 hours at the island. Departing marina at approximately  0700 and returning approximately 1700. BYO food and 
beverage. Galley, BBQ and refrigeration available on board. Subject to weather guests will be able to fish, snorkel, kayak and 
hopefully see dolphins, turtles and dugongs. Bookings are essential and subject to availability. Not redeemable for cash. Peak 
holidays dates are excluded. Must be used by 30/11/2019 and the recommended retail value is $2000. 

Volunteer Marine Rescue Brisbane Inc. 
Easter Raffle  

The raffle will be drawn at the VMR Brisbane Food Trucks night on 17th April 2020  
at 1900 hours 

Prize details: 
2nd Prize details: 

This prize is for 2 Adults and 2 Children. The prize is a PREMIUM DOLPHIN FEEDING DAY CRUISE Including: • Return launch 
transfers from Brisbane • Choice of a signature island tour: 1. 4WD Desert Safari Tour 2. Marine Discover Cruise 3. Whale Watch 
Tour (Jun-Oct) 4. Aussie Jet Boat 5. Wrecks Snorkel Tour • Wild Dolphin Feeding Experience at sunset • Complimentary dolphin 
feeding photo (digital copy) • Free Eco Ranger Experiences • 1 x Beverage Voucher per person to be used on boat transfer. • 
VIP day lounge access and shower facilities. • Lunch Voucher ($20 Adult / $15 Child) or a packed lunch included onboard the 
Whale Watch Cruise. • Full use of resort facilities and free activities • Holt Street Wharf Parking for one car for the duration of 
your visit. To book your day cruise, winner must contact reservations at Tangalooma and quote winning voucher number .  
This prize voucher expires on 30/11/2020 and is valued at rrp $715. 

3rd Prize details: 
This prize is for one night’s luxury accommodation for two people in a Privilege Room including full 
buffet breakfast.  Prize must be taken by 30/11/2020 and RRP is $250. 

https://vmrb.square.site/product/easter-raffle-2020/62?cs=true%20
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Cruise Anyone? 
Your editor and her husband were due to board the 
Ruby Princess on 4th April for a trip from Sydney to 
Vancouver and then on to the Grand Princess on 8th 
May for a cruise up the Inside Passage of Alaska.  So 
you’ll understand why there is a tendency to report more 
about Princess. 

As we all now know, cruise ships are not going 
anywhere and the Ruby and Grand Princesses followed 
their sister ship, the Diamond Princess, in having 
coronavirus victims on board and then even more 
passengers on other ships suffered the same fate later.  

When the first people were diagnosed on the Diamond 
Princess, no-one had any idea that it would become an 
absolutely disastrous pandemic so management was 
not exactly ideal. 

On 12th March, Princess’ notification said: “In proactive 
response to the unpredictable circumstances evolving 
from the global spread of COVID-19 and in an 
abundance of caution, Princess Cruises announced 
that it will voluntarily pause global operations of its 18 
cruise ships for two months (60 days), impacting 
voyages departing March 12 to May 10.  Other cruise 
lines followed but most set resail dates in April.  
Obviously the world-wide situation will mean even more 
changes and no-one can even begin to predict the 
future. 

Before the cancellation we were told “It is possible that 
entry requirements for the countries on your cruise may 
change and your itinerary may be modified or some 
guests may be required to stay on board.” 

The next notification was that everything was being 
done to organise different destinations but we were 
warned that everyone else was doing the same and 
there were limited options.  

Princess said: “Changing a ship's itinerary involves 
multiple complex factors, including port and berth 
availability which is a fluid and dynamic situation, 
government regulations on immigration and itineraries, 
calculations on distance and speed required between 
ports, supply chain operations for provisions, goods, 
and fuel, and crew rotations. 

These are issues and decisions that teams of people 
who usually plan itineraries undertake two to three 
years in advance and are now trying to amend as 
quickly as possible. Simultaneously, other cruise lines 
are also making itinerary changes and, in some cases, 
inquiring on the availability of the same ports, adding 
to the complexity.“ 

Of course our musings on whether to cancel our cruises 
became irrelevant once the ships were withdrawn from 
service. 

There are 89 cruise lines around the world so that 
means they all have to find somewhere to park their 
ships for an indefinite amount of time.  

At the time of writing, most of the ships are anchored in 
various clusters around the world with the tag “Paused” 
or “Awaiting Orders”.    There are several near Fort  

 

 

Lauderdale, Southampton, California, Auckland, 
Sydney – as well as the Queen Elizabeth hanging out 
with cargo ships at Gladstone, Pacific Dawn at 
Brisbane’s Grain Store, the Majestic Princess off Perth.  
Some are still sailing, such as the Queen Mary 2 which 
is heading home with passengers who cannot fly so 
could not be disembarked at Perth and is currently near 
South Africa.  If you want to see where the ships are  
click on https://www.cruisin.me/cruise-ship-tracker/

 

Many of the cruises were cut short but people are 
receiving refunds and future cruise credits.  We wonder 
how many people will want to board another ship after 
their experience!  For instance, “the Coral Princess 

(which left San Antonio on 7th March for a 14 day 

cruise to Buenos Aires) made a port call to 
Montevideo, Uruguay, on March 21 to take delivery of 
supplies and fuel.  No guests were permitted to 
disembark. The ship continued to encounter difficulty 
disembarking their guests due to port closures and 
changing regulations, therefore Coral Princess set sail 
directly for Fort Lauderdale, and is due to arrive there 
on 4th April.  There are 1,024 guests on board.” 

Passengers on the Diamond Princess received a lot of 
publicity, especially those closeted in inside cabins.  We 
can feel for those on the Coral Princess as they will 
have been on board for almost a month, with no ports 
to break the monotony. 

How curious is this: In mid-March a crew member was 
placed in isolation on-board the MV Corona, along with 
another crew member who was on the same flight from 
Turkey. They had been on a flight with six other people 
who then boarded Italian-flagged cruise liner MV 
Aidamira in Cape Town. 

Nobody knows where this is going.  What is happening 
to the crews, many of whom come from poor 
communities?  Salaries among onboard cruise line 
employees vary enormously based on position and 
seniority. There is a clear distinction between the staff 
(i.e. those in higher roles who are salaried such as Front 
Desk, Entertainment, Navigation Officers, etc.) and 
crew (i.e. those on service positions that rely primarily 
on gratuities as their income). For the crew/service 
employees, even if they are getting paid their minimum 
salary based on the minimum daily gratuity that cruise 
lines charge all guests depending on cabin class, this is 
still a very small percentage compared to the additional 
tips that most guests give to service employees for their 
hard work. Most service employees make the sacrifice 
of working on ships to                     (continued page 10) 
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Cruise Anyone? (continued) 

support large families in their home countries. If there 
were adequate employment opportunities at home, 
many would not choose to work away from home for 
months at a time. 

Those on some ships like the Celebrity Edge are more 
fortunate than others.  It has been reported that: 
“Celebrity Edge is in the Caribbean and the Captain just 
moved all crew in to guest cabins. They had a raffle for 
who received suites, balcony rooms, etc. All restaurants 
/bars on board have half price/crew member prices. Wifi 
is now free for everyone and they are still receiving their 
traditional pay while docked in the ocean for 30 days.” 

Many small islands are imposing strict lock-down 
measures to combat the coronavirus, denying access 
to supply vessels and prohibiting human-to-human 
contact during aircraft refuelling, amid fears their small 
healthcare systems could be over-run. Island residents 
understand that coronavirus infection could be 
catastrophic due to a lack of medical facilities.   
Although they are protecting their inhabitants, they are 
also at risk of running out of the processed foods which 
are normally brought in and, of course, for many of the 
islands cruise ships are a critical source of income for 
their small and fragile economies.  History tells us it’s 
often the most vulnerable economies that get hit the 
hardest but at least they generally have the warmer 
temperatures that the virus doesn’t like. 

Of course there are smaller passenger vessels that are 
being denied entry to ports around the world and it is 
concerning that they may become stranded at sea. 

At the moment no crew changes are permitted and 
those who are docked are staying onboard, no shore 
leave for anyone. Internet access is free and they can 
enjoy some areas normally reserved for passengers. 
CLIA defines how are they paid so some of them 
receive full wages and benefits while others are not so 
lucky, very similar to during the dry dock operations. 
Some companies have flown some of crew members 
home where they have to go through quarantine or self-
quarantine for 14 days. 

Technical operations 
did not change much, 
there are forwarded 
maintenance projects 
as now there is an 
opportunity to perform 
them. Ship’s diesels 
still run, HVAC, safety equipment etc. If the industry 
comes to laying off the ships they will keep minimum 
number of crew members to run the maintenance 
needed. 

Some bans are being imposed on cargo ships.  
Shipping Australia Limited (SAL) is strongly opposed to 
any 14-day ban on ships regardless of which port 
authority imposes the ban. 

“Every day that a cargo ship is at sea costs about 
A$25,000 and an entry into port is about A$250,000. 
Some of those sailings to Australia from freight hubs of  

 

 

global importance such as Singapore and Port Klang 
(Malaysia) take about six to eight days.”  With the bans 
imposed by Australia and NZ, it means a ship effectively 
has a 28 day exclusion period. 

“Shipping lines simply cannot afford to pay for ships to 
uselessly wait around and not deliver freight for six to 
eight days while they wait for a 14-day period to elapse.”  
This would lead to increased costs and shortages of 
goods being delivered. 

No one knows how long this crisis last, or how quickly 
the global economy will rebound.  We can only hope 
that effective vaccines are implemented sooner rather 
than later in an attempt to limit the deathly effects of the 
coronavirus. 

On March 19 Carnival Corporation, the world's largest 
leisure travel company, announced that “select cruise 
ships from the company’s global cruise line brands, 
including Carnival Cruise Line, Holland America Line, 
Princess Cruises and P&O Cruises Australia, will be 
made available to communities for use as temporary 
hospitals to help address the escalating impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on healthcare systems around 
the world.” 

“Carnival Corporation is calling on governments and 
health authorities to consider using cruise ships as 
temporary healthcare facilities to treat non-COVID-19 
patients, freeing up additional space and expanding 
capacity in land-based hospitals to treat cases of 
COVID-19. As part of the offer, interested parties will 
be asked to cover only the essential costs of the ship's 
operations while in port.” 

“If needed, cruise ships are capable of being quickly 
provisioned to serve as hospitals with up to 1,000 
hospital rooms that can treat patients suffering from 
less critical, non-COVID-19 conditions. These 
temporary cruise ship hospital rooms can be quickly 
converted to install and connect remote patient 
monitoring devices over the ship’s high-speed network 
– providing cardiac, respiratory, oxygen saturation and 
video monitoring capabilities. The rooms also have 
bathroom facilities, private balconies with access to 
sun and fresh air, as well as isolation capabilities, as 
needed.” 

“Additionally, cruise ships being used as temporary 
hospital facilities to treat non-COVID-19 patients 
would have the ability to provide up to seven intensive 
care units (ICUs) in the ship’s medical centre equipped 
with central cardiac monitoring, ventilators and other 
key medical devices and capabilities.” 

“The temporary hospital cruise ships would be berthed 
at a pier near the community in need and operated by 
the ship’s crew, with all maritime operations, food and 
beverage, and cleaning services provided by crew 
members on the ship. Medical services would be 
provided by the government entity or hospital 
responsible for fighting the spread of COVID-19 within 
that community.” (Sounds like a good idea and would 
happen to help with recovering some shipping costs…) 

Good luck everyone. 
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