
Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date with 
all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane 

VMR Brisbane is 
proudly supported by 

 

Photos: Sierra Crew had a difficult job with this sinking  

11m vessel.  See page 3 for how that day progressed. 
(Thanks to Kim for the photos.) 

Around the Rigging 
Welcome to our new Waterside Assist Members.  
We hope you appreciate the support from VMRB. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are two urgent notices for members, both on 
page 4.  The first is a warning to anyone who uses 
our boat ramp and the second notice calls for 
volunteers to man our base on Anzac Day  

Our hard-working Social Convenor, Paul Hollingdale, 
has come up with an event that should be a lot of fun 
as well as a fund raiser for us.  Barefoot Bowls at the 
Pine River Bowls Club on 26th April is actually free 
but you will get special discounts for a pre-ordered 
meal and drinks.  For booking to support VMRB, see 
page 9. 

As advised last month, Gordon Kreutzer has taken 
over as Treasurer and you can read about what a 
great volunteer he is on page 4. 

Are you wanting to earn some extra money and 
happy to work behind our bar?  See page 5 for the 
way to follow this up. 

On page 6 you will see what our associate groups, 
the Xiang Dragons, Sandgate Paddling Club, 
Sandgate Yacht Club and Polynesian Va’a-Alo 
Outriggers have been doing over the last month. 
Members are invited to participate in the Anzac Day 
march at Sandgate. See page 7 for how to register 
to march as representatives of VMRB.   

The Sandgate QCWA Ladies who meet at VMRB will 
be holding a Trivia Night on Friday night 7th June.  All 
welcome.  

. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
BAREFOOT BOWLS 

Pine Rivers Memorial Bowls Club 
Friday, 26th April, 2019 
5.00 p.m. – 9.00 p.m. 

FOOD TRUCK EVENT 
Hosted by Sierra Crew on  

Friday, 17th May, 2019 

4.00 p.m. to 8.00 p.m. 

SANDGATE PADDLING CLUB 

Wetland Wander 

Sunday, 2nd June, 2019 

ACTIVE CREW 
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mailto:cwasandgate@gmail.com
http://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/
http://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/


VMR BRISBANE 2              MARCH 2019 
 

President’s 

Report 
Welcome to our new 
Waterside Assist Members 
and our New Active Crew 
Members on rotation with 
our Duty Crews.  I look 
forward to meeting you and 
hearing your experiences 
with and thoughts on VMR Brisbane. 

Sometimes as Management we need to make 
extremely hard decisions for the protection of our 
Association and its Members.  We were faced with 
one of these decisions recently about our Boat 
Ramp.  

After sourcing a report to see if we could consider 
repairing the existing ramp or if it needed 
replacement, it became very evident the Ramp was 
beyond repair. 

Our Ramp was built in 1970 by a team of dedicated 
Volunteers and has served us well for nearly 50 
years.  During this time it has seen over 71,000 tidal 
movements, who knows how many storm surges and 
other weather events.  Unfortunately all of this has 
taken its toll on the Ramp and Management has had 
to make the very hard decision to implement 
Restricted Use of the Boat Ramp. 

Please read the announcement about this on Page 4 
for further information on what this means. 

If you have any contacts in the Boat Ramp building 
industries, please let Management know so that we 
can try and get this issue addressed and completed 
as quickly as possible.  

We have been lucky enough to have had a long- 
standing relationship with St Joseph’s Nudgee 
College.  Recently we received advice that they will 
no longer be conducting Marine Studies and as such 
no longer require the shed in our Hardstand. 

We thank St Joseph’s Nudgee College for their 
support and hope that if they decide to bring back 
Marine Studies we can work together again. 

As always when one door closes another opens ….  

Sandgate Paddling Club has gone from strength to 
strength over the last few years becoming the largest 
Paddling Club in Queensland with over 180 
members as well as being recognised as Club of the 
Year in Canoeing Circles. 

With this growth, the Sandgate Paddling Club had 
outgrown their existing shed in our Hardstand.  They 
were unsuccessful in a Grant Application to upgrade 
and extend the existing shed. 

Not long after this the Nudgee shed became 
available for which the Sandgate Paddling Club was 
quick to make an offer. 

 

 

We are happy to continue to support Sandgate 
Paddling Club by coming to an agreement for them 
to move into the larger Nudgee Shed. 

And as things seem to go we have already received 
an offer for the old Sandgate Paddling Club shed 
which Management are currently considering.  

It is great to see our Affiliate Groups going from 
strength to strength and calling VMR Brisbane home.  
You can see some of their success on Page 6. 

With ANZAC Day approaching, we require 
Volunteers for Duty as well as any Active Crew that 
would like to march in the local ANZAC Day Parade 
and Service. 

From talking to our Volunteers that are Ex- and 
Current Service Men and Women, it is important to 
them that we keep this ANZAC Tradition alive for 
future generations and they welcome the likes of 
VMR to attend to keep the ANZAC Spirit alive. 

If you can assist with either manning the base or 
attending the ANZAC March, please let myself or our 
Senior Vice President, Ben Gillespie know as soon 
as possible. 

Safe Boating 

Thomas Grice 

President, VMRB  

 

Groups of VMRB 

Our Association is made up of the following clubs. 
Please click on the logo to find out more details.  

 
.

April 2019 Crew Roster 
Sat    6 Foxtrot Sun  7 Sierra 

Sat 13 Charlie Sun 14 Tango 

Fri 19 Papa Sat 20 Alpha  

Sun 21 November Mon 22 Tango 

Thurs 25 Volunteers Sat 27 Bravo  

Sun 28 Papa  

May 2019 Crew Roster 
Sat   4 Foxtrot Sun   5 Quebec 

Mon   6 Tango 

Sat 11 Charlie Sun 12 Sierra 

Sat 18 Alpha Sun 19 Tango 

Mon 25 Bravo Sun 26 November 

http://www.syc.org.au/
http://sandgate.canoe.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/PVOCCShorncliffe/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Xiang-Dragons-130932637540881/


Activation Report 

MARCH 

2nd March - VMR Brisbane hosted a SAREX with 
Redcliffe Coast Guard QF3 and  Marine Rescue 
Bribie Island 445.  This exercise is vital for the 
ongoing development, improvement of skills and 
knowledge of volunteer personnel.  

3rd - Neil Sheppard reported: “We had another 
amazing crew day.  The weather forecast was not 
conducive to power boating with winds forecast to 
blow 15+ knots for most of the day.  The Base was 
very busy in the morning with paddlers, outrigger 
people and Scouts everywhere.  It was great to see 
the facilities being fully utilised.  We based our day 
around a planned attempted pump-out of a sailing 
vessel lying on its side in Cabbage Tree Creek.  The 
plan was to meet with the owner in the early 
afternoon as a low tide was predicted for 14:00.  So, 
in the morning we practiced our towing and 
seamanship skills.  Around midday we received a 
call to assist a 9m yacht with engine trouble located 
in the Brisbane River.  This call put our plan for the 
afternoon at risk.  We set off from the Base at best 
speed given the sea conditions – the larger waves 
were just short of a metre.  We located the vessel 
with 2 POB on the Bulimba side of the River just 
upstream from the Cruise Terminal.  Somehow the 
vessel had been manoeuvred into the inside of a 
private pontoon with limited access.  We determined 
the best course of action was to tow the vessel stern 
first with Sandgate 1 also reversing out of the 
pontoon.  We managed the extraction with a bow line 
to stop it swinging and hitting a nearby pylon.  When 
we had the vessel in clear water, the owner anchored 
the vessel and we came along side for a traditional 
side by side tow downstream to the vessel’s usual 
mooring.  Awesome job Sierra crew including our 
new recruits Kim and Sarah!  

Conscious of our planned afternoon activity and a 
turning tide, we made our way back to 
Base.  Fortunately conditions had eased making our 
return voyage much more pleasant.  We soon 
hooked up with the owner of the sunken 11m vessel 
and Thomas Grice joined us to lend a hand.   

We had the water pump working away feverishly 
(see pic top right) however, as the tide came in, the 
sorry state of the vessel meant that more water was 
entering than we had any hope of pumping out.  After 
an hour or so the owner called it quits so we packed 
up our gear and headed back to Base.“ 

10th - Tow a disabled 6m powerboat with 4 POB from 
the entrance to Blue Hole to Nudgee Floodway ramp.  

16th - Tow a disabled houseboat with 1 POB from the 
mouth of Cabbage Tree Creek to a pontoon in 
Cabbage Tree Creek.  

22nd - Busy afternoon for our Call Out volunteers with 
two calls for assistance on the Bay.  The first job 
involved a disabled 5.3 tinny with 3 POB which was 
towed from the Measured Mile back to Pinkenba. 

Then a second job involved a 6m fibreglass boat with 
2 POB which was towed from Bramble Bay back to 
Shorncliffe. 

23rd - Called out by Water Police to search for a jetski 
missing off Redcliffe.  The search was called off as 
our vessel was leaving Cabbage Tree Creek.  

31st – The first of two jobs for Quebec Crew involved 
towing a disabled 4.5m powerboat with 2 POB from 
adjacent to the Coffee Pots to the Whyte Island boat 
ramp. 

The second job saw the crew assist the owner to 
relocate and anchor a 15m houseboat in Cabbage 
Tree Creek. 

Thank you to all the crews who are able to assist with 
any activations and who are on standby.  We really 
appreciate receiving activation details and photos to 
help promote VMR Brisbane.  Please email any 
information through to editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au 
and also to social.media@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

ACTIVE CREW ANNIVERSARY 

Congratulations and thank you to the following 
crew members who volunteered more than 5 years 
ago and who joined in March. 

Nino Aceto  2001  18 years 

Jean-Paul Cardoso   2007  12 years 

Shane Traversari 2012   7 years 

Col Nielsen 2012   7 years 

Garry Maher 2014   5 years 

Rob Wood 2014   5 years 
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hhttps://coastguard.com.au/flotilla/qf3-redcliffe/
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mailto:editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au
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VMRB Boat Ramp 

Attention all users of Volunteer Marine Rescue 
Brisbane Inc. (VMRB) boat ramp: 

Recently the Management Committee engaged an 
independent civil / structural engineering firm to 
inspect the VMRB boat ramp to determine whether it 
could be repaired or required replacing.  
Unfortunately, the condition of the boat ramp is far 
worse than anyone anticipated, such that the only 
viable long-term solution is to replace it. 

The Engineer’s report noted the poor condition of the 
bottom of the VMRB boat ramp with segments of 
concrete broken off, exposing corroded steel 
reinforcing bars.  The Engineer then stated that 
“This is a dangerous situation, both for the 
stability and integrity of the concrete Ramp, and 
for anyone using the Ramp.  The creek bed has 
been eroded under the lower end of the Ramp.” 

In the interests of safety of all users of the VMRB 
boat ramp, the Management Committee has no 
choice but to advise all users of the situation and 
apply restriction to its further use. 

Effective immediately, use of the VMRB boat 
ramp is restricted for launching and retrieving 
vessels to between half tide and high tide.  To 
avoid doubt, a red line has been painted on the 
VMRB boat ramp indicating the half tide mark.  
Further, people are prohibited from approaching 
the bottom of the VMRB boat ramp from sea or 
land due to the risk of injury from the exposed 
steel reinforcing bars and instability of the end of 
the ramp.  Signage has been installed at the 
entrance to the VMRB boat ramp advising of the 
restrictions. 

As an interim measure, we have engaged the 
Engineer to provide guidance on the possibility of 
undertaking interim repairs to make the ramp safe for 
normal use.  Further communication will be provided 
should an interim solution be deemed safe. 

The Management Committee apologises for any 
inconvenience caused by these restrictions but 
safety must come first.  Rest assured the 
Management Committee is working hard to identify 
both interim and long-term solutions to this problem. 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Volunteers Wanted – 25th April  
 

 

 

Due to a mix up in our annual roster, we do not have 
any members to man our base on the Anzac Day 
public holiday on Thursday, 25th April.  This is a day 
many people take the opportunity to make use of 
their boat and it could well just be the day when they 
need VMRB to get them back safely. 

PLEASE VOLUNTEER. 

If you can help VMRB be operational on Anzac Day, 
please let Ben Gillespie know by emailing him on 
snr.vice.president@vmrbrisbane.com.au or, if you 
would prefer to sign up on line, let him know you can 
volunteer on Anzac Day by registering on 
volunteersignup.org/9F4YK 

Know Your VMR Management 

We have great 
pleasure in 
introducing our 
new Treasurer, 
Gordon Kreutzer.  

Gordon joined 
VMR Brisbane in 
September 2017 
and was happy to 
be assigned to 
Tango Crew in 
December that 
year with Duty 
Master, Karl Nast.   

Being a former bookkeeper, Gordon is the perfect 
person to take on our Treasurer role but it may well 
impact on his other volunteering positions.  As he is 
semi-retired, he also helps out with the mid-week 
crew every second Tuesday and also Charlie Crew 
whenever he can because he really enjoys the crew 
days and meeting so many great people.   

Gordon and his wife, Ann, have always enjoyed the 
water; in fact, they met when he was working in 
sports diving and Ann was a scuba diver who crewed 
on an old ketch every month.   

Like so many of us, life with two children kept the 
Kreutzers busy but shortly after joining VMRB, they 
became the proud owners of a 5.3m Haines 
Signature cuddy cabin.   

The Kreutzers aim to spend time living aboard a 
larger boat while touring the reef but we hope they 
stay settled while Gordon is working towards his 
second stripe and continuing his fantastic community 
service 
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March in Summary 
Activations:          27 
Fuel Used:    1,597 
People Assisted:     16 

 

Food Truck Event 

Papa Crew were meant to be on duty for the 
February Food Trucks and were all prepared but 
then the heavens opened and there was no choice 
but to cancel the event.  The next Food Truck 
evening will not be on in April due to Easter but will 
be on Friday, 17th May with Sierra Crew serving 
drinks including boutique beers provided by the All 
Inn Brewing Co.   

Come along and support your club while having a 
night off domestic chores.  Club members are invited 
to stay later to take the opportunity to catch up with 
fellow members; you can meet upstairs if you like.  
 

VMRB Venue - Bar Staff Needed 
Holding events at our base with its bar is one way we 
fund raise to keep our squadron afloat.  However we 
need to have people to operate the bar.   

If you have a Responsible Service of Alcohol 
Certificate (or would like to obtain one), and would 
like some paid work, please contact Chris Edwards 
on 0417 605581 to obtain further details. 

Shorncliffe Escarpment 
Brisbane CC is developing a management plan for 
the Shorncliffe Escarpment – the cliff face near 
Moora Park.  In view of the crowds expected at the 
Easter Bluewater Festival, removal of loose rocks 
and installation of temporary fencing will be 
undertaken to make the area safer.  While this is 
being done, the informal path along the foreshore 
from Frank Doyle Park to Moora Park, and the 
gazebo next to the Lower Moora carpark, will be 
closed. 

 

Senior Crew Members 

Congratulations to Darren Bates and Mike Henwood 
on being awarded Senior Crew status.  This means 
they are entitled to add anchors to their epaulettes. 

For your information, “Senior” is not a rank: it is an 
appointment by Management based on experience 
and leadership skills and is relevant to only the four 
ranks listed below:  

 Senior Radio Operator 

 Senior Crew 

 Senior VMRAQ Coxswain 

 Senior MSQ Coxswain 

The only other position that displays an anchor is 

that of Duty Officer but, as a minimum, that person 

must have attained VMRAQ Coxswain level. 

Other VMR Units 

It is only when you travel to other units, you realise 
how different they all are.  They have to make the 
best of the local terrain to obtain the best view of the 
waters they patrol.  Gordon Kreutzer found the 
Round Hill unit was well equipped and their separate 
designated radio room is on top of the headland with 
a spectacular vista. 

Meanwhile your editor was in the Wooli, NSW, area 
and saw the more modest unit there.  They also have 
a good view over the river entrance and seascape 
although their building is not as impressive as at 
Round Hill.  Their boat is moored some distance 
away, mainly because the closest ramp is unsafe 
and, unfortunately, we can relate to that. 

http://allinnbrewingco.com/
http://allinnbrewingco.com/
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Xiang Dragons 
On 22nd and 23rd March, our Xiang Dragons 
competed at the Queensland State Championships 
at Lake Kawana on the Sunshine Coast.   

It was a fantastic weekend of racing, sportsmanship 
and glory!  Two boats were entered in the 200m 10s 
racing: the Premier Mixed who made it through to the 
Semi Finals and just missed out on the Grand Final 
by .04 of a second, and the Premier Women’s who 
came 4th in their Grand Final. 

Polynesian Va’a-Alo Outriggers 
On 21st March some very keen children were given 
the great opportunity to see what paddling is about 
on a 12 seater outrigger. 

Last year, with a VMRB safety boat accompanying 
them, our Outriggers had a weekend jaunt from 
VMRB across to Moreton Island, changing Crews 
along the way, staying overnight and returning the 
next day.  They are planning the same again on the 
weekend of 22nd and 23rd June, but this time on a 
much larger scale with other clubs also participating. 

Sandgate Paddling Club 
(Formerly Sandgate Canoe Club) 

Club President John Blackley reports an unpredicted 
increase in 2018/19 membership to 181 members, 
which brings the Club to being the strongest in 
Queensland and this was recognised by an award 
from the State Body for efficient planning and 
Management. 

With the increased growth came a problem: where to 
store kayaks and equipment to cater for racing, 
social, and more advanced activities. 

When it was advised that the much larger Nudgee 
College shed was becoming vacant, an approach 
was made to Management to take up the lease and 
approval was given.  The transition will be taking 
place over the next few weeks.  Management 
congratulates the Sandgate Paddling Club on the 
increased membership and the award.  

(Above) Members paddling on Lake Cootharaba in 
perfect conditions recently. (Photo by Wayne Berry.) 

The Club will be holding the annual Wetlands 
Wander Race Day, open to all classes of paddling 
and Juniors, through the wetlands on 2nd June from 
08.00 to 12 noon. . 

Sandgate Yacht Club 
On 24th/25th March the King of Bramble Bay Regatta 
was held with some of the competitors coming from 
far afield. The 505 class winning crew and Overall 
King of Bramble Bay was Earle Alexander and 
Rasmus Goerge while the Flying Fifteen class 
winning crew was Greg and Laurie Williamson. 

Photos: Paul Young 
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Anzac Day March 
It would be good to see members march to remember 
all Australians who served and died in war and on 
operational service past and present.  To let us know 
you will be marching, please register at 
https://volunteersignup.org/X3CW7.  The march will 
start at 9 am on 25th April at Sandgate Courthouse, 
Keogh St.  Please wear your VMR uniform. 

Vale Robert Brock 
Redcliffe Coast Guard QF3 and Marine Rescue 

Bribie Island 445 came together with VMR Brisbane 

on 2nd March to pay respects on the recent passing 

of Marine Rescue Queensland’s State Training 

Officer Robert Brock, a great trainer and mentor to 

many who will be dearly missed. 

Dangerous Jelly Fish 
We advise that the dangerous Morbakka fenneri  
(commonly known as the Fire Jelly Fish) has just 
been sighted in the Redcliffe region (pic below).  It can 
be clear, pink or red, is potentially lethal and can be 
found from Port Douglas right down to Sydney.  In the 
Southern Hemisphere, it can be active from February 
to April, and in June, November and December. 

Identifying Attributes:  Tall, robust, rectangular body 
with magenta warts and four thick, flat tapeworm- like 
tentacles.  Bell height to 15 cm (about 6 inches). 

 

 
 

Queensland Police Service 
On 22nd March, the ‘QPV Dan Stiller’ and ‘QPV 
Casey Blain’ were officially commissioned at 
Brisbane Water Police in honour of their two fallen 
officers.    

The 11.3 metre patrol vessel Stern Drive was named 
‘QPV Dan Stiller’ in honour of Sergeant Daniel Arthur 
Stiller who served with the QPS from October 2001 
until his tragic death from a traffic incident on 1st 
December, 2010. 

The new vessel will provide offshore capabilities with 
a 1500 litre fuel tank and an endurance of 
approximately 15 hours at a cruising speed of 24 
knots.  This modern Class Two police vessel will 
provide essential waterborne capabilities for general 
duty officers as well as the traditional roles of search 
and rescue and law enforcement.  This vessel 
replaces the previous ‘QPV P.G. Kidd’ 12 metre 
patrol vessel. 

The 11.3 metre tactical response vessel was named 
‘QPV Casey Blain’ in honour of Constable Casey 
Blain who served with the QPS from May 2009 until 
his tragic death from a traffic incident on 29th March, 
2013.  This vessel replaces the current tactical vessel 
at Water Police Brisbane. 

With a top speed in excess of 50 knots, the tactical 
vessel will provide essential waterborne capabilities 
to specialist officers and the Special Emergency 
Response Team (SERT). 

 

SAREX 

On 2nd March VMR Brisbane hosted a Search and 
Rescue Exercise with Redcliffe Coast Guard QF3 
and Marine Rescue Bribie Island 445.  It is always 
beneficial to have our units together where we can 
share experiences and continue our learning curves.  

https://volunteersignup.org/X3CW7
hhttp://marinerescueqld.org.au/locations/vmr-bribie-island/
http://marinerescueqld.org.au/locations/vmr-bribie-island/
http://marinerescueqld.org.au/locations/vmr-bribie-island/
https://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/
https://coastguard.com.au/flotilla/qf3-redcliffe/
http://marinerescueqld.org.au/locations/vmr-bribie-island/
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Plastic Perils  

We have frequently mentioned the environmental 
damage caused by plastics and participated in the 
Paddle Against Plastics with Ocean Crusaders last 
November but now there is an amazingly visual guide 
from @theseaplusme on how long plastic takes to 
degrade.  However a lot of this is really unknown and, 
although the plastic article breaks down until you 
can't see it, it could be argued that it’s not really gone 
as it could leach into your food and water.   

How many times do you see plastic items discarded? 
It seems balloons are the most attractive to sea and 
bird life so are the most deadly.  These photos show 
how disastrous that little item can become. Too many 
deaths can be attributed to the thoughtless disposal 
of plastic products.              Stow it, don’t throw it. 

http://www.theseaplusme.com.au/


Barefoot Bowls 

Let’s make it a great night as well as a fundraiser on Friday, 26th April at Club Pine Rivers, corner of Sparkes 
and Francis Roads, Bray Park.  Meat trays will be raffled with proceeds going to VMRB.  Full details below on 
this activity and to book, click on http://eventbrite.com.au/e/59369286133 and follow the prompts. 
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