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DATES TO REMEMBER
FOOD TRUCKS EVENT
Sunday, 19th July, 2020
11.00 am to 3.00 pm

POLY VA’A-ALO OUTRIGGERS
Moreton Island Double Crossing
Saturday, 22nd August, 2020

Above: Julie White (lifeinphotos.com) has taken some
amazing promotional photos of Sandgate 1 with Charlie
Crew on board.

Around the Rigging
2 ACTIVE
CREW
Ray Brandt
Nelus Groenewald

Welcome to our new
Members.
We look
forward to seeing you
around the base.

28

8

FULL
MEMBERS

Daniel Chippendale
Farren Culverhouse
Peter Holmes
Olaf Huenerberg
Peter Massimino
Matthew Patersen
Mark Wickens
Graham Winning

WATERSIDE ASSIST
Stephen Alvisio
Russell Boyd
Cameron Carle
Adam Colley
Ian Crawley
Harley Dewar
Craig Hooper
Nigel McMillan
Ricky Prout
Stephanie Rohart
Chris Simpson
Gary Stone
Paul Webb
Brett Whitbread

Jeremy Bowerman
Roger Browning
Khristopher Christensen
Grant Cook
Syl Cron
Wayne Edmonds
Drew Humphries
Harvey Oberg
Mitchell Rafton
Christifer Rossiter
Bill Stephens
Shane Towers
Amy Wheeler
Mark Wilsmore

For those of you with a boat, things are definitely
improving. Not only are you able to go anywhere you
like, the weather has been so good that you can
really enjoy yourselves out on the water.
Now is a good time to remind friends with boats who
don’t know about Waterside Assist that it is well
worthwhile joining.
For more details, click on
Waterside-Assist. If things do go pear-shaped, you
can call us on 3269.8888 or after-hours on
0428 022881. If things become dangerous or life
threatening, you need to know the emergency call
procedures – see page 10. If you do have your
mobile phone, you could also call “000” or “112”.
We were greatly saddened to lose another great
member: Tom Ivins lost the good fight on 18th June.
To read about this wonderful man, turn to page 6.
The Food Trucks Event is now back at our base with
some different trucks. Lunchtime on Sunday, 19th
July is the time to come on down and give yourself a
treat.
The Poly Va’a-Alo Outriggers had to postpone their
planned mammoth crossing from Shorncliffe to
Moreton Island and back due to COVID-19
restrictions. However, you can look forward to more
on this as their rescheduled date is 22nd August.
Our venue is also available for hire and Tegan
Hooper will be pleased to discuss the options and
take any bookings. You can find the booking
procedure here Venue Booking.
Do you have more time on your hands to volunteer
for something else? On page 9 read about OzFish
and their Moreton Bay Chapter which is working
towards restoring shellfish reefs in Moreton Bay.

.
Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date
With all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane

95 Allpass Pde, Shorncliffe Qld 4017 Ph: 07 3269 8888 Fax: 07 3269 2245
www.vmrbrisbane.com.au
After Hours Emergency Mobile 0428 022 881

VMR Brisbane is
proudly supported
by
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President’s Report
It is with a heavy heart that I
again have to report the loss of
a valuable crew member. Tom
Ivins, who used to be a
Coxswain on Alpha Crew,
succumbed to illness on 18th
June, 2020. He was our first
Unit Training Coordinator and
held that position very effectively
for 6 years. Tom’s calm and easy going attitude saw
many crew progress through their training to the level
of Coxswain and Duty Master.
Fortunately, I am happy to report that we are finally
getting the go-ahead to revert to our more normal
way of operating our squadron with the addition of
more duties to be performed by our Volunteers in the
way of additional cleaning duties .
Part of our good publicity which aired on the Channel
7’s Creek to Coast television program on 6th June
may have contributed to the influx of members this
month. We are pleased to welcome 2 new Active
Crew, 8 Full Members and 28 Waterside Assist
Members. We trust they will enjoy belonging to
VMRB and the security of knowing they are covered
should anything untoward happen while they are out
on the water.
The first obvious change is the return of the monthly
Food Truck event. We have moved to the winter
schedule of the food trucks coming to our base on
the third Sunday of the month, with food available
from 11 am to 3 pm. It was a nervous re-introduction
on 21st June but, now space restrictions have been
eased, we should be able to welcome more people
and perhaps reintroduce the drinks sales. We are
hoping it will be safe for Papa Crew to man the bar
on 1925 July and we would like people to support this
as it is a valuable source of revenue for us. I have it
on good authority that the Editor, Treasurer and
Membership Officer can all personally recommend
the excellent calamari and chips!
The Poly Va’a-Alo Outrigger Canoeists have started
paddling as a group again and it is nice to see them
back in action.
Unfortunately, their planned
mammoth crossing to Tangalooma and back has had
to be put on hold until they are permitted to have
more than 20 people in a group. Their revised date
is now Saturday, 22nd August and this will also enable
them to rev up their training after the COVID-19
stand-down.
We are still working on a solution for our ramp
problem. We had been relying on Steele Consultants
submitting a course of action and quote but now must
advise that they have unfortunately had to withdraw
their services due to the COVID situation we all find
ourselves in. Currently we are seeking advice from
FSA Construction and hope to have this progress as
quickly as possible.
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PLEASE NOTE:
These crews may operate on an on-call
basis. Therefore they may not be manning
our base on the days listed.

July 2020 Crew Roster
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat

4
11
18
25

Alpha
Bravo
Charlie
Delta

Sun 5 Tango
Sun 12 November
Sun 19 Papa
Sun 26 Quebec

August 2020 Crew Roster
Sat
Sat
Fri
Sat
Sat
Sat

1
8
14
15
22
29

Foxtrot
Sun 2 Sierra
Alpha
Sun 9 November
Tango (Show Day substitute)
Bravo
Sun 16 Papa
Charlie
Sun 23 Quebec
Delta
Sun 30 Sierra

Our Membership renewals will be starting to be sent
out via email so keep an eye out for them and if you
do not receive yours by mid-July please contact
treasurer@vmrbrisbane.com.au
Some of you may have seen some reports in the
media about VMRAQ being in some financial
difficulties and other issues. VMRAQ is our state
representative body for the 26 VMR Squadrons
around the Queensland coastline. The VMRAQ
media release was as much of a surprise to us as I’m
sure it was to those of you who have seen it. We
understand the objective of the campaign is to
advance the outcomes of the Blue Water Review to
increase recognition of our Volunteers and perhaps
receive additional funding for the replacement of our
Rescue Vessels.
Unfortunately, this is being
misinterpreted by the media and other organisations.
We would like to take the opportunity to reassure all
of our Volunteers, Members and Sponsors that VMR
Brisbane Inc is a separately incorporated entity, is in
a strong well managed financial position, with a very
competent Management Committee and as such
there is no prospect of us closing up or reducing
services to our Members, Sponsors, Affiliate Groups
and the Boating Public which we have been providing
for over 100 years.
As always, happy and safe boating and Remember
Log On, Log Off - and your lifejacket will only save
you if you have it on.
Thomas Grice, President, VMR Brisbane

Groups of VMRB
Our Association is made up of the following clubs.
Please click on the logo to find out more details

VMR BRISBANE

Activations
JUNE
6th - Water Police activation to tow an empty canoe
from Woody Point to Water Police depot.
6th - Tow a disabled jetski with 1 POB from the
Chelmer Reach of the Brisbane River to the boat
ramp.
12th - Callout to tow a disabled 4m powerboat with 2
POB from Mud Island to the Colmslie boat ramp.
20th - Tow a 4.5m powerboat with 6 POB and engine
problems from Mud Island to the Nudgee Floodway
boat ramp. (6 adult men on a 4.5m boat…!)
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ACTIVE CREW ANNIVERSARY
Congratulations and thank you to the following
prominent crew member who volunteered more
than 5 years ago and who joined in June.
Thomas Grice
2004 16 years
Thank you to all the crews who are able to assist with
any activations and who are on standby. We really
appreciate receiving activation details and photos to
help promote VMR Brisbane. Also we are grateful for
the skipper’s reports as they add colour to the actual
rescue details. Please email any information through
to editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au and also to
social.media@vmrbrisbane.com.au.

VMRB Invoicing

21st - Tow a 4m powerboat with 4 POB to the Nudgee
Floodway Boat Ramp from Fishermen Island.
26th – Tow a 6m Mustang Runabout with 2 POB from
the Koopa Channel Junction to Colmslie Boat Ramp.
27th - Tow a disabled 6m powerboat with 2 POB from
Mud Island to Whyte Island boat ramp. We had two
very quick jobs on our way back from Whyte Island
for a Waterside Assist member in a 4m tinny from
Port of Brisbane to the MI Cat. The other was to
assist a yacht off our slipway after the wind caught
them and they ended up with the keel stuck on the
end of the slipway.

Usually our invoices are issued on 1st July for
payment of membership dues within 30 days after
that.
VMR Brisbane has been working on a new
automated Membership System to try and reduce the
workload on both the Membership Officer and
Treasurer. New Memberships and in particular
renewals of Memberships represent a significant
portion of the workload for these two positions.
This is the first year that we have used the automated
renewal process for members other than Waterside
Assist and as with any new systems there are some
bugs to iron out.
Some of you may have received your Membership
Renewal Invoice on 1st June which is actually due by
31st July.
Another bug that has come to light is that the
incorrect Item Code is shown on some Member
Invoices. This is an internal bug that we have
identified and have now fixed. Please ignore the Item
Code and check the Description Field of your
Membership Renewal Invoice is correct.
Hardstand invoices will be manually
issued on 1st July, 2020. Please look
out for your annual email in the
coming weeks.
Gordon Kreutzer, Treasurer.

Dining Out Again

28th – Tow a 5m Centre Console from Luggage Point
to Whyte Island with 2 POB. This vessel was close
to being in the shipping channel so we advised
Brisbane VTS of the potential hazard while we
organised the crew to come and get them.

Now restrictions are being eased, we would like to
remind you to think of our sponsors, Kedron Wavell
Services Club. It will be mutually beneficial if we can
patronise their facilities as they will have more
business and we will be back to enjoying ourselves.
You may have heard that Kedtron Wavell will be
managing the Sandgate Memorial Club and are
starting refurbishing it and opening by employing as
many locals as they can in the restoration stage and
after they start operating.

VMR BRISBANE
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Midweek Crew – Still at it

Now hear this…

It’s hard to see in the shadows but the mid-week
crew are sorting out the light bar on Sandgate 3.

And you will be able to hear us
clearly now we have a new
replacement microphone for
our 27mhz radio. A big thank
you
to
Commex
Communications at Windsor
for helping us replace the
faulty unit.

Fish in Schools
(Below) Les, Rob and Bob were trying to find a
solution to enable quick release of a towed vessel
from Sandgate 2.

Fish in Schools have funding and volunteers for
setting up ponds to breed native fish in the Brisbane
and Petrie Electorates. Now that students have
returned, if you know a school or teacher who might
be interested they can message FishInSchools
Fish in Schools was created in 2018 as a non-profit
initiative of the Australia New Guinea Fishes
Association Queensland Branch (ANGFA Qld). The
program aims to connect experienced fish breeders
with teachers and students to undertake aquatic
conservation projects. The first of these is the
establishment of ex-situ colonies of species that are
disappearing from the schools' local area.

International Cruise Terminal
It was back in September 2018 that we heard the new
international cruise terminal was going to be built at
Luggage Point. Well, work is finally well underway
as shown by Nino’s photos.

Before the coronavirus pandemic, the new terminal
was due to open late in 2020 and have 180 cruise
ships call in during the 2020-2021 season. It will only
have facility for one cruise ship at a time, limited retail
and a café but no public transport options. Who
knows when the first cruise ship will christen the
terminal!

This program facilitates the transfer of knowledge to
the next generation and empowers individuals and
school communities to improve their local
environment by providing them with hands-on
experience at implementing conservation actions.
School communities gain a better understanding of
the species that live in their waterways (which are
often otherwise hard to see), their life-cycles, and
habitat requirements. They will be introduced to the
threats and pressures that have caused species
declines (such as habitat loss, invasive species, and
declining water quality) and the work being
undertaken by government agencies, nongovernmental organisations, and other groups to
remedy these threats and pressures.
Fish and plants produced by each school will be
available for them to distribute to residents with
ponds or farm dams within the catchment as an
alternative to exotic species that pose a potential
biosecurity risk.

VMR BRISBANE
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Poly Va’a-Alo Outrigger Canoes

June in Summary
Activations:

19

Fuel Used:

1,913

People Assisted:
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Food Truck Event
Food Trucks returned to VMRB on 21st June and it
was a lovely sunny day so there were quite a lot of
people, especially considering what short notice
there was.

So we are back to the winter schedule of the third
Sunday lunchtime and in July we are hoping that
Papa Crew will be on hand to serve drinks at the bar
including boutique beers provided by the All Inn
Brewing Co.
We have a different arrangement with some new
trucks under the Brisbane Food Truck Pop Ups
banner so make a note in your diary for Sunday,
19th July from 11 am to 3 pm. for lunch at VMR
Brisbane.

Creek to Coast Episode
President Thomas was the person heading the focus
on VMR on the Channel 7 segment screened on 6th
and 13th June. He gave a great interview and, if you
missed it, you can see it here.

Moreton Island Crossing – 22nd August
This is the annual Poly Va'a-Alo Moreton Crossing for
2020 with a twist. It’s 70km there and back - in a day.
Originally it was planned for 27th June but there are
more than 20 people involved so they had to change
the date to allow for groups of more than 50 people
to be in one place at a time.
The Club has done the crossing twice now, in 2018
and 2019, and on previous crossings they stayed
overnight and came back the next day. Getting two
clear days however has been a challenge with lots of
postponements and sunk booking costs, so this time
it’s both ways in one day! See this link for their last
crossing adventure: PVOCC Moreton Crossing 2019
The crossing will involve two crews from Poly Va’aAlo of 10-11 paddlers per crew who will attempt the
first ever there and back in a day.
Overall, it is a 70km 'static changeover' Adventure/
Challenge Paddle starting at 6am and back by 2pmish. About 8-9 hours’ total including an hour break on
the island for lunch before heading back. The
Crossing will start at Shorncliffe and head to the
wrecks on Moreton Island, turning around and then
heading back. (They will only go if Government
restrictions are eased further and weather conditions
are suitable for the 8 hour window of the crossing.)
On Saturday night there will be an Umu, fire pit,
function in the evening at VMRB…if people can still
walk!
The day has been selected to maximise tides and if
weather is not on they will try to go on the Sunday.
They will know 2 days out if they need to switch to
the Sunday. Costs for Poly Va'a-Alo Club members
are estimated at $40-50 per paddler and cover
support boat fuel and the evening function. A
separate event support boat for family, etc, is also
planned for selected Poly Va'a-Alo partners and
supporters.
This is a good challenge for everyone to say you
knocked off a 70km changeover paddle. Not many
people can claim that!

Tune Into Warnings
Emergency Services use a range of methods to warn
the community about severe weather and other
emergencies that require preparation and action at
the household level.
 Bureau of Meteorology website for weather
updates, weather warning and tsunami warning
information.
 Queensland Disaster Management Services
website for information on preparing, Emergency
Alerts issued and current information on disaster
events.
 Your local council website for local emergency
management plans and evacuation information
and routes. .Find your local council.

VMR BRISBANE
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VALE
TOM IVINS
22nd September, 1938 – 18th June, 2020
Tom joined VMRB on 26th June, 2001 after being
assisted when he got into trouble coming into
Shorncliffe from a day on the water, learned what
VMRB was all about and saw it as an opportunity to
become involved in a worthwhile community activity.
And become involved he certainly did.
Well before the current management structure came
into being, and after being a member for only a
couple of years, Tom became our Unit Training
Coordinator and that job covered everything to do
with crew members. Fortunately, other members
came to the rescue so he could concentrate on the
role of UTC and maintaining all the training records
which is quite a job in itself. He held this position for
6 years and proved himself to be a most likeable,
intelligent, reliable, capable and modest volunteer.
Tom’s experience as a training guru for 45 years with
Telstra proved invaluable. He was a perfectionist who
was known for his analytical thinking which led to him
being able to fix just about anything.
Tom once said to me that “Since joining, I rapidly
learned that I didn’t know as much about boating as
I thought my years on the water had taught me.”
Fortunately, he had an insatiable thirst for knowledge
with a passion for technology, amateur radio and
counselling people. Also, he was a JP for 44 years.
In fact, Tom’s earliest recollection of boating was as
a 6 year old when he was introduced to net fishing at
the Cod Hole in the Maroochy River. He reckoned
his part in this expedition was to “stay out of the way”!
His father was interested in fishing and they had a lot
of holidays at Maroochydore. It did lead to his grandfather teaching him to row a boat when he was 8.
In his late teens at Maroochydore, he had access to
a boat attached to the nearby jetty as by then he was
well into fishing and had previously learned some
things about fishing to catch some good ones - and
realised it was a lot about feeding the fish so that they
grew bigger for someone else to catch.
During the 6 years that he spent teaching in PNG
during the 1970s, he bought a very under-rated
racing catamaran. This was a Mosquito Class Cat
and he belonged to the Royal Papuan Yacht Club.
In 1978 he thought he was made when he bought a
fibreglass 5 metre open dinghy to which he
attached a 25 H.P. Evenrude outboard motor. He
regularly towed this boat from Albany Creek to
Maroochydore to enjoy night crabbing or fishing.
When it came time for Tom to retire from working
full time, he discovered how erroneous this all is.
“One no longer has time to go to work as one
becomes so busy with every other thing in demand.

So ignoring that information or making it worse, I
bought my dream boat, a 5 metre Haines Signature
with a 90 HP Mercury outboard.”
It was about this time that Tom received advice from
long-time friend (Ian Withers) that he should join
VMR Brisbane and Doug Young signed him up as a
member. He was allocated to Alpha Crew, attained
Coxswain status and stayed with Alpha Crew until
2012 when he resigned due to ill-health.
Tom and his wife, Carina, were such supporters of
the monthly barbecues and the raffles we used to
hold that they often took home prizes.

Tom found it to be true that “when you want to go
boating, the weather is bad and it always seemed
good or perfect when you can’t go”. So the sad day
came when he saw his prized Haines Signature
towed away and, in his typically good-natured way,
said it was a good boat for someone else!
Tom then got involved in building model boats such
as the 1m long ‘Ariel’ class sail boat that was radio
controlled on a frequency of 2.4GHz and was named
after his late daughter. He had quite a collection of
other boats in various stages, but this one gave him
much pleasure when the wind was up at either
Boondall, Warner or North Lakes.
Tom’s life was celebrated at a family ceremony in
Bracken Ridge which was live-streamed on 26th
June. He was an extraordinary gentleman. Our
sincere sympathy goes to Carina, his daughters and
their families and his siblings.
Deidre Windham

VMR BRISBANE
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Surge in Boaters Amid Restrictions
The following article was written last month by Hennie
Barrett who is in the first year of studying a dual degree of
Bachelor of Journalism/Arts at the University of
Queensland. The brief was to "Submit one story and two
images (photographs) about a hyperlocal issue.” I’m sure
you’ll agree Hennie has met that criteria. Photos are
courtesy of Hennie.

The Volunteer Marine Rescue (VMR) Brisbane are
concerned the lax attitude to COVID-19 restrictions
from Sandgate and Shorncliffe boaters could be
detrimental to the rest of the community.
President of VMR Brisbane and 16 year-long
member Thomas Grice explained that while the crew
have been taking necessary precautions to social
distance and abide by the latest additions to
Queensland restrictions, they are continuously
seeing avid boaters heading out onto the water.
“The boat ramp near our base hasn’t been as busy in
a long time. It’s almost a quarter to half full on a daily
basis now,” said Mr Grice.

JUNE 2020
theorises that this has led to people being cautious to
hide their whereabouts when they are not abiding by
regulations.
“What we have found is there are less radio
transmissions. People aren’t logging on and off like
they used to.”
“I don’t know exactly if that’s because they don’t want
to draw attention to themselves, but I know they’re
not telling us where they’re going. I hope they’re
telling someone where they’re going.”
Mr Simpson noted the increase of police in the area
has led to a change in the demeanour of the
customers.
“Not only are there more people but I feel like the
residents are touchier and more hostile as they know
they shouldn’t be out hanging around, especially with
the large number of police driving around now
enforcing social distancing.”

Ben Simpson, 18, from the Shelley Inn (the local fish
and chip takeaway) also noted there have been a
large number of people consistently coming into the
shop throughout the day.
Queensland Government’s latest policies have
limited groups to two people and put a ban on leaving
the house unless it is for exercise, essentials, and to
care for vulnerable members of the community.

(Left) Public
avoiding COVID19 restrictions in
Sandgate

Shorncliffe Police enforcing social distancing outside the
Shelley Inn

The relaxed attitude appears to be a Brisbane-wide
issue. There were nine VMR callouts in the last eight
days around Bribie Island, while usually there is one
a week.

“Their argument
is that you can’t
be any more
isolated than out on the waterfront,” Mr Grice
explained.

Mr Grice acknowledged, “It’s tough. There is no
better place to be than out on the water. We’ve
already been locked down, we’ve already had
reduced hours, people have lost jobs. They’ve got
spare time on their hands.”

“On the flip side, if they do get into trouble it means
we have to call our volunteers in, which puts them at
risk too.”

John Blackley from VMR Brisbane’s affiliate paddle
club wrote to say they have arranged a virtual
tournament for their expert racers with Paddle
Queensland, showing that it is possible to continue to
enjoy leisure activities without putting others at risk.

“They have to leave home and go to the bay and get
the boats ready, and then they make contact with
someone and they don’t know where they have been
or who else they have been with.”
Not only does this impact the volunteers keeping the
waterways safe but it has been shown to also put the
boaters in more danger.
In recent weeks the police have moved from “an
education role to an enforcement role” and Mr Grice

The PVOCC Outrigger Club also in connection with
VMR Brisbane has been completely closed down and
people are anxious to get back onto the water.
VMR Brisbane has set an example for the Shorncliffe
community by managing to transform these vital
operations so they are still effective while following
health codes.

VMR BRISBANE
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Container Ship on Fire

Shorncliffe Pier Closure

We take for granted how easily the modern motorcar
is shipped around the world. After they leave the
factory, thousands of machines are loaded onto
cargo ships and silently carried around the world
where they arrive at your local dealer ready to be
wrapped up and delivered. But it doesn't always end
so well. On 4th June at the Blount Island Marine
Terminal, Jacksonville (port in Florida), a freight
vessel carrying around 2,000 vehicles went up in
flames. The fire started on Thursday, 4th June, but
almost a week later, the fire was still burning and the
temperatures
inside
reached
smouldering
temperatures hot enough to start melting much of the
cargo.
The blaze started on the seventh deck of the ship but
rapidly spread, resulting in an explosion that injured
eight emergency responders. While the fire was
largely controlled after that, the intense heat inside
the hull was quite literally melting cars. The outside
of the hull reached around 350 degrees over the
weekend, while being doused with 25,000 gallons of
water, but inside temperatures were well above 1,000
degrees Fahrenheit.
The average car's unibody chassis wouldn't melt at
that temperature, but the lightweight aluminum body
panels used to reduce weight would liquefy at that
temperature, as would plastic and rubber.
Apparently, it's not worth the risk of sending
firefighters into the vessel so, in the meantime, crews
were controlling the blaze while the fire burnt out on
its own. As at 13th June, it was reported to be fully
extinguished.

Due to maintenance, Council plans to temporarily
close relevant work areas during daytime hours,
outside of the busy school holiday period.
The pier will be fully open to the public after each
daily shift is completed.
Works will typically be undertaken between 7am to
3pm, during the dates outlined below.
Works program:
24 - 26 June – closure of pavilion to end of the pier
14 - 17 July – closure of the pier

There's some good news, though. The 2,000
vehicles on board the Hoegh Xiamen - a Chinese
vessel built in 2010 and operated by Hoegh
Autoliners, (the same company that owned the
previously disaster-stricken Hoegh Osaka that
carried numerous new Range Rovers and a RollsRoyce Wraith) - are not new vehicles destined for
their first owners; they're all used.
https://www.thedrive.com/news/34041/thousands-of-used-carsare-melting-in-ongoing-cargo-ship-fire-in-florida

PS Your editor and her husband left Southampton on 6th
January, 2015, on the Arcadia. The Hoegh Osaka loaded
with luxury new vehicles ran aground in the middle of the
Solent Estuary after a cargo shift late on 3rd January and
stayed there for 19 days. So the Arcadia, had to edge past
the stranded container ship which was on its side and well
lit up to warn shipping of its presence.

New Boat Ramp
Now with two double boat ramps, the public facilities
at Cabbage Tree Creek are being well used already
although landscaping is still being finished.

Saving the Seahorses
Some fishermen on the Greek coast have been
retrieving discarded fishing nets and rope from the
ocean in an effort to encourage sealife to return to
areas known for harming them. The nets are a real
hazard for turtles, seals and so on as they are often
trapped in them but so are long snouted seahorses
which are quite rare because of habitat loss and
pollution. The heavy nets are
lifted to the surface using airbags.
Once they are returned to shore,
they are recycled into socks,
sportswear and carpets. Since
the project began in 2015, 2
tonnes of netting and rope have
been removed and the seahorse
herd has doubled to about 200.

VMR BRISBANE

OzFish Unlimited
OzFish Unlimited is a not-for-profit organisation
established in 2015 and is dedicated to helping the
millions of Aussie recreational fishers take control of
the health of their rivers, lakes and estuaries and
shore up the future of the sport they love. OzFish
Unlimited partners with fishers and the broader
community to invest time and money into the
protection and restoration of our waterways,
counteracting decades of degradation.
What they do
 Work with fishers to
make local fishing
grounds
healthy,
vibrant and more
productive.
 Share ideas on how to improve, restore and
protect fish habitat.
 Seek grants and support for hands–on habitat
restoration.
 Provide events, resources, education and
research that support fishing groups to achieve
local outcomes.
The Central Moreton Bay OzFish Chapter was
established in 2017 and, over the past three years,
the passionate team has singlehandedly grown the
Chapter to hundreds of members who together drive
fish habitat improvement, fisher education and angler
science across Moreton Bay Queensland.
Almost half of the recreational fishing that occurs in
Queensland is based in Moreton Bay. The 2019
State-wide survey estimates that some 400,000 SE
Queensland residents participate in recreational
fishing in Moreton Bay.
Moreton Bay has lost thousands of hectares of fish
habitat such as seagrass and saltmarsh but by far the
biggest loss has been that of shellfish reefs.
These largely unseen and lesser-known reefs were
once the lifeblood of Moreton Bay. The Moreton Bay
Chapter is working tirelessly to restore these reefs.
They have an ambitious goal to restore 100 hectares
of shellfish reef in Moreton Bay over the next 10
years and beyond, stretching many hundreds of
hectares.
The Chapter is trialling the installation of an array of
subtidal and intertidal reefs to test their success in
restoring shellfish reefs.
These modular reef
restoration structures will be positioned in areas
outside of green zones where oyster reefs previously
existed in locations that will not detrimentally affect
seagrasses, wading birds, commercial fishers and
wormers or create boating navigation hazards or
amenity. OzFish members will monitor the results of
current trials together with University researchers
with the aim to scale the most effective restoration
methods over the coming 10 years.
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The Moreton Bay OzFish chapter has built the
Moreton Bay Oyster Shell Recycling Centre and
collected hundreds of cubic metres of oyster shell
from seafood businesses and restaurants across
Brisbane.
Every oyster shell that is recycled and placed back
into a suitable reef restoration site will provide a
home for up to 10 baby oysters. The recycling centre
treats the used shells for disease and pests before
being reused to rebuild shellfish reefs in Moreton
Bay.
Shellfish recycling also has real benefits for local
businesses, with one local seafood supplier having
saved nearly $10,000 per year by donating its used
shells to OzFish rather than sending them to landfill.
The Moreton Bay Chapter is dedicated to community
education and has delivered numerous presentations
on shellfish awareness to community groups and
local schools.
The Chapter works closely with local schools,
educating marine science students about the
importance of oyster reefs and allowing students to
not only learn but contribute to reef restoration work
through designing and building oyster baskets where
recycled shells can be turned into oyster homes as
part of the restoration effort.

Funds to finance projects are obtained through
donations and adult memberships of $25 per year.
Membership with Ozfish includes a membership
pack containing an exclusive OzFish hat, sticker, $10
BCF Gift Card and a free gift.
The Central Moreton Bay Chapter is run by a hardworking team of volunteers, aided by the generous
support of donors, sponsors and corporate partners.
Members meet on the last Sunday of every month to
work on upcoming projects.
https://ozfish.org.au/chapters/central-moreton-bay/

VMR BRISBANE

Need Help on the Bay?
People who belong to boating clubs and
organisations like ours are usually aware of what to
do if they have a problem out on the bay. These
people got it wrong – and the time taken to find them
could easily have meant a genuine search being
delayed with lives at risk.
(Our VMRB base phone number is 3269.8888 and
our emergency mobile number is 0428 022881.)

Let’s presume your boat is equipped with all required
safety equipment for wherever the boat is being
operated (life jackets, flares, V sheet, bailer, anchor,
etc) and you have a marine radio and mobile phone
(although you may not always have phone service)
on board.
There may well be other items such as an EPIRB,
personal locator device and fire extinguisher.
Before you leave, check you have enough fuel (1/3rd
to get there, 1/3rd to get back and 1/3rd “just in case”),
batteries charged and bungs in. You need a driver
with a marine licence who won’t be drinking alcohol.
Make sure everyone on board knows how to put on
personal flotation devices/life jackets and puts them
on if there is deteriorating weather. Also make sure
you know the instructions for operating all the
equipment on board. If you have an emergency,
there won’t be any time to read up on anything!
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There are several levels of radio communication
leading up to extreme distress calls. All broadcasts
on the emergency frequencies are recorded.
Routine calls include logging on with your local VMR
base and keeping them updated with any changes in
itinerary and timings. The procedure is
 clearly state the boat/group you are calling
(spoken 3 times)
 ‘this is – name of your boat’ (spoken 3 times)
 clearly state the message
 ‘over’.
 Wait for a response.
Safety Call - The safety call ‘securité’ should be
used to broadcast important navigational warnings to
other stations (e.g. a severe weather warning or if
you see a large floating object that could damage a
boat’s hull). The procedure is:
 ‘say-cure-e-tay, say-cure-e-tay, say-cure-e-tay’
(SECURITE)
 ‘hello all stations, hello all stations, hello all
stations’
 ‘this is – name and radio call sign of your boat or
shore station’ (spoken 3 times)
 ‘details of the warning’.
Note: The initial safety call can be made on a distress
frequency, but you should change to a working
frequency to broadcast the safety message.
Urgency Calls - The urgency call ‘pan pan’ should
be used when the distress call cannot be justified but
a very urgent message about the safety of your boat
or a person needs to be transmitted (e.g. your vessel
is disabled and drifting onto a lee-shore or a crew
member is seriously ill). Distress call frequencies
may be used. The procedure is:
 ‘pan pan, pan pan, pan pan’
 ‘hello all stations, hello all stations, hello all
stations’
 ‘this is – name and radio call sign of boat’ (spoken
3 times)
 ‘details of the boat’s position’
 ‘details of assistance required and other
information’.
Distress Calls - The distress call ‘mayday’ may be
used only if the boat is in grave or imminent danger
and immediate assistance is required (e.g. if the boat
is sinking or on fire or someone is badly injured). This
call has priority over all other transmissions. The
monitored distress frequencies are VHF 16, 27.88
MHz or HF 4125, 6215, 8291 kHz. The procedure is:
 ‘mayday, mayday, mayday’
 ‘this is – name and radio call sign of boat in
distress’ (spoken 3 times)
 ‘mayday’
 ‘name and radio call sign of boat’
 ‘detail of boat’s position’
 ‘nature of distress and assistance required’
 ‘other information, including number of people on
board, vessel description and intentions’.
https://www.msq.qld.gov.au/Safety/Marine-radios

