
Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date with 

all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane 

VMR Brisbane is 
proudly supported by 

 

Above: Stuart Galway and family are keen to get among 
the fish in the Rous Channel. 

Around the Rigging 
Welcome to our new Members.  We look forward to 
seeing you around the base. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to welcome David Taylor, our new 
Chaplain, as Rachael Pickard had to relinquish her 
role.  Meet David on page 4 – he is happy to talk to 
anyone any time about anything that may concern 
you.  David blessed the fleet on Sandgate Yacht 
Club’s opening day on 1st September – and we’re 
breaking with tradition to include it this month (p 6). 

We’ll be doing the same thing for the AGM as it is on 
1st October.  The 2019 AGM Notices are attached 
(pages 9-12) so we would be pleased to hear from 
anyone with ideas for VMRB for the next year. 

At any time of the year, we will have members 
enjoying a cruise.  One couple who have undertaken 
more than their share of cruises is Charlie Crew’s 
Nino and Angie Aceto who have just returned from 
cruising on the three Cunard cruise ships.  On page 
8 you can see if something like this appeals to you. 

The Bribie Island VMR Emergency Services Expo on 
Sunday,13th October is going to be a day to learn 
from experienced personnel across all emergency 
organisations.  Read on page 6 what is planned. 

.
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
PVOCC AGM at VMRB 

10.00 am, 7th September, 2019 

CREW TRAINING NIGHT 
Tuesday, 10th September, 2019  

SANDGATE PADDLING CLUB 
25th Anniversary Celebration 

8 am, Sunday, 15th September, 2019 

FOOD TRUCK EVENT 
Hosted by Charlie Crew 

Sunday, 15th September, 2019 
Noon to 3.00 p.m. 

VMR BRISBANE AGM 
7.30 pm, Tuesday, 1st October, 2019 

BRIBIE ISLAND EMERGENCY SERVICES 
EXPO 2019 

13th October, 2019 

SYC FLYING FIFTEENS REGATTA 
2nd-3rd November, 2019 

HONORARY 

MEMBERS 

 David Taylor, Chaplain 

Rod Chiapello, 

Supporter 
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President’s Report 
 

 

We are pleased to welcome 

our new members and it is 

great that so many people are 

joining Waterside Assist.  This 

gives the same peace of mind on 

the water from all VMR Squadrons and Coast Guard 

Flotillas between Bribie Island and Tweed Heads, 

that roadside breakdown services provide on 

land.  We do need to encourage people to Log On 

and Log Off so that we know when assistance may 

be required. 

Although we did not have many activations over the 

last month, we were heavily involved in the long and 

unsuccessful search for two missing fishermen.  No-

one will ever know exactly what happened in that 

unfortunate case but it emphasises the need to keep 

people informed on where you are going and when 

you expect to return to shore. 

It also highlights the necessity of taking reasonable 

precautions with equipment and boating conditions. 

Always check the weather, all your safety gear and 

remember to Log On and Log Off with your local 

Marine Rescue Group. 

Emergency Services around Moreton Bay including 

VMR Squadrons, Coast Guard Flotillas, SES, Water 

Police, PolAir and Rescue 500 all worked together to 

conduct these searches. 

As you will read on page 4, we have appointed David 

Taylor as our Unit Chaplain and he will be attending 

base on Crew days to introduce himself.  His first 

official role was the annual blessing of the fleet for 

the Sandgate Yacht Club’s open day. 

We are getting closer to a solution for our ramp 

problems.   We have decided to employ Steele 

Consulting to manage the ramp renewal project and 

all associated works in liaison with VMRB 

Management and Stakeholders.   

Our Tuesday Volunteers excelled themselves with 

repairing Sandgate 2’s trailer.  It is now as good as 

new and a much safer option when we have to move 

it around on land. 

To improve our security, we are asking that during 

Food Truck and Public events the pontoon entry gate 

is kept locked and the hardstand gate entry is to be 

accessed by swipe card only.  

 

As mentioned previously our AGM is on 1st October. 

Members are encouraged to think how they can help 

with the day-to-day management of our squadron 

and activities.  To find out anything about positions 

available and associated tasks, speak to any of our 

management committee or contact me at 

president@vmrbrisbane.com.au     

Safe Boating 
Thomas Grice 
President, VMRB  

Around the VMRB Base 
After a paddle in beautiful conditions on 25th August, 
the crew of the Poly Va’a-alo Canoe Club held their 
usual blessing of thankfulness. 

Groups of VMRB 
Our Association is made up of the following clubs. 
Please click on the logo to find out more details. 

September 2019 Crew Roster 
   Sun   1 Sierra 

Sat   7 Charlie Sun   8 November 

Sat 14 Alpha Sun 15 Papa 

Sat 21 Foxtrot Sun 22 Tango 

Sat 28 Bravo Sun 29 Quebec 

October 2019 Crew Roster 
Sat  5 Charlie Sun   6 Sierra 

Mon   7 Quebec  

Sat 12 Alpha Sun 13 November 

Sat 19 Foxtrot Sun 20 Papa 

Sat    26     Bravo     Sun   27 Tango  

mailto:president@vmrbrisbane.com.au
http://www.syc.org.au/
http://sandgate.canoe.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/PVOCCShorncliffe/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Xiang-Dragons-130932637540881/


Activation Report 

AUGUST  

4th – Sierra Crew reported they had a fairly quiet day.   

“The weather forecast was marginal so most people 
stayed at home.  We spent the day practicing our 
boat handling skills in Bramble Bay. 

Around 16:30 we received a call to assist a jet ski 
with mechanical trouble located in shallow water 
near the Nudgee Floodway.  We launched Sandgate 
3 and headed off at pace in an attempt to locate the 
jet ski and crew before dark. With a sketchy 
description of the location, it was always going to be 
a challenge. Fortunately, we achieved our goal, 
locating the jet ski in mangroves south-east of the 
entrance to the Nudgee Floodway. The 2 POB were 
glad to see us and escape the mosquitos and cool 
conditions.  

After we secured the tow, we tried to get up on the 
plane but S3 required another 15 hp to climb that hill. 
So we made our way to the Floodway doing around 
10 knots. Shortly after we left the boat ramp the 
motor stopped – we’d used a 20 litre tank of fuel on 
that short tow. A quick change of fuel tanks and we 
were on our way once again. This is a perfect 
example of why you should always carry more fuel 
than you think you need. A good rule of thumb is a 
third to get there, a third to get home and a third just 
in case. Special thanks to Gordon, Paul and Marcus 
for helping to get this (late) job done.” 

11th – At midday, VMRB initially became involved in 
the search for two missing fishermen in the Mud 
Island/Green Island area. Our participation in the 
search continued daily for the next 3 days.  This 
intensive search accounted for 197 of our man hours 
and consumed 1,382 litres of fuel. 

It was a great response from our volunteers when 
most needed. 

(Below) An armada of boats including the Police boat 
W.Conroy and the Manly Coast Guard boats CG22 and 
CG29 were among the many more units involved in the 

lengthy search.. 

 

14th – Sierra Crew again, on their Ekka Wednesday 
duty which turned out to be rather busy. 

“The weather forecast was favourable so plenty of 
people made the most of the mid-week public 
holiday. The Water Police asked if we could continue 
to assist with the search for the two missing 
fisherman, so we refuelled Sandgate 1 and headed 
to the eastern side of St Helena Island to join up with 
the crew of the 24 m Police patrol vessel 'W. Conroy'.  

Mid-morning we were joined by a crew from VMR 
Victoria Point so we had three vessels conducting a 
line search starting at the southern end of Green 
Island, travelling north to Mud Island. Near Mud 
Island we turned south on a reciprocal course.  This 
pattern was repeated over several hours. There were 
several false sightings then at around 12.30 we 
returned to Base to refresh, with the intention of re-
joining the search early in the afternoon. 

As we were departing Cabbage Tree Creek to re-join 
the search, we received a call to assist a power boat 
with engine trouble located near the Tangalooma 
Wrecks.  After contacting the Water Police, we 
changed course and headed to Tangalooma.  
Weather conditions were perfect with the water 
‘glass-like’ in places.  We located the vessel north 
west of Tangalooma and were soon bound for Whyte 
Island boat ramp.  The trip across the bay was 
uneventful and we soon had the 5 metre vessel and 
her crew safely on the pontoon at the boat ramp.” 

22nd – Midweek callout to tow a disabled 5.5m 
powerboat with 6 POB from the mouth of the Pine 
River to the Deepwater Public Ramp. 

31st – It was a long night for Nino, Damian and John 
with a tow job from Gateway Bridge to Whyte Island 
Boat Ram of a 4.5 metre tinnie with 1 POB and fuel 
problems.  They left at 10.30 pm and didn’t finish 
until 3.00 am! 

Thank you to all the crews who are able to assist 
with any activations and who are on standby.  We 
really appreciate receiving activation details and 
photos to help promote VMR Brisbane.  Please 
email any information through to 
editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au and also to 
social.media@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

ACTIVE CREW ANNIVERSARY 

Congratulations and thank you to the following 
crew members who volunteered more than 5 years 
ago and who joined in August. 

Dean Steinback 2005 14 years 

Tony Lloyd 2009 10 years 

Ben Gillespie 2012   7 years 

Noel Luxton 2012   7 years 
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August in Summary 

Activations:      16       
Fuel Used: 2,400 Litres   
People Assisted:      11          

 

Food Truck Event 
What a fabulous day on 18th August and visitors 
made the most of it when they visited the Food 
Trucks at VMRB with Alpha Crew manning the bar.   

Alpha Crew were well dressed for the occasion and 
it seems other units like calling in on FT days. 

Our next Food Trucks will be on the same day as the 
Sandgate Paddling Club 25th Anniversary on 15th 
September.  Charlie Crew will be serving drinks 
including boutique beers provided by the All Inn 
Brewing Co from 12 noon to 3 pm.  

Come along and support your club while having a 
break from domestic chores.  Club members are 
invited to stay later to take the opportunity to catch up 
with fellow members;  you can meet upstairs if you 
like. 
 

Chaplain David Taylor 

We are delighted to introduce our new volunteer 
Chaplain, David Taylor.  You will see from his bio 
below that he has had a vast experience in a variety 
of different fields which has given him the opportunity 
to meet people in every walk of life.  He is therefore 
the ideal person to see if you need to talk to someone 
about anything at all.  You can contact David/Dave/ 
our Padre by phone on 0421 479 404 or via email 
at david_btaylor@optusnet.com.au  

 

 

David Taylor was born 
in Brisbane and was 
raised in Brisbane and 
on the Gold Coast, his 
father being a Bank 
Manager who was 
transferred to various 
branches. 

He is the third born of 
three children, having 
an older brother and 
older sister.  At the age 
of 16 and the end of 
year 11, he began two 
years’ study at Queensland Agricultural College, 
completing a Certificate in Animal Husbandry. He 
went on to work in the rural industry as a jackaroo but 
because the industry at the time was not thriving, 
David moved back to Brisbane and managed a 
Service Station for Ampol Petroleum, before 
becoming a Customs Officer in 1983.  This began 5 
years of service with the Australian Customs Service, 
mainly on the sea port of Brisbane. 

In 1985 he married his wife, Barbara, in Brisbane. 
Then in 1988, they moved to Katoomba, NSW, where 
David commenced 4 years’ study at Theological 
College. 

He served as Senior Minister at two churches and in 
the mid 90’s, experienced emotional burnout and 
stepped out of fulltime ministry.  The family moved to 
Redcliffe to be close to family support and it was 
there that David managed a Funeral Home for about 
7 years.  He later went on to manage an Engineering 
Company and then to become a fulltime Funeral 
Celebrant, serving families by conducting over 3,000 
funerals.  During this time, he also ran his own 
company manufacturing in Asia for import to 
Australian clients which ended at the Global Financial 
Crisis. 

In 2012, David returned to fulltime Christian Ministry 
with Rivers Church of Christ located in Kallangur, 
serving as Senior Minister.  He resigned from the 
position and completed a Master of Leadership 
degree at the end of 2018.  He is a passionate man 
in his faith and ministry which leads him to serve 
people in all walks of life, from various backgrounds 
and with many and varied needs; all without prejudice 
for their circumstances, history or future direction.  He 
loves being a Husband to Barbara, Father to his three 
sons, Father-in-law, and now Grandfather to twins. 

David is also a member of the Governing Council of 
the Churches of Christ in Qld and he consults to and 
mentors leaders from various places as well as to 
non-profit organisations which he does for no charge. 
He earns his living by conducting funerals and 
helping grieving people. 

Need someone to lend an ear? - call David.  
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Crew Training Nights 

On the second Tuesday of every month, starting at 
7.00 p.m., the VMRB Training Team run training 
nights to help crew members.  These nights are 
designed to answer questions from any member on 
any subject you are training in.  Please send an email 
to your training team at VMRB Training if you are 
attending so we can prepare any extra resources to 
allow us to answer your questions completely.   

Please keep in mind this is a nationally recognised 
training program and we must all do things the same 
way.  

Hopefully online training will be rolled out by the end 
of this year.  This has been a massive project 
involving the State Training Team and a few other 
volunteers from different groups.   

Bravo Crew Training Day 
James M recorded a standard crew training day 
where they practiced retrieval of our dummy.  

(Above) Col cast the 
dummy into the sea but, it’s 
alright, Alan (below) has 
the revival situation under 
control with fellow 

crewman Greta.   

 

Tuesday Crew 

There seems to be no limit to what the Tuesday Crew 
can do.  They keep the grounds and buildings neat 
and tidy, ensure the three boats are serviced and 
ready to be activated at a moment’s notice, and 
undertake any other jobs that happen to pop up.  One 
of these tasks was replacing the axle on Sandgate 
2’s trailer.   

The team was very efficient in removing the old axle, 
fitting the new one and then taking it for a test drive 
to ensure it was a perfect job.   

And, of course, it was!  

 

The VMRB Dummy 
Your editor was surprised to learn 

the VMRB Dummy (pictured at left 

on Bravo’s duty day) is nameless so 

now is a good time to have a 

competition to name it.  Just email 

Editor Deidre with your 

suggestion.  It would be good to 

receive a few ideas apart from 

Ruth Lee which is the mannikin’s 

stock name.   I must advise that I 

do have it from high authority that 

Dummy McDummyFace is not 

going to be a contendor!   
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SYC Opening Day 
Sunday, 1st September saw the opening of the 
Sandgate Yacht Club’s 109th sailing season.  Due to 
the tides and weather conditions, the program had to 
be quickly rearranged but 5 boats still enjoyed a good 
sail and Padre David Taylor performed his first formal 
function for VMRB by blessing the fleet. 

(Above) The first boat home with more close behind 
(below) 

 

(Left) 
Introducing 

Padre David 
Taylor with 

SYC’s 
Commodore 
Paul Young 

while (below) 
the solemn 
blessing of 

the fleet 
takes place. 

 

Another Great Day 

Pat Woon was returning her kayak to the Sandgate 
Paddling Club shed after a very enjoyable paddle up 
Nundah Creek.  

VMRBI Emergency Services Expo 
The Bribie Island Combined Emergency Services 
Expo on Sunday, 13th October, 2019, is part of a 
state-wide campaign to get you ready for the bushfire 
and storm season.  This is a great way to learn more 
about how to get your home and family prepared.  If 
everyone does a little to prepare, we can all 
accomplish a lot as a community.   

Bribie Island’s Volunteer Marine Rescue is proud to 
host a free, action-packed day of demonstrations, 
kids’ activities and lots of family fun!  See the latest 
emergency equipment in action and meet local 
Firefighters, Police, Ambulance Officers, Marine 
Rescue, SES, and more!   VMRB will be there too. 

Get up close to a fire truck, water cannon, an Army 
Bushmaster vehicle, marine rescue boats and other 
high-tech rescue equipment.  There’ll be a live 
Westpac helicopter rescue and a simulated bushfire 
display.  Watch a kitchen fire demonstration and 
learn how to react.  See a Surf Life Saving water 
rescue or watch a life raft deployment.  Free face 
painting and jumping castle for the kids.  

Visit various stalls, enjoy a sausage sizzle and more. 
From 9.45 am to 2.15 pm at the VMRBI base, off 
Sylvan Beach Esplanade, Bellara. 

Crew Members’ Work 
Crew members can’t always 
just be rescuing people.  There 
are practical lessons to learn 
so they can manage the calls 
when they happen and 
assignments to write but there 
are the normal, boring 
domestic chores to be undertaken as well.  Foxtrot 
Crew’s Michael was captured showing how one of 
those is done! 
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Inflatable Life Jackets 
The emergence of affordable, comfortable and 
stylish lifejackets is a major step forward in boating 
safety. Inflatable lifejackets are rapidly gaining 
popularity because of their convenience and 
increasing affordability. 

However it doesn’t matter how comfortable they are 
if they don’t inflate in an emergency situation - 
then they are no use at all. 

As lifejackets spend so much time in a harsh marine 
environment where they are often exposed to heat, 
sun and salt, they are subject to damage.  One 
aspect of inflatables that boaters are often unaware 
of is that QLD regulations require inflatable lifejackets 
to be serviced, in most cases it is at least annually.  

All it takes is exposure to chemicals or sharp objects 
to pierce the bladder of the jacket and prevent it from 
inflating, so regular servicing and checks are 
important.  To ensure they work when you need them 
to, have your PFD serviced annually and check them 
before use. Annual servicing to thoroughly inspect 
the PFD and replace parts if needed is essential. The 
only exception to this is if the manufacturer 
recommends a longer period between servicing.  

You are not allowed to carry out repairs on your PFD. 
Even if you carry out the checks, you must take the 
PFD to an authorised agent to have repairs done. If 
the PFD fails any step of the service, it can no longer 
be used. You should also keep a formal record of the 
service as part of your safety management system - 
including the date of service, what checks were done 
and what work was carried out on the PFD. Self-
service is not simply a routine check and clean, it is 
far more involved and is not considered complete 
until the PFD has been left inflated for a specified 
time, which is set out in the manufacturer’s 
guidelines.  

Kapok Life Jackets 
Does this look 
familiar?  
Perhaps you 
still have one, 
just in case you 
have an extra 
passenger on 
your vessel. 

Kapok filled 
lifejackets with cotton straps are decades old and  

 

 

have not been manufactured since the 1980s. 
However, an unknown number are still being used. 

Kapok is a cotton-like fluff that is no longer used in 
lifejacket manufacture, because it naturally loses 
buoyancy over time and, if it gets wet, it will absorb 
water.  Furthermore, the cotton straps rot over time, 
even if the lifejacket is not used, and will tear or break 
off the lifejacket when weight comes on it. 

While these lifejackets may have complied with the 
applicable standard when they were manufactured, 
and may have the old standards logos on them, they 
no longer comply with the modern Australian 
Standard for lifejackets.  If you have any, you 
should destroy them and replace them with new 
lifejackets that meet the current standard. 

Lifejacket information from MSQ and AMSA. 

Shorncliffe Primary School 
SHORNCLIFFE State School senior students 
showed off their new sailing skills at the school's 10th 
annual regatta morning on 17th August held on a 
short course near our boat ramp. 

The regatta was the culmination of a three-day 
Introduction to Sailing Program run in conjunction 
with the Queensland Cruising Yacht Club (QCYC). 
Any Year 6 student who can swim is eligible to join in 
the three-day event. 

On the Thursday and Friday mornings the students 
met at QCYC where they were split into two groups. 

One group learnt the basics of sailing in the basin 
near Baxter's Jetty under the watchful eyes of the 
QCYC sailing instructors and their wonderful 
volunteers, while the other group learnt the basics of 
canoeing in Cabbage Tree Creek. 

At lunchtime the two groups came together and 
swapped activities for the afternoon sessions, thus 
giving both groups a feel for sailing and canoeing and 
an appreciation of what is out there to do in their local 
environment. 

On the Saturday, at the annual regatta morning, the 
students got the opportunity to test their new-found 
sailing skills and compete against each other in 
teams of two using QCYC's Optimist junior sailing 
boats from the VMRB base. 
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Three Queens 
No, we haven’t lost a Queen from a deck of cards!  

Charlie Crew’s Nino and Angie Aceto had six weeks 
linking up cruises on the three Cunard Queens and 
returning home at the end of July.  The first sector 
was on the Queen Elizabeth from Vancouver and up 
to Alaska on the Inside Passage.  The next sector 
was a 7-day Atlantic Crossing from New York to 
Southampton.  At Southampton they boarded the 
Queen Victoria for the Baltic cruise including 
Hamburg, Copenhagen, St. Petersburg, Kiel and 
Gothenburg before disembarking at Southampton. 

Angie and Nino on board the Queen Elizabeth in front of 
the Hubbard Glacier and (below) something to make you 

envious! 

If you’re like the editor and unlikely to do this journey, 
Angie’s opinion is that all the Queens were good 
although they felt the Queen Mary 2 was too big. The 

other two, Elizabeth and Victoria, were virtually the 

same. 

Queen Mary 2:  1,132 ft long,    2,691 guests, 1,292 crew 

Queen Elizabeth: 964.5 ft long, 2,081 guests, 1,005 crew 
Queen Victoria: 1,064.5 ft long, 2,061 guests,    981 crew 

Advice From The Ocean 

Be Shore of Yourself 

Come Out of Your Shell 

Take Time to Coast 

Avoid Pier Pressure 
Sea Life’s Beauty 

D o n ’ t  G e t  T i d e  D o wn  

Make Waves 

 

AMSA Incidents 
The Australian Maritime Safety Authority is the 
national regulatory body that promotes 
the safety and protection of our marine environment 
and combats ship-sourced pollution.  They provide 
the infrastructure for safety of navigation in Australian 
waters, and maintain a national search and rescue 
service for the maritime and aviation sectors. 

It is compulsory that marine incidents affecting people, 
vessels, navigation aids, infrastructure or cargo are 
reported within 72 hours of the event. There were 69 
domestic vessel incidents reported in July, nine of which 
were considered to be serious incidents. 

State 
Vessel 
Type 

Incident 

SA Fishing  
(Comml) 

Vessel’s live well pump, top 
casing lid failed causing engine 
room to flood. Main engines, 
generator and most electronics 
were fully submersed in water. 
Vessel was stabilised and 
pumped out. No injuries reported. 

Qld Fishing  
(Comml) 

Fishing vessel collided with 
another vessel at anchor. 
Damage to other vessel occurred. 
No injuries reported. 

WA Fishing  
(Comml) 

Vessel flooded at berth due to 
burst saltwater condenser pipe in 
engine room. No injuries or 
pollution reported. 

NSW Passenger Smoke detected in starboard 
engine room coming from turbo 
lagging. No personnel affected. 

Qld Passenger Vessel reversed into tender, 
causing damage to both vessels. 
No injuries reported 

WA Passenger Passenger had trouble breathing 
and became unconscious in the 
water during a snorkelling trip. 
First aid was carried out but 
unfortunately the passenger died. 

NSW Passenger During berthing operations, a 
crew member slipped and fell 
between the vessel and wharf. 
Crew member was winded but did 
not require medical attention. 

Qld Fishing  
(Comml) 

Crew member was bitten by a 
tiger shark while snorkelling and 
received severe lacerations to 
lower leg. A tourniquet was 
applied and medical evacuation 
occurred after 3 hours. 

NSW Passenger Small fire occurred on port main 
engine. Passengers were 
disembarked and crew used 
portable extinguishers to 
extinguish fire. No injuries 
reported. 
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