
Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date  
With all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane 

Above: A sign of the times: a Social Distance Raffle 
Draw!  After swabbing the decks, Secretary David held 
the bucket for President Thomas to draw the winners 

while Treasurer Gordon recorded the occasion. 

Around the Rigging 
Welcome to our new Members.  We look forward to 
seeing you around the base. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April has been a very quiet month with people mostly 
following Health recommendations to stay home.  
Even though things are going to ease, we don’t want 
any ‘covidiots’ upsetting the current situation. 

However we did have the draw of our Easter raffle 
(see photo left) and the lucky winners and the 
excellent prizes are listed on page 5. 

As well as public gatherings, boating restrictions are 
still in place.  Read about the No Go Zones around 
Stradbroke/Moreton/Fraser Islands on page 4.  
You’re probably tired of the constant COVID-19 
announcements and reports but we are repeating 
them on page 4 so there are no excuses for not 
complying with current levels.  If we keep obeying the 
rules, hopefully that curve will continue to flatten and 
we will benefit by having greater freedoms restored. 

At this stage we do not know if our Polynesian Va’a-
Alo Outriggers will be able to go ahead with their 
planned Moreton Island Double Crossing but we are 
hopeful they can as there are high expectations for 
an incredible event. 

The 250th anniversary of Capt James Cook’s 
discovery of Australia was on 29th April (page 8) but 
the virus has caused cancellation of celebrations. 

Nowadays people have very mixed views about 
cruising.  Some will never cruise again after the 
disasters some ships became during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  However, there are still ships being built 
and one waiting to be launched is the Scarlet Lady; 
see page 9.  On the other hand, quite a few people 
say they could live on a ship permanently and The 
World is just the ship to choose if you want the world 
to be your oyster.  Keep reading on page 9 to see 
what life is like on The World – and maybe just keep 
dreaming! 
.
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
All our regular events have been postponed 

indefinitely. 
 

POLY VA’A-ALO OUTRIGGERS 
Moreton Island Double Crossing 

Saturday, 27th June, 2020 

VMR Brisbane is 
proudly supported 
by 
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President’s Report 
 
Congratulations to everyone 
who has followed guidelines 
and advice at this 
unprecedented time. 

We certainly seem to be 
getting things under control but 

we still have a way to go and 
hopefully if we continue to follow 

the advice and guidelines even with restrictions being 
lifted we can stay on top of things. 

While it certainly has been quiet around our base 
over the last month, the bay and public boat ramps 
have been exceptionally busy and, given the weather 
recently, it is understandable. 

We commend those people who have been staying 
home and doing those maintenance jobs ready for 
the eased restrictions. 

Those fisher people who have been out obviously 
have their boats in good condition with sufficient fuel 
so we haven’t had the expected rescues.  Well done. 

Now Queensland is going to have relaxed restrictions 
from the beginning of May, there is a good chance 
our Volunteers will be called on to come to the rescue 
of people who want to enjoying the water but have 
not taken the time to get everything in order.  

Remember: be prepared, check the weather and 
tides, have enough water, check batteries are 
charged, have enough fuel (one-third to get you 
there, one-third to get you home and one-third just in 
case) and most importantly Log On and Log Off with 
your nearest Marine Rescue. 

We are pleased to welcome our new members and 
hope they can soon start appreciating the great 
outdoors from our base. 

Our hardstand area is looking pretty smick with the 
outrigger canoes stored under a large pavilion on a 
solid pad.  This makes it easier for our Mid-Week 
Crew to keep the grass everywhere under control.  
People who pass our base wouldn’t notice any 
difference in the orderly surroundings pre- and post-
social isolation times as our Mid-Week Crew continue 
to do an amazing job in maintaining our high 
standards. 

Dean Steinbeck has resigned as Unit Training 
Coordinator and we thank him for his work in helping 
our crew members gain the necessary qualifications.  
Glenn Philip is going to be Acting UTC until our AGM 
in September and Jack Farlow will take on the role of 
Assistant UTC. 

We have had to cease our Training nights but we 
have arranged for on-line training using Microsoft 
Teams.  This has been taken up by quite a few crew 
and is working well. Hopefully we can get to the much 
promised online assessments sooner rather than 
later leaving only practical assessments to conduct 
face to face. 

Our Management meetings have had to take on a 
new format because of the coronavirus.  We are now 
holding tele / video conferencing of Management 
meetings so we are not gathering illegally but still 
keep things ticking along. 

We are still taking advance bookings for our venue 
but we cannot allow it to be used until we receive the 
all-clear from our Governments.  Keep in mind that it 
is an excellent venue for a great number of events so 
we would be happy if you promote it and give our new 
Venue Manager something to look forward to. 

And finally a big thank you to Neil S, Stirling Hinchliffe 
MP, The Gambling Community Benefit Fund and 
Troy and the Team from Brisbane Marine for the 
upgrade to the latest Mercury V8 outboards for 
Sandgate 1. 

Remember if you are in the market for a new 
Outboard, Troy and the Team from Brisbane Marine 
are running some extremely good specials at the 
moment.  Check out their website 
www.brismarine.com.au, give them a call on  
07 3889 3033 or shoot them an email at 
sales@brismarine.com.au 

 
Thomas Grice 
President,  VMR Brisbane 

Groups of VMRB 

Our Association is made up of the following clubs. 
Please click on the logo to find out more details  
 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  
These crews may operate on an on-call 
basis.  Therefore they may not be manning 

our base on the days listed. 

May 2020 Crew Roster 
Sat   2 Alpha Sun   3 November 

Mon   4 Charlie 

Sat   9 Bravo Sun 10 Papa 

Sat 16 Delta Sun 17 Quebec 

Sat 23 Foxtrot Sun 24 Sierra 

Sat 30 Alpha Sun 31 Tango 

June 2020 Crew Roster 
Sat   6 Bravo Sun   7 November 

Sat 13 Charlie Sun 14 Papa 

at 20 Delta Sun 21 Quebec 

Sat    27 Foxtrot Sun 28 Sierra 
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Activations 

APRIL  

3rd – After-hours call out to tow a disabled 6m 
powerboat with 2 POB from Mud Island to Cabbage 
Tree Creek. 

7th - A search for 3 POB in a 3.8 mtr tinny off Redcliffe. 
They were located and returned to shore. 

13th - Assist a 17m powercat with 2 POB and one 
inoperable motor to berth at Rivergate. 

16th - A callout to assist a 5m powerboat with 1 POB 
experiencing engine trouble. The vessel was located 
underway and escorted back to Nudgee Creek. 

26th - Tow a 6m powerboat with a faulty fuel pump 
and 2 POB from the Blue Hole to Cabbage Tree 
Creek. 

 
Thank you to all the crews who are able to assist with 
any activations and who are on standby.  We really 
appreciate receiving activation details and photos to 
help promote VMR Brisbane.  Please email any 
information through to editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au 
and also to social.media@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

Hardstand Addition 

This is the smart new pavilion which is housing the 
Poly Va’a-Alo outrigger canoes.  It has a solid base 
which now ensures the area can be kept neat and 
tidy, courtesy of the Mid-Week Crew. 

 

Sunrise – and Anzac Day 

Michael Gill-Bailey captured this sunrise from our 
base on 26th April.  This was pretty much the same 
as the dawn which would have been seen by 
everyone who joined in the Light Up The Dawn 
commemoration of Anzac Day at the end of their 
driveways the previous day.   I 

 

In recognition of Anzac Day 2020, our Australian flag 
was flying at half-mast on Anzac morning as dawn 
was breaking.  Every year, our members have 
marched in the Sandgate Anzac Day Parade to mark 
the anniversary of the first campaign that led to major 
casualties for Australian and New Zealand forces 
during World War One and commemorates all the 
conflicts that followed.  Perhaps next year our 
members will be able to reinstate their tradition.

ACTIVE CREW ANNIVERSARY 
Congratulations and thank you to the following 
crew members who volunteered more than 5 years 
ago and who joined in April. 

Shane Clark 1998 22 years 

James Mathieson  2003 17 years 

Wayne Wright  2010 10 years 
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Boating and COVID-19  
We are looking forward to some easing of restrictions 
early in May but until advised otherwise the following 
bans are in place. 

A person who is ordinarily a resident in North 
Stradbroke Island / Minjerribah, Moreton Island / 
Moorgumpin or Fraser Island is exempt from the 
restrictions and can freely travel. 

A 100 metre exclusion zone has been applied, by 
Redland City Council – Local Disaster Management 
Group, to waters around North Stradbroke Island 
(Minjerribah) to help stop the spread of COVID-19 to 
the island's vulnerable communities. The exclusion 
boundary is measured from the lowest tide mark. 

The restriction follows the Queensland government's 
recent decision to ban non-essential travel to the 
island, and will be in place until May 29. 

It applies to recreational craft only, not to commercial 
or emergency services, marine rescue or essential 
services for the island. 

Recreational vessels that are transiting for essential 
reasons through a waterway within the 100 metre 
exclusion zone can do so, but only permanent North 
Stradbroke Island residents and people undertaking 
essential travel are permitted onto the island. 

However, during bad weather or emergencies, 
recreational vessels are permitted to seek safe 
anchorage in areas within the 100 metre exclusion 
zone if necessary. 

Social distancing and all other state health directives, 
including those relating to travel for essential reasons 
only, apply.  For example, permanent residents 
returning from interstate must self-isolate for 14 days. 

The Moreton Island National Park will be closed 
including all camping areas, day-use areas and all 
facilities from 9 April 2020 until further notice. Travel 
to Moreton Island will be restricted to island 
community residents and those providing essential 
services until further notice. 

Also Mariners are advised that The Chief Health 
Officer of Queensland has given a direction under the 
Public Health Act 2005, effective from Friday 10 April 
2020. The direction states that a person who arrives 
in Queensland from another State or Territory of 
Australia from 12:01am on Saturday 11 April 2020 
will not be allowed to enter Queensland, unless they 
are an exempt resident or exempt person.  

For the purposes of the direction, a person aboard a 
ship from another State or Territory is regarded as 
having arrived in Queensland from the time the ship 
enters Queensland waters. Note that despite the 
direction, an exempt resident or an exempt person 
who arrives in Queensland must self-quarantine for a 
period of 14 days if they have been outside Australia 
in the last 14 days. 
 

 

Queensland Eases Restrictions 
"From midnight on Friday 1st May, you will be able to 
go for a drive," Qld Premier Anna Palaszczuk said, 
adding that people must remain within 50 kilometres 
of their home. 

Some of the other changes include allowing families 
to go on picnics together if they are members of the 
same household.  Single people will be able to go 
with one other person. 

Shopping for non-essential items like clothes and 
shoes will also be permitted. 

The biggest change allows people to ride a 
motorbike, jetski or boat for recreation. 

"If we do see mass gatherings, I will not hesitate to 
clamp back down." 

Queensland's Chief Health Officer, Jeannette Young, 
said she firmly believed that if Queenslanders kept 
adhering to restrictions, there would not be new 
cases. 

"What we're saying is, as of 2nd May, that 
Queenslanders still in their own household group – 
so without going and mixing with additional people –
can now go out into the community and as long as 
they maintain social distancing from other people, 
there should be no increase in cases," she said. 

"They can of course, if they go out by themselves, 
meet up with one other person. That's already been 
the case.” 

Below is the latest advice, in a succinct form, which 
will be in force from Saturday, 2nd May.  At least we 
will be able to enjoy more of the great outdoors and 
restrictions on National Parks are being lifted.  
Owners of shops will be happy we can now go and 
buy non-essential goods.  Perhaps the backlog on 
Australia Post will ease if we are not limited to online 
purchasing! 
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April in Summary 

Activations:          14 

Fuel Used:        1,004 

People Assisted: 10 

Food Truck Event 
COVID 19 caused the usual monthly Food Trucks 
event on 17th April to be cancelled.  The need for 
social distancing means it is unlikely the Food Trucks 
will be visiting us at VMRB any time soon. 

However the planned raffle draw went ahead as 
previously notified.  Results below.  

VMRB Easter Raffle 
We thank everyone who supported our fundraising 
efforts by buying tickets in the raffle drawn on 17th 
April.  We also gratefully acknowledge the following 
organisations who provided the excellent prizes: 

1. Moreton Bay Holidays Afloat - Skippered day 
sail for up to 12 guests to Moreton Island on their 
12 metre catamaran 'Moreton Magic'. 

2. Tangalooma Island Resort - Premium dolphin 
feeding day cruise to Tangalooma Island Resort 
with a range of inclusions. 

3. Mercure Hotels’ Clear Mountain Lodge - one 
night’s luxury accommodation for two people in a 
Privilege Room at Mercure Hotels Clear Mountain 
Lodge including full buffet breakfast. 

The lucky winners are: 

1st prize:  Adriana Dellabarca 

2nd prize:  Mark Templeton 

3rd prize:  Donna Green 
 

 

Poly Va’a-Alo Outrigger Canoes 
Moreton Island Crossing 

This is our annual Poly Va'a Moreton Crossing for 2020 
with a twist. It’s 70km there and back - in a day. The 
Club has done the crossing twice now, in 2018 and 
2019, and on previous crossings we stayed overnight 
and came back the next day.  Getting two clear days 
however has been a challenge with lots of 
postponements and sunk booking costs, so this time it’s 
both ways in one day!  See this link for our last crossing 
adventure. https://youtu.be/ncwzjjwzUfw 

The crossing will involve two crews from Poly Va’a of 
10-11 paddlers per crew who will attempt the first ever 
there and back in a day.  

Overall, it is a 70km 'static changeover' Adventure/ 
Challenge Paddle starting at 6am and back by 2pm-ish.  
About 8-9 hours total including an hour break on the 
island for lunch before heading back.  The Crossing will 
start at Shorncliffe and head to the wrecks on Moreton 
Island, turning around and then heading back.  We will 
only go if weather conditions are suitable for the 8 hour 
window of the crossing.  

Other selected clubs will be invited to attend but all 
invited clubs are responsible for their own support boat 
and crew arrangements.  On Saturday night we will hold 
an Umu, fire pit, function in the evening at VMRB….if 
people can still walk!  

The day has been selected to maximise tides and if 
weather is not on we will try to go on the Sunday.  We 
will know 2 days out if we need to switch to the Sunday. 
Costs for Poly Va'a Club members are estimated at 
$40-50 per paddler and cover support boat fuel and the 
evening function.  A separate event support boat for 
family, etc is also planned for selected Poly Va'a 
partners, supporters.  

This is a major club event for Poly Va'a and a good 
challenge for everyone to say you knocked off a 70km 
changeover paddle.  Not many people can claim that!    

Where Are They Now? 
You should have realised by now that your editor is 
rather fascinated by cruise ships!  It is interesting to 
see where they have congregated to sit out the 
‘pause’ in their operations due to COVID19. 

Some companies have offered their ships to be used 
to support hospitals but none has been put into 
service yet.  Many companies have returned their 
ships to their home ports wherever possible, though 
some vessels have been displaced due to a shortage 
of berths, especially in heavily trafficked ports. 

Other lines are tapping their own private cruise ports 
and islands. This means they have good options for 
provisions and fuel - and no port fees. 

There is a huge cluster around Fort Lauderdale and 
Miami, some in Southampton and some in the 
Mediterranean with another big group of large cruise 
ships in Manila Bay, Philippines. 
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Fishermen and Fitness Fanatics 

With the limits placed on recreational boating, some 
lucky people have had the opportunity to try catching 
their dinners while others took the opportunity to 
exercise on the water during April. 

(Above) Doug McClurg and Bob Gray had both returned 
from fishing – and weren’t bragging about their catches! – 
while (below) Patrick and Mathew Doherty were off to Mud 
Island to try their luck. 

(Above) Robert had just come back from an outrigger 
paddle and (below) Ian and Bob on one of their regular 
paddles up Cabbage Tree Creek. 

  

(Above) Mark and Olivia Jones were having a change 
from their usual outrigger paddling and (below) Greg and 
Cheryl Russell were heading out for the second time this 
week (after not visiting Shorncliffe for over two years!). 

New Boat Ramp (not ours!) 
Work is progressing steadily on the new boat ramp 
(on the Cabbage Tree Creek side of the current 
public ramp) and anyone living in the local area would 
have heard the pile driver working in the last week of 
April. 
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New Boat Motors 
We are pleased to say that Sandgate 1 has two new 
V8 Mercury motors courtesy of a fundraising grant 
from the Gambling Community Benefit Fund and they 
were fitted by Brisbane Marine. 

Cabbage Tree Creek Casualty 

Remember this yacht in last month’s newsletter?  
Well it is still there and we still don’t know what 
happened.  When the tide is a bit lower, it reveals a 
yacht that would have been somebody’s treasure 
once upon a time but at last viewing the stern is just 
sinking deeper down into the creek bed. 

Crew Duty: Social Distancing 

On 11th April, three crew were manning the base – 
and keeping their socially acceptable distance.  

 

Midweek Crew 
While most of us are sitting at home waiting for the 
easing of restrictions, our Midweek Crew are 
organising rosters to ensure the essential jobs are 
done.   

(Above) Ben getting Sandgate 1 shipshape and (below) 
Hugh giving the grass a haircut – easier on the ride-on 
mower and a bit trickier (and hot work) around the boats 
and structures in the hardstand. 

Ah, the Serenity! 
Well your editor and husband were having a very 
peaceful paddle up Nundah Creek until reaching the 
noisy Gateway Motorway….



 

Capt James Cook: Anniversary 
29th April was the 250th anniversary of Captain 
James Cook's landing of the Endeavour at what is 
now known as Kurnell, NSW.  

It could be said that April 29, 1770 is the most 
significant moment in our history. 

We are here today 
as a result of the 
bark Endeavour's 
journey across the 
world which led to 
the discovery of this 
country. 

James Cook is a 
national hero, a 
pioneer and brilliant 

navigator who at just 41 years of age led a 
courageous expedition.  Basically, he discovered and 
mapped one-third of the world in just over 10 years. 

In 1768 James Cook began the first of his three 
famous voyages to the Pacific.  The first was on the 
Endeavour from 1768 - 1771, and the second on the 
Resolution and the Adventure.  The third voyage was 
on the Resolution and Discovery.  They ended with 
his death in 1779 in Hawaii, and the return of his men 
in 1780.  (Cook was stabbed in the neck and killed in 
1779, at the age of 50, while attempting to kidnap the 
Island of Hawaii's monarch, Kalaniʻōpuʻu, in order to 
reclaim a cutter stolen from one of his ships.) 

Cook’s took command of the Endeavour in May 
1768.  The first voyage officially commenced on 7th 
August, although the ship was not provisioned until 
14th August at Plymouth when Banks, Solander and 
party joined the ship.  They crossed the equator on 
25th October, 1768. 

Cook’s log for the week before landing at Kurnell on 
29th April, 1770, noted the following:  

22 Sun.  Sights Point Upright, the Pigeon 
House (Mt), Brush Island. 

24 Tue.  Sights Cape St. George. 

25 Wed Sights Long Nose (Point), Red Point 
and (Jervis) Bay. 

28 Sat  Attempts to land with Banks, Solander and 
Tupia.  Sees people, Surf too great (Bulli/Tom Thumb 
Lagoon).  (Returns to Endeavour). 

29 Sun  Anchors in Stingrays Harbour/Botany 
Bay. Lands (Kurnell).  Names Point Solander and 
Cape Banks, Bare Islet. 

When the Cook statue in Hyde Park Sydney was 
unveiled in 1878 more than 60,000 people turned up.  

You will probably recall the fantastic 200th year 
anniversary celebrations around Australia in 1970. 

Many celebrations had been planned around the 
world to observe the 250th anniversary but plans 
have changed due to the coronavirus pandemic.  For  

 

 

instance, there was going to be an Endeavour 
Replica tour around Australia in 2020-2021 but that 
has been cancelled.  At Botany Bay the program was 
to include ‘The Meeting of Two Cultures’ and was due 
to include a Welcome to Country corroboree and 
smoking ceremony conducted by members of the 
Gweagal, Dharawal and La Perouse Aboriginal 
community prior to official proceedings. 
Commemorative sculptures were also going to be 
unveiled.  Unfortunately, the re-enactment of the 
landing at 1770 has been shelved but there is still 
hope the celebrations can continue in Cooktown in 
the middle of the year. 

You can read more about Captain Cook at 

https://www.captaincooksociety.com/home 

Accidents Happen… 

On the afternoon of 6th April, 2020, the 345m long 
container ship Milano Bridge didn’t slow down as it 
approached the Busan New Port container terminal 
in South Korea.  Video footage revealed that in the 
lead up to when the ship strikes, there is a frenzied 
atmosphere of panic among the Korean dock workers.  
Judging by the angle of the ship, it is aware impact is 
imminent. 

The Milano Bridge contacted gantry crane 85 while 
proceeding to berth 7 with the pilot on board, then 
she ran into the berthed container ship Seaspan 
Ganges, and moving on momentum further on, 
contacted cranes 81 and 84.  Crane 85 collapsed, 
cranes 81 and 84 were derailed, the crane 85 
operator suffered a broken ankle.   

Seaspan Ganges left port shortly after accident, and 
it is understood damages were slight or none.  Milano 
Bridge wasn’t moored until a long time after the 
incident, probably because of crane debris on her 
stern.   

It is unknown what caused the mishap but video 
coverage suggested mechanical failure as there was 
a pilot on board and 2 tugs were connected but they 
couldn’t hold against an engine going full bore.  
Results of the investigation into the accident hadn’t 
been issued at the time of going to press. 

If you want to see the video, click on 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EfC2lidXiMY 
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Cruising…Scarlet Lady 
There are 20 new ships which were scheduled to 
come on line in 2020.  Of course this is all likely to 
change as the cruise lines absorb the losses they are 
currently experiencing.  Here is one of those new 
vessels – and although the ship was completed in 
February 2020, the collapse of the Virgin Group’s 
Australian airlines could possibly affect it further. 

The launch date for the first ship in the Virgin 
Voyages fleet, Scarlet Lady, is now likely to be 7th 
August. This start-up line backed by Richard 
Branson’s Virgin Group is promising to re-invent 
mainstream cruising with a hipper, more inclusive, 
younger vibe (although its ships will be adults-only). 
Think tattoo shops, drag queen brunch and no 
upcharges for tips or eateries. The Scarlet Lady, will 
have suites by acclaimed designer Tom Dixon.  

Scarlet Lady has 17 decks, a length of 277.2 metres 
(909 ft), a draft of 8.05 metres (26.4 ft), and a beam 
of 38 metres (125 ft).  It was built by the shipbuilding 
company Fincantieri at its Sestri Ponente (Genoa) 
shipyard in Trieste, Italy.  The ship will be based in 
Miami. It cost EUR 600 million (USD 710 million) to 
build. Its top speed will be 22 kn / 41 kph / 25 mph. 

In total, Scarlet Lady can carry 2,770 passengers and 
1,200 crew.  It offers 1,330 cabins and 78 Tom Dixon-
designed RockStar Suites.  Notably, nearly all the 
cabins (93%) have windows to the ocean, while 86% 
have a balcony. There are very few windowless 
“inside” cabins. 

Destinations will include Miami, Havana, the 
Dominican Republic, Costa Maya in Mexico, and Sir 
Richard Branson’s private beach club in the 
Bahamas.  Scarlet Lady is supposed to be the first of 
4 vessels with the Valiant Lady next to be built. 

The shipowner, Virgin Voyages, is a new cruise line 
company headquartered in Plantation (Florida USA). 
Virgin Voyages was created in December 2014 as a 
joint venture between Virgin Group Ltd (UK-based 
multinational holding company, 49% stake) and Bain 
Capital LP (USA-based multi-asset investment 
company, 51% stake). Virgin is an adults-only cruise 
company (passengers' minimum age is 18).  All 
Virgin ships are Bahamas-flagged (registered in 
Nassau). 

 

 

The World… 
The World is the largest privately owned residential 
yacht in the world. The residents, from about 45 
countries, live on board as the ship travels, staying in 
most ports several days.   

It is operated by ROW Management, Ltd., 
headquartered in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, United 
States.  The World has 165 residences (106 two and 
three bedroom apartments, 19 studio apartments, and 
40 studios), all owned by the ship's residents.  The ship 
has all the usual features on cruise ships but features 
lecturers and unusual destinations. 

It flies the flag of The Bahamas and has a gross 
tonnage of 43,188 tons. The World is 196.35 metres 
(644 ft 2 in) long, 29.8 metres (98 ft) wide, has a 6.7-
metre (22 ft) draft, 12 decks, and a maximum speed of 
18.5 knots (34.3 km/h; 21.3 mph).   

Since its launch in 
2002, The World 
has continuously 

circumnavigated 
the globe, spending 
extensive time in 
the most exotic and 
well-travelled ports, 

allowing Residents to wake up in a new destination 
every few days, exploring with depth they had never 
before thought possible.  

Each Resident has an endless thirst for knowledge, 
adventure and of course, travel. 

This thirst is not only satisfied by the Ship’s itineraries, 
which every Resident has a voice in creating each year, 
but also by the special, in-depth Expeditions and unique 
Enrichment Program. The Program brings onboard 
expert guides and lecturers in various fields of 
expertise. 

Some of their expeditions have been to Svalbard in the 
Arctic, East Greenland, British Isles/Hebrides, Namibia 
& Mid-Atlantic, Madagascar And Aldabra, Antarctica, 
and South Georgia & Falkland Islands.   

During The World’s recent lay-up off the coast of WA, 
the ship was spotted having made a five-point, star-
shaped pattern 
with its 
navigation.  Keen 
to use the time 
wisely, its Captain 
set the course to 
give his team on 
the bridge some 
extra navigational 
practice – and 
some fun.   

A statement from The World said the ship had been 
"taken out of service" effective March 17 until July, due 
to ongoing safety concerns.   While the ship has not had 
a single positive virus test on board, all residents, 
guests and non-essential crew had disembarked from 
the ship by March 20. .
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https://thepointsguy.com/news/virgin-voyages-seas-swankiest-suites/
https://thepointsguy.com/news/first-look-inside-richard-bransons-virgin-voyages-cruise-ship-cabins/
https://thepointsguy.com/news/first-look-inside-richard-bransons-virgin-voyages-cruise-ship-cabins/
https://www.cruisemapper.com/wiki/749-largest-cruise-line-companies#new_cruise_lines
https://www.cruisemapper.com/wiki/749-largest-cruise-line-companies#new_cruise_lines
https://www.cruisemapper.com/wiki/758-cruise-ship-registry-flags-of-convenience-flag-state-control
https://www.cruisemapper.com/ports/nassau-port-27
https://aboardtheworld.com/rare-expeditions/namibia-mid-atlantic-expedition/
https://aboardtheworld.com/rare-expeditions/namibia-mid-atlantic-expedition/
https://aboardtheworld.com/rare-expeditions/madagascar-and-aldabra-expedition/


 
 

Best Eating Fish in Australia 

Since we’re permitted to go fishing, it’s a good time 
to look at what is seen to be the prime fish which can 
be caught in Australia, although, unfortunately, not all 
in Queensland.  Ask any fisherman and you’re likely 
to get a different answer every time but here are 
some very popular choices. 

Roger Swainston's guides to temperate and tropical 
fish of Australia gives all our species a ranking from 
no stars to 4 stars, where a 4 equates to "excellent 
eating".  Only 24 get the 4 stars.  

Ten are temperate species: WA jewfish, pearl perch, 
King George whiting, sand whiting, snapper, 
Tasmanian trumpeter, black sole, and john, silver 
and mirror dory.  

Eight are tropical: barramundi, coral trout, 
barramundi cod, rosy snapper, and sweetlip, grass, 
blue-lined and yellow-tailed emperor.  

Six species overlap: spangled emperor, narrow 
barred Spanish mackerel, mangrove jacks, baldchin 
groper, blackspot pigfish and tripletails. 

However there are many others that people would 
consider at least as good so perhaps it is the way the 
fish is handled and cooked and how soon after being 
caught. 

Flathead (specifically tiger flathead) has 
consistency and availability. Tigers come from deep 
water off the south coast and are easily the tastiest 
of the common flathead species, rivalling snapper, 
whiting and John dory in the culinary stakes.  

Also known as dolphin fish or dorado, mahi mahi are 
a pelagic species caught in temperate to tropical 
waters around the world. They’re very common off 
our east coast in the warmer months where they’re 
caught by anglers fishing for game fish like marlin 
and tuna.  Mahi mahi boast very firm but delicate 
flesh and are the fastest growing fish in the sea. 

Elephant shark (ghost fish) is a silver-grey fish that 
is related to sharks. The fish is characterized by its 
large pectoral fins and a cartilaginous trunk. It does 
not have a bony skeleton, which makes it is 
especially suitable 
for eating because 
each fish can 
provide two large 
boneless fillets.  Its 
good-quality flesh 
is white, firm, and low in fat.  

King George Whiting - Endemic to the southern half 
of Australia, this prized fish is characterised by its 
elongated shape and a 
unique pattern of spots.  
King George is highly 
regarded for its sweet and 
delicate flesh that can withstand various cooking 
techniques such as grilling, steaming or frying, but it 
can also be used raw in various sashimi dishes.  

 

 

There would be a lot of people who would rate the 
delicate morsels of winter whiting from Moreton Bay 
high on the list too. 

Barramundi has half 
the calories of salmon. 
It is a member of the sea 
bass family, is native to 
Australia's northern 
tropical waters and parts of Southeast Asia and is 
packed with Omega-3 fatty acids.  

Regarded by many as the best eating fish in the sea, 
snapper have firm, white, sweet flesh that suits a 
variety of cooking methods. Smallish fish (under 2kg) 
tend to have the sweetest meat. 
 

World’s Largest Container Ship 
With so much cargo being ferried around the world 
on container ships, it is interesting to see how many 
containers fit on to the largest container ship in the 
world, the HMM Algeciras:   24,000 x 20 ft long units! 

In April, Hyundai Merchant Marine (HMM) unveiled 
the HMM Algeciras, at a ceremony attended by South 
Korea’s president Moon Jae-in at the Daewoo 
Shipbuilding & Marine Engineering (DSME) shipyard. 

It is a 24,000 TEU (Twenty Foot Equivalent Units) 
vessel and her current draught is reported to be 10.6 
metres.  Her length overall (LOA) is 400 metres and 
her width is 61 metres.  

It will be the first in a new fleet of mega-ships to be 
delivered in its entirety by September 2020. 

There are many smaller container ships also being 
constructed although temporary closures of the 
shipyards due to the coronavirus could delay their 
launch dates. 

In September 2018, HMM signed a formal contract 
for its twenty eco-friendly mega container vessels 
with three shipyards – DSME, HHI (Hyundai Heavy 
Industries) and SHI (Samsung Heavy Industries) in 
an effort to take proactive actions towards market 
change as well as form a sustainable profit-
generating structure.   

Optimised hull design and highly-efficient engines 
are also expected to improve energy efficiency and 
reduce carbon emissions. 
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