
Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date with 
all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane 

VMR Brisbane is 
proudly supported by 

 

Photo:  Some of the many VMRB members who 
farewelled their fellow member Ray Henery on 17th April. 
The VMR was a big part of Ray’s life and it was nice to 

see him being remembered so well.  

Around the Rigging 
Welcome to our new Members.  We look forward to 
seeing you around the base 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are two of our 
newest Crew members, 
Cameron Henry and Tia 
Jordan, on one of their 

early rotation crew days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crews launching and retrieving Sandgate 1 are 
going to appreciate the rebuilt Trolley Rack.  For a 
dedicated few of the Tuesday Crew, it was a lot of 
hard work but it turned out to be a job well done 
(page 6). There’s another working bee involving 
volunteers from SANDBAG in progress as we go to 
press which will make taking Sandgates 2 and 3 out 
an easier task. 

Good Friday was a busy day for Callum Baird’s Papa 
Crew with Sierra’s Neil Sheppard and retired Bob 
Chapman (as you’ll see under Activations and on 
page 9) with the start of the 71st Brisbane to 
Gladstone Yacht Race, several rescues and then the 
fireworks at night.  As an aside, you’ll see some great 
accounts from Neil Sheppard about Sierra’s and 
Papa’s Crew days in the Activation Report – your 
editor is always grateful for first-hand narratives like 
these.  Hint, hint to everyone else!  

The Barefoot Bowls was a really fun night.  If 
organiser Paul Hollingdale holds it again, make sure 
you don’t miss it.  Have a look at how your fellow 
members shaped up (page 10). 

After the Easter break, the Food Trucks are back so 
come down on 19th May for a lunchtime breather. 

Thanks to our photographers whose photos appear 
in this issue: Gary Singh, Garry Maher, David Harte, 
Tia Jordan, Damian O’Rourke, Les Pascoe and 
Renate Hottman-Schaefer. My apologies if I’ve 
missed anyone but we do appreciate all written and 
photographic contributions. 
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President’s Report 
Welcome once again to our 
new Members!!   It is through 
your support that our Active 
Volunteers can concentrate on 
VMR Duties Saving Lives at 
Sea. 

I have met some of our new 
Active Crew Volunteers and their 

enthusiasm is fantastic to see and, equally, the 
existing Crew being so welcoming and willing to 
assist in getting them up to speed asap. 

A very big thank you once again to the Tuesday Crew 
who completed yet another challenging project with 
the cross and central beams on the slipway for 
Sandgate 1.  These beams are essential for the safe 
launching and retrieval of Sandgate 1. 

Thank you also to the SANDBAG SQW guys and 
gals who assisted with some of the heavy lifting.  

And a big thank you too to Hilti for their expertise and 
donation of fixing to suit this project.   The Tuesday 
Crew were very impressed with the loaned Hilti 
Battery Drill and how quick and easy it made the job. 
I can certainly vouch for and recommend Hilti Tools 
and Fixings who have made my life easy over too 
many years in the construction industry.  

While it was a sad day for VMRB with the loss of Ray 
Henery, it was good to see such a good turn out for 
his funeral.  Ray's daughter, Donna. did a great job 
of telling us about her Dad and some of the things 
we didn't know about Ray in an entertaining way.  
Thank you Donna and Emma for sharing Ray with 
us. He will be sorely missed and fondly remembered. 

Management is still working hard on finding a 
solution to the Boat Ramp and we will keep you 
updated as and when we have any firm 
developments.  For now we are sourcing approval 
from our Landlord to undertake these works while 
also sourcing advice and quotations so that once 
approval has been granted we can hopefully get 
underway as soon as possible. In the meantime 
please read all signage and the repeated story about 
the boat ramp on page 8. 

We had quite an untidy collection of recovered logs 
near the ramp and our thanks to the office of Mr 
Stirling Hinchliffe MP for organising their removal. 

I attended a Q&A with the Bluewater Review 
Working Committee hosted by Coast Guard 
Redcliffe.  It was interesting to hear some of the 
questions and answers during this session. 

This is an opportunity that does not come around 
very often to set the direction for something you are 
passionate about. 

If you have any thoughts, questions or suggestions 
you can email them through to 
QFES.Engagement@qfes.qld.gov.au 

 

And finally a big Thank You to all of VMRB's 
Volunteers: you are what makes VMRB what it is, a 
great place to Volunteer your time while giving back 
to your Community. 

Safe Boating 
Thomas Grice 
President, VMRB  
 

Around the VMRB Base 
Generally we have quite a few new Waterside Assist 
members listed on page 1 of our newsletter.  Soon 
after joining Waterside Assist, Paul and Fiona 
Morgan realised they could join VMRB, so they did.  
Here they are with their immaculate rig, about to try 
it out from VMRB for the first time.  However it was 
low tide and with the ramp being an issue, they went 
in at the public ramp for a brief outing. 

Groups of VMRB 

Our Association is made up of the following clubs. 
Please click on the logo to find out more details.  

 
.

May 2019 Crew Roster 
Sat   4 Foxtrot Sun   5 Quebec 

Mon   6 Tango 

Sat 11 Charlie Sun 12 Sierra 

Sat 18 Alpha Sun 19 Tango 

Mon 25 Bravo Sun 26 November 

June 2019 Crew Roster 
Sat   1 Foxtrot Sun   2 Papa 

Sat   8 Charlie Sun   9 Quebec 

Sat 15 Alpha Sun 16 Sierra 

Mon 22 Bravo Sun 23 Tango 

Sat 28 Foxtrot Sun 29 November 

mailto:QFES.Engagement@qfes.qld.gov.au
http://www.syc.org.au/
http://sandgate.canoe.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/PVOCCShorncliffe/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Xiang-Dragons-130932637540881/


Activation Report 

APRIL  

7th – Every Editor’s favourite correspondent, Neil 
Sheppard, reported this was another amazing crew 
day.  

“For once the weather forecast was awesome for 
power boats: variable 10 knot winds for the whole 
day!  From early morning, recreational boaters 
streamed out of Cabbage Tree Creek and the two 
way radios were busy with non-stop chatter and 
plenty of boats logging on. 

Just after we completed our opening radio message 
we received our first call to assist a 32’ sailing vessel 
with engine troubles anchored on the eastern side of 
the South Passage Bar.  We passed this job on to 
our colleagues from VMR North Stradbroke.  Shortly 
thereafter we received a call to tow a 5 metre power 
boat vessel with engine trouble and 2 POB located 
near the Measured Mile.  This was a straight forward 
tow and within an hour or so we had the vessel and 
crew safely back at the CTC public boat ramp.  After 
refuelling Sandgate 1, we were joined by Callum so 
we could head offshore to complete our minimum 
annual open water sea time requirements.  Our 
voyage plan was pretty simple, CTC to South West 
Spit beacon, north through the Pearl Channel then 
around Comboyuro Point to Cape 
Moreton.  Conditions were perfect with just a metre 
or so of swell as we rounded the Cape.  Given the 
pleasant conditions we decided to circumnavigate 
Flinders Reef – a beautiful sight with the waves 
crashing over the exposed reef.   

On our return we passed by Tangalooma; the area 
behind the wrecks was full of boats of all sizes.  As 
we passed the southern end of the wrecks, we were 
called over to assist a vessel with engine 
trouble.  Destination Cleveland.  Once under tow, we 
called our friends at VMR Raby Bay to see if they 
could assist with part of the tow – they were very 
accommodating.  Not long after leaving Tangalooma, 
the owner of the vessel under tow managed to get 
his motor started so we stopped the tow, advised 
VMR Raby Bay of same, and headed for home. 

After a quick lunch we combined a navigation 
exercise in the Brisbane River with a viewing of 
HMAS Brisbane – an imposing site.   

On the way back to Base we came across a sizeable 
log that we took under tow and we left that near our 
pontoon.” 

13th - Tow a 5m fibreglass runabout, disabled due to 
water in the fuel, with 4 POB from the entrance to the 
Cooper Channel near the mouth of the Brisbane 
River to the Whyte Island boat ramp.  

Two views of the tow on 13th April by Charlie Crew. 

15th - Tow a disabled powerboat with 6 POB from 
North of the Inner Beacon to Cabbage Tree Creek. 

(Cont’d page 4)

ACTIVE CREW ANNIVERSARY 

Congratulations and thank you to the following 
crew members who volunteered more than 5 years 
ago and who joined in April. 

Shane Clark   1998  

James Mathieson 2003 

Wayne Wright  2010  
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Activation Report (Cont’d) 

19th – Neil Sheppard supported Papa Crew on Good 
Friday and gave the following report.  “Good Friday 
is synonymous with (amongst other things) the start 
of the Brisbane to Gladstone yacht race.  The 
weather forecast was great for sailing vessels but 
less conducive to power boats.  Papa Crew’s first job 
was to put Sandgate 1 up on the newly repaired 
slipway / trolley (awesome work mid-week crew led 
by Les Pascoe and Hugh Martin) to refuel the vessel 
and clean the hull after being in the water for about a 
week.  We returned Sandgate 1 to the water then 
launched Sandgate 2.  Around 9.30am Bob 
Chapman joined us to monitor the radios and log in 
the racing boats prior to the commencement of the 
race at 11am.  We were joined by two vessels from 
Redcliffe Coastguard as we started our patrol of the 
race exclusion zone.  Despite only a few pleasure 
vessels in attendance, we were kept very busy with 
ushering jet skis and many larger boats to the safety 
area.  The skippers were seemingly oblivious to the 
potential mayhem they might cause once the race 
was underway.  Fortunately everything went to plan 
and we followed the fleet up to Redcliffe.   

We then received a relayed radio message of a 
person in the water near the Woody Point 
jetty.  Sandgate 1 and 2 left the fleet and made our 
way to Woody Point.  As we passed the jetty we 
came across a small, capsized sailing boat with two 
people in the water holding on to whatever they could 
find.  The sailors were both exhausted so we 
attached a vessel to the sailing boat and used the 
rope to ferry them to Sandgate 1.  It wasn’t a 
glamorous entry into Sandgate 1 but it was effective.  
We provided fresh water and blankets to the sailors 
then headed to Clontarf boat ramp with their vessel 
in tow.   

At the same time Sandgate 2 and a Water Police 
vessel arrived on scene.  Both crews went in search 
of the person in the water that had originally been 
reported.  Fortunately a recreational vessel had 
spotted the person and already had the situation 
under control.  Whilst all this was going on there was 
a lot of communication between our vessels and to 
our Base.  Many thanks to Bob Chapman for playing 
a great co-ordination role in circumstances which 
were not very clear, with multiple vessels involved. 

Below: a photo of the tow of the upturned craft taken 
from Sandgate 2 showing the bleak conditions.. 

Well done Bob!  We had a bumpy ride home from 
Clontarf with the largest waves around 1.5 
metres.  Sandgate 2 tucked in behind Sandgate 1 on 
the return journey to try and soften the ride. 

Around 14:00 we had a call from Police 
Communications re a 37’ power launch aground near 
the junction of the Koopa Channel and Brisbane 
River.  We contacted the master of the vessel and 
determined that all that could be done was to wait for 
the next high tide.  Later Sandgate 1 travelled to the 
scene just to be sure everyone was safe.” 

26th - Volunteers assisted a 7.9m vessel with 2 POB 
and 1 dog after an engine bay explosion from a 
fractured exhaust joiner.  The owner had used his fire 
extinguisher but the call out crew assisted Brisbane 
water police and Queensland Fire and Emergency 
Services who brought the vessel back to our pontoon 
and then our crew towed it to the Cabbage Tree 
Creek boat ramp.  

28th - Tow a disabled powerboat with 4 POB from 
Fisheries Beacon to QCYC.  

29th - Neil reported that Les, Tom and he were called 
out “mid-morning to assist a 6 metre vessel with 
battery trouble located at the Harry Atkinson Artificial 
Reef. Sea conditions were pretty average with a 
good 15 knots blowing from the south east.   As we 
navigated our way between Mud and St Helena 
Islands, we encountered 1 metre plus waves tightly 
compacted (short wave period).          (Cont’d page 5) 
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Activation Report (Cont’d) 

We zig-zagged our way through the sea so we could 
maintain reasonable speed and crew comfort.   Once 
we located the vessel we took her under tow as 
attempting a jump start in the moderate seas was not 
feasible.  We towed the vessel to St Helena Island 
where we were able to find calm water to attempt the 
jump start.  After a couple of false starts, the 
outboard was up and running so we escorted the 
vessel back to the mouth of the Brisbane River.” 

Thank you to all the crews who are able to assist with 
any activations and who are on standby.  We really 
appreciate receiving activation details and photos to 
help promote VMR Brisbane.  Please email any 
information through to editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au 
and also to social.media@vmrbrisbane.com.au 
 

Tuesday Crew Diversion 
Our Tuesday Crew keep everything shipshape and 
in order but for years some of the members have 
been fitting in a kayak paddle before the working 
bees.  Below Ian and Bob show how it’s done.   

  

And here’es  the  

Step Outside with Paul Burt 

Launched March 10 on 7mate, Step Outside with 
Paul Burt is a new show which airs every Sunday at 
3pm.  Paul Burt showcases everything we love about 
our outdoor lifestyle as he gives plenty of those ‘how 
to’ tips to get you started with the help of 
@anacondastores.  Paul says “Make sure you sign 
up to be an @anacondastores adventure club 
member to get special invites to the exciting new Live 
Show events I’ll be hosting around the country.” 

VMR Brisbane has been involved with two of the 
episodes so far – the first at Anaconda Everton Park 
and the second at Anaconda Tingalpa - by 
volunteers taking Sandgate 2 to display and then 
cooking up a storm with the sausages.  

(Above): Our volunteers getting ready for the sausage 
sizzle and (below) President Thomas being interviewed 

by Paul Burt on 7th April at Everton Park. 

Below: 28th April at Tingalpa
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And (below) here’s some work being done by SANDBAG 

workers on the last Tuesday in April improving access for 

Sandgates 2 and 3. 

One of the crew who was aboard the vessel above 
emailed to say the crew who rescued them 
showed great respect and their attitude and safety 
was “5 star: first class to the skipper and crew. 
Thanks boys - love your work.” 
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mailto:editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au
mailto:social.media@vmrbrisbane.com.au
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Trolley Rack Rebuild Members 

There was much activity around the trolley track on 
the afternoons of Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday immediately prior to the Easter long 
weekend.  During low tide on those days, 5 
crossbeams and the 16 metre long centre beam 
were replaced as the previous ones were rusted out 
after many years of service. 

What a pleasure it was to work with the volunteers 
involved to have the job completed by Easter:  
Hugh Martin and Tony Lloyd who were there each 
day, and Greg Henderson and Rob Wood who 
attended when they could.  These were the people 
who did the heavy lifting, removing the previous 
rusted steelwork and replacing it with new 
galvanized members all within the constraints of tidal 
movement.  It was wet, muddy and tiring.  An often 
heard phrase was “Just a minute, I’m bogged” as a 
member tried to remove his feet from the clinging 
mud. 

Waiting patiently at the winch for up to 3 hours on 
each day for random calls of “Up a bit” or “Down half 
a metre” was either Noel Luxton or Bob Chapman. 
An awfully boring way to spend an afternoon but 
essential in getting the work done. 
 

 

Three groups external to VMR Brisbane who 
provided assistance were: 

 

 

 Young workers from SANDBAG who were 
working on a project at Brownsea Scouts at the 
time and provided muscle power to carry the 
centre beam onto the trolley so that it could be 
lowered down to where it was required.  The 
centre beam came in two x 8 metre sections each 
weighing 144 kilograms.  Purpose-built carry 
handles and four healthy young workers made the 
lifting seem relatively easy. 

 Bits of Steel Supplies, Brendale, supplied the 
steelwork already fabricated, arranged the 
galvanising and delivered to site at a very 
competitive price. 

 Hilti who provided assistance in choosing 
fasteners. 

I would encourage all VMR members to support 
these companies who have supported us during this 
project. 

Les Pascoe  

Tuesday Crew. 

 

 

 

Hilti Supports VMR Brisbane 

The Management Team at VMR Brisbane would like 
to sincerely thank Hilti (Aust) Pty Ltd for their 
assistance during the recent rebuild of the trolley 
track.  VMRB has many willing hands of various skill 
levels but nobody with expertise in fixing steel to 
concrete in a saltwater environment.  The type and 
fixing method had to be considered as well as the 
time taken as the work needed to be carried out 
quickly at the lowest point of the tide.  Mr. Steven 
I’Anson, Industrial Specialist with Hilti, provided the 
answer.  His advice on the type of fixing and a 
practical demonstration on how to install them was 
invaluable.  The use of Hilti fixings and a Hilti battery-
operated hammer drill made the job quick and easy 
and has provided permanent fixing for the new 
steelwork.  Thank you Steven. 
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April in Summary 
Activations:       22 
Fuel Used:  1,788 
People Assisted:       22 

 

Food Truck Event 

After the change of activities due to Easter, we are 
continuing changes by moving to the third Sunday.  
That means the Food Trucks will be on Sunday, 19th 
May with Sierra Crew serving drinks including 
boutique beers provided by the All Inn Brewing Co at 
lunch time.   

Come along and support your club while having a 
night off domestic chores.  Club members are invited 
to stay later to take the opportunity to catch up with 
fellow members; you can meet upstairs if you like.  

VMRB Venue - Bar Staff Needed 
Holding events at our base with its bar is one way we 
fund raise to keep our squadron afloat.  However we 
need to have people to operate the bar.   

If you have a Responsible Service of Alcohol 
Certificate (or would like to obtain one), and would 
like some paid work, please contact Chris Edwards 
on 0417 605581 to obtain further details.  

White Spot Shovelnose Ray  
 
 

On 8th April, Renate 
Hottman-Schaefer saw a 
fisherman catch a White 
Spot Shovelnose Ray 
from Shorncliffe Pier.  
Fortunately it managed to 
get away.  

Photos are by Renate. 
 

 

MSQ Safety Station 
The Department of Transport and Main Roads 
(Queensland)’s Maritime Safety Queensland have 
introduced new mobile safety information stations 
which are packed full of vital information and 
educational material designed specifically for 
boaties.  They'll have fact sheets and instructional 
videos on hand, and will also be offering safety 
equipment demonstrations, give-aways and more. 

There are six trailers across the state that will be in 
attendance at boating events and shows, so when 
you see one, check out what they have on board. 

The next event is the Emergency Services Day in 
Mackay on the 28th April, 2019.  

 

Retraction! 
It seems we were a bit premature in announcing the 
retirement of Papa Crew’s John White.  There has 
been some conjecture on why he only missed one 
month’s duty.  Suggestions included: 

 Papa Crew missed someone to tease 

 John missed being the butt of everyone’s jokes 

 Papa Crew really needed John’s expertise 

 John’s wife liked it when John was on duty. 

Whatever the reason, we are delighted to see John 
back on deck. 

http://allinnbrewingco.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TMRQld/
https://www.facebook.com/TMRQld/
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VMRB Boat Ramp 

This is a repeat of the article that appeared in last 
month’s Boat Talk as it is important everyone who 
uses the ramp is aware of the current situation. 

Attention all users of Volunteer Marine Rescue 
Brisbane Inc. (VMRB) boat ramp: 

Recently the Management Committee engaged an 
independent civil / structural engineering firm to 
inspect the VMRB boat ramp to determine whether it 
could be repaired or required replacing.  
Unfortunately, the condition of the boat ramp is in far 
worse condition than anyone anticipated, such that 
the only viable long-term solution is to replace it. 

The Engineer’s report noted the poor condition of the 
bottom of the VMRB boat ramp with segments of 
concrete broken off, exposing corroded steel 
reinforcing bars.   

The Engineer then stated that “This is a dangerous 
situation, both for the stability and integrity of the 
concrete Ramp, and for anyone using the Ramp.  
The creek bed has been eroded under the lower 
end of the Ramp.” 

In the interests of safety of all users of the VMRB boat 
ramp, the Management Committee has no choice but 
to advise all users of the situation and apply 
restriction to its further user. 

Effective immediately, use of the VMRB boat 
ramp is restricted for launching and retrieving 
vessel to between half tide and high tide.  To 
avoid doubt, a red line has been painted on the 
VMRB boat ramp indicating the half tide mark.   

Further, people are prohibited from approaching 
the VMRB boat ramp from the bottom due to the 
risk of injury from the exposed steel reinforcing 
bars and instability of the end of the ramp.  
Signage has been installed at the entrance to the 
VMRB boat ramp advising of the restrictions. 

As an interim measure we have engaged the 
Engineer to provide guidance on the possibility of 
making interim repairs to make the ramp safe for 
normal use.  Further communication will be provided 
should an interim solution be deemed safe. 

The Management Committee apologises for any 
inconvenience caused by these restrictions but 
safety must come first.  Rest assured the 
Management Committee is working hard to identify 
both interim and long-term solutions to this problem. 

 

The red line is fading and washing away but it is still 
discernable so please don’t use the ramp if the water 
level is below the red half-way mark.  

VALE 

 

RAY HENERY 
2nd September, 1941 – 9th April, 2019 

Ray had a long boating history and a long line of 
boats named Tar-Too which was the name of the 
family home many years ago.   

When he joined VMRB on 26th February, 1987, 
there was a very active fishing club and Ray said 
there was “pretty prolific fishing in Moreton Bay 
and I also frequently got my deep sea fishing fix 
24 miles off Mooloolaba”.  His last boat was a 24 
foot Whittley Cruiser which allowed him to pursue 
his fishing and crabbing pastimes. 

Ray was a member of Tango Crew and eventually 
decided he preferred to be their radio operator.  
He thoroughly enjoyed the monthly barbecues we 
used to hold with drinks shared with his mates and 
he was happiest if there was pavlova for dessert.   

VMRB at Shorncliffe was a second home for Ray 
and he continued to man the radio until he 
became too ill.  At that time he was the crew 
member with the longest service history at VMRB.  
It was significant that Ray chose to be buried in 
his VMR uniform.  A large number of VMRB 
members and friends attended his funeral on 17th 
April, 2019.  Our sincere sympathy to his wife, 
Emma, and his daughter, Donna. 

 
Ray’s last boat which was a very familiar sight out on 

the water. 
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Brisbane to Gladstone Yacht Race 
There was so much action around our base on Friday 
19th April when yachts competed in the race to 
Gladstone.  Unfortunately the rain poured down soon 
after the start of the race but our Xiang Dragons 
managed to give a lot of people a taste of paddling 
with them.  It was also pretty windy so not ideal 
conditions for the market and food stalls.  Even the 
annual art show suffered through lack of patronage 
as it was just too wet to venture out.   

Reports from out on the water indicated that it was 
exceptionally squally soon after the start, and there 
were plenty of the 29 vessels struggling with kites, in 
the fresh to frightening conditions. There are 
indications there were also micro squalls around, and 
these may have made over 40 knots. 

The very distinctive black sail of Black Jack saw the 
20.48 metre (100 foot) long RQYS-based yacht take 
line honours by sailing the 308 nautical miles in just 
under 17 hours.  Envy Scooters (15.85 metres long 
and also based at RQYS) was the overall Winner of 
Race, IRC Winner and Courier Mail Cup Winner. 

Above: The start of the race and Black Jack below. 

The Xiang Dragon Club attracted a lot of interest.  

 

 

Papa Crew were grateful to Bob Chapman for holding 
the fort with the radio as there was so much action 
they wouldn’t have managed as well without his help. 

The fireworks were spectacular and our boats helped 
out by towing the fireworks barge into position.he 

Sam the Salty Sailor 
This actually happened last month but it is too good 
not to include.  Papa Crew’s Sam had a bit of a slip 
and look where he ended up!   



Barefoot Bowls 

We had a great night on Friday, 26th April at the Pine 
Rivers Memorial Bowls Club.  Never having been 
there before, I understand why I was told “you won’t 
miss it”.  It is a big club with restaurants and 
entertainment but the huge brightly lit bowls greens 
were impossible to miss.  We had the deck 
overlooking the greens to ourselves.  For future 
reference, the meals were very nice and for $1 you 
can have life membership – or just check in with a 
card from another club. 

Now the bowls were very entertaining.  There are 18 
rinks (or lanes) so we were all able to play.  Some of 
our members enjoyed a bit of beginner’s luck but their 
game deteriorated rapidly (a la Nino!) while others 
took their time to gauge the weight and speed of the 
bowl to improve to a better than acceptable standard, 
like Ian McCartney.  By the end of the evening, we 
were well aware of the bowls’ bias and the 
smoothness of the artificial green that allowed the 
bowl to keep going – quite often much further than 
intended so the ditch was never empty.  
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Ian S with encouragement 

from Nino & Paul 

Ian M showing winning form. 

Joy was one very determined lady! 

Does Nino need Paul’s help?! 

Karl concentrating and 

(back) Paul pondering 

All the VMRB barefoot bowlers 



 

Protecting Molluscs in Moreton 

Bay and Black Jewfish in Qld 

1. Gastropod and Bivalve Molluscs 

Firstly, effective 26th April, 2019, the Queensland 
Government has implemented new management 
arrangements to protect gastropod and bivalve 
molluscs in Moreton Bay. 

Following are the technical details but a picture is 
worth a thousand words so here is the easy to follow 
version: 

 

Gastropods and bivalve mollusc species are highly 
susceptible to localised depletion because of their 
sedentary nature and the ease of access to fishing 
grounds adjacent to urban centres.  Fisheries 
Queensland executive director Claire Andersen said 
there continues to be a serious level of non-
compliance with fisheries regulations for collecting 
shellfish, particularly at Sandstone Point. 

Fishing pressure directed at gastropods and bivalve 
molluscs in Moreton Bay has increased significantly 
in recent years resulting in concern about the 
sustainability of key species (mud ark, mud whelks 
and cockles). 

The changes to the Fisheries Regulation 2008 to 
protect gastropods and bivalve molluscs in the 

 

 

 Moreton Bay area include the following: 

 prohibiting the take of gastropods and bivalve 
mollusc, excluding pipis from the ocean, in 
Moreton Bay; 

 clarifying that shell collecting (i.e. empty shells, no 
live organisms) is not a regulated activity. 

The closure applies to the waters of Moreton Bay 
following the boundary coordinates of the northern, 
eastern and southern boundaries of the Moreton Bay 
Marine Park and all tidal waters of rivers flowing into 
this region and encompass the existing foreshore 
closures at Wynnum, Nudgee Beach, Bramble Bay 
and Deception Bay. 

The penalty if you are caught collecting the prohibited 
species is $522 per person.  For more information on 
the sustainable fisheries strategy, click on 
https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/business-
priorities/fisheries. 

2. Black Jewfish 

Secondly, the Queensland Government has 
implemented new management changes to protect 
black jewfish in Queensland. There is serious 
concern about the sustainability of this species given 
the significant increases in catch over the last 12-18 
months and evidence of significant black-marketing 
due to extremely high market prices for their swim 
bladders. 

Black jewfish are vulnerable to overfishing and stock 
collapses have been previously seen in Australia and 
overseas. Management action was needed to protect 
this resource and its long-term economic viability. 

Commercial fishers have their catch limits and 
reporting issues but the changes for recreational 
fishers are: 

 introducing a requirement for black jewfish to be 
landed whole by all sectors to prevent processing 
of the fish at sea to remove the valuable swim 
bladders, and 

 reducing the recreational in-possession limit from 
2 to 1. 

This will help to identify a Black Jewfish: 

 

Black jewfish are often mistaken for  

 Mulloway (Size Limit 75cm min, Bag Limit 1) 

 Silver Jewfish (no limits), or  

 Scaly Jewfish (no limits). 
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https://www.npsr.qld.gov.au/parks/moreton-bay/zoning/pdf/map3-zoningplus.pdf
https://www.npsr.qld.gov.au/parks/moreton-bay/zoning/pdf/map3-zoningplus.pdf
https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/business-priorities/fisheries
https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/business-priorities/fisheries

