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Boat Talk
VMR Brisbane’s Monthly Newsletter

DATES TO REMEMBER
FOOD TRUCK EVENT
Hosted by November Crew on
Friday, 21st September, 2018
4.00 pm to 8.00 pm

VMRB ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Tuesday, 25th September, 2018
7.30 pm.

Photo above: Ben Gillespie receiving his three stripes
(Coxswain) from Karl Nast (Photo: Michael Gill-Bailey)

Around the Rigging
Welcome to our new Members. We look forward to
seeing you around the base.
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the next intake.
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We can’t stress enough the importance of our coming
Annual General Meeting. If you want the club to
continue, you should consider offering much-needed
help. See page 2 for our continuing plea, and pages
6-9 for the AGM Notice of Meeting, Agenda (including
lists of roles needing support) and Nomination/Proxy
Forms.
Our monthly Food Truck events are changing back to
the warmer weather timetable of the third Friday from
4 pm to 8 pm. If Sundays didn’t suit you, then
perhaps you might care to get a crowd together to
enjoy dinner at VMRB from the Food Trucks.
Daniel Aceto started his maritime training with
Charlie Crew and we congratulate him on his
attaining Coxswain level. See page 4 for the recent
exciting day out he had while working in Airlie Beach.
Sometimes you see boating pictures that just look too
crazy to be true. On August 17 a collision occurred
in the USA which has elicited some funny tag lines
on Fb such as “Yachts are difficult to spot in full
daylight and calm seas with 40 ft masts and massive
sails. Easy to slam into one.” See page 4 for
someone who may have difficulty explaining the
incident to his insurance company.
Did you manage to catch the screening of Channel
7’s Creek to Coast on 18th August? See page 5 for
their comments on the segment which included VMR
Brisbane, VMR Bribie Island and Coastguard
Redcliffe.
VMR Brisbane is
.

proudly supported by

Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date with
all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane
95 Allpass Pde, Shorncliffe Qld 4017 Ph: 07 3269 8888 Fax: 07 3269 2245
www.vmrbrisbane.com.au
A/H Emergency 0428 022 881
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President’s
Report
Another Management
year is coming to an
end and as such I would
like to thank all the
Members who volunteer their time to help make VMR
Brisbane the fantastic Association it is.
We are really grateful to the people who gave up their
time to take on a Management Committee Role but
we are also appreciative of members who have taken
on all the Support Roles that keep VMR Brisbane
running.
With the upcoming Annual General Meeting, I urge
all Members to think about taking on a more active
role in your Association. Every little bit helps and
there are heaps of roles to fill to keep VMR Brisbane
ticking along.
Thank you to those Members who have already
spoken with me about some of the roles; your
enthusiasm and dedication to our Association is great
to see and hear.
I look forward to you stepping into these roles,
hearing your thoughts on where your Association
should be heading and some suggestions on how we
can achieve this.
But we still have some important positions that need
to be filled. If you can help your Association in the
next Management year, please contact myself on
0413 200 271 or David Massam on 0421 158 136 to
discuss how you would like to help VMR Brisbane.
We have achieved a lot and have an Association of
which we should all be very proud.
Safe Boating
Best Regards
Thomas Grice
President, VMRB
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September Crew Roster
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat

1
8
15
22
29

Foxtrot
Bravo
Alpha
Charlie
Foxtrot

Sun 2
Sun 9
Sun 16
Sun 23
Sun 30

November
Quebec
Sierra
Tango
Papa

October Crew Roster
Mon 1
Sat
6
Sat 13
Sat 20
Sat 27

Charlie
Bravo
Alpha
Charlie
Foxtrot

Sun 7
Sun 14
Sun 21
Sun 28

November
Quebec
Sierra
Tango

Currently we have a number of management
positions which will need to be filled at our next AGM.
These people also have support personnel. See
pages 7 and 8 for more details.
Perhaps you have a special talent or interest which
means you could take on one or part of these roles.
Anyone who is currently in Management will be
happy to informally discuss any interest you may
have. Naturally a statement of current duties and
responsibilities is available upon request but these
may be able to be adapted to suit you.

Is This Worth Saving?
Now and again you hear of heritage things that
should be saved. This tanker jetty was built in 1935
so it’s not as old as some, and remained in service
until the 1970s when the Esperance Port moved to
its present location further west. (Your editor has
also recently been to the only other two timber jetties
remaining in W.A. - One Mile Jetty in Carnarvon
which is also in a sad state, and Busselton Jetty.)
Local residents have been very vocal in insisting the
jetty be restored but it seems Council have made the
decision to demolish based on the projected recovery
costs which would run into millions of dollars.

Our Next AGM

Groups of VMRB

There are a lot of volunteers who make Volunteer
Marine Rescue Brisbane what it is. Organisation of
crews and the base itself, recording actions and
events, training and financial concerns all need
people to keep our squadron operating.
Can you do something more to help?

Our Association is made up of the following clubs.
Please click on the logo to find out more details.

VMR BRISBANE

3

Activation Report

ACTIVE CREW ANNIVERSARY

AUGUST
12th – Neil Sheppard reported that Sierra Crew had
“another quiet day on the water due to a weather
forecast of 15 to 20 knots edging up to 25 knots
(same as last crew day). We made the most of the
day by working on our local knowledge in Bramble
Bay and the Brisbane River. On our return from
Redcliffe jetty we assisted one sailing vessel with
engine trouble anchored at the entrance to Cabbage
Tree Creek. We towed the vessel and her crew to its
home just upstream of the old Fish Co-op.”
26th – Towed a large tree trunk from the Koopa
Channel to our base at Cabbage Tree Creek.
Thank you to all the crews who assisted with any
activations and who are on standby. We really
appreciate receiving activation details and photos to
help promote VMR Brisbane. Please email any
information through to editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au
and also to admin@vmrbrisbane.com.au.

August in Summary
Activations:
Fuel Used (L):
People assisted:
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W.A. Lighthouses
Your editor has been visiting a few working
lighthouses in Western Australia lately. This shows
the relative sizes of
1. Point Moore, Geraldton (34 metres tall and
opened in 1878).
2. Cape Naturaliste, near Dunsborough (20
metres tall and opened in 1903).
3. Cape Leeuwin, where the Indian and Southern
Oceans meet near Augusta (39 metres tall and
tallest in W.A. - opened in 1895).

Congratulations and thank you to the following
crew members who volunteered more than 5 years
ago and who joined in August.
Dean Steinback

2005

Tony Lloyd

2009

Ben Gillespie

2012

Jamie Piggot

2012

Noel Luxton

2012

We were able to walk up the stairs of the Cape
lighthouses and try to imagine what it was like for the
lighthouse keepers.
The magnifying lens was originally rotated by a
counter-weight driving clockwork mechanism and the
beacon was a pressure kerosene mantle type which
meant the lighthouse keepers had to carry the
kerosene up the many narrow steps. Every hour
they used to have to carry two 16 litre containers of
kerosene up (65 steps Cape Naturaliste and 176
steps Cape Leeuwin) and out on the top to pour it into
the light to keep it burning. Until the 1950s, it took 3
lighthouse keepers to work in 4 hour shifts because
longer than that the kerosene fumes would send
them to sleep! Nowadays they use a 1000 watt
electric light that reflects on the original Fresnel lens.
This is the tiny modern light that is
magnified by the two lens

3
1

There are
great 360°
views from
both the
balconies.

2

Now you might think it strange to include this picture
(below) but I thought it was amazing that in 1903 the
stairway steps in the Cape
Naturaliste lighthouse were
made with tiny wooden
blocks added to make them
non-slip. But this was done
on both sides and they were
bolted in so they could be
turned over – but they never
were, so the undersides are
still perfect!

Deidre Windham

VMR BRISBANE

4

AUGUST 2018

Daniel Aceto

Float-Free Epirbs

Daniel (son of Charlie Crew’s Nino and Angie) used
to be on Charlie Crew before he moved to Airlie
Beach a year ago. He is now a Commercial Skipper
and he has been enjoying his time with Ocean
Rafting doing about 60km a day on 12m inflatable raft
boats. Snorkelling the reefs daily is part of the job! It
was while hosting one of their tourist day trips on 16th
August that he had a great encounter as reported in
the Courier Mail on 17th August.
“AN OCEAN Rafting Eco-host has captured possibly
one of the most incredible photographs of this
season’s whale migration off the North Queensland
coast.
Ocean Rafting crew member Daniel Aceto snapped
the incredible shot on an Ocean Rafting day trip in
the Whitsunday Passage, Whitsunday Islands on
Thursday.
Mr Aceto said the encounter with the animal was
short but epic.
“The whale breached off the port side about 100
metres away, so I grabbed my camera immediately,”
he said. “Five seconds later it breached off the bow
right in front!”
Mr Aceto said everything happened within the space
of 30 seconds. “I’ve never seen a whale breach so
close,” he said. “It literally was two breaches and
then it was gone.”

From 1 January 2021, float-free emergency position
indicating radio beacons (EPIRBs) will be mandatory
on certain types of domestic commercial vessels.
AMSA conducted extensive public consultation about
changes to requirements for carrying float-free
EPIRBs. As a result they are making changes to the
National Standard for Commercial Vessels (NSCV)
from 1 January 2019, with a two-year transition
period.
Although this only applies to commercial vessels, it is
fascinating to see how easy this Epirb activates. The
sensor can be activated manually but it will activate
automatically when it comes into contact with water.
Float-free brackets only hold water-activated Epirbs
and they will spring open when the unit is 1 to 4
metres underwater and then it will float to the surface
and begin transmitting a distress signal.
There is an interesting little video which explains the
new Epirb’s operation. Float-Free Epirb

Did He Have a Boat Licence?!

Ocean Rafting Jan Claxton said she hoped there
would be plenty more amazing encounters for the
rest of the season.
“It’s been such a wonderful month of whale
encounters in the Whitsundays,” she said. “Every
year we look forward to these beautiful creatures
arriving and staying in the Whitsundays during June
to September.
“Encounters like this give our guests yet another
reason to want to return to the Whitsundays over and
over. “Sometimes I think our crew get even more
excited than our guests as they just love showing
people how amazing the whales are, and how lucky
we are to have them here in the Whitsundays.”
Thanks to Courier Mail for the report and photo.

Although it looks like it was photoshopped, this
actually happened on August 17. The Baltimore Sun
report was headed: “9 Survive Boat Collision in
Chesapeake Bay.”
“The US Coast guard is
investigating a collision after a commercial
powerboat and a sailboat crashed in the Chesapeake
Bay. The two boats were off the shore of Thomas
Point Park when the commercial boat, named The
Hunter and part of a charter service, and a (solid!)
J105 sailboat, named Levitation and belonging to the
Chesapeake Boating
Club in Eastport,
collided. The boats
were perpendicularly
stacked until the
amazed emergency
personnel separated
them and towed both
to shore.”

VMR BRISBANE

5

AUGUST 2018

Food Trucks Event

It costs just $80 a year for membership, less than a
cup of coffee a week. If you’re not a member, boat
owners in trouble will have to pay between $120$160 an hour so volunteers can cover their fuel
costs.”

The next Food Truck event will be on Friday, 21st
September and food will be on sale from the vans
from 4 pm with November Crew selling drinks from
our Club from 4 pm until 8.00 pm. Come on down for
dinner with a difference!

Two shots from the show with Sandgate 1 towing the
disabled yacht and being followed by VMR Bribie and
Coast Guard Redcliffe.

Sunday, 19th August was Bravo Crew’s turn to man
the bar for the Food Truck event. Although it was a
bit breezy, the crowd were sufficiently thirsty to keep
Bravo Crew busy.

Boutique beers are provided by the All Inn Brewing
Co and Club members are invited to stay later to take
the opportunity to catch up with fellow members; you
can meet upstairs if you like.

Creek to Coast
From the Channel 7 screening on 18th August of a
segment incorporating Coast Guard Redcliffe, VMR
Bribie Island and VMR Brisbane.
“Volunteers from the Coast Guard and Marine
Rescue work hard twenty-four hours a day, seven
days a week to make sure boat owners are safe on
the water.
Each year, volunteers perform thousands of
activations. They provide assistance for any form of
emergency search and rescue. An example is a boat
breaking down and needing to be towed back to
harbour. In more extreme cases, volunteers are
often called upon to perform Medivac responses in
remote locations.
The Coastguard and VMR receive only limited
funding from the government so they rely on
fundraising, sponsorship and donations.
An important source of revenue for volunteers and an
important resource for boat owners is Marine Assist.
It’s similar to roadside assist but on the water.
Members in the south east are covered by bases
stretching from Bribie Island to the NSW border.

For more information and to become a member,
contact us at VMR Brisbane.

Mermaid Leather
An intriguing little business in Esperance,
W.A, makes goods out of fish skin. It is
treated and dyed so when stiffer material is
required shark skin is used but when a
more delicate item like a stuffed teddy bear
is being made then whiting skin is used.
The owner’s wife makes artwork out of the
offcuts so there is no waste. The most
common items are wallets, handbags,
accessories and bookmarks (right). Even
the scales are coloured and made into
things like flowers!
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NOTICE OF MEETING OF MEMBERS
Financial members of Volunteer Marine Rescue Brisbane Inc. are hereby advised that the “Annual General
Meeting” (AGM) of the Association shall be held on Tuesday 25th September to receive various reports for
the 2017/18 Operational Year, as per the Agenda and to elect the Management and Support Teams for
2018/19.
Under the Constitution, Social & Associate Members are welcome to attend but are not entitled to nominate
for positions, nominate any person for a Management role, or to vote.

Nominations closing with the Secretary on Tuesday 11 September 2018 shall be called for the positions of
President Volunteer Marine Rescue Brisbane Inc., Senior Vice President Rescue Operations, Junior Vice
President Buildings & Grounds Maintenance, Secretary, Treasurer Financial Management, Members
Representatives to Management (2)
Immediate Past President is automatically appointed to Management as per “Rules of Association”.
Volunteers to fill Support Team positions do not require pre nomination and shall be called on the meeting
night.



In the event of no nominations being received for a Management position by the closing date, the
position shall be declared unfilled and open to nomination from the floor on the meeting night.



In the event of single nominations being received for Management positions, a notice shall be posted
on the Members Notice Board 7 days prior to the meeting night as per “Rules of Association” clause
11 (3) (c) advising Members voting is closed and positions filled.



In the event of dual nominations for a Management position, a notice listing nominee’s names shall be
posted on the Members Notice Board 7 days prior to the meeting night as per above clause, and a
ballot overseen by a Scrutineer shall take place on the meeting night



Should a Financial member be unable to attend, a “Proxy Voter” may be appointed via a “Proxy
Appointment Form” to vote on their behalf, such form must be signed by the Member & the appointed
Proxy Voter and clearly show how the Member is directed to vote
As per Rule 24 Section 6 of the “Rules of Association”, Members present at the meeting may only
hold and cast one (1) Proxy Vote.

Notices of General Business relevant to the Annual General Meeting must be received in writing by the
Secretary no less than fourteen (14) days prior to the meeting to be admissible

By requisition of Secretary
Volunteer Marine Rescue Brisbane Inc.
David L Massam JP Com.Dec

VMR BRISBANE
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AGENDA
Date:

Tuesday 25 September 2018

Location:

95 Allpass Parade Shorncliffe

Meeting opens 19.30hrs by President Thomas Grice with welcome to Members & Guests
1. Apologies and Proxy Votes tabled
2. Minutes of 2017 Annual General Meeting tabled, Motion to accept minutes as true and correct and
discussion of relevant matters relating to that meeting
3. Correspondence relevant to the AGM tabled, motion to accept correspondence inwards and outwards
4. Relevant business arising from correspondence
Presentation of operational reports for the 2017/18 Operational Year
President, Senior Vice President, Junior Vice President, Treasurer, Unit Training Coordinator.
Members and Guests are invited to speak to the reports
Election of Management Team for 2018/19 Operational Year
All positions declared vacant and chair taken by a Guest or Nominated person
 President Volunteer Marine Rescue Brisbane Inc
 Senior Vice President Rescue Operations & Training
 Junior Vice President Buildings & Grounds Maintenance & Assets
 Secretary to Management
 Treasurer Financial Management
 Members Representatives to Management (2)
 Immediate Past President remains as a Management Team Member
In the event of a lack of nominations for a position, nominations shall be called from the floor.
In the event of unopposed nominations, a notice shall have been placed on the Members Notice Board
by Secretary advising of successful nominees.
In the event of a contested position, a Returning Officer & Scrutineer shall be appointed by the meeting to
oversee the counting process including Proxy Votes, and destruction of voting papers, and Secretary shall
declare result.

Management nominated positions
Management shall recommend appointees to the positions of Unit Training Coordinator and Health and
Safety Representative, these positions require qualifications.
Two representatives to Moreton Bay Zone meetings are elected from within Management
Support Positions to Management Areas (Volunteers from floor, no formal nomination required,
positions may be shared)
Holders of these positions work to support President, Snr Vice. Jnr Vice and Treasurer participate in
meetings but may only vote on matters relating to their particular Management area.
Duties and responsibilities may be amended should a Member wish to perform only part of a position in
which they may have expertise, and rest of the position taken by another, or closely affiliated positions (eg
Publicity & Media Relation) maybe combined.
 Administration Officer
 Special Events Coordinator
 Promotions & Community Events Officer
 Website Coordinator
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AGENDA (Cont’d)























Media Relations Officer
Publicity Officer
Boat Talk Editor
Media Liaison Officer
Social Events Officer,
Membership Officer (General Membership & Waterside Assist Program)
IT and Communications Officer
Crew Liaison Officer
Inter Agency Liaison Officer
Grants & Funding Officer
Corporate Relations & Sponsorship Officer
Building & Grounds Maintenance Officer
Vessel and Equipment Maintenance Officer.
Group representatives - Sandgate Yacht Club,
- Sandgate Canoe Club,
- PVOCC Outriggers Club,
- Xiang Shorncliffe Dragon Boat Club
Management nominees to other Positions
Auditor (paid position)
Legal Advisor
Unit Chaplain
Patrons (number at discretion of Management)
Club Person of year 2017/18
Life Member
Honorary Members
General Business (relating to this AGM only)



Motion to set the number of Social Members for the 2017/18 year
Other business



Presentation of various awards



Advise date of next Management Team meeting
Meeting close and refreshments served.
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