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DATES TO REMEMBER
FOOD TRUCK EVENT
Hosted by Tango Crew on

19th May, 2017
4 - 8 pm
(See inside for change of times over winter)

60s/70s DANCE PARTY
Hosted by Sandgate Canoe Club.
3rd June, 2017

MEMBERS’ AFTERNOON TEA
Above: James Mathieson ready to start his stint as radio
operator assisting with the G2B Race – and celebrating 14
years since joining VMRB.

Around the Rigging
Welcome to our new members (below). We look
forward to seeing you around the base.
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ACTIVE CREW WATERSIDE ASSIST
Gary Singh

Melissa Acreman Steven Lowe
Olaf Adam

4

Jason Lette

Sunday, 25th June, 2017
2.30 – 4.00 pm

There was a real buzz around the base on Good
Friday with the start of the Brisbane to Gladstone
Yacht Race. It was great to see all the different boats
on the water and to know it was smooth sailing for
most of them.
Thank you to our crew who manned the radios to
ensure the yachts all came in safely. If you would like
to become a Designated Radio Operator to help keep
Moreton Bay safe, please contact us for more
information.

Have you missed catching up with fellow VMRB
members in recent months?
Keep Sunday
Belinda Eves
Horst Pladdies
afternoon, 25th June free and come down to the
FULL
Don Grehan
Matthew Ryan
clubhouse for afternoon tea and a social getMEMBERS
together. Bring a plate (with something on it!) to
Lael Harris
Tim Sampson
share and have a chat over a cup of tea or coffee. If
Frank Grundy
Julie Humphries Pamela Schull
you have any other ideas for different activities, just
Nathan Thompson
a
line
to
David
Massam
at
Rowan Jenkins Theunis VanDyk drop
secretary@vmrbrisbane.com.au
with
your
Brendon West
Dane Jones
Glenden Walker
suggestions.
Martial Peter
VMR Brisbane is
proudly supported
by
Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date with
all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane
John Ahlers

Neil Moxon

95 Allpass Pde, Shorncliffe Qld 4017 Ph: 07 3269 8888 Fax: 07 3269 2245
www.vmrbrisbane.com.au
A/H Emergency 0428 022881
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President’s
Report
It has been heartening
to have all of our three
Associate Groups in
Sandgate Yacht Club,
Sandgate Canoe Club
and Polynesian Va'aalo Outrigger Canoe
Club
attend our
Management Meetings recently. This gives us an
opportunity to work more closely with these groups in
supporting each other in things like:
 Sandgate Canoe Club annual Wetlands Wander
on the 28th May;
 Sandgate Yacht Club events and Polynesian
Va'a-alo Outrigger Canoe Club planned Moreton
Bay paddle (watch this space) and
 our Emergency and Community Services Expo
on 10th September this year.
If
you
‘Like’
us
on
Facebook
at,
www.facebook.com\VMRBrisbane, you can keep up
to date with the above and more. Remember the
more you Like and Share what we do, the further we
can spread the word about our awesome Association
and spread the word about safe boating.
We have pretty much got all of our planned projects
finished for the year which is an amazing
achievement and a testament to what can be
achieved by working together and the Club House is
really starting to look fantastic on the outside.
But we are far from finished as there is always
something to do at VMR Brisbane.
We have been very lucky to have an Interior
Decorator in Ashley Wockner of Fable and Gin
Interiors offer her services to help create what looks
like will be a pretty amazing space in the down stairs
training area as this area is starting to be used more
and more for different functions which is great to see.
If you have some ideas for your Association in what
you would like to see or happen, please let someone
on Management know so we can put it on the project
list.
One of the remaining projects is an upgrade to our IT
systems. While now well progressed, there is still a
way to go. The new system will bring together a lot
of the information we currently have spread across a
few systems and allow us to automate a lot of the
labour
intensive
parts
of
managing
our
Association. A couple who are very much looking
forward to stage two of this project are our very hard
working Membership Officer Les Pascoe and our
Treasurer Col Neilson. This system will streamline
the gathering and recording of new member

information, including the update of financial status of
members which currently is very much a manual
process.
Eight of the VMR Crew attended and marched this
year in the ANZAC Day Parade. For me this is a
pretty humbling way to show our respects to all the
current and ex-service men, women and animals that
through their efforts and unfortunately sometimes
sacrifices, we are lucky enough to be able to enjoy
the lifestyle we do in Australia. A big thank you to
Bob Chapman for once again pulling this together
and organising us into a somewhat respectful
formation for the march.
I encourage all Crew Members to consider marching
with us next year. I promise you won't have Drill
Sergeant Chapman or Leech critiquing your
marching abilities or lack thereof.
The next thing on our calendar of events for this year
is The Einbunpin Festival on Sunday, 30th July. If
you can assist with helping to set up, man the stand,
herd the cats, I mean children, on and off the rescue
boat, pack up or anything else on that day, please let
us know either through the sign up sheets that will be
appearing in the Radio Room shortly or by emailing
president@vmrbrisbane.com.au .
Hope to see you all at the next Food Truck event on
19th May enjoying the fantastic little spot we get to
call our own on the banks of Cabbage Tree Creek
Shorncliffe.
Safe Boating in whatever form you enjoy.
Remember "We are here for you 24/7".
Best Regards
Thomas Grice
President

Our Association is made up of the following clubs.
Please click on logo to find out more information.
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Activation Report
APRIL
3 – In the early hours of the morning, Sandgate 1
assisted a 14ft tinny with 4 POB which experienced
electrical problems. The vessel was jumpstarted near
the Gateway Bridge so that the vessel could get back
to Colmslie Boat Ramp.
rd

16th –Sandgate 1 with Sierra Crew on board assisted
a broken down vessel located near the Isolated
Danger Beacon in Bramble Bay and towed the vessel
back to Cabbage Tree Creek.
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ACTIVE CREW ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations and thank you to the crew
members who have volunteered 5 years or
more of service and who joined in April.
Shane Clark
James Mathieson
Linda Frankland
Wayne Wright

1998
2003
2012
2012

25th – Foxtrot Crew on Sandgate 1 assisted a 5.8m
vessel with 2 POB which experienced an electrical
fault. The crew was unable to jumpstart the vessel
so towed it from the Brisbane River to Whyte Island
Boat Ramp (below left).
25th – Foxtrot Crew on Sandgate Rescue 2 towed an
overturned aluminium vessel from the Koopa
Channel to Nudgee Beach (below right).

Later in the afternoon, Sierra Crew assisted a vessel
anchored just outside of the Entrance Beacons to the
Brisbane River. This vessel was also towed back to
Cabbage Tree Creek.
VMR Brisbane was tasked at approx 18:30 hrs to
conduct a search of the Pine River upstream of the
Bruce Highway Bridge after a member of the public
reported a flare sighting. (It is believed the large
meteorite spotted flying through sky in Queensland
may be the “flare” sighting.) After conducting our
search and talking to local fishermen we were stood
down by the Brisbane Water Police and returned to
base at approx 21:30 hrs.
17th - Quebec Crew was requested to assist a 5m
Quintrex with engine failure. The vessel with 6 POB
(below) was located around 10nm from Cabbage
Tree Creek and towed back to the Cabbage Tree
Creek Public Boat Ramp.

Thank you to all the crews who assisted with these
activations. We are grateful when we receive
activation details and photos to help promote VMR
Brisbane.

Management News
We are pleased to announce the appointment of the
following members to the position of Duty Master.
Callum Baird to Papa Crew
Neil Sheppard to Sierra Crew
Vivianne Hillier to Bravo Crew

May Crew Roster
Mon 1
Sat
6
Sat 13
Sat 20
Sat 27

Tango
Bravo
Charlie
Foxtrot
Alpha

Sun 7 Papa
Sun 14 Quebec
Sun 21 November
Sun 28 Sierra
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Food Truck Event

Members On The Water
st

There were 6 food trucks at VMRB on Friday 21
April, 2017. It was a great success and thanks to
Paul Neil from Out ‘n’ About with Photographer Paul
Neil for his photos.

Jason Jenkinson with his wife and friend setting off
to watch the start of the B2G Race.

Douglas McClurg returning from a fishing trip.
(Above) Chris and Callum on the job while (below) Thomas
and Glenn checked the grassy venue for the Food Trucks
and their customers.

Organisations at VMRB
Regular hirers of our Function Centre include
Over winter this event will be held on the 3rd Sunday
of every month, starting at 12 noon with food on sale
from the vans and drinks on sale from our Club until
4 pm. Club members are invited to stay later. It is
great that the public attend in such numbers and bar
sales including boutique beers from the All Inn
Brewing Co are excellent so mark these in your diary
now: Friday, 19th May then Sunday, 18th June.

Parking Premium!
It was almost a full house in the Hardstand area on
Good Friday…a case of “First In, Best Dressed”.

ALLSTATE BOAT LICENSING AND TRAINING
Peter and Sandy Reid run regular ONLINE and Face
to Face – One day Queensland Boat and Jetski
Licence Courses from the training rooms at our base.
Allstate Boat Licensing and Training is Maritime
Safety Queensland’s BoatSafe No.1 approved
Trainers. The friendly professional trainers are highly
qualified, practical specialists in:
Recreational Marine Drivers (RMDL) and Personal
Water Craft (PWC), Queensland boat and jetski
licence training and assessment.
The following course dates for May 2017 are
dependent on numbers:
Wednesday 3rd
Sunday
7th
th
Wednesday 10
Sunday 14th
Wednesday 17th
Saturday 20th
th
Thursday
25
Sunday 28th
Phone Peter on 0428 981770 or Sandy on 0427
538217 for further details, to book a course or check
out their website on www.boatlicensing.com.au
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SANDGATE CWA
On the 3rd Wednesday of each month starting at 9.30
a.m. the Sandgate CWA meets but needs more
members to become an official group. There is a
guest speaker at each meeting, covering a topic of
interest or sharing a skill or craft with them. All
women in the Sandgate District are invited to attend
and become involved so please let the womenfolk in
your families know about this group. Contact Lesley
at mayes.lesley@yahoo.com.au for more info.
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2017 Anzac Day Service
VMRB proudly marched in the Sandgate Anzac Day
Parade and here are members waiting for it to start.

Function Centre Bookings
If you would like to book our venue for a function,
please give as much notice as possible as bookings
are at an all-time high.
Contact Lizzie on
hallhire@brisbane.com.au

Emergency & Community
Services Expo
th

10 September, 2017 from 9.00 am to 2.30 pm.
Since its inception in 2014, the Emergency &
Community Services Expo is becoming an up and
coming FREE day for the whole family to enjoy whilst
learning about Emergency Services and what to do
in an emergency situation.
A relaxed day for all the community, the Expo is a
local event where people can wander around the
stalls situated at our base and on the neighbouring
council land on the bank of Cabbage Tree Creek.
It’s a great day for community groups to showcase
their organisation and raise some funds as well. As
you are no doubt aware, the Expo is run by VMR
Brisbane volunteers and the Expo continues to get
bigger each year. As the Expo is a community event,
community groups and organisations/businesses
from the local area will be given preference for stall
sites.
If you know of a Community Service or Recreation
Group who may be interested in participating for
promotional or Fund Raising reasons, please contact
our
Secretary,
David
Massam
at
secretary@vmrbrisbane.com.au.
A piece of string followed the celebrating
Brisbane to Gladstone sailors into a bar. The
barman told the piece of string that he
wouldn’t serve types like that. The piece of string left
but twisted up into a loop, and teased out one end.
He then walked back into the bar but the barman
said: “Aren’t you the piece of string that was in here
before?”
“No, I’m a frayed knot,” it said…

Radiance of the Seas
Neil Sheppard of Sierra Crew reported that they had
awesome weather on their April duty day which
meant there were a lot of powerboats out on the
water.
In between two rescues, they “went over to the
Brisbane River to get a close look at the Radiance of
the Seas docked at the Port of Brisbane. Definitely a
sight to see, some of the passengers had their
washing hung out to dry on their balconies!”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MS_Radiance_of_the_Seas

Toxic Chemical Spill
Early in April Brisbane residents were warned to not
eat seafood caught near the Brisbane River due to a
potentially toxic chemical spill.
On Monday 10th April, a Qantas sprinkler system
failed, releasing 22,000 litres of it - about a quarter of
which is estimated to have leaked from the hangar
into the water way. However it took the government
five days to alert the public of the possible threat.
The chemical PFOA is found in a fire-fighting foam
used at airports and defence sites. Although the
foam is illegal in Queensland, the airport is on
Federal land. A Qantas spokesperson said they
were working with Brisbane Airport on the cleanup
and the investigation. Considering the dilution of the
chemical, its effect on humans is unknown.
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Function Centre Sign
The new Function Centre sign on the main entrance
to our building is eye-catching. A big thank you goes
to Todd from Storm Custom Worx for laser cutting our
new sign for our function centre and to two of our
Active Members, Karl Nast from Auto and Marine
Urethane for donating the aluminium and Col Neilsen
for erecting the sign.

Sandgate Yacht Club
SYC is hosting the annual Frostbite Regatta from
Warwick Sailing Club at Leslie Dam on 3rd and 4th
June. All dinghies, yachts and trailer-sailers are
invited to enter at $30 for both days’ racing. Contact
commodore@syc.org.au for more information.

Sandgate Canoe Club
There will be a great 60s/70s Dance Party on 3rd
June, 2017, in our Function Centre hosted by
Sandgate Canoe Club. All welcome to enjoy local
Jim Hansen’s music from the 50’s to the 80’s. Full
details
in
our
next
issue
or
contact
sccpaddler@gmail.com.

Cruising with Paul
Well folks, as many of you know I am very privileged
in my line of work to be invited as a guest on board
many visiting cruise ships and last month was no
exception with lunches on board Queen Mary 2,
Queen Elizabeth, Celebrity Solstice and one of
Australia's favourite ships Sea Princess.
If, like me, you have a passion that goes beyond
cruising and feel the urge to experience life on board
many different ships then you simply must
experience what I believe is the 'Holy Grail' of
cruising. To me this is a cruise on board a Cunard
ship. Yes, there are many luxury 5-6 star ships
embracing the most modern technology however, no
cruise company blends the authentic traditions of a
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classic line voyage into the 21st century like Cunard.
The ships are relatively new however the moment
you walk on board you feel like you have entered a
grand English country hotel and the deeper you
explore the more this hotel feels like a palace with
amazing art deco furnishings, wonderful art murals
with country and nautical themes as well as crystal
chandeliers towering above the ball rooms and
restaurants. On board Queen Mary 2 and Queen
Elizabeth I'm reminded of my visit to the original
Queen Mary at Long Beach California and a cruise I
did on board QE2 back in 2005. With Cunard the
emphasis is on comfort not modern day gadgetry, it's
on delivering impeccable service not just good
service and the food...
Both Queen Mary 2 and Queen Elizabeth still retain
a class structure with Queens Grill being the highest.
At the Queens Grill you could find yourself sitting
among celebrities or maybe those who have saved
for many years just to be able tick this experience off
the bucket list. The passenger mix is quite diverse
across all classes. Although personally I prefer the
Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mary 2 is a big lady, she
boasts the largest library at sea with more than 8,000
books to choose from - all immaculately presented
behind glass and cherry wood cabinets - even the
books get the white glove treatment! Queen Mary 2
also has the only working planetarium at sea which
can seat close to 1000 passengers and the largest 3
tiered restaurant and ball room at sea. Afternoon tea
on both ships is served in the stunning Queens
Rooms and provide a seemingly endless supply of
savouries and cakes from traditional cucumber
sandwiches to delicate pastries to the finest rich
gateaux.
Queen Elizabeth will be calling Australia home for
two months in 2019 and Cruise And Sail Holidays are
organising a group cruise departing Sydney 09
March 2019 for 9 nights to Tasmania. The cruise
concludes in Melbourne and the fares will include
entry to the International Flower and Garden Show
before flying back to Brisbane. Register your interest
at info@cruiseandsailholidays.com.au

Paul Hollingdale is a member of Charlie Crew.

