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Boat Talk
VMR Brisbane’s Monthly Newsletter

DATE TO REMEMBER
FOOD TRUCK EVENT
Hosted by Quebec Crew on
Friday, 18th May, 2018
4.30 pm -8.00 pm

TALK: MORETON PAST AND
FUTURE
Sunday, 27th May 2.00 pm
by Dr Daryl McPhee at SANDBAG
Photo above: Karl’s Tango Crew with their 2nd tow on
Anzac Day.

Around the Rigging
Welcome to our new Members.
seeing you around the base.

0

We look forward to

7

ACTIVE CREW
No new crew this month.
Have you considered
volunteering your time
while you improve your
boating skills?

3
FULL
MEMBERS
Matthew Challinor
Luming He
Neil Lestor

WATERSIDE
ASSIST
Michelle Alderson
Mike Dimapilis
Brandon Dunn
Brent Muller
Tony Scott
Anastassio Skourmallas
Wayne Thomson

We have our usual Food Truck event on Friday 15th
May, but we are considering moving to Sunday
lunchtimes from June. Check our Facebook page
and the next Boat Talk to discover the decision.
There are couple of different events coming up in the
Sandgate area in May which could be of interest to
you.
The first is a big Beach Clean Up of Sandgate/
Brighton Foreshore. Sea Shepherd have organised
a Marine Debris Campaign to help keep our seas
plastic-free and the Sandgate clean up will be on
Saturday, 26th May from 10 am to 1pm. They are
setting up to the right of the playground area, a bit
further down where a carpark is and you should be
able to see their gazebos. Please wear closed-in
shoes and bring tongs, bucket and reusable gloves if
you have them.
For full details see
Sandgate/Brighton Beach Clean Up.
Next is a talk on 27th May by Dr Daryl McPhee who
had a book published last year: Environmental
History and Ecology of Moreton Bay and he will be
explaining how the bay has changed over the years
and the challenges it faces. He will be speaking at
SANDBAG, 153 Rainbow Street, Sandgate and entry
is a gold coin donation. See the flyer on page 6.

‘s Baton Relay
Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date with
all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane

VMR Brisbane is
proudly supported by

95 Allpass Pde, Shorncliffe Qld 4017 Ph: 07 3269 8888 Fax: 07 3269 2245
www.vmrbrisbane.com.au
A/H Emergency 0428 022 881
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President’s
Report
We welcome our new
Members and look
forward to seeing you
out on the water.
We were lucky enough
to be successful in a
grant submission from a
long-time supporter in Kedron Wavell RSL for some
much needed new inflatable life jackets and other
rescue equipment. With this grant we will be
purchasing some Life Cell Marine Safety units for
each of our rescue vessels. These units can hold all
our required safety equipment in one place for ease
of access in case of emergency as well as providing
additional floatation to crew.
We recommend keeping all of your safety equipment
together in an easy to access grab bag or something
similar to the Life Cell just in case…
We will also be purchasing some SOS Marine Safety
Ladders to assist with recovering people from the
water both if able bodied or not.
And hopefully a Man Overboard Training Dummy for
our Active Crew Members to practice Man Overboard
Recovery which is not an easy task.
All of the above help keep our Active Crew safe while
assisting people on the water, sometimes in less than
ideal conditions as well as helping them train and
hone their skills to a professional level.
We thank all of our sponsors, members and anyone
who has made a donation to VMR. Your support is
greatly appreciated in helping us to help others in
need in Moreton Bay and surrounding waters.
Congratulations to our hard working Treasurer Col for
being appointed to Senior Coxswain. Col does a
myriad of jobs at VMR Brisbane from one of the
Management Team as Treasurer to Active Crew in a
Leadership Role to Handy Man for anything that
needs fixing or doing.
Remember the Food Trucks are still on at VMR
Brisbane on the third Friday of the month but may be
changing to a Sunday afternoon for the Winter
months. To keep up with any changes or to let us
know your preference of Friday Night or Sunday
Afternoon, please give us a like on Facebook
http://facebook.com/VMRBrisbane to keep up-todate or to let us know your preference.
Safe Boating
Best Regards
Thomas Grice,
President, VMRB
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May Crew Roster
Sat
5
Mon 7
Sat 12
Sat 19
Sat 26

Charlie
Alpha
Foxtrot
Bravo
Alpha

Sun

6

Sun 13
Sun 20
Sun 27

Tango
Papa
November
Quebec

June Crew Roster
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat

2
9
16
23
30

Charlie
Foxtrot
Bravo
Alpha
Charlie

Sun 3
Sun 10
Sun 17
Sun 24

Sierra
Tango
Papa
November

Below: Sierra Crew’s Marcus and Gordon
christened their new polo shirts on 29th April.

Groups of VMRB
Next newsletter read about all the activities the
Polynesian Va’a-alo Outrigger Canoeists have been
undertaking.
Our Association is made up of the following clubs.
Please click on the logo to find out more details.
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Activation Report

ACTIVE CREW ANNIVERSARY

APRIL

Congratulations and thank you to the following
crew members who volunteered more than 5 years
ago and who joined in April.

2nd – “Late in the morning some of Bravo Crew on
Sandgate 1 left CTC on a training exercise to Green
Island which was a fortuitous choice of destination
since as soon as we left CTC we were radioed from
our base informing us of a 5.2 m motor vessel with 2
POB taking on water between Mud Island and the
Port of Brisbane. The boat owner was a Waterside
Assist member. On arrival in the area we spotted the
vessel fairly quickly and proceeded to them. The
vessel had taken on quite a bit of water in the hull and
water was visible in the cockpit. The passenger was
relieved to see us and readily came aboard Sandgate
I. The owner wanted to attempt to return to CTC
(where his trailer was) but since he was disabled, we
decided to put one of our crew on board with him for
the return trip. We did not tow the vessel but rather
escorted it back to CTC. After we safely arrived back
at CTC and got the boat on the trailer, the bungs were
removed and water proceeded to pour out of the hull
at the maximum flow for at least a quarter of an hour.
Damien Lynch

Shane Clark

1998

James Mathieson

2003

Wayne Wright

2010

Linda Frankland

2012

25th – The first of three tows on Anzac Day for Tango
Crew was a 6m Haines Hunter with a flat battery and
5 POB from Luggage Point to Colmslie.

25th – A 7m Haines Hunter with engine problems and
3 POB (below) was towed from Bulwer to Cabbage
Tree Creek.

25th - Tow disabled powerboat with 2 POB from Pine
River to Clontarf.

7th - Tow a disabled vessel with 2 POB from New
Farm reach of Brisbane River to Breakfast Creek.
7th - Tow a disabled 5.5m powerboat with 3 POB from
Rivergate to Colmslie.
8th - Tow a disabled powerboat with 2 POB from Mud
Island to Cabbage Tree Creek.
15th - A member had lost his vessel keys while
camping on Moreton Island. Replacement keys were
delivered to the base and our crew delivered them to
the stranded boatie while on a training run. 5 POB.
15th - Tow a 5.3m disabled powerboat with 6 POB
from Tangalooma to Scarborough.
15th - Tow a disabled 5.5m vessel with 4 POB from
Bulimba Creek to Oxley Creek.
22nd - Tow a disabled 5m powerboat with 3 POB from
Mud Island to Whyte Island Ramp.

Thank you to all the crews who assisted with any
activations. We really appreciate receiving activation
details and photos to help promote VMR Brisbane.
Please email any information through to
editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au
and
also
to
admin@vmrbrisbane.com.au.

In Summary
Activations:
21
Fuel Used:
2,025 litres
People Assisted:
39

VMR BRISBANE

Food Trucks Event
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Fish N Chicks
What a start to 2018 it has been.

Unfortunately on 20th May it rained which meant
fewer people than usual attended but Charlie Crew
were on duty to serve those hardy people who came
to the Food Trucks evening.

If you are not yet a member of Fish N Chicks, please
look us up on our Facebook page – Fish N Chicks.
We are a family friendly group where you can come
and check out what is biting and where, share your
photos, WIN FREE STUFF and much more.
Fish N Chicks are honoured to be associated with
such a great team at VMRB so please watch this
space in the future for more exciting events.
In January we had our first meet and greet/fishing
competition. This was held at VMRB and it was a
fantastic day where members, families and friends
came to collect their prizes, enjoy a bbq to which all
proceeds went to Prostate Cancer research, and
meet fellow members. We gave away thousands of
dollars worth of prizes all donated by very supportive
businesses.

On Friday 18th May, food will be on sale from the vans
from 4.30 pm and Quebec Crew will be selling drinks
from our Club until 8.00 pm. Boutique beers are
provided by the All Inn Brewing Co and Club
members are invited to stay later to take the
opportunity to catch up with fellow members; you can
meet upstairs if you like.
(Photos: courtesy Angie Aceto)

Positions Vacant

We’re well into our VMRB year and we still haven’t
filled the following positions. If you step in now, you
will have a good learning curve before the AGM later
this year.
Senior Vice-President,
Designated Person Ashore / A/H Call Out Officer
Web Master, Social Media
Administration
Crew Liaison
Fishing & Cruising
Squadron Historian
Zone Delegate. For more
information on what each position entails, please
contact president@vmrbrisbane.com.au

Waterside Assist Winner
Although everyone who joins VMRB and Waterside
Assist is already a winner, extra congratulations to
Brandon Dunn. Brandon won the VMR Brisbane and
Tackle Land Competition and we thank him for
supporting VMR Brisbane in becoming a Waterside
Assist member!

We also hold monthly fishing charters to where we
can all go out and meet new people and catch some
amazing fish. Recently, we went out with Top Catch
Charters at Mooloolaba. We got many fish but the
highlights were definitely a 109 cm Cobia and a 98
cm Spanish Mackerel.
Last weekend we held our first seminar/fishing talk at
VMRB. Doug Burt from Tackleworld, Gold Coast,
was our main guest for the day and brought plenty of
knowledge to the table. We talked about bait, rigs,
knots, fish behaviours and much more. This was a 2
hour seminar where members got to ask questions
while learning new techniques at the same time.
Doug was very hands-on and we all walked away
with a new tip for next time (keep an eye open for the
next seminar). This was a free event for our
members and everyone also enjoyed the free
sausage sizzle afterwards.
Fish N Chicks would also like to wish all the Mothers
out there a very Happy
Mothers Day.
Until next time, tight lines
and safety first.
Syl Cron, Fish N Chicks
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Around the Base
It’s a hive of activity on Sunday mornings when the
Outrigger and Dragon Boat crews are training.
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Paracetamol (500 mg) and Codeine (8 mg) tablets
are currently a requirement of several scales of first
aid and medical supplies that need to be carried on
board some vessels (including Scale F first aid kits).
The respective health departments in each state
provides advice on the process for Masters and Chief
Officers on vessels operating in Australia to obtain
these products to resupply respective first aid kits.

AMSA: Marine Levies

WITZ Waterproof Sports Cases
We have had a request from WITZ at Wamuran to
advise our readers of “the newly stocked range of
WITZ waterproof sports cases that can protect
phones, car keys, I.D., money, drivers licence, etc,
out and about on and in the water.”
There are three types available:
 Smart Phone 200 x 120 x 20mm - secure
waterproof pouch submersible for up to 20m for 30
minutes (phone or camera can be used whilst in
case),
 Smart Phone Locker - 175 x 100 x 30mm for keys
etc. (a hard case with a sealable flip top) and
 Keep it Safe - large case110 x 70 x 30mm for car
keys, etc.
“Following recent discussions with V.M.R. Bribie
Island and the S.L.S.C. Bribie Island, the benefits of
the Phone Cases and the ''Keep-It Safe'' to hold car
keys should be very useful.”
In consideration of VMR’s volunteer status, the offer
is for a special 20% discount to all members and
family. This can be activated when ordering on the
WITZ website www.witzaustralia.com.au and your
code is VMR20.

AMSA: Codeine
Hopefully you are well aware of the recent changes
made by the Therapeutic Goods Administration
(TGA). This advice comes from the April edition of
the Australian Maritime Safety Authority Update.
All over-the-counter medications containing codeine
required a prescription from 1 February 2018.
‘Research shows that low-dose (< 30 mg) codeinecontaining products, formerly available over the
counter, offered little additional pain relief when
compared to similar medicines without codeine.’ TGA
fact sheet.

The Australian Maritime Safety Authority provides
coastal marine aids to the navigation network as a
service to the commercial shipping industry. The
cost of operating and maintaining this system is
recovered with the marine navigation levy. A ‘user
pays’ principle is applied to recovering these costs.
A user of aids to navigation through commercial
shipping is required to pay the levy quarterly. You
are considered a commercial operation when your
vessel is earning revenue by transporting cargo or
paying passengers.
The amount paid is calculated according to the net
tonnage of the vessel; if it is 24 metres or longer, the
levy must be paid. However there are exemptions.
Pleasure craft (you will be glad to hear) and fishing
vessels are exempt from paying the levy. In practice,
no Commonwealth aids are provided specifically for
fishing and recreational boating users and their aid to
navigation requirements are considered to be a State
or Territory responsibility.
The following operations are not considered
commercial operations and do not pay the levy:
 Vessels which enter ports to load fuel, provisions

and water to complete a voyage, undertake crew
changes or for repairs only.
 Vessels that do not move under their own power,
such as oil rigs or platforms being towed to and
from their work position.
 Fishing vessels or vessels solely engaged in

attending a fishing vessel (mother vessel).
 Vessels belonging to religious or missionary

societies, and
 (It has just been announced) operators of the

unpowered hire-and-drive sector (such as canoes
and kayaks).
Harbour tugs engaged solely in harbour towage are
exempt from paying the levy. But, if the tug earns
revenue from performing a tow outside the harbour
then the levy must be paid. The levy applies to tows
of any vessel outside the harbour, including vessels
which do not move under their own power.
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